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ADVERTISEMENT. 


It  was  originally  intended  that  the  Papers 
contained  in  the  Appendix  fhould  be  placed 
in  the  different  Volumes,  according  to  the 
references  ;  but  from  the  variety  in  the  length 
of  thofe  Papers  it  was  afterwards  thought  proper,* 
in  order  to  preferve  a  uniformity  of  fize  in  the 
Volumes,  to  throw  them  together  at  the  end  of  the 
work.  Previous  to  this  determination,  a  refer- 
ence had  been  made,  page  57,  to  one  of  the 
notes  at  the  end  of  the  firft  Volume,  as  if  it 
were  in  the  Appendix;  but  the  reader  will  ob- 
ferve,  that  there  are  but  two  notes  at  the  end  of 
the  firft  Volume,  and  that  this  reference  is  to 
the  note,  and  not  to  the  Appendix,  the  references 
to  which  will  be  found  numbered  in  the  fucceed- 
ing  pages. 

The  Tranflator  takes  the  opportunity  of  this 
Advertifement  to  apologife  for  the  admiffion  of 
French  terms  into  the  body  of  the  work.  Al- 
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though  fenfible  of  the  copioufnefs  of  the  Englifh 
language,  and  of  the  fault  of  admitting  words 
that  can  be  tranflated,  he  has  been  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  ufing  the  French  expreffions  received  in 
converfation,  in  order  to  avoid  an  awkwardnefs 
of  phrafeology.  He  alludes  to  fuch  phrafes  as 
Tiers-Etat,  Cote-Droit,  Cote-Gauche,  Brigands,  lan- 
tern for  the  lamp-iron,  and  others,  which  the  pe- 
culiar events  of  the  age  feern  to  have  naturalifed. 
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1  HESE  Annals,  far  from  being  a  fcquel  of  the 
Private  Memoirs  which  I  have  already  publilhed, 
are  the  chief  work  from  which  I  extracted  the 
chapters  that  form  thofe  Memoirs.  I  was  aware 
of  the  inconvenience  and  imputation  to  which  I 
fubjected  myfelf,  by  offering  to  the  public  fome 
unconnected  chapters  which  did  not  form  a 
whole ;  but  infuperable  obstacles  at  that  time 
prevented  the  publication  of  the  entire  work. — 
Many  of  the  chapters  remained  unfinifhed,  from 
my  inability  to  procure  all  the  original  papers  I 
wifhed  to  add  to  them  :  befides,  I  could  find  no 
bookfeller  who  would  undertake  to  print,  on  his 
own  account,  feven  large  volumes,  upon  a  fub- 
je&  which  had  already  employed  the  pen  of  fo 
many  writers,  and  I  could  not  myfelf  be  at  the 
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expence  of  the  publication.  .1  might  indeed  have 
poftponed  it,  but  I  thought  it  incumbent  upon  me 
to  produce  it.  -  The  profound  veneration  I  felt 
for  the  virtues  of  Louis  XVI.  would  not  fufFer 
me  to  bear  long  the  atrocious  calumnies  which 
his  affaffins  were  ftill  venting  againft  him.  I 
Ihould  have  confidered  myfelf  as  their  accom- 
plice, if,  while  it  was  in  my  power  by  incon- 
testable facls  to  repel  the  odious  charges  with 
which  they  laboured  to  ftain  the  memory  of  that 
unfortunate  Monarch,  I  had  not  haftened  to  efta- 
blifli  thofe  facts,  by  publishing  them  in  the  life- 
time of  all  the  perfons  interefted  to  contradict 
{hem,  and  by  defying  them  to  overturn  my  tef- 
timony.  Although  I  did  not  fear  their  objections, 
it  was  my  part  to  challenge  them  ;  and  the  filence 
they  have  preferved  for  two  years  after  that  chal- 
lenge, may  doubtlefs  be  confidered  as  a  formal 
acknowledgement  of  the  accuracy  of  my  ftate- 
ments. 

Thefe  were  the  motives  that  actuated  me  in 
dividing  my  work  into  two  parts.  The  one, 
compofed  chiefly  of  details  in  which  I.  was  my- 
felf principally  concerned,  or  of  fa6ls  known 
only  to  the  perfons  whom  I  have  mentioned,  was 
that  which  I  thought  mould  appear  the  firft,  and 
to  which  alone  the  title  of  Private  Memoirs  was 
fuitable  :  the  other  is  a  faithful  account  of  the 
principal  events  of  the  French  Revolution,  fuch 
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as  they  paffed  under  my  own  eyes,  for  I  was 
witnefs  to  almoft  all  of  them.  I  have  added  fe~ 
veral  interesting  anecdotes  little  known,  of  which 
I  had  it  in  my  power  to  be  exactly  informed,  and 
fome  of  which  have  been  altered  or  exaggerated 
by  the  writers  of  different  parties. 

This  fecond  part  will  have  no  chafms  in  the 
Hiftory,  and  will  fupply  thofe  which  have  been 
obferved  in  the  firft.  There  might  have  been 
fome  reafon  to  find  fault  with  them,  had  I  not 
precluded  it  by  publifiiing  that  part,  only  as 
*'  Private  Memoirs  relative  to  the  laft  year  of 
"  the  reign  of  Louis  XVI,"  and  not  to  the  four 
preceding  years.  This  Chronological  Account, 
and  thofe  Memoirs,  make  a  complete  Hiflory  of 
the  Revolution,  from  its  commencement  to  the 
death  of  the  King.  I  have  omitted  all  the  dif- 
cuffions  of  uninterefting  details,  idle  talk,  war 
of  words,  infults,  and  miferable  quirks,  which3 
have  often  confumed  whole  Sittings  of  thofe  Af- 
femblies,  of  which  the  majority  of  the  fpeakers 
confiiled  of  indifferent  advocates  and  country 
pettifoggers.  Nor  have  I  admitted  that  immenfe 
number  of  Decrees,  the  voluminous  and  undi- 
gefted  collection  of  which  can  only  be  preferved 
as  a  monument  of  ignorance,  contradiction, 
phrenfy,  injuftice,  and  abfurdity  I  have  thought  it 
enough  to  mention  the  moft  remarkable  of  them, 
by  reporting  their  chief  tendencies.  I  have 
been  particularly  folicitous  to  give  a  very  exact 
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account  of  all  the  important  fafts.  If  they  pre- 
fent  a  juft  idea  of  the  Revolution,  and  its  caufes3 
principles  and  effefts,  and  of  the  character  and 
views  of  its  authors,  I  have  attained  the  end  I 
propofed. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Containing  a  concife  View  of  the  French  Re- 
volution, or  rather  of  the  different  Re- 
volutions that  have  taken  place  in  France 
fince  the  Meeting  of  the  lafl  States-General. 

It  has  been  the  grand  ^  object  of  almoft 
all  the  writers  upon  the  French  Revolution, 
in  their  inquiries,  compilations,  and  argu- 
ments, to  prove  that  it  is  fimilar  to  the  Re- 
Vol.  I.  B  volutions 
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volutions  that  have  happened  in  other  coun- 
tries ;  and  chiefly  to  that  which  took  plage 
in  England,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the 
Firft. 

Some  have  employed  their  pens  to  ridi- 
cule the  vain  boaftings  and  arrogated  talents 
of  the  conductors  of  the  Revolution  in 
France,  by  mewing  that  they  are  only  fer- 
vile  imitators  of  preceding  Revolutions, 
with  this  difference,  that  they  have  polluted 
theirs  with  crimes  more  atrocious,  and  infi- 
nitely more  numerous.  Others  endeavour  to 
fupport  the  courage  and  the  hopes  of  the 
Royalifts,  by  referring  them  to  the  re-efta- 
blifhment  of  the  houfe  of  Stuart  upon  the 
throne  of  England,  as  an  infallible  proto- 
type of  an  approaching  re-eftablifhment  of 
the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 

But  however  ingenious  thefe  analogies 
may  be,  they  are  always  inaccurate,  and 
more  calculated  than  they  at  firft  appear  to 
be,  to  flrengthen  the  tyranny  under  which 
France  at  prefent  groans.  They  tend,  in 
fact,  but  to  confirm  the  apathy  of  the  fuf-  . 
fering  nation,  and  the  deplorable  fecurity  of 
all  thofe  countries  that  have  reafon  to  dread 
the  defpotifm  of  the  oppreffors. 

The  French  may  fay :  "  If  our  Revolu- 
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'  tion  be  fimilar  to  all  others^  it  will  have  a 
<  termination,  as  all  others  have  had.  The 
*  monarchy  will  ere  long  be  re-eftablifhed, 
"  without  our  incurring  frefti  dangers  to  ao- 
"  celerate  its  reftoration.  We  (hall  at  leaft 
"  have  a  wife  and  juft  government,  fuffi- 
"  ciently  powerful  to  protect  our  perfons 
"  and  properties.  Let  us  remain  quiet,  let 
V  us  have  patience,  perhaps  the  end  of  all 
"  our  calamities  is  at  hand." 

Other  nations  may  argue  in  like  manner  : 
"  Why  mould  we  diflurb  ourfelves  about 
"  this  Revolution  ?  It  will  have  no  more 
"  effect  upon  us  than  all  thofe  to  which  it 
"  is  fimilar  have  had.  What  is  it  to  us 
"  whether  or  not  the  Government  of  France 
"  be  more  or  lefs  ftable — more  or  lefs  atro- 
"  cious  ?  whether  or  not  its  commerce  be 
"  deflroyed,  its  manufactories  ruined? — 
44  Our  wealth  will  increafe  by  the  wreck  of 
"  theirs,  and  we  (hall  have  the  greater  rea- 
"  fon  to  love  the  Government  under  which 
44  we  live."  « 

Inftead  then  of  propagating  or  upholding 
fuch  errors,  would  it  not  be  far  more  ufe- 
ful  thoroughly  to  convince  the  French  that 
their  Revolution  is  not  fimilar,  either  in  its 
principles  or  effential  qualities,  to  any  of 
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thofe  that  have  gone  before  it?  that,  faf 
from  being  able  to  effect  its  own  termina- 
tion, it  has  a  tendency  to  perpetuate  itfelf, 
under  different  forms,  more  or  lefs  difaf- 
trous,  until  thofe  who  feel  its  oppreffion 
mail  unite  to  put  an  end  to  it ;  or  until  the 
fucceffive  murders,  tranfportations,  and  rob- 
beries of  every  proprietor,  ftifling  all  fpirit 
of  property,  all  fentiment  of  patriotifm, 
fhall  reduce  the  land,  uncultivated  and  un- 
peopled, to  a  mere  haunt  for  hordes  of  rob- 
bers, and  make  it  an  eafy  prey  to  the  firft 
Power  that  fhall  choofe  to  feize  upon  it  ? 

Would  it  not  be  more  material,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  demonftrate  to  all  Kimrs,  all 
Governments,  all  Proprietors  in  every  coun- 
try, that  the  fole  and  neceffary  plan  of  the 
prefent  defpotifm  in  France  is  to  complete 
throughout  Europe  a  general  fubverfion  of 
the  very  foundations  of  focial  order,  of  the 
principles  of  civilization,  and  to  invade  all 
property?  that  they  are  all  confequently 
Hill  more  interefled  than  France  herfelf  to 
put  a  flop,  by  every  means  yet  remaining  in 
their  power*,  to  this  horrible  Revolution, 

*  I  do  not  mean  to  fay,  nor  do  I  think,  that  there  re- 
main many. 
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which  ftalks  towards  them  with  gigantic 
ftrides  ;  and  which,  fooner  or  later,  will 
bring  down  upon  them  thofe  calamities,  of 
which  it  is  now  clear  that  we  are  but  the 
earlieft  victims  ?  for  already  have  feveral  na- 
tions fhared  our  fate,  and  over  every  other 
does  it  evidently  hang. 

I  fay,  fuch  is  the  fole  and  necefTary  plan 
of  the  Directory,  becaufe,  in  fad,  it  is  by 
that  alone  they  can  command  thofe  violent 
means,  of  which  they  are  continually  in 
need,  to  preferve  their  power,  or  even  their 
exiftence.  They  talk,  and  will  continue  to 
talk  of  peace,  in  all  their  proclamations, 
becaufe  it  is  the  cry  throughout  France ; 
but  they  neither  do,  nor  can  defire,  nor 
will  they  ever  make  a  general,  fincere,  and 
lading  one;  for  they  cannot  but  be  aware, 
that  their  Government,  now  detefled  by  the 
whole  nation,  the  plunderers  only  excepted, 
would  never  bear  the  teft  of  that  fyftem  of 
juftice,  order,  and  moderation,  which  peace 
would  compel  them  to  eftablifh.  Even 
truces  would  be  fatal  to  them  ;  for  thofe 
that  have  taken  place  within  the  laft  two 
years  have  all  been  marked  by  internal  com- 
motions, more  or  lefs  alarming  to  them. 
Befides,  war  and  the  revolutionary  fyftem 
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are  the  only  means  of  power  left  them, 
the  only  refource  of  finance  they  have  re- 
maining ;  and  thofe  furnifti  them  with  ar- 
mies fo  numerous  as  to  extend  conquefts  * 
and  revolutions  abroad,  and  fecure  fubjec- 
tion  at  home.  They  apparently  authorife 
thofe  enormous  contributions  levied  on  the 
countries  they  conquer  or  throw  into  a  ftate 
of  Revolution,  thofe  forced  loans,  thofe  exac- 
tions of  every  kind,  by  which  they  obtain 
the  immenfe  fupplies  that  they  find  neceffary 
to  fatisfy  the  avidity  of  all  their  agents,  to 
pay  for  crimes  committed  by  the  robbers  in 
their  fervice,  and  to  cover  their  own  Ihare 
of  the  general  plunder, 

Thefe  are  the  invariable  truths  that  can- 
not be  too  often  repeated,  and  which  mould 
be  rung  through  almoft  all  the  cabinets  of 
Europe;  for  thofe  of  St.  James's  and  Pe- 
terfburg  are  perhaps  the  only  Ones  that  have 
been  fenfible  of  them*.    They  are  too  irrw 

*  Gratitude  and  truth  make  it  my  duty  to  teftify 
likewife,  that  England  and  Ruffia  are  the  only  States  of 
Europe  where  the  French  Emigrants  have  found  an 
afylpam,  and  honourable  relief.  George  III.  and 
Paul  I.  feem  to  have  taken  on  thcmfelvcs  alone  the  care 
of  difcharging  the  debt  of  Royalty  to  the  noble  victims 
of  its  caufe. 
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portant  not  to  be  unfolded  more  circumftan- 
tially. 

It  will  always  be  very  eafy  to  find  in  every 
Revolution  fome  points  bearing  a  refem- 
blance  to  other  Revolutions,  becaufe  the 
tactics  of  the  Revolutions  of  Empires  have 
ever  been,  and  ever  will  be  the  fame  ;  ac- 
cording to  their  extent,  the  nature  of  their 
Government,  the  degree  of  their  civiliza- 
tion, and  other  circumftances.  The  fame  ob- 
fervations  occur  on  the  caufes  of  thofe  Revo- 
lutions ;  it  is  always  feen  that  they  are  to  be 
imputed  to  the  weaknefs  of  the  perfon  or 
perfons  in  whofe  hands  the  Government  is 
placed,  except  when  they  are  excited  by  a 
neighbouring  nation,  and  fupported  by  its 
armies. 

As  the  folution  of  the  problem,  of  the 
greater  number  fubrnitting  to  the  fmaller, 
refults  from  the  examination  of  every  Go- 
vernment, it  muft  thence  neceffarily  follow, 
that  there  exilts  in  all  States  a  natural  and  in- 
variable tendency  towards  a  revolution,  and 
that  it  always  breaks  out  when  the  parties 
governing  lofe  the  force  requisite  to  punifh 
the  refinance,  and  to  prevent  the  infurrection, 
of  the  parties  governed, 

Thefe  truths  are  fo  evident,  that  the  proofs 
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of  them  arc  to  be  found  in  the  hiftory  of  all 
revolutions,  ancient  or  modern ;  but  in  none 
mall  we  find  the  effential  qualities,  qualities 
too  little  attended  to,  which  diflinguim  the 
French  Revolution  from  all  others;  and 
which,  while  they  explain  the  caufes  of  its 
horrible  atrocioufnefs,  and  the  phenomenon 
of  its  duration,  elude  the  reach  of  human 
conjecture  as  to  the  crifis  of  its  termination, 
and  the  order  of  things  by  which  it  will  be 
fucceeded,  previous  to  the  unavoidable  re- 
eflablifhment  of  Monarchy.  ' 

Hitherto  all  Revolutions  were  at  an  end 
as  foon  as  the  removal,  or  ufurpation,  of  the 
fupreme  power  was  completely  effected;  and 
the  deflruction  of  the  former  Government 
was  immediately  followed  by  the  eflablim- 
ment  of  another,  more  or  lefs  defpotic,  but 
fettled,  vigorous,  and  abfolute.  In  France, 
on  the  contrary,  we  have  feen  a  Revolution, 
or  rather  a  feries  of  Revolutions,  take  place, 
without  being  followed  by  a  ftable  and  re- 
gular Government,  although  at  every  change 
the  former  fupreme  power  was  completely 
fuperfeded.  So  that,  although  our  unhappy 
country  has  been  overflowed  with  fo  much 
blood,  and  tainted  with  fo  many  crimes,  it 
is  not  to  a  fingle  Revolution  they  are  to  be 
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charged,  but  to  five  fucccffive  ones  :  and 
who  can  fay  to  how  many  more  it  may  be 
expofed?  how  many  remaining  heads  there 
are  of  this  Revolutionary  Hydra,  which 
preys  upon  it?  who  fhall  ftrike  off  the 
laft?  Such  are  the  characteriftics  by  which 
no  other  Revolution  is  marked ;  but  no  one 
has  yet  pointed  out  or  inquired  into  the 
reafon  of  this  difference. 

Popular  infurrections,  and  an  army,  have 
hitherto  been  the  ufual  means,  or  chief  in- 
ftruments,  of  every  Revolution;  but  thofein- 
furredtions  being  of  the  moft  ignorant  and 
unthinking  clafs  of  the  people  were  always 
fomented  by  a  certain  number  of  factious 
men,  devoted  to,  and  dependent  upon,  fome 
ambitious  chief,  daring,  brave,  of  military 
talents,  fole  and  abfolute  conductor  of  every 
ftep  of  the  revolt,  and  matter  of  all  the  means 
of  the  infurrection.     In  the  hands  of  this 
chief,  the  foldiers,  or  people  armed,  were 
but  machines,  which  he  fet  in  motion  or 
retrained  according  to  his  pleafure,  and  of 
which  he  always  made  ufe  to  put  an  end  to 
revolutionary  diforders  and  crimes,  as  foon 
as  the  objecT:  of  the  Revolution  was  gained. 
So  Cafar  and  Cromwell,  after  they  had 
ufurped  the  fupreme  power,  loft  no  time  in 
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had  felt  for  him  ended  with  the  efforts  of 
thofe  who  had  excited  it. 

Mr.  Necker,  whom  the  multitude  had 
affociated  with  him  in  their  homage,  ftill 
preferved  for  fome  time  his  adorers,  and  that 
little  cabal  which  was  for  ever  exalting  him 
to  the  flues.  But  as  he  was  inferior  even  to 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  in  military  talents  and 
difpofitions,  he  was  as  little  calculated  to  be 
the  leader  of  a  Revolution,  or  of  a  great 
confpiracy  :  for  which  reafon  his  panegyrifts 
then  confined  themfelves  in  their  pamphlets 
and  placards,  with  which  the  capital  was 
over- run,  to  infinuating  that  the  only  means 
of  faving  the  ftate,  was  to  declare  Mr. 
Necker  Dictator;  or  at  leaft  to  confer 
upon  him,  under  fome  title  more  confident 
with  the  Monarchy,  the  authority  and  powers 
attached  to  that  republican  office.  In  fact, 
if  after  his  difmiffion,  in  the  month  of  July 
1789,  he  had  dared  to  make  this  a  condition 
of  his  return  to  the  Miniflry,  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  the  King  would  have  been 
under  the  neceffity  of  agreeing  to  it,  and 
perhaps  of  re-eftablifliing  in  his  perfon  the 
office  of  Mayor  of  the  Palace.  At  that 
moment  he  might  have  demanded  any  thing  : 
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eight  days  later,  he  might  have  been  refufed 
every  thing,*  and  very  foon  after,  he  was 
reduced  to  fneak  out  of  the  kingdom3  in 
order  to  efcape  the  effects  of  the  general  con- 
tempt and  cenfure  which  he  had  brought  up- 
on himfelf. 

General  La  Fayette,  who  then  commanded 
the  Pariflan  National  Guard,    gathered  the 
wrecks  of  all  this  popularity,  and  might 
have  turned  them  to  the  greateft  advantage, 
if  he  had  polTefTed  "  that  refolute  character, 
"  and  heroic  judgment,"  of  which  Cardinal 
De  Retz  fpeaks,  and  V  which  ferves  to  dif- 
"  tinguiih.  what  is   truly  honourable  and 
tM  ufeful    from   what    is  only  extraordi- 
nary,   and   what  is  extraordinary  from 
"  what  is  impoffible."    With  the  genius, 
talents,  and  ambition  of  Cromzvell,  he  might 
have  gone  as  great  a  length ;  with  a  lefs  cri- 
minal ambition  he  might  at  leaft  have  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  the  Revolution,  and  have 
directed  it  at  his  pleafure :  in  a  word,  he 
might  have  fecured  the  triumph  of  whatever 
party  he  mould  have  declared  himfelf  the 
leader.    But  as  unfit  for  fupporting  the  cha- 
racter of  Monk  as  that  of  Cromwell,  he  foon 
betrayed  the  fecret  of  his  incapacity  to  all 
the  world,   and  was  diftinguilhed  in  the 
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crowd  of  conftitutional  ringleaders  only  by 
his  three-coloured  plume,  his  epaulettes, 
white  horfe,  and  famous  faying  upon  in- 
furreclion  * ;— a  faying,  no  doubt,  fug- 
gelled  by  the  ambition  of  outftripping  all 
the  votaries  of  popular  favour :  yet  he  not- 
withstanding never  difcovered,  and  perhaps 
did  not  well  know,  himfclf,  what  he  want- 
ed with  all  this  popularity. 

The  Revolution,  at  the  period  when  the 
Faction  that  had  begun  it  for  the  Duke  of 
Orleans  became  fenlible  that  he  was  too 
much  a  coward  to  be  the  leader  of  it,  and 
when  La  FayeLte  difcovered  his  inability  to 
conduct  it,  was  too  fa?  advanced  to  recede 
or  to  ftop ;  and  it  continued  its  progrefs,  but 
in  a  line  that  no  other  Revolution  had  taken 
— I  mean,  without  a  military  chief,  without 
the  intervention  of  the  army,  andN  to  gain 
triumphs,  not  for  any  ambitious  confpirator, 

*  "  U InfurreEllon  efl  le  plus  faint  des  devoirs,  quand 
'*  J'opprrJJion  eft  a  Jon  ramble."  "  InfurreSion  is  the  moll 
"  facred  of  duties,  when  opprefTion  is  at  its  height." 
This  faying,  fo  mif-timed  in  the  reign  of  Louis  XVI. 
fo  dangerous  at  a  moment  when  the  fpirit  of  infurreclion 
was  rearing  its  head  throughout  the  kingdom,  would 
foon  be  confecrated  as  a  falutary  principle,  were  it  now 
to  become  the  cry  for  the  whole  nation's  rallying  againfl 
the  prefent  defpotifm. 

i  but 
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but  For  political  and  moral  innovations  of 
the  moil:  dangerous  nature  ;  the  moft  fuited 
to  miflead  the  multitude,  incapable  of  com- 
prehending them,  and  to  let  loofe  all  the 
,  paflions  *i  The  more  violent  combined  to 
deftroy  every  thing,  and  their  fatal  coalition 
gave  birth  to  Jacobin ifm,  that  terrible  mon- 
ger till  then  unknown,  and  till  now  not 
fufficiently  unmafked.  This  monfler  took 
upon  itfelf  alone  to  carry  on  our  Revolution  ; 
it  directed,  it  executed  all  the  operations 
of  it,  all  the  explofions,  all  the  outrages: 
it  every  where  appointed  the  rnofl  active 
leaders,  and,  as  initruments,  employed  the 
profligates  of  every  country.  Its  power  far 
furpalTed  that  which  has  been  attributed  to  the 
Inquifition,  and  other  fiery  tribunals,  by  thofe 
who  have  fpoken  of  them  with  the  greater!: 
exaggeration.  Its  centre  was  at  Paris;  and 
its  rays,  formed  by  particular  clubs  in  every 
town,  in  every  little  borough,  overfpread 
the  whole  fur  face,  of  the  kingdom.  The. 
conftartf  corrc-fpondence  kept  up  between 
thofe  clubs  and  that  of  the  capital^  or,  to  ufe 

*  The  Rights  of  Man,  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Peo- 
ple, abfolute  Equality,  the  annihilation  of  all  the  prin- 
ciples of  Religion  and  Morality,  of  ali  the  orders  of 
Society,  &c  &c- 
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their  own  exprelTion,  des  Societis  populaires 
affiliees  avec  la  SocietS  mere — "  between  the 
**  affiliated  popular  Societies  and  the  parent 
"  Society,"  was  as  fecret  and  as  fpeedy  as< 
that  of  Free-Mafons.  In  a  word,  the  Jaco- 
bin Clubs  had  prevailed  in  caufing  themfelves 
to  be  looked  up  to  as  the  real  national  repre- 
fentation.  Under  that  pretence,  they  cen- 
fured  all  the  authorities  in  the  molt  impe- 
rious manner;  and  whenever  their  denun- 
ciations, petitions,  or  addreffes  failed  to  pro- 
duce an  immediate  effect,  they  gained  their 
point  by  having  recourfe  to  infurrection, 
affaffination,  and  fire.  While  Jacobinifm 
thus  fubjecled  all  France  to  its  controul,  an 
immenfe  number  of  emiffaries  propagated  its 
doctrines  among  foreign  nations,  and  pre- 
pared new  conquefts  for  it. 

The  National  Affembly,  the  capital,  in- 
deed wTe  may  fay  all  France,  was  divided 
into  three  very  diftincl:  parties.  The  moft 
considerable  in  number,  but  unhappily  the 
weakeft  through  a  deficiency  of  plan  and 
refolution,  was  the  party  purely  Royal :  it 
was  adverfe  to  every  kind  of  Revolution,  and 
was  folely  defirous  of  fome  improvements, 
with  the  reform  of  abufes  and  pecuniary 
privileges  : — the  moft  able,  and  moft  in- 
2  triguing, 
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triguing,  was  the  Constitutional  party,  or 
that  which  was  defirous  of  giving  France 
a  new  monarchical  conftitution,  but  mo* 
dified  after  the  manner  of  the  Englifh,  or 
even  the  American,  by  a  houfe  of  reprefen- 
tatives.  The  third  party  was  the  mofr  dan- 
gerous of  all,  by  its  daring  fpirit,  by  its 
power,  and  by  the  number  of  profelytes  it 
daily  acquired  in  all  quarters  of  the  king- 
dom :  it  comprifed  the  Democrats  of  every 
defcription,  from  the  Jacobin  Clubs,  call- 
ing themfelves  Friends  of  the  Conftitution, 
to  the  anarchs  and  robbers. 

The  Democratic  party,  which  at  firft  was 
only  auxiliary  to  the  Conftitutional  one,  in 
the  end  annihilated  it,  and  became  itfelf 
fub-divided  into  feveral  other  parties,  whofe 
fatal  ftruggles  produced  the  fubfequent  Re^ 
volutions,  and  may  flill  produce  many 
more.  But  in  principle,  the  Conftitution- 
alifts  and  the  Democrats  formed  two  dif* 
tind:,  though  confederate,  factions ;  both 
were  defirous  of  a  Revolution,  and  em- 
ployed all  the  ufual  means  of  accompliming 
it,  except  troops,  which  could  be  of  no  ufe 
to  them,  for  neither  of  them  had  a  leader  ' 
to  put  at  the  head  of  the  army.  But  as  it 
was  equally  of  importance  to  both,  that  the 
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King  mould  be  deprived  of  the  power  of 
making  ufe  of  it  againft  them,  they  labour- 
ed in  concert  to  diforganize  it,  and  the 
complete  fuccefs  of  that  manoeuvre  was  but 
too  fully  proved  by  the  fatal  iffue  of  the 
departure  of  the  Royal  Family  for  Mont- 
medi.  The  Revolution  then  took  a  more 
daring  and  rapid  ftride,  which  was  con- 
cluded by  the  pretended  Conftitution  Act; 
of  1791.  The  incoherence  of  its  princi- 
ples and  the  defe&s  of  its  inftitutions  pre- 
sent a  faithful  picture  of  the  difunion  of  its 
authors,  and  of  the  oppofite  interefts  by 
which  they  were  fwayed.  It  was,  pro- 
perly fpeaking,  a  compact  between  the  fac- 
tion of  the  Conftitutionalifts  and  that  of 
the  Democrats,  in  which  they  mutually 
made  concellions  and  facrifices. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  this  abfurd  Conftitu- 
tion, the  everkfting  fource  of  remorfe  or 
forrow  to  all  who  bore  part  in  it,  might 
have  been  got  over  without  a  fhock,  and 
led  back  to  the  old  principles  of  Monar- 
chical Government,  if  the  Affembly  who 
framed  it  had  not  feparated  before  they 
witnefled  the  execution  of  it ;  if,  in  im- 
pofing  on  the  King  the  obligation  to  main- 
tain it,  they  had  not  deprived  him  of  the 
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power  and  the  means;  and  above  all,  if  the 
certain  confequence  of  the  new  mode  of 
proceeding  at  the  elections  had  not  been  to 
fecure,  in  the  fecond  Affembly,  a  confidera- 
ble  majority  of  the  Democratic  againft  the 
Conltitutional  party. 

The  fecond  AfTembly  was  alfo  divided  by 
three  factions,  the  weaken:  of  which  was 
the  one  that  wifhed  to  maintain  the  Confuta- 
tion. The  other  two  were  for  a  new  Re- 
volution and  a  Republic ;  but  they  differed 
in  this,  that  the  former,  compofed  of  the 
Briflbtins  and  Girondifts,  was  for  effecting 
it  gradually,  by  beginning  with  diverting 
the  King  of  popularity,  and  allowing  the 
public  mind  time  to  wean  itfelf  from  its 
natural  attachment  to  monarchy;  and  the 
latter,  which  was  the  lealt  numerous,  was 
eager  to  have  the  Republic  eftablifhed  as 
foon  as  poffible.  Thefe  two  factions,  hav- 
ing the  fame  object  in  view,  though  taking 
different  roads,  were  neceffarily  auxiliaries 
to  each  other ;  and  the  pamphlets,  excita- 
tions to  commotion,  and  revolutionary 
meafures  of  both,  equally  tended  to  over- 
throw the  Conftitution  of  1791. 

Thofe  different  factions,  almofl  entirely 
compofed  of  advocates,  folicitors,  apoftate 
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priefts,  doctors,  and  a  few  literary  merf, 
having  no  military  chief  capable  of  taking 
the  command  of  the  army,  dreaded  the 
troops,  who  had  fworn  allegiance  to  the 
Conftitution,  and  obedience  to  the  Ki»gr 
and  who  moreover  might  be  influenced  by 
their  officers,  among  whom  there  ftill  re- 
mained fome  Royalifts.  The  fureft  way 
to  get  rid  of  all  uneafinefs  on  this  fubjedt, 
was  to  employ  the  army  in  defending  the 
frontiers.  For  this  purpofe  a  foreign  war 
was  neceffary,  to  which  it  was  known  that 
the  King  and  his  Council  were  equally 
averfe.  No  more  was  wanting  to  deter- 
mine the  attack  which  was  directed,  almoft 
at  the  fame  time,  againft  all  the  minifters, 
in  order  to  compel  them  to  retire,  and  to 
put  the  King  under  the  neceffity  of  appoint- 
ing others  more  difpofed  to  fecond  the 
views  of  the  parties.  Unhappily  this  at- 
tempt was  attended  with  all  the  fuccefs  they 
had  promifed  themfelves,  and  one  of  the 
firfl  acts  of  the  new  miniftry  was  to  declare 
war  againft  the  Emperor.  At  the  fame 
time,  the  emigration  that  had  been  pro- 
voked, and  which  was  almoft  every  where 
applauded  even  by  the  loweft  clafs  of  peo- 
ple, robbed  France  of  the  flower  of  the 
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Royal  party,  and  left  the  King,  deprived  of 
his  beft  defenders,  expofed  to  the  fufpi- 
cions  and  infults  that  fprang  from  innume- 
rable calumnies,  for  which  the  diftafters 
at  the  beginning  of  the  war  furnimed  but 
too  many  opportunities. 

In  this  manner  was  prepared  and  accele^ 
rated  the  new  Revolution,  which  was  accom- 
plifhed  on  the  10th  of  Auguft,  1792,  by 
the  depofition  and  imprifonment  of  the 
King,  and  by  the  moll:  flagrant  violation  of 
the  Confutation  of  1791.  The  latter,  how- 
ever, was  not  entirely  abandoned  on  that 
day  ;  for  the  project  of  the  Girondifts,  who 
had  laid  the  plot  of  that  horrible  confpi- 
racy,  was  then  only  to  declare  the  King's 
depofition,  in  order  to  place  the  Prince 
Royal  upon  the  Throne,  under  the  guid- 
ance of  a  Regency  compofed  of  their  own 
creatures  ;  but  they  were  hurried  away  much 
farther  than  they  rneant  to  go,  by  the  vio- 
lence with  which  the  moft  furious  of  the 
Jacobins,  who  took  the  lead  in  the  infur- 
rection,  conducted  all  their  enterprifes.  The 
Prince  Royal,  inftead  of  being  crowned, 
was  lliut  up  in  the  Temple ;  and  if  France 
at  that  moment  was  not  declared  a  Repub- 
lic, it  was  lefs  owing  to  any  remaining  re- 
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to  introduce  into  the  AlTembly  the  calm  and 
moderation  that  were  neceffary  to  give  the 
new  Republic  a  wife  and  folid  organization. 
But  the  fuperiority  of  their  knowledge,  ta- 
lents, and  eloquence,  which  their  opponents 
could  not  difpute,  had  no  power  over  ti- 
gers thirfting  for  blood,   who  neither  at- 
tended to  nor  fuffered  motions  but  of  the 
blacked  tendency.     No   doubt  they  had 
occafion  for  atrocities  upon   atrocities  to 
prepare  the  terror-ftruck  Nation  to  allow 
them  to  commit,  in  its  name,  the  moil  ex- 
ecrable of  all,  the  murder  of  the  unfortu- 
nate Louis  XVI :  and  that  martyrdom  was 
neceffary  to  bring  about  a  third  Revolution, 
already  brewing  in  the  brain  of  Robefpierre. 
Fear  had  greatly  contributed  to  the  two 
former :    but  this  was  effected  by  terror 
alone,  without  popular  tumults,  or  the  in- 
tervention  of  the    armies ;    which,  now 
drawn  by  their  conquefts  beyond  the  fron- 
tiers, never  heard  any  thing  of  the  Revolu- 
tions at  home,  till  they  were  accomplifhed, 
and  always  obeyed  the  prevailing  faction, 
by  whom  they  were  paid. 

By  the  degree  of  ferocity  difcovered  by 
the  members  of  the  Convention  in  palling 
fentence  upon  the  King,  and  in  the  debates 
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relative  to  the  Confutation  of  1793,  Ro- 
befpierre  was  enabled  to  mark  which  of  the 
deputies  were  likely  to  fecond  his  views,  and 
which  of  them  it  was  his  part  to  facrifice. 

The  people  coulcj  not  but  with  tranfport 
receive  a  Confutation  which  feemed  to  rea- 
lize the   chimera  of  its  Sovereignty,  but 
which  would  only  have  given  a  kind  of 
conftru&ion  to  Anarchy,  if  the  execution 
of  this  new  code  had  not  been  fufpended 
under  the  pretext,  belonging  in  common  to 
all  acts  of  defpotifm  and  tyranny,  of  the 
fupreme  law  of  the  fafety  of  the  State. 
This  fufpenfion  was  effected,  by  eftablifh- 
ing  the  Provifionary  Government,  which, 
under  the  title  of  Revolutionary  Govern- 
ment, concentrated  all  the  powers  in  the 
National  Convention  until  there  was  an  end 
to  the  war  and  all  interline  troubles. 

Although  the  Faction,  at  the  head  of 
which  Robefpierre   was,   had   a  decided 
majority  in  the  Affembly,  and  might  confe- 
quently  have  confidered  themfelves  as  really 
and   exclufively  exercifing   the  Sovereign- 
Power,  he  was  a  demagogue  of  too  defpotic 
a  nature  to  ftomach  even  the  appearance  of 
maring  the  empire  with  fo  mar  y  Co-So- 
vereigns.    He  greatly  reduced  their  num- 
ber, 


INTRODUCTION. 


ber,  by  cauling  all  the  powers  inverted  in 
the  National  Affembly  by  the  decrees  that 
had  eftablifhed  the  Revolutionary  Govern- 
ment, to  be  transferred  to  a  Committee,  to 
which  he  got  himfelf  appointed,  and  where 
he  was  fure  of  the  fole  rule,  by  obtaining 
for  colleagues  men  lefs  daring  than  him- 
felf, though  equally  wicked ;  fuch  as  Cou- 
thon>  St.  Jufl,  Bar r ere,  and  others  like 
them.    This  Committee,  who  had  the  af- 
furance   to   flyle  themfelves    the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Safety,  very  foon 
feized  upon  both  the  Legiflative  and  Exe- 
cutive Powers,   and  exercifed  them  with 
the  mo  ft  ianguinary  tyranny  ever  yet  heard 
of.  The  Miniflers  were  merely  their  clerks ; 
and  the  fubjugated  Affembly,  without  mur- 
mur or  objection,  paffed  all  the  Revolution-; 
ary  laws  which  were  propofed,  or  rather 
dictated,  by  them.  One  of  their  moll:  horri- 
ble and  decilive  conceptions   was  that  of 
thofe   Revolutionary  Tribunals  which  co- 
vered France  with  fcaffolds,   where  thou- 
fands  of  victims  of  every  rank,  age,  and 
fex,  were  daily  facrificed  ;  fo  that  no  clafs 
of  men  could  be  free  from  that  ftupefying 
and  general  terror  which  Robefpierre  found 
it  neceffary  to  fpread,  in  order  to  eftablifli 
i  and 
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and  make  his  power  known.  He  foon 
himfelf  dragged  fome  members  of  his  own 
party,  fuch  as  Danton,  Camille  des  Mou- 
lin*, and  others,  whofe  energy  and  popula- 
rity had  offended  him,  before"  one  of  thofe 
Tribunals,  where  he  had  them  condemned 
to  death.  By  the  fame  means  he  got  rid  of 
the  chief  leaders  among  the  Briffotins  and 
Girondifts;  while  he  caufed  all  the  moderate 
Republican  party  who  were  ftill  members 
of  the  Affembly,  except  thofe  who  had 
time  and  addrefs  to  efcape,  to  be  fent  to 
prifon,  in  order  to  be  fentenced  and  ex- 
ecuted on  the  firft  occafion. 

In  this  manner  ended  the  third  Revolu- 
tion, in  which  the  People,  frozen  with  ter- 
ror, did  not  dare  to  take  a  part.  Inftead  of 
an  army  of  foldiers,  Robefpierre  employed 
an  army  of  executioners  and  aflaffins,  fet  up 
as  Revolutionary  Judges ;  and  the  guillotine, 
ftriking  or  menacing  all  heads  indifcrimi- 
nately,  made  France,  from  one  end  to  the 
other,  fubmit  to  him,  by  the  means  of  terror 
or  of  death.  Thus  was  this  nation,  formerly 
fo  proud  even  to  idolatry  of  its  Kings,  feen 
to  expiate,  by  rivers  of  blood,  the  crime  of 
Wing  fuffered  his  to  be  fpilt  who  was  the 
molt  virtuous  of  all  their  Monarchs. 
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tal  againft  him  and  againft.  the  Jacobins. 
The  parties  came  to  blows,  and  victory  re- 
mained uncertain  for  feveral  hours,  but  at 
length  declared  againft  Robefpierre :  in  the 
fpace  of  a  day  that  execrable  monfter  was 
dragged  from  the  higheft  pitch  of  power 
ever  attained  by  any  tyrant,  to  the  very 
fcaffold  that  was  (till  reeking  with  the  blood 
of  his  laft  victims.  His  principal  accomplices 
in  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  in  the 
Commune,  in  the  National  Guard,  in  the 
Revolutionary  Tribunal,  and  many  of  his 
agents  in  the  Provinces,  met  the  fame  fate. 
The  Revolutionary  Tribunals  were  fuppref- 
fed,  and  the  prifons  thrown  open  to  all 
whom  they  had  cart  into  them. 

This  fourth  Revolution,  in  which  the 
Faction  then  efteemed  the  moderate  party 
overthrew  the  Terrorifts  and  feized  the 
fupreme  power,  was  no  lefs  complete  than 
thofe  which  had  preceded  it,  and  produced 
the  Conftitution  of  1795.  All  France  re- 
ceived as  a  great  blefling  a  Conftitution  that 
delivered  them  from  the  Revolutionary  Go- 
vernment, and  its  infernal  policy.  Befides, 
it  had,  in  fpite  of  great  defects,  the  merit 
of  coming  nearer  than  the  two  preceding 
ones,  to  the  principles  of  order,  of  jVnce, 
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and  real  liberty;  the  violation  of  which  had, 
for  five  years  before,  been  the  fource  of  fo 
many  difafters  and  fo  many  crimes.  The 
Royalifts,  confidering  it  as  a  ftep  towards 
Monarchy,  were  unfortunately  fo  impru- 
dent as  to  triumph  in  it ;  and  their  joy,  as 
premature  as  indifcreet,  alarmed  the  Affem- 
hly  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  paffed  a  law, 
ordaining  that  two-thirds  of  their  members 
mould  be  elected  by  the  Primary  Affem- 
blies, or  appointed  by  themfelves,  to  form 
two-thirds  of  the  Legiilative  Body  which 
was  to  fucceed  the  Convention.  Although 
this  decree,  for  which  the  fupreme  Law 
of  thefafety  of  the  State  was  alfo  made  a 
pretext,   was  manifeftly  inconfiftent  with 
the  new  Constitution,  it  was  annexed  to  it, 
and  directed  to  the  Primary  Affemblies  to 
be  accepted  with  it  in  the  fame  refolution. 

Notwithftanding  this  precaution,  and  all 
the  means  taken  by  the  Convention  to  en- 
fure  its  fuccefs,  this  decree  was  rejeded  by 
considerable  majorities  in  a  great  number  of 
Primary  Affemblies,  and  particularly  in  al- 
moft  all  thofe  of  Paris  and  the  neighbour- 
ing departments.  There  were  fome  that  re~ 
fufed  to  comp  to  any  refolution  refpe<<Hng 
it.  Neverthelefs,  as  the  Convention  had  re- 
ferred 
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fcrved  to  themfelves  the  general  examination 
of  the  fcrutinies,  they  did  not  hefitate  to 
declare,  that  the  Decree  had  obtained  the 
majority  of  fuffrages,  though  the  contrary 
was  evidently  demonftrated  by  a  compari- 
fon  of  the  whole  number  of  the  citizens 
who  had  attended  the  Primary  AlTemblies, 
with  the  number  of  thofe  faid  by  the  Af- 
fembly  to  have  voted  in  favour  of  it.  In 
vain  were  the  daily  papers  filled  with  the 
ftrongeft  remonllrances  againft  this  act  of 
defpotifm.  A  moft  violent  agitation  ap- 
peared in  the  capital,  and  two  or  three  lec- 
tions even  refolved  to  oppofe  the  execution 
of  the  decree  by  force;  but  ill  armed, 
without  a  plan,  and  without  a  military 
leader,  on  the  firft  attempt  they  made,  the 
AlTembly  ordered  fome  detachments  of  the 
troops  of  the  line,  on  whom  they  could  de- 
pend, to  march  againft  them,  and  they  were 
cut  to  pieces  in  a  dreadful  manner. 

It  was  under  thefe  fanguinary  aufpices 
that  the  two  Councils,  forming  the  fourth 
National  AlTembly,  were  opened.  The 
frefh  members,  many  of  whom  were  honeft 
well-meaning  men,  finding  themfelves  in 
too  uiconfidcrable  a  minority  tn  attempt  a 
party,  had  the  prudence  to  content  them- 
felves 


INTRODUCTION.  XXxiil 


felves  with  fupporting  the  moft  moderate 
opinions,  and  with  following  the  public 
judgment  without  anticipating  it. 

In, the  year  following,  the  bias  of  the 
public  mind,  perhaps  too  haflily  turned  to- 
wards  Royalty,  mowed  itfelf  in  the  elec- 
tions of  the  members  for  the  new  Third, 
fo  clearly  as  to  alarm  the  Regicides  who 
compofed  the  Directory,  and  the  Conven- 
tionalities, who  (till  made  a  third  of  the  Le- 
giflative  Body ;  nor  did  they  lofe  a  moment 
in  deviling  means  for  their  defence.  That 
which  appeared  the  fureft  to  them  was,  to 
publifTi  notices  of  plots  among  the  Royalifls* 
and  annex  one  or  more  denunciations,  in 
terms  fo  vague  as  to  leave  room  for  impli- 
cating, when  neceffary,  all  their  adverfa- 
ries  ;  while  by  the  help  of  this  impofture 
they  procured  fome  fecret  information,  art- 
fully fabricated,  and  ever  eafily  obtained 
through  threats  or  rewards  by  thofe  who 
have  at  command  the  guillotine  and  the 
public  treafure. 

This  mafked  battery  was  ready  to  be 
opened  before  the  members  of  the  new 
Third  took  their  feats.  Thefe  at  firft  con- 
fined themfelves  to  the  fecuring  of  a  con- 
stant majority  in  the  two  Councils  in  fa- 
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vour  of  the  moderate  opinions ;  but  in  a 
little  time  every  fitting  was  marked  by  the 
repeal  of  fome  Revolutionary  law,  or  by 
fome  decree  tending  to  reftrain  the  Execu- 
tive Authority  within  the  limits  fixed  by 
the  Conftitution. 

The  Directory,  alarmed  at  the  abridge- 
ment of  their  power,  and  dreading  ftill 
more  ferious  attacks  upon  it,  came  to  a  re- 
folution  of  no  longer  poftponing  the  blow 
they  had  been  meditating  againft  the  Legif- 
lative  Affembly  :  but  no  fooner  did  the  troops 
which  they  purpofed  to  employ  in  the  bufi- 
nefs  pafs  the  line  fixed  by  the  Conftitution, 
than  their  approach  was  publifhed  in  feve- 
ral  journals,  and  created  a  fufpicion  of  the 
hoftile  intentions  of  the  Directory.  The 
Council  of  Five  Hundred  fent  them  a  mef- 
fao-e  on  this  occafion.    The  anfwer  returned 
by  the  Directory  was  unmeaning,  and  more 
calculated  to  confirm  than  difpel  the  fufpi- 
cion.   Another  menage,  in  a  loftier  ftyle 
than  the  former,  was  fent  to  demand  a  more 
explicit  reply;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
Council  of  Five  Hundred  charged  one  of 
its  Committees  to  procure  every  information 
neceflary  to  enable  the  Legiflative  Body  to 
difcover  and  punifti  the  real  culprits. 
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The  violent  cenfures  which  now  broke 
out  on  all  fides  againft  the  Directory  com- 
pelled them  to  withdraw  their  troops ;  and 
if  at  that  moment  the  Council  of  Five 
Hundred,  inftead  of  wafting  time  in  long 
fpeeches  and  vain  threats,  had  boldly  taken 
advantage  of  the  immenfe  power  they  might 
have  derived  from  the  willies  and  favour 
of  the  People,  the  Directory,  already  weak- 
ened by  divifions  among  themfelves,  would 
have  been  ruined.  But  the  want  of  union, 
of  a  plan,  and  of  energy  in  the  majority 
of  the  Legiflative  Body;  the  imprudent  fe- 
curity  of  fome,  the  fcruples  or  defertions  of 
others,  and  the  want  of  forecaft  in  all,  en- 
sured the  Directory  fuccefs  in  whatever  they 
chofe  to  attempt ;  and  they  determined  upon 
an  enterprife  of  the  moft  vigorous  nature, 
which  was  completely  executed  in  a  mo- 
ment without  the  fmalleft  opposition. 

In  the  morning  between  the  4th  and  5th 
of  September  the  pretended  difcovery  of  a 
plot  among  the  Royalifts  was  announced,  at 
one  o'clock  in  the  mornirfg,  by  the  firing 
of  cannon:  at  the  fame  inftant  Barthe- 
lemi,  a  member  of  the  Directory,  was  ar- 
refted ;  Carnot,  his  colleague,  difappeared ; 
and  the  Palace  of  the  Tuilenes  was  fur- 
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rounded  with  troops,  which  were  immedi- 
ately joined  by  the  Guards  of  the  Legiflative 
Body,  who  were  terrified,  or  had  been  pre- 
vioully  corrupted.  The  Infpectors  appointed 
by  the  Affembly  who  were  ftill  fitting  in  their 
Committee,  were  taken  up  and  carried  to  the 
prifons  in  the  Temple,  as  were  the  more 
obftreperous  members  in  the  majority  of  the 
two  Councils,  and  the  editors  and  printers 
of  moft  of  the  Paris  journals  ;  for  many 
of  them,  and  moft  of  the  deputies  on  the 
lift  of  profeription,  had  concealed  them- 
felves  or  taken  flight. 

No  fooner  was  this  outrageous  enterprife 
(which  under  the  pretence  of  faving  the 
Republic  deftroyed  the  very  bails  of  the 
Conftitution)  accomplifhed,  than  the  Di- 
rectory haftened  to  get  it  fanctioned  by  the 
minority  of  the  two  Councils,  now  confift- 
ing  almoft  entirely  of  the  members  of  the 
Convention,  who  had  remained  in  the  Le- 
gi dative  Body.  The  two  Councils,  thus 
broken  and  rendered  contemptible,  affembled 
by  order  of  the  Directory,  not  where  they 
ufually  fat,  but  the  one  at  a  Theatre,  and  the 
other  at  a  Hall  apppertaining  to  the  School 
for  Surgery,  and  completed  their  difgrace, 
not  only  by  approving  the  act  of  tyranny  that 
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had  b  een  practifed  againft  their  colleagues, 
but  by  becoming  themfelves  the  accomplices 
or  rather  the  paffive  inftruments  of  it ;  for  it 
was  alfo  by  the  order  of  the  Directory,  and 
limply  on  their  denunciation,  without  any 
inquiry  whatfoever,  that  they  condemned  all 
the  perfons  arretted,  or  ordered  into  cuftody, 
to  be  tranfported  to  fome  place  which  mould 
be  fixed  upon  by  the  Executive  Power.  This 
egregious  fentence  was  foon  followed  by  a  de- 
cree annulling  the  elections  of  a  great  many 
members  of  the  new  Third,  who,  though 
not  included  in  the  firft  lift  of  profcription, 
had  evinced  fome  principles  of  order,  juf- 
tice,  or  liberty,  incompatible  with  the  arbi- 
trary and  tyrannic  Government  which  the 
Directory  had  now  founded  on  the  ruins  of 
the  Constitution  of  1795. 

This  fifth  Revolution,  as  complete  as  the 
preceding  ones,  differed  from  them  eflen- 
tially  in  the  facility  and  promptnefs  with 
which  it  was  effected,  although  the  Party 
which  prevailed,  that  is  to  fay,  the  majo- 
rity of  the  Directory  and  the  minority  of 
the  Legiflative  Body,  had  to  combat  not  on- 
ly  againft  the  Conftitution,  but  againft  the 
opinion  and  even  againft  the  indignation  of 
the  Public.    That  moral  force,  on  which 
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the  majority  of  the  two  Councils  had  un- 
luckily placed  all  their  reliance,  vanifhed  in 
an  inftant  before  the  phyfical  force  of  a  de- 
tachment of  troops  confifting  of  fix  or  fe- 
ven  hundred  men ;  fo  true  is  it,  that  the 
power  of  the  public  opinion,  ridiculoufly 
exaggerated  in  thefe  days,  is  and  can  be  no 
more,  under  a  firm  and  well-ordered  Go- 
vernment, than  a  mere  fancy.  Men  accuf- 
tom  themfelves  too  eafily  to  take  for  public 
opinion  the  private  opinions  made  public  by 
certain  writers,  whofe  caution  or  audaciouf- 
nefs  depends  always  upon  the  energy  or 
feeblenefs  of  the  Supreme  Authority.  It  is 
the  fame  thing  with  popular  commotions  : 
they  are  eafily  excited  under  a  weak  Go* 
vernment,  which  does  not  poffefs  the  wifdom 
to  prevent  or  the  fpirit  to  fupprefs  them ;  but 
a  vigorous,  juft,  and  ftrict  Government  has 
nothing  to  fear  from  them.  The  Directory, 
compelled  to  withdraw  the  larger  body  of 
troops,  which  they  had  thought  neceffary  to 
enfure  the  Revolution  they  were  meditating, 
difcovered,  no  doubt,  great  ability  in  fecur- 
ing  the  two  Councils,  by  appearing  to  dread 
them :  but  it  was  chiefly  to  the  energy  of 
their  meafures,  and  to  the  concentration 
and  promptnefs  with  which  they  were  exe- 
cuted, 
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cuted,  that  they  owed  their  fuccefs.  Two 
days  before,  the  Legiflative  Body  might, 
without  obftruction,  have  impeached,  ar- 
retted, and  even  outlawed,  the  majority  of 
the  Directory,  who  were  execrated  by  the 
Public  under  the  title  of  Triumvirate  ;  and, 
if  requifite,  they  would  have  been  fupport- 
ed  by  more  than  30,000  armed  citizens,  who, 
with  Pichegru  and  Villot  at  their  head, 
wrould  foon  have  difperfed,  and  perhaps 
brought  over,  the  feeble  detachments  of 
troops  of  the  line  which  the  Directory 
had  at  their  command.  The  Legiflative 
Body,  relying  too  much  upon  its  popularity, 
did  not  fufficiently  confider,  that  the  People, 
whofe  impetuofity  is  commonly  decifive 
when  allowed  to  take  advantage  in  attack, 
are  always  feeble  on  the  defenfive,  and  to- 
tally unable  to  withftand  every  afTault  made 
previous  to  an  infurrection,  for  it  is  always 
eafy  to  prevent  their  afTembling.  It  was  on 
this  principle  that  the  Directory  founded  their 
operations,  and  the  5th  of  September  too 
well  proves  how  juftly.  That  day  reduced 
the  Legiflative  Body,  by  the  moft.  degrading 
fubjugation,  to  a  mere  difgufting  caricature 
of  National  Reprefentation ;  it  inverted  the 
Directory  with  the  moft  arbitrary  ajid  tyran- 
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nic  power,  and  reftored  the  fyftem  of  Ro- 
befpiere,  under  a  form  lefs  bloody,  but  not 
lefs  pernicious  ;  for  the  Revolutionary  Tri- 
bunals which  that  monfter  had  eftablifhed, 
were  fcarcely  more  expeditious  than  the  pre- 
fent  military  ones.  The  power  of  arbitrary 
and  unlimited  tranfportation  is,  in  time, 
as  deftructive  as  the  guillotine,  without  pof- 
feffing,  like  that,  the  advantage  of  exciting 
a  falutary  horror,  which,  by  recovering  the 
people  from  the  ftate  of  ftupor  and  apathy, 
the  conftant  effects  of  terror,  gives  them 
both  recollection  and  force  to  break  their 
chains.  Though,  in  violating  the  moil  ef- 
fential  regulations  of  the  Constitution,  the 
Directory  obtained  a  temporary  confirma- 
tion of  their  power,  their .  example  has 
pointed  out  to  thofe  who  wifh  to  put  an 
end  to  it  the  path  they  muft  purfue,  as  has 
the  example  of  the  two  Councils,  that  which 
they  muft  avoid.  The  Factions  adverfe  to 
the  prevailing  one,  are  crumed  and  intimi- 
dated, but  not  deftroyed ;  and  the  annual 
change  of  a  third  of  the  Legiflative  Body, 
and  of  a  member  of  the  Directory,  will 
produce  new  parties  or  invigorate  the  old. 
Thus  the  cataftrophe  of  the  5th  of  Septem- 
ber, far  from  having  confolidated  the  Re- 
public, 
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public,  or  rather  the  defpotic  Oligarchy 
that  reigns  in  France,  may  be  considered  as 
One  ftep  more  towards  Monarchy.  In  fact, 
the  country  draws  nearer  to  it  in  proportion 
as  the  public  power  becomes  more  concen- 
trated, and  it  is  at  prefent  more  concentrated 
than  ever  it  was.  It  is  now  no  longer  to  be 
wrefted  from  the  Popular  Societies,  from 
the  Departments,  from  the  Municipalities, 
or  even  from  the  Legiflative  Body;  it  is  alto- 
gether in  the  hands  of  the  Directory  ;  and 
from  them  it  will  be  torn  by  the  fame 
means  which  they  employed  to  feize  up- 
on it. 

Such  is  the  Revolution,  more  or  lefs  ad- 
vanced, but  inevitable,  which  is  flill  to  be 
expected  ;  and  it  will  but  prepare  the  way 
for  others,  if  it  end  not  in  the  re-eftablim- 
ment  of  Monarchy.  The  honour  of  link- 
ing off  the  laft  head  of  the  Revolutionary 
Hydra  is  referved  for  that  Party,  for  that 
Hero,  whoever  he  be,  who  mall  have  the 
fpirit  to  difplay  the  white  cockade,  and  cry 
aloud — Vive  le  Roi*! 

•  .  v'^immPh 

*  Let  the  Powers  of  Europe,  who  for  feven  years 
have  been  draining  their  countries  of  men  and  money, 
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CHAPTER  L 


The  Retreat  of  the  Archbifhop  of  Sens — 
Affembly  of  Notables — Fermentation  pro- 
duced by  it— Mr.  Necker — Memorial from 
the  Princes  — The  Duke  of  Orleans- 
Letter  from  the  Peers  to  the  King  

Convocation  of  the  States-General —  Vio- 
lent Infurretlions  *. 

THE  French  Monarchy,  after  an  exigence 
of  more  than  thirteen  centuries  attended  with 
a  variety  of  viciffitudes,  had  at  length  arrived 
at  the  limits  which  nature  feemed  to  have 

•  The  difturbances  and  infurredions  antecedent  to 
^period  have  been  related  in  the  firft  five  Chapters 
°*  my  Pnvate  Memoirs  publiOied  in  j797. 
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prefcribed  to  it,  and  beyond  which  its  extent 
became  unwieldy.  In  this  long  courfe  of  time 
France  had  never  been  conquered,  and  intef- 
tine  diffenfions  had  been  lefs  frequent  there 
than  in  the  other  States  of  Europe.  Under  the 
reign  of  Louis  XIV.  it  attained  the  higher! 
degree  of  glory  and  profperity,  became  in  a 
manner  the  country  of  great  men  of  every 
kind,  and  was  considered  as  the  firft  of  Na- 
tions. The  fupreme  power  was  confolidated 
as  well  by  the  wifdom  as  by  the  firmnefs 
with  which  it  was  exercifed. 

At  the  death  of  Louis  XIV.  France,  itill 
governed  by  his  lliade,  prefented  a  grand 
phenomenon.  The  fprings  of  Adminiftra- 
tion  preferved,  during  a  long  minority,  by 
the  force  of  habit  alone,  the  regular  and 
vigorous  action  which  had  been  impreffcd 
upon  them ;  and  while  the  fortunes  of  indi- 
viduals were  fhaken,  and  thoufands  of  pri- 
vate families  ruined,  by  Law's  fcheme,  the 
public  fecurity  received  no  injury  whatever; 
fo  deeply  rooted  was  the  refpect  for  the 
-King's  authority. 

During  the  Adminiftration  of  Cardinal 
Fleury  the  Royal  power  experienced  no  di- 
minution, becaufe  it  was  employed  with 
moderation.    The  peace  of  1748  introduced 
*  a  new 
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a  new  order  of  things.  In  1750,  the  King, 
wifhing  to  eftablifli  public  credit  by  a  fink- 
ing fund,  laid  a  tax  of  a  twentieth  part  on 
all  income  without  diftinclion.  The  Clergy 
and  the  Provincial  States  remonftrated  againfl 
this  tax,  as  infringing  upon  their  privileges, 
and,  unfortunately  for  the  State,  their  remon- 
jftrances  prevailed.  The  Clergy  were  ex- 
empted from  the  tax,  and  permitted  to  make 
a  voluntary  gift  in  its  ftead.  The  Provin- 
cial States  were  allowed  to  enter  into  fub- 
fcriptions.  $y  this  precedent  it  was  feen 
that  it  was  poffible  to  oppofe  the  King's  will 
iiiccefs fully,  even  when  it  was  juft. 

The  Government  was  farther  injured  by 
the  infufficiency  and  verfatility  of  its  de- 
cifions  upon  the  religious  queftions  which 
arofe  between  the  Clergy  and  the  Parlia- 
ments. The  Royal  authority  loft  alfo  much 
of  its  weight  by  the  great  influence  which 
intereft  and  intrigue  had  in  the  appointment 
of  perfons  to  the  chief  employments.  Men 
who  were  neither  formed  by  habit  nor  tafte  to 
diligence,  or  who  had  no  experience  in  Ad- 
miniftration,  no  knowledge  of  bufinefs,  were 
placed  in  the  offices  of  the  Colberts,  Lou- 
vois,  d'Argen/ons,  and  Maehaults.  An 
augmentation  of  the  expences  of  the  State, 
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and  a  neceffity  for  having  recourfe  to  new 
taxes  to  meet  them,  were  the  confequence. 
Thence  thofe  frequent  difputes  with  the 
Parliaments,  and  thofe  continual  remon- 
Itrances  the  boldnefs  of  which  kept  pace 
with  the  weaknefs  of  the  Miniftry.  Beds  of 
Juftice  were  multiplied,  and  Courts  were  fuf- 
pended,  fupprefled,  and  re-eftablimed,  with- 
out becoming  more  docile.  Acts  of  autho- 
rity exercifed  againft  the  Magiftrates  made 
their  refinance  but  the  more  illuftrious. 

At  the  fame  period  of  time  there  arofe 
an  audacious  and  guilty  feci,  who,  under 
the  name  of  Philofopky,  created  a  new 
power,  which  they  called  Public  Opinion, 
and  of  which  they  conftituted  themfelves 
the  organs.  Its  feat  exifted  no  where,  and 
its  Decrees  were  promulgated  only  by  fedi- 
tious  writings  and  infolent  declamations, 
which,  far  from  expreffing  the  general  fen- 
timent  or  wifh,  were  found,  on  examination, 
to  contain  merely  the  opinions  that  fome 
pfeudo-philofophers  took  it  into  their  heads 
to  publifh.  They  afTailed  both  the  Altar  and 
the  Throne,  Morality  and  Subordination, 
fometimes  with  the  weapons  of  ridicule,  at 
others  by  making  a  queftion  of  the  wifdom 
of  all  the  inftitutions  rendered  facred  by 

their 
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their  antiquity.  They  fummoned  before 
them  Minifters,  Generals,  and  all  the  Agents 
of  public  power — frequently  determined  their 
appointment  and  their  difgrace. 

Under  Louis  XVI,  this  new  Sovereignty, 
which  the  writers  and  factious  of  all  coun- 
tries prided  themfelves  on  being  called  to 
participate,  became  ftill  more  formidable. 
The  fpurious  philofophy  found  profelytes 
even  in  the  Council  of  the  King.  The  er- 
rors of  the  Administration  grew  more  fe- 
rious,  and  the  very  virtues  of  the  Prince 
proved  injurious  to  his  power.  The  firft 
years  of  this  reign  were  marked  by  popular 
commotions,  occasioned  by  the  high  price  of 
corn.  The  Government  thought  that  they 
could  remedy  this  by  addrelimg  differtations 
to  the  people,  while  infurreclions,  from  ber 
ing  unpunished,  multiplied. 

The  American  war,  into  which  Louis  XVI. 
wi  uiforttm.ateljr  fea  uced  by  counfels  as 
impolitic  as  they  were  immoral,  opened  in 
France  new  buds  of  rebellion  :  it  at  once  fet 
the  example  and  taught  the  arts  of  it.  Con- 
fufed  ideas  of  Liberty,  of  Independence,  and 
of  Democracy,  fermented  in  the  brains  of 
men,  and  prepared  a  general  explofion, 
which  was  accelerated  by  the  unfkilfulnefs  of 

a  Mi- 
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a  Minifter  born  a  republican.     He  intro- 
duced republican  inftitutions  into  the  French 
Monarchy,  and  initiated  the  people  into  the 
knowledge  of  affairs  of  State.    A  defign, 
not  more  ambitious    than  foolifh,  of  ac- 
quiring great  popularity,  made  him  adopt 
the  project  of  providing  for  the  expences  of 
the  war  without  increafing  the  taxes  ;  which 
he  did  by  loans,  the  intereft  of  which  con- 
fiderably  augmented  the  deficit  that  already 
exifted  in  the  finances.    The  extraordinary 
means  to  which  the  Minifters  who  fucceed- 
ed  Mr.  Necker  were  obliged  to  have  recourfe 
to  cover  that  fatal  deficit,  -gave  rife  to  the 
mofr.  violent  declamations  againft  the  mif- 
management  of  the  revenues  of  the  State. 
The  oppofition  of  the  Parliaments  compelled 
the  King  to  convoke  an  AfTembly  of  Nota- 
bles.   His  Majefty  propofed  to  them  a  new 
fyflem  of  taxation,  and  the  eftablimment  of 
Provincial  AfTemblies  throughout  the  king- 
dom.   The  Notables  affented  to  the  propofal 
relative  to  Provincial  Affemblies,  but  reject- 
ed the  idea  of  all  new  taxation,  and  declared 
themfelves  incompetent  to  confent  to  any. 
The  Parliament  followed  this  example,  and 
invited  the  King  to  affemble  the  States-Ge- 
neral.   Their  convocation  was  then  imme- 
diately 
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diately  demanded  in  every  part  of  the  King- 
dom, and  became  the  rallying  cry  of  the 
Factious.  The  Miniftry,  embarraned,  and 
endeavouring  to  gain  time,  had  the  extreme 
imprudence  to  invite  the  whole  Nation  to 
aflift  the  King  with  their  counfels.  From  that 
moment  every  pretender  to  genius  had  his 
plan  for  a  Conftitution,  his  fyftem  for  a  Go- 
vernment. The  Kingdom  was  deluged  with 
abfurd  and  inflammatory  writings.  The 
difcontent  and  fermentation  daily  increafing 
very  foon  brought  France  to  that  ftate  of 
general  agitation  and  diforder  which  had 
preceded  the  commotions  of  the  Fronde,  the 
character  and  confequenccs  of  which  are 
energetically  depi&ed  by  Cardinal  de  Retz. 
•«  The  Parliament/'  fays  he,  "  murmured 
at  the  edict  of  the  Tarif,  and  as  foon  as  they 
murmured  every  body's  eyes  were  opened ; 
but  ftill  they  groped,  as  if  in  the  dark,  for 
laws  which  were  no  longer  to  be  found. 
Men  inquired  of  one  another  for  them ;  and 
in  this  agitation,  the  queftions  which  their 
mutual  explanations  gave  rife  to,  obfcure  as 
they  were,  and  venerable  by  their  obfcurity, 
became  problematic,  and  for  that  reafon 
odious  to  one  half  of  them.  The  People 
entered  the  fanctuary :  they  drew  afide  the 
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veil,  which  ought  ever  to  cover  all  that  can 
be  faid,  or  all  that  can  be  thought,  of  the 
rights  of  Nations,  and  of  thofe  of  Kings, 
which  never  agree  fo  well  as  in  filence  "V 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  minds  of  men 
in  France,  when  Louis  XV L  engaged  to 
convoke  the  States-General.  At  that  period 
commence  the  facts  which  I  have  under- 
taken to  relate. 

The  retreat  of  the  Archbifhop  of  Sens 
was  celebrated  at  Paris  with  thofe  feditious 
tranfports  of  joy,  infulting  to  the  Royal  au- 
thority, to  which  his  extravagant  conduct 
had  expofed  all  the  agents  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  day  after  his  departure,  the  mob, 
affembling  at  the  Place- Dauphine,  made 
a  bonfire,  in  which  they  burnt  a  whimfi- 
cal  figure,  drefTed  in  a  red  cafTock,  repre- 
fenting  the  Cardinal.  To  prevent  a  repe- 
tition of  this  indecent  farce  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  which  had  been  announced,  a  con- 
fiderable  detachment  of  the  Paris  Guards 
was  ftationed  at  the  Pont-neuf,  with  orders 
to  let  no  one  pafs  to  the  Place- Dauphine, 
except  perfons  reliding  there.  The  people 
ran  thither  in  a  crowd,  and  attempted  to 


*  Memoirs  of  Cardinal  de  Rctz,  vol.  1.  book  ii. 
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force  the  Guard ;  but  they  defended  them- 
felves  vigoroufly,  and  killed  or  wounded 
about  a  hundred  and  fifty  perfons.  The 
mutineers  were  not  di (heartened  by  this 
check.  They  infulted  and  ill-treated  all 
the  foldiers  of  the  watch  who  palled  the 
ftreets  in  their  uniform.  Small  bodies  both  of 
the  foot  and  horfe  guards  were  flopped,  and 
their  arms  taken  away.  The  fentry-box  on 
the  Pont-neuf  and  fome  others  were  burnt, 
while  acclamations  were  fhouted  to  Henry  IV. 
and  to  the  French  and  Swifs  Guards.  This 
cajolery,  which  the  year  after  brought  over 
the  former  regiment  to  the  populace,  was 
now  addreffed  to  both  as  a  return  of  thanks 
for  their  inaction,  or  as  an  invitation  to 
them  to  refufe  their  fervice,  mould  they 
be  called  upon.  But  it  did  not  produce 
the  hoped  effect ;  for  the  very  next  day  both 
thofe  regiments  marched  againft  the  rebels, 
difperfed  all  the  mobs,  and  put  an  end  to  the 
tumult  and  diforder  which  had  prevailed  for 
three  days  in  the  capital.  It  is  not  irrelevant 
to  obferve  here,  that  the  very  perfons  who 
were  feen  at  that  juncture  haranguing  and 
exciting  the  populace  to  revolt,  were  thofe 
who  were  afterwards  feen  afluming  the  lead 
in  all  the  rebellious  commotions  that  have 
2  taken 
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taken  place  in  the  courfe  of  the  Revolution. 
In  all  great  towns  there  is  a  certain  number 
of  worthlefs  people,  who  are  idle,  turbu^ 
lent,  and  audacious,  the  conftant  promoters 
of  diforder,  becaufe  it  is  favourable  to 
their  rogueries,  and  who  are  ever  ready  to 
join  the  firft  ringleader  willing  to  take  their 
crimes  into  pay.  The  officers  of  the  police 
ought  to  exert  their  utmoft  vigilance  in 
obtaining  a  knowledge  of  all  perfons  of  this 
clafs ;  they  fhould  be  acquainted  with  the 
abode  of  every  one  of  them,  their  con- 
nections, their  places  of  refort,  and  never 
lofe  fight  of  them,  particularly  at  junctures 
in  which  the  public  tranquillity  is  in  any 
danger.  It  is  always  eafier  to  prevent  than 
to  fupprefs  infurrections,  and  the  furelt  mode 
of  preventing  them  is  to  fecure  in  time 
thofe  perfons  who  alone  are  capable  of  ex- 
citing them. 

Sept.  1788.]  Atthis  period  Marflial  Biron, 
who  was  the  Colonel  of  the  French  Guards, 
died ;  an  event  which  may  be  confidered  as 
one  of  thofe  that  contributed  to  the  Revolu- 
tion. The  fubordination  and  fidelity  of 
that  regiment  depended  in  a  very  great 
meafure  upon  the  attachment  which  the  fol- 
diers  had  to  their  Commander,  whom  they 
1  re- 


SfiPT.  1788.]       FRENCH   REVOLUTION.  £ 

refpected,  whom  they  adored,  whom  they 
all  looked  upon  as  their  father.    The  bare 
dread  of  giving  him  pain  was  enough  to 
hold  them  to  their  duty,   and  would  have 
counteracted  all  the  means  ufed  to  feduce 
them.    His  fucceffor  was  lefs  bent  on  prc- 
ferving  thofe  invaluable  affections,  than  on 
introducing  into  the  regiment  innovations, 
Which  perhaps  would  have  been  ufeful  in 
more  tranquil  times,  but  were  at  leaft  im- 
prudent at  a  moment  when  all  ideas  on  Re- 
form were  already  become  Revolutionary 
ideas. 

It  was  in  thefe  circumflances,  the  mod 
critical  in  which  France  had  ever' flood,  that 
Louis  XVI,  adhering  to  the  engagement  he 
had   folemnly  entered  into  of  aflembling 
the  States-General,  refolved  upon  convoking 
them.    His  Majefty  might  have  followed 
the  example  of  his  predeceffors,  and  regu- 
lated in  the  Council,  by  his  own  authority, 
every  thing  relative  to  the  Conflitution  of 
that  Affembly,  and  to  the  mode  of  calling 
it  together.    No  one  would  have  thought  of 
difputing  the  King's  right  to  adopt,  for  that 
purpofe,  what  had  been  praftifed  in  any  of 
the  former  Affemblies.    This  would  doubt- 
kfs  have  been  the  wifeft  flep  j  but  it  was 
VoL-  h  E  too 
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too  Ample  to  meet  with  Mr.  Necker's  ap- 
probation.   Whether  with  the  view  of  fig- 
nalizing  his  return  to  adminiftration  by 
fome  very  brilliant  exploit,  or  of  giving 
the  greater  folemnity  to  the  King's  refolu- 
tion,   he  propofed  and  prevailed  on  the 
Council  to  adopt  the  meafure  of  convoking 
the  Notables  a  fecond  time,  in  order  to  fub- 
mit  to  their  confideration  feveral  queftions, 
as  delicate  as  important,  refpecting  the  con- 
stitution of  the  States-General.  This  fecond 
meeting  was  compofed  of  the  fame  mem- 
bers as  the  former,  and  was  alfo  held  at 
Verfailles  in  the  month  of  November  1788. 
A  moft  violent  ferment  very  foon  appeared 
in  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  chiefly  at 
Paris.    The  great  queftions  propofed  to  the 
Notables  were  points  difcufled  by  the  mul- 
titude, in  coffee-houfes,    taverns,   and  all 
public  places-;  and  thofe  tumultuous  debates 
of  ignorance  and  delirium  were  already  dif- 
poling  to  Anti-monarchical  notions  a  majo- 
rity of  the  moll:  formidable  nature  under  a 
weak  Government. — that  of  the  Populace. 
The  Clubs  at  the  Palais-Royal  became  daily 
more  turbulent ;    the   moll  inflammatory 
writings  were  difperfed  with  an  alarming 
facility  and  profufion;  yet  neither  the  Po- 
lice 
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lice  nor  the  Minifter  appeared  to  take  the 
lead:  notice  of  them.  The  fpirit  of  revolt  was 
fpreading  moft  rapidly  in  all  the  provinces, 
and  the  plot  againft  the  Clergy  and  the  No- 
bility was  almoft  general.  Such  were  the  evi- 
dent effects  of  that  ftriking  Report,  upon 
which  Mr.  Necker,  againft.  the  almoft  una- 
nimous opinion  of  the  Affembly  of  Nota- 
bles, prevailed  upon  the  Council  to  adopt 
the  refolution  of  granting  to  the  Third  Or- 
tier  a  double  number  of  Reprefentatives  in 
the  States-General. 

At  this  critical  moment  the  Princes  deli- 
vered the  following  remarkable  Memorial  to 
the  King,  which  the  difaffected  had  the  af- 
furance  to  entitle  the  Manifefto  of  a  War 
pretended  to  have  been  planned  againft 
the  Third  Order,  but  which  pofterity  will 
fee  was  a  prophetic  fketch  of  the  Revo- 
lution. 

The  Memorial  prefented  to  the  King  by  the 
Count  d'Artois,  the  Prince  de  Conde,  the 
Duke  de  Bourbon,  the  Duke  d'Enghien, 
and  the  Prince  de  Conti. 

"  Sire, 

"  WHEN  your  Majefty  forbade  the  No- 
tables to  take  under  their  confideration  the 
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Memorial  delivered  to  them  by  his  High- 
nefs  the  Prince  de  Conti,  your  Majefty  de- 
clared to  the  Princes  of  your  blood,  that, 
whenever  they  had  any  thing  to  propofe 
tending  to  the  good  of  your  fervice  and  of 
the  State,  they  might  addrefs  themfelves  to 
you. 

"  The  Count  d'Artois,  the  Prince  de 
Conde,  the  Duke  de  Bourbon,  the  Duke 
d'Engkien,  and  the  Prince  de  Conti,  think 
it  their  duty  to  take  the  advantage  of  that 
declaration  of  your  Majefty. 

"  In  fad,  to  the  Princes  of  your  blood, 
who  hold  the  higheft  rank  of  your  fubjects, 
who  are  born  your  counfellors,  who  by  their 
rights  are  interefted  to  defend  yours,  to  them 
does  it  particularly  belong  to  lay  truth  be- 
fore you,  and  they  think  themfelves  alf<? 
sound  to  fubmit  their  fentiments  and  opi- 
nions to  your  Majefty. 

"  Sire,  the  State  is  in  danger.  Your 
perfon  is  refpedted ;  the  virtues  of  the  Mo- 
narch enfure  him  the  homage  of  the  Na- 
tion ;  but,  Sire,  a  Revolution  is  taking  place 
in  the  principles  of  the  Government, 
brought  on  by  a  ferment  in  the  minds  of 
the  People.  Inftitutions  held  facred,  and  by 
which  this  Monarchy  has  profpered  for  fo 

many 
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many  ages,  are  made  fubjects  of  debate, 
and  even  decried  as  replete  with  injuf- 
tice. 

"  The  writings  which  have  appeared 
fince  the  Aflembly  of  Notables  has  been 
fitting ;  the  Memorials  which  have  been  de- 
livered to  the  underfigned  Princes  the  Pe- 
titions drawn  up  by  feveral provinces,  towns, 
or  focieties ;  the  object  and  Ityle  of  thofe 
Petitions  and  Memorials,  all  proclaim  and 
prove  a  digefted  fyftem  of  diforder,  and 
contempt  for  the  laws  of  the  State.  Every 
author  fets  himfelf  up  for  a  legiflator ;  elo- 
quence, and  the  art  of  writing,  even 
though  deftitute  of  ftudy,  knowledge,  or 
experience,  feem  to  beftow  a  fufficient  title  to 
regulate  the  Conftitutions  of  Empires.  Who- 
ever advances  a  bold  propofition,  whoever 
propofes  a  change  of  the  laws,  is  fure  to 
find  readers  and  partifans. 

"  Such  is  the  unhappy  progrefs  of  this 
effervefcence,  that  opinions,  which  fome 
time  ago  would  have  appeared  extremely 
reprehenfible,  now  appear  juft  and  reafona- 
ble ;  and  what  good  men  are  now  hurt  at, 
will  in  a  fhort  time,  perhaps,  pafs  as  regu- 
lar and  legal.  Who  can  fay  where  the  rafh- 
nefs  of  opinion  will  flop?  The  rights  of 
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the  Throne  have  been  difputed ;  opinions 
are  divided  on  the  rights  of  the  two  Orders 
of  the  State;  very  foon  the  rights  of  pro- 
perty will  be  attacked,  and  inequality  of 
fortune  be  pointed  out  as  an  object  of  re- 
form. A  fuppreflion  of  the  Feudal  Rights 
has  been  already  propofed,  as  they  are  faid 
to  be  a  fyltern  of  opprellion,  and  a  remnant 
of  barbarifm. 

"  From  thefe  new  fyltems,  and  the  plan 
of  effecting  a  change  in  rights  and  the  laws, 
has  arifen  the  defign,  announced  by  fome 
Societies  of  the  Tiers  Etat,  of  obtaining 
for  that  Order  a  double  number  of  votes  in 
the  States-General,  while  each  of  the  two 
other  Orders  are  to  have  only  a  fingle 
proportion.  The  underfigned  Princes  will 
not  repeat  what  has  been  declared  by  feve- 
ral  Committees  ;  the  injuflice  and  the  dan- 
ger of  innovation,  either  in  the  conftitution 
of  the  States-General  or  in  the  mode  of 
convoking  them  ;  the  multitude  of  claims 
that  would  flart  up  in  confequence;  the 
facility,  if  the  votes  be  taken  individually 
and  not  by  Orders,  of  endangering,  by  fedu- 
cing  fome  members  of  the  Tiers  Etat,  the 
interefts  of  that  Order,  better  protected  by 
the  prcfent  Constitution  j  the  deflruction  of 
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the  balance  fo  wifely  eftablifhed  among  the 
Three  Orders,  and  of  their  refpective  inde- 
pendence. 

'1  It  has  been  fignified  to  your  Majefty, 
how  important  it  is  to  adhere  to  the  only 
form  of  convoking  the  States-General  which 
is  conftitutional,  that  prefcribed  by  law  and 
cuftom;  to  the  diftinction  of  the  Orders,  to 
the  rights  of  feparate  deliberation,  and  to 
the  equality  of  votes— thofe  unalterable, 
foundations  of  the  French  Monarchy. 

"  It  has  not  been  concealed  from  your 
Majefty,  that  to  change  the  form  of  the 
letters  of  convocation  for  the  Tiers  Etat 
only,  and  to  call  to  the  States-General  dou- 
ble the  number  of  the  deputies  of  that 
Order,  even  though  two  voices  went  but 
for  one  vote,  as  heretofore,  would  be  an  in- 
direct mode  of  allowing  the  claim  of  the 
Tiers  Etat,  which,  taught  by  its  firft  fuc- 
cefs,  would  not  be  difpofed  to  remain  con- 
tented with  a  conceffion  having  no  object, 
and  being  of  no  ufe  fo  long  as  the  increaf- 
ed  number  of  deputies  made  no  alteration  in 
the  number  of  votes. 

Your  Majefty  may  alfo  have  been  con- 
vinced, that  the  union  of  two  deputies  form- 
ing one  vote,  may,  by  their  having  differ- 
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ent  opinions,  occafion  their  votes  to  be 
drawn  ;  and  if  a  drawn  vote  be  considered 
as  nothing,  according  to  the  ufual  cuftom, 
it  opens  a, new  door  of  refinance  againft  the 
Government.  < 

"  Thefe  principles  have  been  unfolded, 
and  feem  to  have  been  demonftrated  in  the 
fullest:  manner. 

'*  It  only  remains  for  the  undersigned 
Princes  to  exprefs  their  attachment  to  the 
State  and  to  your  Majesty.  They  cannot 
refrain  from  declaring,  that  they  mould  be 
exceedingly  alarmed  for  the  State,  were  the 
pretended  claims  of  the  Third  Order  rati- 
fied, and  for  the  melancholy  confequences 
that  would  attend  the  propofed  alteration  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  States.  In  fuch  an 
alteration  they  have  a  gloomy  profpect ; 
they  fee  every  King,  according  to  his  views> 
or  his  partialities,  changing  the  rights  of 
the  Nation;  a  fuperftitious  King  beftowing 
the  preponderance  of  fuffrages  upon  the 
Clergy  ;  a  warlike  King  lavifhing  them  up,, 
on  the  Nobility,  his  followers  in  war ;  and 
then  would  the  Tiers  Etat,  which  at  this 
moment  would  be  the  gainer  of  the  fupe- 
riority,  have  caufe,  from  thofe  fluctuations, 
to  repent  their  fuccefs  ;  each  Order,  in  its 

turn. 
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turn,  opprefling  or  opprefled,  the  Conftitu- 
tion  corrupted  or  unfteady,  the  Nation  ever 
divided,  and  thenceforth  ever  feeble  and 
wretched. 

"  But  there  are  ftill  more  impending 
misfortunes.  In  a  kingdom  where  for  fo 
long  a  time  civil  difTenHons  have  been  un- 
known, it  is  painful  to  pronounce  difunion; 
it  is  an  event,  however,  we  muft  expect, 
if  the  rights  of  the  two  higher  Orders  un- 
dergo any  violation  ;  for  one  or  perhaps 
both  of  thofe  Orders  may  difavow  the 
States- General,  and  refufe  to  confirm  their 
own  degradation  by  appearing  at  the  Af- 
fembly. 

'*  Who  can  doubt  at  lean:  but  that  a 
great  number  of  gentlemen  would  attack 
the  legality  of  the  States-General,  protefl: 
againft  them,  caufe  their  Protefts  to  be  re- 
giftered  by  the  Parliaments,  and  even  declare 
them  to  the  States  themfelves  ? — From  that 
moment,  whatever  were  decreed  in  that 
AfTembly  would,  in  the  eyes  of  a  part  of  the 
Nation,  no  longer  have  the  force  of  National 
.confent ;  and  in  the  minds  of  people 
what  weight  would  not  Protefts  have, 
which  tended  to  exonerate  them  from  pay- 
ing the  taxes  granted  in  the  States  !  Thus, 

that 
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that  Aflembly,  fo  much  wifhed  for,  and  fo 
necefFary,  would  only  prove  a  fource  of 
troubles  and  diforder. 

46  But  even  were  your  Majefty  fure  of 
experiencing  no  obftacle  to  the  execution  of 
your  will,  can  you,  noble,  juft,  and  full  of 
fenfibility  as  you  are,  refolve  to  facriflce,  to 
injure  that  brave,  ancient,  and  refpectable  No- 
bility, who  have  (lied  fo  much  blood  for  their 
country  and  for  their  Kings;  who  placed 
Hugh  Capet  upon  the  Throne;  who  tore 
the  fceptre  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Englim, 
to  reflore  it  to  Charles  VII,  and  by  whom 
the  Crown  was  firmly  fettled  upon  the  head 
of  the  reigning  branch  ? 

4t  In  fpeaking  of  the  Nobility,  the 
Princes  of  your  blood  fpeak  for  themfelves; 
they  cannot  forget  that  they  make  a  part  of 
the  body  of  the  Nobility,  that  they  ought 
not  to  be  diftinguimed  from  it,  and  that 
their  higher!:  title  is  that  of  Gentlemen.  This 
was  faid  by  Henry  IV,  and  they  have  plea- 
sure in  repeating  the  expreffions  of  his  no- 
ble fentiments. 

"  Let  the  Tiers  Etat  then  ceafe  from 
attacking  the  rights  of  the  two  other  Or- 
ders ;— rights  which,  being  as  old  as  the 
Monarchy,  ought  to  be  as  unalterable  as 

the 
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the  Conftitution  of  it ;  and  let  it  confine  it- 
felf  to  foliciting  a  decreafe  of  the  taxes  with 
which  it  may  be  furcharged  :  then  might 
the  two  higher  Orders,  rinding  in  the  Third 
countrymen  who  are  dear  to  them,  gene- 
roufly  renounce  pecuniary  privileges,  and 
confent  to  fupport  the  public  burdens,  with 
the  moft  perfect  equality. 

'*  The  underfigned  Princes  requeft  to  fet 
the  example  of  every  facrifice  that  may  con- 
tribute to  the  good  of  the  State,  and  to  ce- 
ment the  union  of  the  Orders  that  com- 
pofe  it. 

"  Let  the  Tiers  Etat  reflect  what,  in 
the  end,  might  be  the  confequence  of  in- 
vading the  rights  of  the  Clergy  and  Nobi- 
lity, and  the  refult  of  the  confufion  of  the 
Orders. 

V  According  to  the  general  laws  by 
which  all  Political  Conftitutions  are  direct- 
ed, the  French  Monarchy  mull:  degenerate 
into  Defpotifm,  or  become  a  Democracy  j 
two  different  kinds  of  Revolution,  but  both 
deplorable. 

"  Againft  Defpotifm  the  Nation  has  two 
barriers — your  Majeity's  interefts,  and  your 
principles  :  and  your  Majefty  may  be  aflured, 
that  real  Frenchmen  will  never  admit  the 

idea 
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idea  of  a  Government  inconfiitent  with  the 
extent  of  the  State,  the  number  of  its  in- 
habitants, the  national  character,  and  the 
innate  fentiments  which  at  all  times  have 
attached  them  and  their  fathers  to  a  Sove- 
reign as  to  a  benefactor. 

"  The  underfigrred  Princes  will  purfue 
thcfc  reflections  no  farther.  It  is  with  re- 
gret they  have  fpoken  of  the  misfortunes 
which  threaten  the  State,  and  they  will 
turn  with  more  fatisfaction  to  its  re- 
four  ces. 

»*  Your  Majeity,  exalted  by  your  virtues 
above  the  ordinary  views  of  Sovereigns, 
who  are  for  the  molt  part  jealous,  and  am- 
bitious of  power,  has  made  conceffions  to 
your  fubjects,  which  they  did  not  require. 
You  have  called  upon  them  to  exercife  a 
right,  the  ufe  of  which  they  had  long  loft, 
and  almoft  forgotten.  This  noble  act  of 
juftice  lays  the  Nation  under  great  obliga- 
tions ;  and  they  ought  not  to  refufe  to  confide 
in  a  King  who  has  confided  in  them.  The 
burdens  of  the  State,  fanctioned  by  public 
confenf,  ought  to  be  borne  with  lefs  reluc- 
tance ;  and  the  Royal  authority,  more  regu- 
lar, and  confequently  more  venerable  and 
paternal,  mould  find  zealous  defenders  in 

the 
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the  Magiftrates,  who  in  times  of  difficulty 
have  always  been  the  props  of  the  Throne, 
and  who  know  that,  in  the  eyes  of  good 
citizens,  the  rights  of  their  King  and  Coun- 
try are  infeparable. 

"  That  generous  fentiment  which  has 
ever  diftinguimed  the  French — the  Love  for 
the  per/on  of  their  King  ;  that  fentiment, 
which  in  a  Monarchy  is  one  of  the  fprings 
of  the  Government,  and  is  blended  with 
patriotifm;  that  paffion,  that  cnthufiafm, 
which  has  produced  amongft.  us  fo  many 
great  and  heroic  actions,  fo  many  ftruggles 
and  facrifices,  which  the  laws  could  not 
dictate,  will  ftill  appear  with  energy. 

"  The  underfigned  Princes  take  pleafure 
in  fpeaking  the  language  of  fenfibility  to  your 
Majefty;  they  are  of  opinion,  that  they 
mould  never  Ipcak  any  other  to  their  So- 
vereign. 

"  In  you,  Sire,  all  your  fubjeds  behold 
a  father,  but  it  more  particularly  belongs  to 
the  Princes  of  your  blood  to  call  you  bv 
that  name:  you  have  mown  the  feelings  of 
one  to  each  of  them,  and  gratitude  makes 
them  fo  earneft  with  your  Majefty. 

"  Deign,  Sire,  to  liften  to  the  prayer  of 
your  children,  didated  by  the  moft  tender 

and 
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and  refpe&ful  concern,  by  the  defire  of  pub- 
lic tranquillity,  and  of  fupporting  the  power 
of  a  King,  the  more  worthy  of  being  loved 
and  obeyed,  as  his  whole  folicitude  is  for 
the  happinefs  of  his  fubjects. 

"  (Signed)     Charles-Philip,  Louis- Jo- 

feph  de  Bourbon,  Louis- 
Henry-  Jofeph  deBourbon, 
Louis- Anthony- Henry  de 
Bourbon,  Louis- Fran  cis- 
.  Jofeph  de  Bourbon." 

At  that  time  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  en- 
grofTed  in  courting  popularity,  refufed  his 
concurrence  and  signature  .to  this  Memorial. 
He  aflumed  the  greatefl  devotion  for  the 
caufe  of  the  Tiers  Etat,  and  the  tendered 
folicitude  for  the  relief  of  the  People.  From 
the  mofb  fordid  covetoufnefs  he  was  feen 
fuddenly  paffing  to  the  moft.  often  tatious 
prodigality.  He  ordered  bread  to  be  distri- 
buted to  the  poor,  in  almoft.  every  pari m  of 
the  capital ;  caufed  fires  to  be  made  on  very 
cold  days  in  all  the  fquares  and  principal 
ftreets ;  and  hired  two  coach-houfes  near 
the  Palais-Bourbon,  which  he  turned  into 
kitchens,  where  his  own  cooks  attended  to 
roaft  large  joints  of  meat,  which  they  di- 
2  vided 
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vided  among  the  neceffitous,  with  a  propor- 
tionate quantity  of  bread.  Thefe  acts  of 
liberality,  publiflied  in  all  the  papers  with 
exaggeration  and  in  a  {hiking  manner, 
gained  him  the  favour  of  the  People  to  a 
degree  that  greatly  difquieted  the  Court, 
againft  which,  fince  his  laft  banilhment,  he 
retained  an  animofity  he  no  longer  concealed. 
Nor  were  they  lefs  alarmed  for  the  effect 
which  was  naturally  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  public  inftructions  addreffed  by  that 
Prince  to  all  his  bailiwicks,  and  which  he 
caufed  to  be  difperfed  by  thoufands  through- 
out the  whole  kingdom.  Thefe  instruc- 
tions, which  were  drawn  up  by  the  Abbe 
Sieyes,  contained,  among  other  remarkable 
regulations,  a  defire  that  the  Bailiwick  Af- 
femblies  would  direct  their  deputies  to  the 
States-General  to  petition  for  a  periodical 
return  of  the  National  Affemblies,  for  an 
equal  contribution  to  the  taxes,  and  for  the 
introduction  of  a  law  of  divorce  into  France. 
It  was  not  without  the  greater!:  rapture  that 
the  people  heard  thofe  inftructions  read, 
although  the  moft  of  them  were  far  above 
their  comprehenfion. 

The  Parliament  of  Paris  hoped  to  calm 
the  general  eftervefcence,  and  to  recall  the 

minds 
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minds  of  men  to  more  reafonablc  ideas,  by 
determining  previoufly,  in  a  folemn  refolu- 
tion,  the  principal  reforms  and  improve- 
ments with  which  they  judged  the  Nation 
mould  be  fatisfied.  In  that  Refolution,  en- 
titled A  Refolution  upon  the  prefent  State 
of  the  Nation ,  it  was  faid,  that  as  the  ap- 
proaching AlTcmbly  of  the  States-General 
might  be  confidered  as  an  AlTembly  ftrictly 
National,  it  was  neceflary,  in  convening  it, 
that  the  King  mould  be  pleafed  to  de- 
clare— 

1.  The  periodical  return  of  the  States- 

General. 

2.  Their  right  to  mortgage  certain  taxes 

to  the  creditors  of  the  State. 

3.  Their  duty  to  the  Nation  of  grant- 

ing no  fubfidy  but  what  was  de- 
finite, both  as  to  the  amount,  and 
the  time  for  which  it  was  granted. 

4.  Their  right  of  freely  fettling  and  ap- 

pointing the  funds  of  each  de- 
partment, for  the  revenue  of  the  • 
State. 

:  5.  His  Majefty's  refolution  of  concert- 
ing with  the  States-General  for 
the  fuppprefTion  of  all  partial 
taxation  of  the  Orders,  and  for 

the 
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the  fubftitution  of  common  fubfi- 
dies  to  be  equally  levied. 

6.  The  refponfibility  of  Minifters. 

j.  The  right  of  the  States-General  to  im- 
peach and  profecute,  in  all  cafes 
in  which  the  Nation  at  large  mould 
be  concerned. 

8.  The  power  of  the  States-General  over 

the  Supreme  Courts,  fo  that  the 
Courts  neither  ought  to  fuffer  nor 
can  fuffer  any  fubfidy  to  be  levied 
which  was  not  granted,  nor  con- 
cur in  the  execution  of  any  law 
which  was  not  propofed  or  agreed 
to,  by  the  States-General. 

9.  The  perfonal  liberty  of  the  fubjedt, 

by  the  obligation  of  immediately 
delivering  every  man  who  mail  be 
arretted,  into  the  hands  of  his  na* 
tural  judges. 
10.  The  Liberty  of  the  Prefs. 

The  exemptions  from  taxation  being  the 
conftant  object  of  the  declamations  of  the 
popular  writers,  and  the  moft  apparent  mo- 
tive of  the  animofity  of  the  Tiers  Etat 
againft  the  privileged  Orders,  the  Peers  on 

Vol.  I,  F  this 
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this  occafion  addreffed  a  letter  to  the  King, 
in  which  they  fupplicated  him  to  accept 
their  wifhes  of  bearing  a  juft  proportion  of 
the  taxes  according  to  their  revenues.  The 
fame  wifhes  were  exprefled  in  the  Inftruc- 
tions  (cayers)  of  the  Nobility  of  almoft  all 
the  bailiwicks  in  the  kingdom.  This  letter, 
which  is  at  once  an  undeniable  proof  of  the 
generofity  of  the  French  Nobility,  and  of 
the  injuftice  of  the  perfecutions  they  have 
fufFered,  was  figned  by  all  the  Peers,  and 
was  conceived  in  the  following  terms  : 

«*  :SlRE, 

"  The  Peers  of  your  realm  are  eager 
"  to  give  your  Majefty  and  the  Nation 
"  proofs  of  their  zeal  for  the  profperity  of 
f<  the  State,  and  of  their  defire  to  cement 
"  union  among  all  the  Orders,  by  fuppli- 
*'  eating  your  Majefty  to  receive  the  folemn 

wifhes  they  lay  at  the  feet  of  the  Throne, 
"  of  bearing  a  juft  proportion  of  the  taxes 
■"  and  public  burdens,  according  to  their 
11  fortunes,  without  any  peamiary  privi- 

lege  whatfoever.  They  have  no  doubt 
"  but  that  thefe  fentiments  would  be  una- 
m  nimoufly  exprefted  by  all  the  gentlemen 

•i  of 
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44  of  your  kingdom,  were  they  alTembled  to 
"  depofit  them  refpectfully  in  the  bofom  of 
"  your  Majefty." 

The  Tiers  Etat  ought  to  have  been  fa- 
tisfied  with,  and  grateful  for,  thefe  import- 
ant facrifices ;  but  they  were  fometimes  re- 
prefented  as  acts  of  hypocrify,  which  ought 
not  to  be  relied  upon  ;  fometimes  as  indica- 
tions of  fear,  which  mould  encourage  that 
Order  to  rife  in  their  demands.  By  fuch 
perfidious  infinuations,  the  Factions  kept 
alive  the  diflruft  and  agitation  of  the  People, 
and  difpofed  them  to  revolt.  The  moll:  in- 
flammatory pamphlets  againlt  the  Clergy 
and  the  Nobility  were  circulated  through 
the  whole  kingdom,  without  the  leaft  oppo- 
sition ;  and  the  molt  fhameful  caricatures,  ex- 
pofed  to  view  in  the  fquares,  on  the  quays, 
and  at  the  print-mops  in  Paris,  excited  the 
crowds  they  collected,  to  infult  not  only  the 
Eccleiiaftics,  but  every  well-drefled  man 
who  happened  to  be  palling.  It  was  by 
fuch  grofs  excefles  that  the  vilelt  rabble, 
confidering  themfelves  as  a  part  of  the  Tiers 
Etat,  fignalized  the  victory  gained  for  that 
Order  by  Mr.  Necker's  Report. 

The  letters  for  convoking  the  States-Ge- 

F  2  neral 
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neral  were  hTued  at  this  crifis,  [Jan,  1789.] 
The  affectionate  and  truly  paternal  fenti- 
ments  expreffed  in  thefe  by  the  King  ought 
to  have  allayed  all  dilcohtent,  and  diflipated 
all  uneafinefs  ;  and  no  doubt  they  did  pro- 
duce that  effect  among  the  reafonable,  ho- 
neft,  and  well-affected  perfons  of  the  three 
Orders ;   but  the  turbulent  and  ambitious, 
.  the  intriguing,  and  the  Revolutionary  fanatics, 
did  not  relax  the  leaft  on  that  account  in 
the  project  for  overturning  every  thing,  but 
continued  preparing  the  means  for  carrying 
it  into  execution.    Of  thefe,  infurrections 
being  the  moll:  vigorous,  they  were  found 
breaking  out,  at  the  fame  time,  in  feveral 
provinces,  under  the  moft  chimerical  pre- 
tences, and  almoft  all  directed  againft  the 
Nobles,  who  were  marked  out  already  for 
the  hatred  of  the  people,  by  the  fatal  appel- 
lation of  Arijlocrats,  and  accufed  of  en- 
groffing  the  corn,  in  a  printed  denunciation, 
which  was  publicly  distributed  on  the  Pont- 
nenf,  and  at  the  gates  of  the  public  walks 
of  the  capital ;  at  the  fame  time  placards 
were  ftuck  up  in  the  Fauxbourgs,  which 
threatened  a  general  infurrection  if  the  price 
of  bread  was  not  lowered. 

Such  was  the  fad  temper  of  the  times  at 

the 
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the  eve  of  the  meeting  of  the  States -General, 
which  was  fixed  for  the  27th  of  April. 
It  was,  however,  poftponed  till  the  4th  of 
May,  as  the  building  in  which  they  were 
to  afTemble  could  not  be  fooner  got  ready. 
In  the  week  preceding  that  too  memorable 
day,  a  moll  violent  infurrection  broke 
out  in  Paris,  and  which  was  the  more 
remarkable,  as  neither  the  motives  for  it 
nor  the  real  inftigators  have  ever  been  pro- 
perly known.  It  is  more  than  probable  it 
had  no  other  objed  than  that  of  training  the 
populace  to  thefe  kinds  of  outrageous  enter- 
prifes,  and  of  encouraging  them  to  refill  the 
military.  However  that  be,  on  the  27th  of 
April,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  fe- 
veral  bands  of  ruffians,  armed  with  blud- 
geons, appeared  in  the  ftreets,  dragging  a 
figure,  on  which  was  a  label,  with  the 
name  of  Reveillon;  the  proprietor  of  an 
extenfive  paper-hanging  manufactory,  in  the 
Fauxbourg  St.  Antoine.  The  alarm  fpread 
by  their  uproar  and  threats,  occasioned  the 
fhops  to  be  fhut  in  all  the  ftreets  through 
which  they  pafTed.  They  made  their  firfl 
halt  at  the  Palais-Royal,  where  they  pro- 
claimed a  feigned  decree  of  the  Tiers  Etat, 
condemning  Reveillon  to  be  hanged  in  ef- 
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%y.  After  dragging  the  figure  about  for  a 
long  time,  they  took  it  to  the  Place  de 
Greve,  where  they  hanged  it,  and  then  dif- 
perfing  to  different  public-houfes  fpent  the 
night  in  riot  and  uproar. 

Thofe  who  were  afked  what  were  their 
motives  for  animofity  againft  Reveillon, 
gave  infignificant  anfwers.  They  accufed 
him  vaguely  of  having  faid  that  "  the 
"  workmen's  wages  fliould  be  fixed  at  fifteen 
"fols  {jjd,)  a  day/'  and  !'  that  bread  was 
f<  not  too  dear  at  three  fols  and  a  half  (l^d.) 
a  pound/'  This  was  the  more  abfurd,  as  in 
no  other  manufactory  of  the  fame  kind  in 
Paris  were  the  workmen's  wages  higher 
than  at  Reveillon's. 

The  infurrection  of  the  27th  was  nothing 
in  comparifon  with  that  which  took  place 
the  following  day.  The  officers  of  revenue 
at  the  barriers  had  obferved,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  night,  an  immenfe  multitude  of  ill— 
drelTed  and  ill-looking  fellows  pafs  into 
Paris.  By  break  of  day  large  crowds  were 
feen  going  through  the  ftreets ;  they  went 
into  the  mops  and  manufactories,  where 
they  diftributed  money,  and  carried  all  the 
workmen  away  by  force.  When  they 
thought  themfelves  ftrong  enough,  they  raq 
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howling  frightfully,  to  the  Fauxbourg  St. 
Antoine,  to  attack  Reveillon's  houfe,  which 
they  found  defended  by  a  detachment  of  the 
Paris  Guard,  who  kept  them  off  for  five 
hours.  A  confiderable  body  of  the  infur- 
gents  at  the  fame  time  attacked  the  houfe 
of  another  perfon,  named  Henriot,  who  was 
at  the  head  of  a  manufactory  of  faltpetre, 
and  was  Reveillon's  friend  and  neighbour. 
He  had  fcarcely  time  to  efcape  with  his  fa- 
mily :  his  houfe  not  being  guarded  was 
forced  in  an  inftant ;  the  furniture  thrown 
out  of  the  windows,  heaped  together  in  the 
court,  and  fet  on  fire.  Reveillon's  houfe 
was  fharing  the  fame  fate,  when  all  the 
reft  of  the  Paris  Guards,  the  Watch,  foot 
and  horfe,  the  Royal  regiment  of  Croats, 
the  French  Guards,  and  the  Swifs,  arrived 
at  the  Fauxbourg  St.  Antoine.  This 
little  army,  attended  with  fome  pieces  of 
cannon,  marched  in  order,  drums  beating 
and  matches  lighted.  When  they  drew 
near  the  ruffians,  the  latter  were  inform- 
ed, by  defire  of  the  Commanding  Offi- 
cer, that  he  had  orders  to  repel  force  by 
force,  and  that  he  enjoined  them  to  difperfe.  B 
After  repeating  this  injunction  thrice,  with- 
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out  effect,  the  word  of  command  was  given 
to  make  ready,  and  the  foldiers  feemed  as 
if  going  to  fire  upon  them ;  but,  far  from 
being  intimidated  by  this  threat,  they  pour- 
ed a  fhower  of  tiles  and  dates  upon  the 
troops,  by  which  feveral  foldiers,  and  an 
officer  of  the  Royal  regiment  of  Croats,  were 
wounded.    Orders  were  then  given  to  the 
French  Guards  to  enter  the  houfe,  and  to 
give  no  quarter  to  thofe  who  would  not 
leave  it.     The  regiment  having  got  into 
the  court  drew  up  in  order  of  battle,  and  at 
firfr.  tried,  by  firing  fome  mots  in  the  air, 
to  frighten  the  multitude  of  people  that 
flood  at  the  windows,   on  the  roof,  and 
the  walls  of  the  houfe  ;  but  they  were  only 
anfwered  by  a  frefh  {hower  of  tiles  and 
flates,  accompanied  with  ftones,  beams,  and 
furniture,  by  which  fome  of  the  foldiers  were 
crumed  to  death,  and  others  feverely  wound- 
ed.    The  French  Guards,  feeing  that  all 
mildnefs  was  ufelefs,  now  made  a  rolling 
fire  in  four  directions. 

After  this  firft  difcharge,  which  did  great 
execution,  the  foldiers  entered  the  houfe, 
and  in  all  the  apartments  met  with  incredi- 
ble refinance.    In  order  to  get  the  ruffians 
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out,  they  were  obliged  to  charge  with  bay- 
onets, and  wounded  a  very  great  number  of 
them. 

The  cellars  of  the  houfe  prefented  a  moft 
horrid  fight.  The  ground  was  lire  wed 
with  thofe  wretches ;  fome  dead  drunk 
with  the  wine  and  liquors  with  which  they 
had  gorged  themfelves ;  others  expiring  in 
dreadful  convulfions  brought  on  by  the 
dyer's  poifonous  preparations,  which,  de- 
ceived in  their  eagernefs  by  the  bottles  in 
which  they  were  kept,  they  had  taken  for 
foreign  wines. 

At  length  night  coming  on  put  an  end 
to  the  carnage  and  the  infurrection.  In  the 
different  regiments,  there  were  in  all  twelve 
killed,  and  about  80  wounded.  The  lofs 
of  the  infurgents  was  much  more  consider- 
able; 200  remained  dead  upon  the  fpot,  and 
about  300  were  wounded.  Some  of  them 
were  carried  off  on  litters  by  their  com- 
rades, who  called  to  the  paffengers — "  Ci- 
"  tizens!  this  is  one  of  the  Defenders  of 
"  our  Country,  give  a  trifle  towards  bury- 
'*  ing  him."  Several  of  thefe  wretches,^ 
who  were  taken  to  hofpitals  or  prifons,  con- 
feffed,  in  their  dying  moments,  that  they 

had 
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had  received  twelve  livres  for  that  day's 
work.  It  was  never  known,  and  but  very 
feeble  attempts  were  made  to  difcover,  who 
had  provided  the  funds  for  an  expence  fo 
confiderable  and  fo  criminal.  It  was  only 
obferved,  that  in  the  morning  of  that  very 
day,  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  in  his  way  to  a 
horfe-race  at  Vincennes,  got  out  of  his  car- 
riage in  the  Fauxbourg  St.  Antoine,  went 
up  to  the  gang  of  ruffians,  fpoke  to  them  in 
the  moft  affable  manner,  exhorted  them  to 
be  peaceable,  to  go  home,  and  to  drop  all 
refentment  againft  Reveillon.  He  was  heard 
among  other  things  to  fay  to  them  :  "  Come, 
"  come,  my  lads,  be  quiet,  we  are  going 
M  to  be  happy."  The  ruffians  applauded 
him,  but  did  not  follow  his  advice. 

In  the  afternoon,  a  few  minutes  before 
the  engagement  began,  the  Duchefs  of  Or- 
leans,  returning  from  Vincennes,  was,  im- 
peded by  the  crowd  in  the  Fauxbourg  St, 
Antoine.  The  Royal  Regiment  of  Croats, 
which  had  received  orders  to  prevent  all  car- 
riages from  palling  that  way,  attempted  to 
make  that  of  the  Duchefs  return  ;  but  the 
rebels,  having  got  fight  of  her,  opened  a 
palTage  with  their  bludgeons  through  the  fol- 

diers, 


Jan.  1789.]      FRENCH  REVOLUTION,  31 

diers,  and,  making  their  way  to  her,  efcorted, 
and  almofl  carried,  her  coach  through  to 
the  part  of  the  ilreet  where  it  was  free. 

From  thefe  circumflances  it  has  been 
conjectured  that  the  Duke  of  Orleans  was  no 
ftranger  to  this  infurredfcion  j  but  they  are 
certainly  not  fufficient  to  prove  that  he  ex- 
cited or  paid  for  it,  and  flill  lefs  to  raife  the 
flighteil  fufpicion  againft  the  conftant  and 
unalterable  purity  of  the  fentiments,  and  of 
the  virtues,  of  the  too  unfortunate  Duchefs 
of  Orleans. 

Some  days  after,  a  gang  of  five  or  fix 
hundred  vagabonds  appeared  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Villejuif.  They  fpread  them- 
felves  about  the  country  ;  twice,  at  different 
times,  threatened  to  force  the  gates  of 
Bicetre,  and  difappeared  on  the  approach  of 
the  military,  over-running  the  adjacent 
country,  and  carrying  every  where  the  dread 
of  havock. 

At  the  fame  period  fimilar  gangs  affem- 
bled  in  feveral  provinces.  The  enemies  of 
the  Court  accufed  them  of  fomenting  thofe 
troubles,  in  order  to  have  a  pretence  for 
putting  the  troops  in  motion,  and  bring- 
ing an  over-awing  force  towards  Paris.  This 
imputation  was  the  more  abfurd,  as  at  that 

time 
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time  the  Miniftry  had  no  occafion  for  a  pre- 
tence to  move  and  remove  regiments  when 
and  how  they  thought  proper.  Is  it  not, 
on  the  contrary,  far  more  probable,  that  the 
infurrections  which  broke  out  at  the  fame 
juncture  in  moft  of  the  provinces  of  the 
kingdom,  and  the  factitious  want  which 
was  every  where  made  the  plea  for  them, 
were  manoeuvres  of  the  Revolutionary  Fac- 
tion, whofe  well-known  plan  was  to  arm 
the  people ;  the  fureft  means  of  effecting 
which,  was  doubtlefs  to  alarm  the  citizens  of 
every  clafs,  for  their  perfonal  fafety  ?  Is  it 
not  to  the  fame  Faction  that  we  Ihould 
afcribe  thofe  circular  letters,  figned  Necker, 
which  were  addreffed  in  the  courfe  of  April 
1789  to  the  corn-factors,  farmers,  millers, 
bakers,  and  graziers,  enjoining  them  to  dif- 
continue  making  provision  for  Paris  from 
the  20th  of  April  to  the  15th  of  May  ? — 
When  the  fubject  was  mentioned  to  the 
Minifter,  he  confeffed  that  feveral  of  thofe 
letters  had  been  returned  to  him,  and  he  de- 
clared the  fignature  to  be  forged.  The 
fufpicion  fell  upon  a  villain,  who  fome 
days  before  had  prefented  an  order  at 
the  Caijfe  d'Efcompte,  for  fifty  thoufand 
crowns,  with  the  fignature  of  Mr.  Necker 

and 


Jan.  1789.]       FRENCH  REVOLUTION.  33 

and  that  of  his  Secretary  exactly  imitated,  for 
which  he  had  received  the  money.  The  Mi- 
nifter,  in  whofe  name  all  thefe  forgeries 
were  committed,  was  certainly  quite  igno- 
rant of  them :  but  how  comes  it  that  they 
gave  him  no  uneafinefs  ?  and,  if  they  did 
give  him  any,  what  can  he  fay  to  juftify  his 
not  having  ufed  all  the  means  of  the  Police 
and  of  the  Courts  to  difcover  the  authors  of 
thofe  villanies"? 


CHAPTER 
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Proceffion  and  Opening  of  the  States-Gene- 
ral —  The  King's  Speech  —  Difficulty 
on  the  Queflion,  whether  the  Powers  of 
the  Deputies  Jhould  be  verified  by  Orders, 
or  individually — Delay  of  the  Paris 
Elections — Seditious  Refolutions  of  the 
EleEtors —  Conciliatory  Conferences  re- 
lative to  verifying  the  Powers — Addrefs 
propofed  by  Mr.  Malouet — Anecdote  of 
Target — Abbe  Sieyes — Mirabeau, 

.  THE  opening  of  the  States- General  was 
preceded  by  all  the  religious  ceremonies  pre- 
ferred by  cuftom.  On  Monday,  the  4th 
of  May,  the  Deputies  of  the  Three  Orders 
being  aflembled  at  the  church  of  Notre- 
Dame  in  Verfailles,  the  King  and  Queen 
went  thither,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning, 

attended 


May  1789.]     FRENCH   REVOLUTION.  35 

attended  by  the  whole  Court.    As  foon  as 
their  Majefties  arrived,   the  Veni  Creator 
was  lung;  after  which  the  deputies,  palling 
in  a  line  before  the  King  and  Queen,  went 
out  in  proceflion  to  repair  to  the  church  of 
St.  Louis.    The  Tiers  Etat  walked  firrr, 
the  Order  of  the  Nobility  followed,  and 
then  that  of  the  Clergy.   The  Hoft  was  car- 
ried by  the  Archbiihop  of  Paris :  Mon- 
Jieur,  the  Count  d'Artois,  and  the  Dukes 
d'Angouleme  and  Berry,  held  the  lines  of  the 
canopy.    The  King,  Queen,  and  the  whole 
Court  walked  immediately  after  them.  The 
flreets,  balconies,  and  windows,  were  filled 
with  an  immenfe  crowd  of  fpecl;ators,  who 
were  feen  on  the  very  tops  of  the  houfes. 
Joy  was  painted  on  every  countenance,  and 
broke  out  in  tranfports  of  applaufe.  Thefe 
applaufes,  however,  were  chiefly  addreffed 
to  the  Tiers  Etat  ;  for  there  was  a  mark- 
ed fufpenfion   of  them  when  the  Orders 
of  the  Nobility   and   Clergy  palled,  and 
they  were  renewed  with  rapture  as  foon  as 
the  King   appeared,    thoufands   of  hats 
being  waved  in  the  air,  and  every  voice 
uniting  in  the  cry  of  Vive  le  Roi  !  The 
good  Monarch  melted  into  tears  at  fo  many 
demonftrations  of  love,  and  returned  them 
2  in 
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in  the  moft  affectionate  manner  by  motions 
of  his  head.  The  Mafs  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
celebrated  with  the  greateft  magnificence, 
and  the  Sermon,  or  rather  opening  Speech, 
delivered  by  M.  de  la  Fare,  Bifliop  of 
Nanci,  prolonged  the  ceremony  till  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Cries  of  Vive  le 
Roi  /  Vive  La  Reine  /  were  a  thoufand  times 
reiterated  by  an  immenfe  crowd,  and  fol- 
lowed their  Majefties  to  their  very  apart- 
ments in  the  Palace. 

Who  now  would  have  faid,  that  in  about 
two  months  after,  the  Monarch,  fo  worthy  of 
all  this  homage,  of  all  thefe  bleflings,  would 
be  feen  reduced  to  go  and  throw  himfelf 
into  the  hands  of  the  people  of  Paris  while 
in  a  Hate  of  infurredtion  ? — would  be  feen 
proceeding  to  the  Hotel- de-Vi lie,  through 
a  hundred  thoufand  pikes  eroded  over  his 
head,  and  giving  a  fanction  to  fuch  enormi- 
ties, by  receiving  from  the  hands  of  rebels,, 
and  fixing  in  his  hat,  the  cockade  of  re- 
bellion ? 

On  the  5th  of  May,  the  day  appointed 
for  the  opening  of  the  States-General,  the 
deputies  repaired  to  the  Hall  appropriated 
for  the  Sittings  of  the  Three  Orders  when 
united,  and  for  the  particular  Sittings  of  the 

Tiers 
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Tiers  Etat.  They  were  called  over  in  the  or^ 
der  of  their  Bailiwicks,  and  arranged  by  the 
Marquis  de  Breze,  the  Matter  of  the  cere- 
monies. The  Clergy  were  on  the  right  fide  of 
the  Throne,  the  Nobility  on  the  left,  and  the 
Tiers  Etat  in  front.  All  the  arrangements 
that  were  to  precede  the  King's  arrival  being 
made,  he  entered,  accompanied  by  the  Queen 
and  his  whole  Court.  His  Majefty  feated 
himfelf  on  the  Throne,  and  the  Queen,  at 
his  left  hand,  took  poffeiiion  of  an  arm- 
chair which  was  placed  a  flep  lower.  The 
Princes,  Peers,  and  great  Officers  of  the 
Crown,  ranged  themfelves  to  the  right  and 
left  of  their  Majefties  on  the  platform 
which  fupported  the  Throne. 

The  King  then  rifing  took  off  his  hat,  and 
with  confidence  and  dignity  delivered  a 
Speech  replete  with  wifdom,  and  with 
affection  for  his  people,  of  whom  he 
declared  himfelf  the  jirjl  friend.  This 
Speech  is  too  valuable  a  monument  for 
hiftory  not  to  be  recorded  at  length.  It  is 
as  follows  : 

"  Gentlemen, 
"  This  day,  which  I  have  fo  long  and 
eagerly  expe&ed,  is  at  length  arrived,  and  I 
Vol.  I.  G  fee 
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fee  myfelf  furrounded  with  the  Reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  Nation  which  it  is  my  glory 
to  govern. 

**  A  long  interval  has  elapfed  fincc  the 
laft  Seflions  of  the  States-General ;  and  al- 
though the  convocation  of  thefe  AiTemblies 
feemed  to  have  fallen  into  difufe,  I  have  not 
hefitated  to  reftore  a  cuflom  from  which 
the  Kingdom  may  draw  new  flrength,  and 
which  may  provide  the  Nation  with  a  frefh 
fource  of  happinefs. 

*'  The  debt  of  the  State,  which  was 
immenfe  at  my  acceffion  to  the  Throne,  has 
been  further  augmented  under  my:  reign ; 
an  expenfive  but  honourable  war  has  been 
the  caufe  of  it,  and  the  necefTary  confe- 
quence  an  increafe  of  taxes,  which  has  ren- 
dered the  unequal  burden  of  them  more  fen- 
fibly  felt. 

"  A  general  anxiety  and  monftrous  fpirit 
of  innovation  pervade  the  minds  of  men, 
which  wrould  terminate  in  a  total  diffraction 
of  opinions,  if  hafte  were  not  made  to  fet- 
tle them  by  a  union  of  wife  and  temperate 
counfels. 

"  It  is  with  this  confidence,  Gentlemen, 
I  have  affembled  you,  and  with  the  greatefl: 
fatisfaction  I  rind  it  already  juftirled,  by  the 
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difpofitions  which  the  two  firrr.  Orders  have 
mown  to  renounce  their  pecuniary  privileges. 
The  hope  I  have  formed  of  feeing  all  the 
Orders  of  one  mind,  uniting  with  me  for 
the  general  good  of  the  State,  will  not  be 
difappointed. 

"  I  have  already  given  orders,  for  con- 
fiderable  retrenchments  in  the  expences  of 
the  State.   From  you  I  expect,  and  mall  re- 
ceive with  eagernefs,  further  ideas  upon  this 
fubject;  but,  in  fpite  of  the  refource  that 
may  arife  from  the  ftridteft  economy,  I 
fear,  Gentlemen,  it  will  not  be  in  my  power 
to  relieve  my  fubjects  fo  fpeedily  as  I  could 
wifli.    I  will  diretf:  an  exacl  ftate  of  the 
Finances  to  be  laid  before  you ;  and  when 
you  have  examined  it,  I  look  forward  with 
certainty  to  your  propofing  to  me  the  raoft 
effectual  means  of  putting  them  into  perma- 
nent order,  and  of  eftablifhing  public  cre- 
dit.   This  great  and  falutary  work,  which 
will  enfure  the  kingdom  happinefs  at  home 
and  refpedl  abroad,  will  effentially  engage 
your  attention. 

The  minds  of  men  are  agitated:  but 
an  Affembly  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  the 
Nation  will  no  doubt  liften  only  to  the  dic- 
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tates  of  wifdom  "and  of  prudence.  That 
thefe  have  not  been  attended  to,  upon  feve- 
ral  recent  occafions,  you,  yourfelves  Gen- 
tlemen, muft  have  feen ;  but  the  fpirit  pre- 
vailing over  your  deliberations  will  corre- 
fpond  with  the  real  fentiments  of  a  generous 
Nation,  whofe  diftinguifhing  character  has 
always  been  a  love  for  their  Kings.  I  will 
banifli  every  other  recollection  from  my 
mind. 

"  I  know  the  authority  and  power  of  a 
juft  King,  amidft  a  faithful  People  attached 
at  all  times  to  the  principles  of  the  Mo- 
narchy, which  have  been  the  glory  and  the 
luftre  of  France ;  of  which  I  ought  to  be, 
and  invariably  will  be,  the  fupport. 

"  But,  whatever  can  be  expected  from 
the  moft  anxious  folicitude  for  the  public 
happinefs,  whatever  can  be  afked  from  a 
Sovereign  the  firft  friend  of  his  People, 
you  may  and  ought  to  hope  from  my 
feelings. 

"  Gentlemen,  may  a  blelTed  harmony 
reign  throughout  this  Affembly  !  and  may 
this  epoch  become  for  ever  memorable  by 
the  happinefs  and  profperity  of  the  king- 
dom !  It  is  the  wifh  of  my  heart — it  is  the 
1  mod 
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moft  ardent  of  my  prayers ;  it  is,  in  fine, 
the  reward  I  hope  for  the  rectitude  of  my 
intentions  and  of  my  love  for  my  People.  | 
"  My  Keeper  of  the  Seals  will  explain 
my  intentions  more  amply;  and  with  refpect 
to  the  Finances,  I  have  given  orders  to  the 
Director-General  of  the  Finances  to  un- 
fold the  fituation  of  them  to  you." 

The  King,  before  he  began  to  fpeak, 
had  requefted  the  Queen  to  be  feated ; 
but  lire  preferred  to  hear  him  Handing  like 
the  reft  of  the  Affembly.  The  grace  and 
dignity  of  her  carriage,  the  modefty  of  her 
drefs,  and  the  tears  that  more  than  once 
ftarted  from  her  eyes,  added  a  foft  emotion 
to  the  ftrong  impreflion  made  by  his  Ma- 
jefty. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  Speech,  which 
was  followed  by  long  and  loud  applaufe,  the 
King  refumed  his  feat  upon  the  Throne,  and 
put  on  his  hat.  The  Deputies  of  the  Order 
of  the  Nobility  having  directly  after  alfo 
put  on  theirs,  conformably  to  the  practice 
of  former  AlTemblies  of  the  States-Genera], 
a  number  of  the  Tiers  Etat  thought  they 
might  follow  the  example.  Inftantly  in 
every  part  of  the  Hall  were  heard  the  cries 
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of  H  On  hats !  "  "  OfFhats !  "  The  King, 
unwilling  that  the  majefty  of  fo  auguft 
a  Sitting  mould  be  difturbed  by  fuch  a  ri- 
diculous difpute,  had  the  prudence  and  ad- 
drefs  to  put  an  immediate  end  to  the  noife, 
by  taking  off  his  own  hat  as  if  the  heat  were 
oppreffive.  As  no  one  could  remain  cover- 
ed when  the  King  was  not  fo,  this  incident 
was  attended  with  no  confequence,  and  calm 
was  reftored  in  the  Affembly.  The  difcourfe 
of  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals  and  that  of  Mr. 
Neckei'y  which  tatted  three  hours,  occupied 
the  reft  of  this  Sitting. 

On  the  next  day  (May  6,)  the  Order  of 
the  Clergy  and  that  of  the  Nobility  affem- 
bled  in  the  Halls  refpectively  appropriated 
for  each  of  them,  while  the  Tiers  Etat  met 
at  the  Common  Hall ;  whence  they  fent  mef- 
fagcs  to  the  two  other  Orders,  requeuing 
they  would  join  them  for  the  purpofe  of  ve- 
rifying their  powers.  This  ceremony,  necef- 
fary  for  eftablifhing  the  validity  of  the  elec- 
tions, had  never  given  occafion  for  the 
flighted  difficulty  in  any  former  Affembly 
of  the  States-General,  in  whatever  manner 
it  had  been  performed,  for  not  any  of  the 
three  Orders  had  ever  been  interefted  in  the 
verification  being  made  either  feparately  or 

in 
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in  common.  But  at  a  moment  when  the 
queftion  of  voting  individually  or  by  Orders, 
left  undecided  by  the  Government,  agitated 
every  mind ;  when  the  greateft.  intereft  and 
mofl  ardent  wifli  of  the  Tiers  Etat  were  to 
cftablifh  the  mode  of  voting  individually,  it 
was  evident  that  they  would  obflinately  re- 
fill: whatever  might  be  considered  as  an  ac- 
quiefcence  in  the  mode  of  deliberation  by 
Orders  ;  in  fupport  of  which,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  was  natural  that  the  Clergy  and 
Nobility  fhould  ffcrain  every  nerve. 

If  Mr.  Necker,  who  from  the  month  of 
December  preceding  had  thrown  out  this 
apple  of  difcord  by  his  Report  to  the  Coun- 
cil, had  forefeen  the  effects  of  it,  he  would 
doubtlefs  have  endeavoured  to  prevent  the 
fcandalous  dilfenfions  and  animofity  which 
the  verification  of  the  powers  created  among 
the  Orders,  and  the  confequences  of  which 
have  proved  fo  fatal.  Good  fenfe  fhould 
have  indicated  the  only  alternative  left.  To 
the  King,  who  had  empowered  the  Nation 
to  fend  a  certain  number  of  Deputies  to  him 
for  the  purpofe  of  compofing  the  AlTembly 
of  the  States-General,  unquefiionably  be- 
longed the  right  of  regulating  the  form  to 
be  ufed  in  verifying  the  powers  and  ap- 
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pointment  of  fuch  as  preferred  themfelves 
to  him  as  Deputies,  who  till  their  qualifica- 
tions were  legally  proved  could  only  be  con- 
fident by  his  Majefty  as  fimple  indivi- 
duals. Now,  it  is  evident  that  this  indif- 
penfable  ceremony  could  only  be  performed 
by  Committees  of  the  Council,  becaufe  it 
was  in  the  Council  that  the  conditions  and 
forms  which  were  to  be  obferved  at  the  elec- 
tions had  been  difcuffcd  and  decreed,  and 
confequently  to  them  it  belonged  to  deter- 
mine whether  thofe  had  been  eluded  or 
complied  with ;  a  determination  to  which 
none  of  the  Deputies  were  competent,  be- 
caufe there  was  not  one  who,  before  the 
verification  of  his  own  powers,  was  qua- 
lified to  verify  thofe  of  others.  The  ve- 
rification ought  to  have  been  tranfacled  pre- 
viouily  to  the  opening  of  the  States-General, 
in  order  that  none  might  have  been  admit- 
ted to  that  AlTembly  but  Deputies  whofe 
titles,  which  were  in  fact  their  credentials, 
ihould  have  been  judged  valid.  To  have 
accelerated  the  bufinefs,  it  might  have  been 
referred  to  one  or  more  Committees  of  the 
Council  appointed  for  that  purpofe ;  and  to 
thefe  might  have  been  added  gradually  an 
equal  number  of  the  deputies  of  the  three 
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Orders,  as  their  powers  were  verified.  It 
is  true  that,  to  have  adopted  this  form  be- 
fore the  opening  of  the  States-General, 
it  would  have  been  necelfary  to  have  de- 
clared it  in  the  letters  of  convocation  :  but 
had  the  King,  even  on  the  day  of  open- 
ing, obferved  in  his  Speech,  that  the  verifi- 
cation of  powers  was  a  necefTary  prelimi- 
nary to  all  deliberation  in  the  States-Gene- 
ral ;  and  had  he  directed  that  the  Deputies 
mould  deliver  their  titles  to  the  Keeper  of 
the  Seals,  in  order  to  be  verified  by  Com-* 
mittees  of  the  Council,  no  one  would  have 
queftioned  the  regularity  or  the  wiftjpm  of 
fuch  an  order,  and  it  would  have  been  exe- 
cuted without  opposition.  But  Mr.  Necker, 
lefs  attentive  to  preferve  the  lawful  authority 
of  the  King  than  not  to  encroach  upon 
the  powers  which  his  ignorance  fuppofed 
inherent  in  the  States-General,  or  with  which 
it  was  a  part  of  his  plan  to  inveft  them, 
did  not  dare,  or  did  not  choofe,  to  adopt 
either  of  thofe  meafures. 

The  difcuffions  and  debates  carried  on  by 
the  electors  of  Paris,  in  drawing  up  their 
inftructions,  confumed  fo  much  time,  that 
the  States-General  opened  without  the  Re- 
prefentativcs  of  the  capital.     Not  one  of 
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the  Orders  had  yet  nominated  its  Deputies. 
The  elections  of  the  Order  of  the  Clergy 
were  not  concluded  before  the  evening  of 
the  5th  of  May ;  thofe  of  the  Order  of  the 
Nobility  not  till  the  10th,  and  thofe  of  the 
Tiers  Etat  not  till  the  31ft.  But  what  was 
more  remarkable  was,  that  the  electors  of 
this  laft  Order,  whofe  commiflion,  like  that 
of  all  the  electors  throughout  the  kingdom, 
was  limited  to  drawing  up  inftructions  and 
appointing  Deputies,  arrogated,  upon  their 
own  authority,  the  mod  extraordinary  pow- 
er, without  either  the  Government  or  States* 
General  making  the  leaft  oppolition  to  it. 
Thus,  giving  the  fignal,  and  fetting  an  ex- 
ample of  anarchy  to  all  France,  the  Repre- 
fentatives  of  the  capital  prepared  the  way 
for  the  Revolution  in  which  it  was  to  take 
the  chief  part.  The  nrft  trial  of  their  power 
made  by  the  electors  of  Paris,  was  directed 
againft  a  decree  of  the  Council  for  fupprefs- 
ing  an  inflammatory  Journal  publifhed  by 
Count  Mirabeau.  The  infolent  and  ridicu- 
lous refolution  they  entered  into  upon  that 
occafion  is  worthy  of  being  recorded,  as  a 
monument  of  the  frenzy  by  which  the 
minds  of  people  were  at  that  time  milled. 
"  May  8,  1789.    The  AfTembly  of  the 
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Tiers  Etat  of  the  city  of  Paris  unanimoufly 
proteft  againft  the  Atl  of  the  Council  of  the 
7th  inftant,  which  fupprefTes  the  Journal  of 
the  States-General,  No.  1,  and  prohibits 
the  continuation  of  it  under  a  penalty  de- 
nounced againft  the  printer ;  neverthelefs, 
the  Affembly  do  not  hereby  mean  either  to 
approve  or  cenfure  the  faid  Journal. ; 

"  They  proteft  againft  it,  becaufe  this 
Act  of  the  Council  is  an  attack  upon  Pub- 
lic Liberty  at  a  moment  in  which  it  is  mofl 
precious  to  the  Nation;  becaufe  it  is  inju- 
rious to  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs,  claimed 
throughout  France ;  becaufe  it  infringes  up- 
on it  at  a  juncture  when  the  Nation,  who 
have  their  eyes  fixed  upon  their  Reprefenta- 
tives,  have  the  greateft  need  of  knowing  all 
the  deliberations  of  the  great  Affembly  in 
which  their  rights,  and  every  thing  dear  to 
them,  are  difcufted. 

"  Becaufe  this  Act,  proceeding  from  the 
Council  at  the  very  time  that  the  States 
free  and  general  were  aftembled,  decides  a 
queftion,  which  was  refer ved  for  them  by 
the  King  himfelf,  in  the  determination  of 
the  Council   of   the    27th  of  December 

' '  Becaufe,  finally,  this  Act  revives,  at 
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the  firfl  moment  of  National  Liberty,  a  po- 
licy and  regulations  *w*hich  had  been  iuf- 
pended  by  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  the 
King and,  in  eonfequence,  the  Affembly 
of  the  Tiers  Etat  have  unanimoufly  refolved, 
that  this  Proteft,  which  fhall  be  figned  by  all 
the  members  prefent,  and  prefented  for  figna- 
ture  to  fuch  as  mall  come  in  afterwards,  mall 
be  carried  to  the  Deputies  of  the  chamber  of 
the  Clergy,  and  to  the  Deputies  of  the  cham- 
ber of  the  Nobility;  and  that  they  mall  be 
invited  to  join  with  the  Deputies  of  the 
chamber  of  the  Tiers  Etat,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain a  repeal  of  the  faid  Act  of  the  Coun- 
cil, and  to  procure  for  the  States-General 
a  provijftonal  Liberty  of  the  Prefs,  and  par- 
ticularly that  of  printing  all  journals  and  pe- 
riodical papers  containing  the  daily  acts 
and  deliberations  of  the  faid  States- Gene- 
ral, fubject  neverthelefs  to  the  punifhments 
which  may  be  inflicted  upon  authors  guilty 
of  {lander." 

The  Council  did  not  revoke  their  decree, 
but  were  afraid  of  enforcing  it ;  and  Count 
Mirabeau,  emboldened  by  the  protection 
his  Journal  had  received  in  the  name  of  the 
Tiers  Etat,  did  not  fcruple  to  continue  it 
under  a  different  title. 

The 
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The  electors,  proud  of  the  fuccefs  of  their 
firft  refolution,  veryfoon  entered  into  a  fe- 
cond  of  a  much  more  ferious  nature,  and 
of  which  the  confequences  have  been  very 
fatal.    The  only  commiffion  with  which 
they  were  charged  being  completed,  by  the 
compofition  of  the  inftructions  and  the  no- 
mination of  the  Deputies  to  the  States-Ge- 
neral, their  powers  were  expired,  and  their 
Aftembly  virtually  difiblved  ;  but,  inftead  of 
feparating,  and  returning  to  the  common 
clafs  of  citizens,  as  all  the  electors  of  the 
kingdom  had  done,  they  refolved,  in  the 
laft  of  their  legal  meetings,  that  they  lliould 
continue  to  meet  and  to  adjourn  from  time 
to  time,  as  long  as  the  States-General  were 
fitting,  for  the  purpofc,  they  faid,  of  giv- 
ing their.  Deputies  fuch  further  inftructions 
as  the  forced  hafte  of  the  operations  of  their 
AlTembly  had  at  prefent  prevented.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  Aftembly  was  adjourned  to 
the  Wednefday  following,  June  7.  Mr. 
Necker — for  to  him  alone  muft  be  imputed 
all  the  faults  committed  by  the  Miniftry  at 
this  period — Mr.  Necker,  inftead  of  call- 
ing forth  the  full  cenfure  of  the  Council 
againft  this  refolution,  which  ought  imme- 
diately to  have  been  refcinded  with  the  fe- 

vereft 
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verefl  reprehenfion,  did  not  feem  to  pay  it 
the  fligheft  attention.  The  confequence  was, 
that,  in  about  fix  weeks  after,  this  permanent 
Affembly  of  electors  were  feen  reigning  over 
Paris  with  fovereign  power;  convening, 
by  virtue  of  their  refolution,  new  ArTem- 
blies  of  Sections,  and  organizing  with  them 
the  mofl  violent  and  general  infurrection. 
Authority  can  never  fafely  overlook  any  at- 
tempt made  againft  it  j  nor  in  the  depofitaries 
of  it  can  the  pardon  of  fuch  attempts  be  an 
act  of  virtue.  Difdaining  the  {lighter,  or 
neglecting  to  punifh  them,  is  an  invitation  to 
commit  more  ;  and  they  very  foon  multiply, 
and  become  fo  ferious,  that  they  annihilate 
the  Government,  wdiich  lofes  the  power  to 
reprefs  them.  The  almofl  fudden  diffolu- 
tion  of  the  mofl  ancient  and  powerful  Mo- 
narchy of  Europe  has  but  too  fully  proved 
thefe  melancholy  truths. 

While  the  weaknefs  of  the  Council  was 
thus  leaving  the  authority  of  the  King  to 
the  firft  occupant,  and  the  example  of  the 
Paris  electors  wras  teaching  the  feditious 
with  what  impudence  it  might  be  braved, 
the  Three  Orders  were  ltill  deliberating,  in 
the  mofl  faftidious  debates,  folely  upon  the 
verification  of  the  powers,  and  adhering 
2  day 
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day  after  day,  with  greater  obftinacy,  to  the 
claims  about  which  they  were  divided.  The 
conferences  of  the  conciliatory  Commiflion- 
ers,  who  had  been  appointed  at  the  inftance 
of  the  Order  of  the  Clergy,  were  wafted 
in  harangues,  or  endlefs  difputes,  and  con- 
ciliated nothing.  The  Orders  became  mu- 
tually exafperated  ;  and  that  of  the  Tiers 
Etat  was  already  fo  firmly  refolved  to  liften 
to  no  modification  whatever  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  voting  individually,  that  they  would 
have  confidered  in  a  very  fufpicious  light 
any  member  among  them  who  fliould  have 
given  indication  of  a  different  opinion. 

It  was  under  thefe  circumftances,  that  a 
defire  of  preventing  ftill  more  fatal  innova- 
tions prompted  M.  Malouet,  one  of  the  De- 
puties of  the  Tiers  Etat,  to  prepare  an  Ad- 
drefs  to  the  King,  and  a  {ketch  of  a  Refolu- 
tion  or  Declaration  of  the  Commons,  tend- 
ing to  guaranty  to  the  two  firft  Orders  the 
enjoyement  of  their  legal  property,  and  of 
their  honorary  prerogatives  *.  He  commu- 
nicated thefe  two  papers  to  the  Abbe  Sieyes, 
and  Target  the  advocate,  both  of  whom 

*  See  the  Colkaion  of  M.  Malouet' s  Opinions, 
page  16,5,  vol.  iii. 

he 
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he  met  at  the  houfe  of  Defmcuniery  one  of 
their  colleagues.    Target  thought  it  was  an 
inconfiderate  engagement  to  guaranty  all  the 
property  of  the  Clergy  and  Nobility;  for 
the  additional  word  legal  was  not  a  fuffi- 
cient  reftriction  in  the  eyes  of  that  Lawyer, 
who,  by  the  way,  at  the  very  fir  ft  Sitting 
of  the  States-General,  loft  all  the  reputa- 
tion for  eloquence  and  information,  he  had 
carried  thither,  and  became  perfectly  ridi- 
culous for  his  oratorical  bathos,  puffing,  and 
contorfions.    The  Abbe  Sieyes,  on  the  con- 
trary, was  of  opinion,  that  the  guarantee 
of  all  property  was  but  juft,  but  he  was 
againft  any  mention  being  made  of  the  ho- 
norary prerogatives.    "  What  !"  faid  M. 
Malouet  to  him,  "  have  you  any  defign  of 
*'  deftroying  the  Nobility?"   He  replied, 
"  Yes,  certainly."    Being  afked  what  were 
his  means,  he  anfwered — <f  We  Ihall  fee;  it 
behoves  us  at  leaft  to  fet  the  fulcrum, 
(t  and  what  we  cannot  accomplifh  our  fuc- 
«'  cefibrs  may."    M.  Malouet  having  pre- 
vailed on  Target  to  adopt  his  plan  of  ad- 
drefs  by  making  fome  flight  corrections, 
and  depending  upon  the  majority  of  the 
Tiers  Etat,  not  yet  in  the  fecret  of  the 
Abbe  Sieyes* s  projects,  propofed,  two  days 

aftsr, 
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after,  a  Declaration  drawn  up  on  the 
fame  grounds  as  his  Addrefs  to  the  King ; 
which  was  very  well  received,  and  was 
going  to  be  put  to  the  vote,  when  Count 
Mirabeau  obferved  to  the  members  near 
him,  and  fpread  through  the  Affembly, 
that  this  Declaration  was  a  Mejfage from 
the  Palace.  This  hint  inftantly  produced 
the  effect  intended  by  Mirabeau  :  the  Tiers 
Etat  rejected  the  Declaration  propofed  by 
M.  Malouet,  who  from  that  moment  be- 
came the  object  of  a  general  diftruft,  kept 
up  constantly  by  frefh  fabrications. 

Count  Mirabeau 's  conduct  on  this  occa- 
fion  was  the  confequence  of  a  pique  that 
he  had  taken  at  an  incident  of  which  I  was 
informed  at  the  time  by  M.  Malouet,  who 
has  fince  publifhed  the  particulars  of  it  in 
the  *  Collection  of  his  Opinions  printed 
in  1792.  This  anecdote  is  of  too  inter- 
efting  a  nature  to  be  pafTed  over  in  lilence. 
It  is  thus  related  by  M.  Malouet  him- 
felf.  -  ■      ■  ;'.'v;.fv*- 

"  I  knew  M.  de  Mirabeau,"  fays  he, 
"  only  by  his  character,  from  which  I  was 
greatly  inclined  to  fhun  him.    We  took 


Vol.  I 


*  Vol.  iii. 
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different  fides  from  the  firft  Sittings  of  the 
Affembly,  and  I  little  expected  to  be  fought 
for  by  him,  when  M.  du  Rover  at,  with 
whom  I  was  acquainted  at  Geneva,  and  who 
was  then  at  Verfailles,  told  me  from  him, 
that  he  willied  very  much  to  confer  with 
me.  1  accepted  an  appointment  at  M.  du 
Roverai's,  where  I  found  another  perfon 
from  Geneva,  a  M.  Dumons.  This  was 
in  the  end  of  May  1789.  My  diftruft  of 
M.  de  Mirabeau  kept  pace  with  my  prepof- 
ffeffion  againft  him*  I  confidered  him  as  one 
of  the  moft  dangerous  innovators,  and  was 
very  much  aftonifhed  at  the  manner  in 
which  he  accofted  me.  *  I  have  been 
f  anxious,'  faid  he,  '  for  an  explanation" 

*  with  you,  becaufe  in  fpite  of  your  mo- 

*  deration  I  difcover  you  to  be  a  friend  of 

*  Liberty  ;  and  I  am,  perhaps,  more  alarmed 

*  than  you  at  the  ferment  I  fee  in  the  minds 

*  of  men,  and  at  the  mifchiefs  that  may 

*  flow  from  it.    I  am  not  a  perfon  to  fell 

*  myfelf  bafely  to  Defpotifm :  I  wifh  for  a 
4  free   but  Monarchical   Conftitution.  I 

*  am  not  for  making  the  Monarchy  ;  and  if 
i  meafures  be  not  fpeedily  taken,  the  very 

*  bad  heads,    the  great  inexperience  anci 

*  arrogance  which  I  perceive  in  our  AfTem- 

'  My, 
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[  bly,  and  the  inconfiderate  refiftance  and 
e  provocation  given  by  the  two  firfr.  Orders, 
1  make  me  fear  as  much  as  you  that  there 
e  will  be  dreadful  commotions.  I  therefore 
8  addrefs  myfelf  to  you  as  an  honefl  man.  You 
6  are  connected  with  .  Mr.  Necker  and  M.  de 
4  Montmorin;  you  muft  know  their  inten- 

*  tions,  and  whether  they  have  a  plan  or 

*  not.    If  they  have  a  reafonable  plan,  I 

*  will  fupport  it.'  This  declaration  made  a 
great  imprefiion  upon  me,  and  it  was  fuffi- 
ciently  rational  for  me  to  believe  it  fincere : 
Mirabeatfs  intellects  were  found ;  he  did 
not  choofe  mifchief  for  mifchief's  fake.  Up- 
on feveral  important  queftions,  and  particu- 
larly upon  the  confutation  of  the  Commons, 
in  a  National  AfTembly,  his  opinions  were 
feen  to  be  Monarchical.  I  yielded  to  this 
explanation  with  a  kind  of  confidence  :  I 
told  him  frankly,  that  I  thought  as  he  did  ; 
that  I  had  no  doubt  of  the  neceffity  for  a 
plan  of  a  reform,  and  of  a  Conftitution  that 
might  fatisfy  the  reafonable  expectations  of 
the  Nation — but  that  I  did  not  know,  and 
very  much  doubted,  whether  or  not  the 
Minifters  had  any  determined  plan ;  that 
the  hefitation  I  had  perceived  in  them  had 

H  2  alarmed 
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alarmed  me  as  much  as  the  arrogance  of 
many  of  my  colleagues. 

"  «  Well/  faid  he,  1  will  you  propofe 
'  to  them  to  fee  and  confer' with  me.  ? 

"  I  confented,  and  informed  Mr.  Necker 
and  M.  de  Montmorin  of  the  refult  of  my 
converfation.    I  found  them  both  extreme- 
ly averfe  to  any  intercourfe  with  Mirabeau, 
from  his  immorality,  his  character,  and 
the  little  confidence  he  merited.    I  con- 
tended againft  all  thefe  objections :  I  repre- 
fented,  that  the  man  who  with  great  ta- 
lents announced  honeft  views ;   who,  not- 
withstanding his  immorality,  did  not  appear 
to  have  yet  engaged  in  any  party,  and 
would  give  great  weight  to  that  which  he 
mould  embrace  ;  and  who,  far  from  offering 
himfelf  to  be  a  corrupt  tool,  explained 
himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner  that  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  propofe  to  him  any  fort  of  condi- 
tions, or  fictitious  part,  deferved  to  be  heard. 
It  was  agreed  that  Mr.  Necker  fhould  re- 
ceive him  the  next  day,  and  the  conference 
took  place.    But  Mirabeau  expected  they 
would  open  themfelves  to  him,  whereas 
they  had  only  confented  to  hear  what  he 
had  to  fay.    He  waited  for  the  communica- 
tion of  a  plan,  and  it  is  probabk  they  had 
2  not 
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not  one  to  communicate.  The  conference 
accordingly  was  dry  and  fhort:  he  went 
away  difc  on  tented,  and  faid  to  me,  as  he 
came  into  the  Hall,  /  go  there  no  more, 
but  they  Jhall  hear  of  me  ;  and  he  has  been 
but  too  true  to  his  word.  There  ended  our 
intercourfe,  and  I  was  two  years  without; 
fpeaking  to  him." 

This  anecdote  and  the  preceding  one 
throw  a  great  light  upon  the  characters  and 
views  of  the  three  members  of  the  Tiers 
Etat,  who  at  the  beginning  of  the  Revo- 
lution rendered  themfelves  molt  remarkable, 
each  in  his  way,  Mirabeau,  Target,  and 
the  Abbe  Sieyes* ;  and  alfo  give  an  idea  of 
the  principles  and  conduct  of  M.  Malouet, 
who  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  integrity, 
by  his  energy,  and  by  talents  generally  ac- 
knowledged. The  extravagance  which  he 
found  in  the  opinions  of  both  parties  made 
him  commit  the  fault  of  not  entirely  join- 
ing that  whofe  principles  came  the  neareil 
to  his  own,  and  the  fyftem  of  neutrality 
which  he  adopted  equally  provoked  the 
one  and  the  other.  The  impartial  or 
moderate  members  with  whom  he  joined, 


*  Vide  Appendix,  No.  1, 
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attempted  in  vain  to  create  a  third  party  : 
they  could  never  obtain  confequence  above 
a  petty  cabal,  becaufe  fuch  always  has  been 
and  always  will  be  the  fate  of  moderate  or 
middling  parties,  in  thofe  great  political  con- 
vulsions called  Revolutions,  which  never  of- 
fer but  one  alternative  to  all  thofe  whom 
their  Situation  forces  to  take  a  part.  They 
have  but  to  choofe  between  that  of  fupport- 
ing  the  Revolution  with  and  in  the  manner 
of  thofe  who  are  for  it,  and  that  of  oppof- 
ing  it  with  and  in  the  manner  of  thofe 
who  are  againft  it  :  if  they  take  a  third, 
they  neceflarily  have  the  two  others  for  ene- 
mies.   This  M.  Malouet  experienced ;  and 
accordingly  reproaches  and  infults  have  been 
heaped  upon  him  from  all  fides.    But  he 
neither  can  nor  ought  to  be  judged  of,  but  by  • 
the  opinions  he  has  advanced,  fupported,  or 
oppofed,   either  in  the   Affembly  of  his 
Bailiwick  or  in  the  States-General ;  and  of 
which  he  has  publifhed  a  collection.  Some 
errors  will  doubtlefs  be  perceived  among 
them  ;  for  who  is  he  that,  in  thofe  times  of 
effervefcence  and  general  delirium,  had  not 
fome  to  reproach  himfelf  with  ?  but  among 
them  there   will  alfo  be   found  repeated 
proofs  of  his  good  faith,  of  the  difinter- 

eftednefs 
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eftednefs  of  his  zeal,  and  of  the  uprightnefs 
of  his  intentions. 

At  this  period  there  was  but  a  very  fmall 
number  of  Deputies  who  forefaw  to  what 
length  the  fury  of  innovation-  would  go,  if 
hafte  were  not  made  to  fet  bounds  to  it.  The 
union  of  the  Orders  was  urged,  and  declared 
openly  throughout  the  kingdom,  to  be  the 
only  means  of  public  fafety.    The  heft  dif- 
pofed  Deputies  of  the  Commons,  thofe  who 
fo  foon  after  as  the  month  of  July,  difcover- 
ed  the  greater!:  reluctance  to  the  Revolution, 
did  not  helitate  to  vote  for  that  union ;  and 
M.  Malouet,  for  having  pointed  out  fome 
inconveniencies  that  might  refult  from  it,  if 
it  took  place  unconditionally,    was  from 
that  moment  ftigmatized  as  an  Enemy  to 
the  Nation.     He  fucceeded,  however,  in 
perfuading  fome  of  the  more  intelligent 
of  his  colleagues,  that  the  two  higher  Or- 
ders  of  the  State  ought  not  to  be  expofed  to 
total  deftruclion,  which  they  would  be  by 
infilling  upon  the  form  of  voting  indi- 
vidually, before  the  lawful  claims,  the  pro- 
perty, and  effential  prerogatives  of  the  Clergy 
and  Nobility  were  fecured.     Such  was  the 
fpirit  of  his  Addrefs,  which  was  fupport- 
cd  by  the  wifeft  men  in  the  chamber  of 

H  4  the 
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the  Tiers  Etat,  and  which  would  not  have 
been  rejected  by  the  majority,  had  the 
Clergy  and  Nobility  accepted  the  conditions 
propofed  in  it,  previous  to  the  union ;  but 
the  efforts  he  made  himfelf,  and  got  others 
to  make,  upon  this  occafion,  among  the  two 
higher  Orders,  being  attended  with  no  fuc- 
cefs,  Sieyesf  Mirabeau,  Barnave,  and  the 
other  members  of  the  Breton  Club,  oppofed 
this  plan,  which  thwarted  their  views  ;  and 
when  the  union  took  place,  it  was  in  fuch  a 
manner  only  as  would  fuit  them  to  deftroy 
the  Clergy  and  Nobility. 

Although  M.  Malouefs  Addrefs  was 
equally  difapproved  of  by  the  partifans  of 
the  ancient  Constitution  and  the  Democrats, 
it  cannot  be  denied  that,  in  the  circum- 
ftances  in  which  it  was  propofed,  it  would 
have  been  a  very  fortunate  event  had  it  been 
adopted , 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  III. 


New  conciliatory  Conferences — Their  In- 
efficacy — Refpeclive  Condutt  of  the  Three 
Orders — Refolution  by  -which  the  Tiers 
Etat  constitutes  itfelf  the  National  Af- 
fembly — Oath  —  Another  Refolution  of 
the  Tiers  Etat,  in  which  the  Word  de- 
cree is  ufedfor  the firfl  Time — Popular 
Tumults  excited  againfl  the  two  frjl  Or- 
ders— Royal  Sitting  announced  by  Pro- 
clamation— The  Tiers  Etat  affemble  in 
a  Tennis-Court,  in  defiance  of  the  King's 
Orders — Oath  taken  there — A  fingle  De- 
puty refufes  to  fign — The  Royal  Sitting 
poflponed  till  the  23d  of  June — The 
Tiers  Etat  affemble  in  the  Church  of  St. 
Louis— ^Many  Deputies  of  the  Order  of 
the  Clergy  and  two  or  three  Members  of 
the  Order  of  the  Nobility  join  the  Tiers 
Etat, 

Meanwhile  the  conciliatory  confer- 
ences, which  the  Commiffioners  of  the 
Three  Orders  had  at  firfl  held  among  them- 

felves 
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felves  without  any  fuccefs,  were  refumed, 
by  defire  of  the  King,  at  the  houfe  of  the 
Keeper  of  the  Seals,  in  prefence  of  the  Mi- 
nisters, and  of  M.  de  la  Michodiere,  M. 
d^Ormejfon,  M.  de  Vidaud,  M.  de  la  Ga- 
laifiere,  Counfellors  of  State,  and  M.  de 
Lejfart,  Mailer  of  the  Requefts.  But  they 
only  ferved  to  keep  the  Affembly  from  pro- 
ceeding to  bufinefs  without  advancing  the 
eftablifhment  of  harmony  among  the  Orders, 
or  rather  the  unqualified  acquiefcence  of  the 
two  firft  in  the  claims  of  the  Third;  for 
that  was  the  only  means  of  conciliation  to 
which  the  Tiers  Etat  would  liften.  The 
conferences  were  finally  broken  up  on  the 
8th  of  June.  Thus  were  the  States-Gene- 
ral, that  had  been  convoked  to  allifb  the 
King  in  the  grand  object  of  the  regenera- 
tion of  the  kingdom,  affembled  for  five 
weeks  without  being  able  to  eitablifh  the 
legality  of  their  meeting.  The  Order  of 
the  Nobility  alone  proceeded  with  difpatch 
in  verifying  the  powers  of  their  members  ; 
the  Order  of  the  Clergy  never  forfook  the 
part  of  mediator ;  and  the  Tiers  Etat  were 
planning  the  means  of  conftituting  them- 
felves  an  active  Affembly,  whether  the  other 
Orders  confented  or  refufed  to  join  them, 
1  Accord- 
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Accordingly  on  the  10th  of  June  it  was  re- 
folved,  upon  the  motion  of  the  Abbe 
Sieyes,  that  Deputies  mould  be  fent  to  the 
Orders  of  the  Clergy  and  Nobility,  to  re- 
queft  their  attendance  in  the  Hall  of  the 
States-General,  to  unite  in  fubmitting  to 
the  common  verification  of  the  powers.  This 
deputation  was  charged  to  declare  to  them 
at  the  fame  time,  that  the  general  call  of 
all  the  Bailiwicks  was  going  to  be  made  in 
the  Hall  of  the  States,  and  that  default 
would  be  pronounced  againfl:  the  abfen- 
tees. 

This  Refolution,  which  completely  clofed 
every  channel  of  conciliation,  had  no  power 
to  make  the  Order  of  the  Nobility,  who 
had  declared  themfelves  legally  conftituted, 
and  had  already  entered  upon  bufinefs  rela- 
tive to  the  legiflature,  to  the  reform  of. 
abufes,  and  other  objects ;  but  it  .could  not 
fail  of  making  a  great  impreriion  upon  the 
Order  of  the  Clergy,  compofed  as  it  was, 
in  part,  of  pariih  priefts,  by  birth  attached 
to  the  Tiers  Etat ;  fo  that  by  the  13th  of 
June  three  of  them  went  over  to  that  Or- 
der in  the  Common-Hall,  and  there  pre- 
sented their  powers.  The  next  day  fix  more 
followed  the  example;  and  a  much  greater 

number 
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number  of  them  would  have  joined,  had 
not  the  Tiers  Etat  themfelves  preferred 
their  remaining  with  their  own  chamber  to 
fupport  their  party  in  it. 

On  this  day,  June  14,  the  Tiers  Etat 
finifhed  verifying  the  powers  of  all  their 
members,  and  the  very  next  day  proceeded 
to  conftitute  themfelves  ;  or  rather  to  affume 
fome  title  or  extraordinary  denomination, 
by  which  the  multitude  might  be  made  to 
confider  them  alone  as  inverted  with  all  the 
powers  of  the  States-General,  from  the 
iingle  circumftance  of  the  feparation  of  the 
other  Orders.  After  much  debating  upon 
the  grand  queftion  of  what  name  they  were 
to  be  called  by  ;  whether  they  mould  take  the 
denomination  of  The  AJfembly  of  acknow* 
ledged  and  verified  Reprefentatives  of  the 
French  Nation,  as  propofed  by  the  Abbe 
Sieyes  ;  or,  The  AJfembly  of  the  People,  as 
fuggefted  by  Mirabeau  ;  or,  The  AJfembly 
of  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  greatejt  Part 
of  the  Nation,  the  /mailer  abfenting, 
which  M.  Mounier  was  of  opinion  was 
the  only  regular  one  ;  or,  The  AJfembly  of 
the  Reprefentatives  of  the  French  People, 
which  Rabaut  de  St.  Etienne  thought  fuffi- 
cient ;  it  was  at  laft  determined,  upon  a 

new 
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new  motion  of  the  Abbe  Sieyes,  that  the 
AfTembly  compofed  of  the  Deputies  of  the 
Tiers  Etat  mould  take  the  title  of  the 
national  assembly.  This  famous  re- 
folution,  which  was  not  adopted  till  the 
17th  of  June,  was  drawn  up  in  the  follow- 
ing terms  : 

"  The  AfTembly,  on  confideration,  after 
concluding  the  verification  of  their  pow- 
ers, find  that  this  Meeting  is  already  com- 
pofed of  Reprefentatives  directly  returned 
by  at  leaft  ninety- fix  in  a  hundred  of  the 
Nation. 

V  A  Reprefentative  body  of  fuch  magni- 
tude mult  not  remain  idle  on  account  of  the 
ab fence  of  the  Deputies  of  fome  Bailiwicks, 
or  of  fome  claffes  of  citizens ;  for  the  ab- 
fentees,  who  have  been  fummoned,  cannot 
prevent  thofe  who  have  appeared  from  ex- 
ercifing  all  their  rights,  efpecially  when  the 
exercife  of  thofe  rights  is  an  indifpenfable 
and  prevling  duty. 

?■*  Moreover,  as  thofe  Reprefentatives 
only  who  have  verified  can  concur  in 
forming  the  National  Voice,  and  as  every 
Reprefentative  who  has  verified  is  to  be 
found  in  this  AfTembly,  it  neceflarily  fol- 
lows, that  it  belongs  to  them,  and  them 

alone, 
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alone,  to  interpret  and  make  known  the  ge- 
neral will  of  the  Nation.  No  other  Cham- 
ber of  Deputies,  {imply  prefumptive,  can 
.diminifli  the  force  of  their  deliberations  j  in 
fhort,  there  can  exift  between  the  Throne 
and  this  Affembly  no  negative  power. 

"  Accordingly,  the  Affembly  declare, 
that  the  common  work  of  National  Refto- 
ration  can  and  ought  to  be  begun  without 
.delay  by  the  Deputies  prefent,  and  that  they 
ought  to  go  on  without  interruption  and 
without  oppofition. 

"  The  title  of  National  Affembly  is  the 
.only  one  fui table  to  the  Affembly  in  the  pre- 
fent ftate  of  things,  becaufe  the  members 
that  compofe  it  are  the  only  Reprefentatives 
who  have  legally  and  publicly  verified  their 
powers  j  becaufe  they  are  directly  returned 
•by  almofl  the  whole  body  of  the  Nation  ; 
laftly,  becaufe,  the  National  Reprefentation 
being  one  and  indivifible,  none  of  the  De- 
puties, from  whatever  clafs  chofen,  have 
any  right  to  exercife  their  functions  fepa- 
rately  from  the  prefent  Affembly. 

f<  The  Affembly  will  never  relinquifh 
the  hope  of  being  joined  by  the  Deputies 
now  abfent,  nor  ceafe  to  call  upon  them  to 
difcharge  the  obligation  they  are  under  of 

con- 
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.concurring  to  hold  the  States-General :  And 
they  declare  beforehand,  that  if  the  abfent 
Deputies  fhould,  in  the  courfe  of  the  Seffions 
now  about  to  be  opened,  prefent  themfelves, 
they  would  receive  them  with  open  arms, 
and  fhare  with  them,  after  the  verification 
of  their  powers,  the  continuation  of  the  la- 
bours for  regenerating  France. 

"  The  National  Affembly  refolve,  that 
the  motives  of  the  prefent  determination 
(hall  be  d  rawn  up,  in  order  to  be  prefented 
to  the  King,  and  to  the  Nation." 

After  this  Refolution  all  the  members 
took  the  following  Oath,  the  form  of  which 
was  propofed  by  Target : 

"  We  promife  and  fwear  before  God, 
"  the  Country,  and  the  King,  zealoully  to 
M  difcharge  the  duties  with  which  we  are 
"  entrufted." 

The  AfTembly,  convinced  no  doubt  that 
this  Oath,  and  the  title  they  had  alTumed,  ' 
had  inverted  them  with  all  the  National  So- 
Vereignty,  or  rather  anxious  to  leave  no 
time  for  its  being  doubted,  haftened  to  dis- 
play and  prove  their  power,  by  declaring  all 
the  exifting  modes  of  levying  contributions 
to  be  illegal  and  null -in  their  creations,  ex- 
tenfions,  and  prerogatives ;  by  authorising 

pro- 
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provifionally  the  continuation  of  them,  pre<- 
fcribing  the  time  when  they  mould  ceafe ; 
and  by  giving  the  creditors  of  the  State  the 
fecurity  of  the  honour  and  faith  of  the 
French  Nation.  With  this  view,  they  en- 
tered into  the  following  Refolution  t 

"  The  National  Affembly,  confidering 
that  the  firfl  ufe  which  they  ought  to  make 
of  their  powers,  the  exercife  of  which  the 
Nation  has  recovered  under  the  aufpices  of 
a  Monarch,  who,  judging  the  rights  of  a 
Nation  to  be  the  real  glory  of  Kings,  has 
placed  his  own  on  acknowledging  thofe  of 
the  French  People,  is  to  fecure  the  energy 
of  public  adminiftration  ; 

*'  Willing  to  prevent  the  difficulties  that 
may  obftruct  the  levying  of  the  contribu- 
tions ;  difficulties  the  more  ferious,  as  they 
are  fupported  on  a  Conflitutional  and  ever 
facred  principle  clearly  acknowledged  by 
the  King,  and  folemnly  proclaimed  in  all 
the  Affemblies  of  the  Nation,  namely,  the 
principle  which  allows  of  no  levy  of  money, 
or  contributions  in  the  kingdom,  without 
the  exprefs  confent  of  the  Reprefentatives  of 
the  Nation; 

"  Confidering,  that  in  fact  the  contribu- 
tions as  they  are  at  prefent  gathered  through- 
out 
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out  the  kingdom,  not  having  been  granted 
by  the  Nation,  are  all  illegal,  and  confe- 
quently  null  in  their  creations,  extenfions; 
and  prerogatives ; 

"  Declare,  that  they  confent  pro  virion- 
ally  for  the  Nation,  that  the  imports  and 
contributions,  although  illegally  eftablifhed 
and  gathered,  /hall  continue  to  be  levied  in 
the  fame  manner  as  they  have  hitherto  been, 
until  the  day  of  the  feparation  of  this  Af- 
fembly,  in  whatever  manner  that  may  be 
caufed,  and  no  longer. 

"  After  which  day  the  National  Affem- 
bly  mean,  and  decree,  that  all  levies  of  im- 
ports and  contributions,  of  whatever  nature, 
which  mall  not  have  been  exprefsly,  for- 
mally, and  freely  granted  by  the  Nation, 
fhall  entirely  ceafe  throughout  all  the  pro- 
vinces of  the  kingdom,  whatever  be  the 
form  of  their  government. 

"  The  AfTembly  declare  alfo,  'that  as 
foon  as  they  fhall,  in  concert  with  his  Ma- 
jefty,  have  fixed  the  principles  of  the  Na- 
tional regeneration,  they  will  proceed  to  the 
examination  and  liquidation  of  the  public 
debt,  giving  the  creditors  of  the  State  from 
this  time  fecurity  on  the  honour  and  faith  of 
the  French  Nation. 

vol.  I.  I  ««  Lartly, 
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Laftly,  the  Affembly,  now  conftituted 
to  tranfacl:  bufinefs,  find  it  one  of  their  firft 
duties  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  that  have 
produced  the  fcarcity  under  which  the  pro- 
vinces  are  labouring,  and  to  provide  the 
means  of  remedying  it  in  the  moll  effec- 
tual and  expeditious  manner.  Accordingly 
they  refolve,  that  a  Committee  mail  be  ap- 
pointed to  proceed  on  that  important  bufinefs, 
and  that  his  Maje%  mail  be  prayed  to  caufe 
all  the  documents  of  which  they  may  ftand 
in  need,  to  be  laid  before  the  faid  Committee. 

"  The  prefent  Refolution  mail  be  printed, 
and  fent  into  all  the  provinces.1' 

Thefe  Refolutions  were  no  fooner  read 
than  the  Hall  refounded  with  the  cries  of 
Vive  le  Roi  /  from  the  members  of  the  Af- 
fembly, and  from  the  Grangers  with  whom 
the  galleries  were  crowded.  This  was  either 
to  make  the  People,  whofe  fidelity  was  not 
yet  fhaken,  believe  that  thefe  Refolutions, 
the  confequences  of  which  they  were  inca- 
pable of  feeing,  were  favourable  to  the 
King,  or  to  deceive  his  Majefty  himfelf, 
and  remove  from  his  mind  all  diftrufl  of  the 
intentions  of  the  Tiers-Etat.  Certain  it  is, 
that,  from  the  very  beginning  of  the  Re- 
volution, the  cry  of  Vive  le  Roi  feemed  to 
2  be 
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be  chiefly  devoted  to  the  purpofe  of  figna- 
lizing  every  attack  made  upon  the  Royal  au- 
thority. It  is  alfo  to  be  remarked,  that  it  was 
in  the  laft  of  thefe  Revolutions  that  the  Af- 
fembly  for  the  firft  time  employed  the  word 
decree :  and  it  was  not  without  meaning 
that  they  adopted  that  expreffion,  which 
having  hitherto  had  no  acception  in  the  le- 
giflative  ftyle,  might  be  considered  as  more 
modeft  than  the  word  ordain,  and  even  as 
refpeciful  to  the  Royal  prerogative.  But 
from  the  verb  to  decree  was  immediately 
formed  the  fubftantive  Decree,  which  the 
AlTembly  gave  as  a  title  to  all  its  deter- 
minations, and  the  fenfe  of  which  became 
progreflively  as  unlimited  as  the  power  of 
thofe  who  gave  it  its  new  acception. 

The  ringleaders  who  at  the  Sitting  of 
the  17th  of  June  had  emboldened  the  Tiers- 
Etat  to  make  fo  very  rafh  a  trial  of  the 
Strength  they  derived  from  the  double  repre- 
fentation,  were  too  accute  not  to  forefee 
that  fo  ferious  an  attack  upon  ,  the  rights  of 
the  Clergy  and  Nobility,  and  upon  the  Royal 
authority  itfelf,  could  not  be  fupported  but 
by  extraordinary  means.  The  fureft  and 
moft  potent  was  the  fuccour  of  the  popu- 
kce,  who  were  already  but  too  much  dif- 

I  2  pofed 
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pofed  to  protect,  after  their  fafliion,  the 
members  of  the  Tiers- Etat,  whom  they 
confidered  as  the  defenders  of  their  interefts 
againft  the  other  two  Orders.  Hence  the 
howlings  and  imprecations  of  that  frantic 
multitude,  who  were  at  this  juncture  feen 
for  fome  days  furrounding  the  Halls  of  the 
States  ;  hence  the  infults  and  menaces  di- 
rected not  only  againft  the  principal  mem- 
bers of  the  two  firft  Orders,  but  likewife 
againft  thofe  of  the  Tiers-Etat  who,  becaufe 
they  were  moderate,  were  conlidered  as  fuf- 
picious.  This  temper  was  propagated  and 
kept  alive  in  the  provinces,  through  nume- 
rous emiffaries,  by  fabricated  tales  fent  to 
them  from  Verfailles  and  Paris.  The  Palais- 
Royal  was  become  the  ordinary  rendezvous 
of  the  feditious,  where  they  publicly  preach- 
ed murder,  affaffination,  and  the  moft  atro- 
cious crimes,  as  fo  many  ads  of  patriotifm. 
The  filence  of  the  Council,  and  their  irrefo- 
lution  upon  }he  different  meafures  propofed 
to  them,  favoured  the  manoeuvres  of  the 
Tiers-Etat  in  the  Chamber  sof  the  Clergy 
and  Nobility,  where  the  new  victories 
daily  gained  by  them  increafed  the  agitation 
that  prevailed,  and  proclaimed  an  approach- 
ing divifion. 

While 
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While  things  were  in  this  ftate,  the  fol- 
lowing Proclamation  was  made  by  the  He- 
ralds, on  the  20th  of  June,  between  feven 
and  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  in  the 
ftreets  and  crofs-ways  of  Verfailles  : 

"  June  9.0th.  (By  Order  of  the  King.) 
The  King  having  refolved  to  hold  a  Royal 
Sitting  in  the  States-General,  on  Monday 
next  the  22d  of  June,  the  preparations  to 
be  made  in  the  three  Halls  ufed  by  the  Af- 
femblies  of  the  Orders  make  it  necefTary 
that  thofe  Aflemblies  mould  be  fufpended 
until  after  the  faid  Sitting.  His  Majefty 
will  give  notice,  by  another  Proclamation, 
of  the  hour  of  his  going  to  the  AfTembly  of 
the  States  on  Monday." 

M.  Bailly,  the  Prefident  of  the  Tiers- 
Etat,  had  been  made  acquainted  with  the 
object  of  this  Proclamation,  by  a  private 
letter  which  was  fent  to  him  by  the  Marquis 
de  BrezS  at  feven  o'clock  in  the  morning ; 
and  to  which  he  replied,  "  that  having  re- 
ceived no  orders  from  the  King,  and  the  Af- 
fembly  having  been  announced  for  eight 
o'clock,  he  mould  attend  where  his  duty 
called  him." 

He  repaired,   accompanied    by  a  great 
number  of  "the  members  of  the  Tiers-Etat, 
%  1 3  ^ 


74  ANNALS  OF   THE     [June  1789, 

to  the  door  of  the  Hall  of  the  States,  de- 
manded admiffion  ;  and  on  being  refufed  by 
the  officer  on  guard,  according  to  his  or- 
ders, with  which  he  acquainted  him,  he  de- 
clared that  he  protefted  againft  fuch  orders, 
and  that  he  mould  give  a  report  of  them  to 
the  Aflembly.    To  do  this  he  had  not  far  to 
go,  as  three-fourths  of  the  deputies  of  the 
Tiers-Etat  were  already  collected  round  him, 
or  in  the  avenue  leading  to  the  Palace.  There 
it  was  that,  furrounded  by  an  immenfe  crowd 
of  people,  they  declaimed  in  the  moft  violent 
manner  againft  this  pretended  act.  of  De- 
fpotifm.    44  The  National  AiTembly  is  to  be 
diflblved,"  faid  they,  44  and  the  country  to 
be  plunged  into  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war. 
Want  reigns  every  where ;  every  where  the 
People  fee  famine  flaring  them  in  the  face. 
This  we  were  about  to  put  an  end  to,  by 
rending  the  veil  which  covers  the  manoeu- 
vres  of  the.  monopolies,    the  engroffers, 
and  the  whole  tribe  of  mifcreants.  The 
Louises  11  and  13,  the  Richelieus,  the 
Mazarins,  the  Briennes,  attacked  with  their 
defpotifm  only  individuals  or  fmall  bodies ; 
but  here  it  is  the  whole  Nation  that  is  made 
the  fport  of  the  whims  of  a  defpotic  Mi- 

niftry.     "  Let  us  meet  uPon  tnc  ^ace 

d'Armes" 
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d'Armes,"  faid  one  of  thofe  orators ;  "  there 
we  fhall  recall  fome  of  the  noblefl  days  of  our 
hiftory,  the  National  Ajfemblies  of  the  Field 
of  May. "   * '  Let  us  aflemble  in  the  gallery  of 
the  Palace,"  faid  another ;  "  there  we  fhali 
prefent  a  new  fight,  by  fpeaking  the  language 
of  Liberty,  in  that  corrupt  Hall,  where  a 
little  while  fince   the  head  of  him  who 
mould  have  uttered  that  facred  word  would 
have  been  devoted  to  the  executioner." — 
"  No,  no,"  faid  a  third,   "  let  us  go  to 
Marli,  and  hold  our  Sitting  on  the  Terrace: — 
let  the  King  hear  us,  he  will  come  from  his 
Palace,  and  will  have  nothing  more  to  do 
than  to  place  himfelf  in  the  midft  of  his 
People  to  hold  the  Royal  Sitting." 

At  the  conclusion  of  thefe  declamations, 
the  fole  objecl:  of  which  was  to  alarm  and 
exafperate  the  People,  the  Aflembly  decided 
upon  transferring  their  Sitting  to  the  Tennis- 
Court,  in  the  ftreet  called  rue  du  Vieux 
Verfailles.  There  M.  Bailly  read  the  letter 
which  he  had  received  from  M.  de  Breze, 
and  his  anfwer  to  it ;  which  he  ha4  fcarcely 
done,  when  a  fecond  letter  from  M.  de 
Breze  was  put  into  his  hands,  the  contents 
of  which  were  as  follows : 

"  It  was  by  the  King's  pofitive  order, 

1 4  Sir$ 
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Sir,  that  I  did  myfelf  the  honour  of  writing 
to  you  this  morning,  to  acquaint  you  that, 
his  Majefty  purpofing  to  hold  a  Royal  Sit- 
ting on  Monday,  and  fome  preparations  be- 
ing requifite  in  the  three  Halls  of  the  Af- 
femblies  of  the  Orders,  it  was  his  in- 
tention that  no  perfon  mould  be  admitted 
into  them,  and  that  the  Sittings  mould  be 
fufpended  till  after  that  to  be  held  by  his 
Majefty." 

On  hearing  this  letter  read,  fome  demo- 
niacs cried  out,  that  the  Marquis  de  Breze 
was  guilty  of  treafon  againft  the  country, 
and  that  he  mould  be  impeached  of  that 
crime,  if  he  did  not  produce,  in  his  defence^ 
the  Order  written  by  the  King's  hand. 

M.  Bailly  then  rofe,  and,  after  vehement- 
ly lamenting  the  melancholy  fate  which 
feemed  to  threaten  the  National  Affembly, 
propofed  that  they  mould  confider  what  part 
it  was  proper  to  take  under  fuch  difficult 
circumftances ;  and  this  confideration  was 
fucceeded  by  the  following  refolution, 
moved  by  M.  Mounier,  who  was  convinced, 
as  were  the  greater  part  of  his  colleagues, 
that  it  was  the  defign  of  the  Miniftry  to  dif- 
folve  the  States-General : 

"  The  National  Affernbly,  confidering 

that, 
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that,  being  called  upon  to  fettle  the  Conftitu- 
tion  of  the  Kingdom,  to  effect  the  regenera- 
tion of  public  order,  and  to  fupport  the  true 
principles  of  the  Monarchy,  nothing  mould 
prevent  them  from  continuing  their  delibera- 
tions, and  completing  the  important  work 
for  which  they  were  convened ;  and  alfo 
considering  that  in  whatever  place  they  may 
be  forced  to  hold  their  Sittings ;  or  in  ftiort, 
wherever  its  members  mall  meet,  there  they 
are  the  National  A{Tembly  ;  refolve,  that  all 
the  members  of  this  Aflembly  mail  inftantly 
take  a  folemn  oath  not  to  feparate  finally,  but 
to  meet,  wherever  circumftances  may  make 
it  requifite,  until  the  Conftitution  of  the 
Kingdom,  and  the  regeneration  of  public  or- 
der be  eftablimed  and  firmly  fettled  upon  fo- 
lid  foundations  ;  and  that  after  this  oath  has 
been  taken  by  all  its  members,  and  they  indi- 
vidually mall  all  and  every  of  them,  by  their 
%natures,  confirm  their  immoveable  Re- 
folution." 

This  famous  oath,  flnce  called  the  Tennis- 
Court-Oath,  was  taken  with  the  higheft 
tranfports  of  enthuliafm,  firft  by  M.  Bailly 
and  the  Secretaries,  and  then  by  all  the 
members  of  the  AfTembly :  at  the  fame 
time  the  cry  of  Vive  le  Roi  refounded 

through 
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through  the  Hall,  and  was  re-echoed  from 
the  ftreets  and  from  the  windows  of  the 
adjoining  houfes. 

One  Deputy  alone,  whofe  name  deferves 
to  be  tranfmitted  to  pofterity,  M.  Martin 
d'Auch,  a  Deputy  from  Caftelnaudary,  had 
the  courage  obftinately  to  refufe  his  figna- 
ture  to  the  oath. 

At  this  critical  moment,  which  was  certainly 
fufficiently  ferious  to  engage  all  the  attention 
of  the  Minifters,  as  the  fate  of  the  Monarchy 
hung  upon  it,  and  as  the  flighteft  fault,  the 
leaft  negligence  on  their  part,  would  be 
enough  to  ruin  the  State;  Mr.  Necker,  whofe 
vanity  and  ignorance  had  created  this  dan- 
ger, left  the  King  at  Marli,  to  go  and  fee 
his  fifter-in-law  who  was  indifpofed  at 
Paris  ;  or,  rather,  fuch  was  the  pretence  with 
which  he  endeavoured  to  conceal  the  pique 
he  took  at  fome  flight  corrections  made  in 
his  plans  of  Declarations  for  the  Royal  Sit- 
ting, although  the  corrections  were  not 
adopted  by  the  King  without  the  advice  of 
his  Council,  to  which  Moiifieur,  the  Count 
d'Artois,  and  feveral  Counfellors  of  State, 
had  been  fummoned  for  the  occafion. 

As  the  framing  thefe  Declarations  over 
again,  and  the  preparations  that  were  to  be 

made 
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made  at  the  Halls  of  the  three  Orders, 
could  not  be  finifhed  fo  foon  as  Monday 
the  22d,  a  new  Proclamation  was  made 
by  the  Heralds,  announcing  that  the  Roy- 
al Sitting  appointed  for  that  day  was  fixed 
for  the  next,  at  ten  o'cjock  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  inviting,  the  Deputies  to  the 
States-General  to  attend-.  M.  Bailly  was 
apprifed  of  it  on  Sunday,  by  a  letter  from 
the  King,  which  the  Marquis  de  Breze  was 
charged  to  forward  to  him,  and  the  very 
addrefs  of  which  was  an  indication  that  his 
Majefty  did  not  approve  of  the  Refolutions 
of  the  17th  of  June;  for,  inftead  of  the  title 
of  Prefident  of  the  National  A  jfembly,  be- 
llowed by  thofe  Refolutions  on  M.  Bailly, 
the  King  gave  him  fimply  that  of  Prefident 
of  the  Order  of  the  Tiers-Etat. 

Notwithstanding  this  letter,  M.  Bailly 
repaired  the  next  morning,  at  the  head  of  the 
Deputies  of  the  Tiers-Etat  to  the  Tennis- 
Court,  which  by  that  time  was  nearly  filled 
with  the  people,  drawn  thither  by  the  de- 
fire  of  being  witnefs  to  fo  folemn  an  act  of 
difobedience.  It  was  certainly  a  fight  fuffi- 
ciently  novel  to  excite  their  curiofity.  This 
Sitting,  however,  was  not  held  at  the  Ten- 
nis-Court ;  either  becaufe  the  Hall  (a  part  of 

it 
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it  being  already  occupied  by  the  crowd) 
was  not  large  enough  to  contain  at  once 
the  reprefenting  and  represented,  or  becaufe 
the  ringleaders,  who  had  the  greateft  influ- 
ence in  the  Tiers-Etat,  flattered  themfelves 
that  they  mould  afl&c~t  the  People  more  pow- 
erfully, and  exafperate  them  more  and  more 
againft  the  other  two  Orders,  and  againft 
the  iVlinivrers,  by  letting  them  fee  the  Na- 
tional AfTembly  wandering  from  ftreet  to 
irreet,  in  fearch  of  a  place  to  continue  their 
deliberations. 

The  Tiers^Etat,  leaving  the  Tennis-* 
Court,  repaired  to  the  Francifcan  Convent, 
and  defired  permifTion  to  affemble  in  their 
church ;  but  the  good  monks,  who  were 
living  on  the  King's  bounty,  replied,  that 
"  they  could  not  poflibly  confent  that  an  Af- 
fembly in  oppofition  to  his  Majefty's  orders 
ihouldbe  held  at  their  houfe."  The  Deputies, 
difappointed  at  this  anfwer,  denounced  ven^ 
geance,  and  betook  themfelves  again  to  the 
door  of  the  Hall  of  the  States,  where  they 
were  refufed  admiffion  by  the  fcntinel. 
They  then  proceeded  without  hefitation 
to  the  church  of  St.  Louis,  which  they  en- 
tered without  any  difficulty,  as  if  the  plan 
had  been  previoufly  concerted;  and  it  is 

more 
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more  than  probable  that  this  precaution  had 
not  been  neglected.  They  ranged  themfelves 
in  the  nave  of  the  church,  and  commenced 
their  operations,  by  tendering  the  oath  de- 
creed at  the  firft  Sitting  in  the  Tennis- 
Court,  to  thofe  Deputies  who  had  been  ab- 
fent  from  that  Sitting.  At  this  time  the 
Bifhop  of  Chartrcs  and  many  Deputies  of 
the  Clergy  allembled  in  the  choir  of  the 
fame  church,  and  deputed  eight  of  their 
members  to  the  Tiers-Etat,  to  inquire  if 
they  were  willing  to  allow  the  Clergy  their 
ufual  precedency.  The  reply  to  this  depu- 
tation was — "  That  the  National  AlTembly 
refpected  the  rights  of  the  firit.  Order  of  the 
State,  and  that,  far  from  attacking  the  ho- 
nours due  to  them,  they  would  be  the  fore- 
moft  to  defend  them."  At  the  fame  time 
it  was  obferved  to  thofe  Deputies,  that  the 
feats  placed  on  the  right  of  the  Prefident 
were  referved  for  the  Clergy; — a  ftriking  in- 
dication that  all  this  fcene  had  been  previ- 
oufly  concerted. 

On  this  affurance,  the  Bimop  of 
Chartres,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  de- 
putation, opened  the  doors  of  the  choir; 
when  the  members  of  the  Clergy  coming 
forward  placed  themfelves  at  the  right  of 
.1  the 
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the  Prefident,  and  announced  that  they  at- 
tended in  the  National  Aflembly,  for  the 
purpofe  of  verifying  the  powers  j  and  laying 
theirs  upon  the  table,  fixteen  of  their 
members  were  immediately  appointed  on 
the  Committee  of  verification*.  The  joy 
produced  by  this  coalition  broke  out  into 
long  acclamations  of  applaufe,  ftill  accom- 
panied with  the  cries  of  Vive  le  Roi. 

Towards  the  end  of  this  Sitting  two  or 
three  Deputies  of  the  Nobility  alfo  came  in, 
prefented  their  powers,  and  were  well  re- 
ceived. They  were  considered  as  the  fore- 
runners of  the  minority  of  their  Order. 

*  This  ftep,  as  irregular  as  unexpected,  was  not 
only  unfanclioned  by  the  Order  of  the  Clergy,  who, 
according  to  the  King's  command,  had  fufpended  their 
Sittings  fince  the  20th  of  June,  but  was  alfo  entire- 
ly unknown  to  them,  and  was  the  effed  of  the  intrigues 
and  clandeftine  manoeuvres  of  the  Fadlion  to  create  a 
divifion  between  the  two  firil  Orders. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Royal  Sitting  of  the  23d  of  June  1789 — 
The  King's  Speech — The  Orders  of  the 
Clergy  and  Nobility  leave  the  AJfembly 
immediately  after  the  King,  and  in  obe- 
dience to  his  Orders — The  Tiers-Etat, 
excited  to  dif obedience  by  Mirabeau,  con- 
tinue  fitting — Anfwer  made  by  them  to 
the  Grand  Majler  of  the  Ceremonies — 
They  confirm  the  Refolutions  jufi  annul- 
led by  the  King,  and  declare  their  Per- 
fons  inviolable — Speech  of  the  Abbe 
SieyeSy  and  the  Refolution  it  produced — 
Weaknefs  of  the  Council  in  this  Circum- 
fance — The  Meafures  they  fhould  have 
adopted — The  Archbijhop  of  Paris  pelted 
-with  Stones  by  the  Mob — is  refcued  by  the 
French  Guards. 

The  next  day  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  Deputies  of  the  three  Orders  re- 
paired to  the  door  of  the  Hall  of  the  States- 
General, 
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General,  as  directed  in  the  King's  Procla- 
mation made  the  evening  before.    The  ad- 
joining ftreets  and  grand  avenue  were  lined 
with  large  detachments  of  the  French  and 
Swifs  Guards,  and  of  the  Guards  of  the 
Provoft  Marfhal's  Court  (la  Prevote).  Se- 
veral parties  of  the  Marechaujfee  Rationed 
about  the  building  of  the  States-General 
difperfed  the  crowds  that  were  gathering, 
and  prevented  a  mob.    The  twelve  hun- 
dred Deputies  not  being  able  to  enter  all 
at  once,  thofe  of  the  Clergy  were  ufher- 
ed   in  nrft,   then  thofe  of  the  Nobility, 
and  laflly  thofe  of  the  Tiers-Etat,  who 
were  the  more  out  of  humour  at  this  cere- 
mony, as  a  heavy  rain  was  falling  at  the 
time.    A  large  room,  however,  had  been 
run  up  with  boards,  at  the  principal  entry, 
where  they  all  met  to  wait  their  turn  to 
go  in. 

As  foon  as  the  Deputies  were  placed,  the 
King  made  his  entrance,  attended  by  the 
Princes,  Peers,  great  Officers,  and  retinue 
ufually  difplayed  on  grand  occafions.  The 
moment  he  appeared,  all  the  Deputies  took 
off  their  hats  and  rofe.  He  feated  himfelf 
upon  the  Throne,  having  the  Clergy  on  his 
right,  and  the  Nobility  on  his  left ;  the  re- 
mainder 
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mainder  of  the  benches  on  both  fides,  down 
to  the  door  oppofite  to  him,  was  occupied 
by  the  Tiers-Etat.  In  the  middle  of  the 
Hall  were  the  King  at  Arms  and  his  four 
Heralds.  The  Minifters  w^ere  feated  on 
ftools  round  a  table,  at  the  foot  of  the  plaU 
form  which  fupported  the  Throne :  one  of 
thefe  ftools  remaining  empty  drew  the  at- 
tention of  the  members  of  the  Tiers-Etat, 
and  feemed  to  affect  them  deeply — it  was 
the  one  that  had  been  deftined  for  Mr. 
Necker.  This  Minifter  had  the  infolence  to 
be  abfent  from  this  Sitting  without  previ- 
oufly  informing  the  King  of  his  intention ; 
and  by  his  perfidious  arrogance  this  im- 
portant meafure,  which  he  had  himfelf  pro- 
pofed  and  judged  indifpenfable,  was  render- 
ed a  thoufand  times  more  prejudicial  than 
ufeful. 

The  cries  of  Vive  le  Roi,  which  had  ac- 
companied his  Majefty  from  '  the  Palace, 
were  reiterated  in  the  AfTembly  when  the 
King  entered- — but  only  by  the  Clergy  and 
Nobility,  for  the  Tiers-Etat  preferved  a 
dead  filence. 

As  foon  as  the  King  had  taken  his  feat 
upon  the  Throne,  the  Deputies  of  the  three 
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Orders  fat  dotvn  all  at  once,  without  waiting, 
according  to  the  ancient  form,  for  his  Ma- 
jetty's  permiffion  to  do  fo.  At  this  folemn 
Sitting,  rendered  memorable  on  the  one  hand 
by  the  weaknefs  and  errors  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  on  the  other  by  the  audacity  and 
encroachments  of  feditious  men,  the  King 
made  three  Speeches,  which  ought  to  be 
preferved  as  fo  many  monuments  of  the 
purity  of  his  intentions,  and  of  his  pater- 
nal feelings  for  the  People.  He  began  as 
follows : 

"  Gentlemen, 

•!  When  I  determined  to  call  you  toge- 
ther j  when  I  furmounted  all  the  difficulties 
with  which  your  convocation  was  attended  ; 
when  I  anticipated,  as  I  may  fay,  the  wifhes 
of  the  Nation,  by  manifefting  how  much 
I  would  do  to  make  them  happy,  I  thought 
t  had  done  "all  in  my  power  for  the  good  of 
my  People. 

"  It  feemed  as  if  nothing  remained  but 
for  you  to  complete  the  work  I  had  begun  j 
and  the  Nation  have  been  impatiently  await- 
ing the  moment,  when,  through  the  concur- 
rence of  the  beneficent  views  of  their  Sove- 
reign 
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reign  and  the  enlightened  zeal  of  their  Re- 
prefentatives,  they  might  enjoy  the  profpe- 
rity  which  fuch  an  union  mould  produce. 

"  The  States-General  have  been  opened 
nearly  for  two  months,  and  they  have  not 
yet  been  able  to  fettle  the  preliminaries  of 
their  proceedings.  A  perfect  good  under- 
Handing  ought  to  have  fprung  from  the  love 
of  your  country  alone,  whereas  a  deplora- 
ble divifion  fpreads  alarm  through  every 
mind.  I  will  believe,  and  I  have  pleafure 
in  thinking,  that  the  French  are  not  altered  * 
but  to  avoid  throwing  reproach  upon  any 
of  you,  I  confider  that  the  renewal  of  the 
States-General  after  fo  long  an  interval,  the 
agitation  which  preceded  it,  the  object  of 
this  convocation,  fo  different  from  that  for 
which  your  anceftors  were  alTembled,  the 
reftrictions  in  the  powers,  and  feveral  other 
circumftances,  have  unavoidably  led  to  oppo- 
fition,  difputes,  and  exorbitant  claims. 

"  It  is  a  duty  I  owe  my  kingdom  in  ge- 
neral, it  is  a  duty  I  owe  myfelf,  to  put  an 
end  to  thefe  deplorable  divifions;  and  for 
that  purpofe,  Gentlemen,  it  is  that  I  have 
again  called  you  to  meet  me.  As  the  com- 
mon Father  of  all  my  fubjecls,  as  the  De- 
fender of  the  laws  of  my  kingdom,  I  am 
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come  to  point  out  their  true  fpirit,  and  to 
reprefs  the  attempts  which  may  have  been 
made  againft  it. 

"  But,  Gentlemen,  after  eftablifhing 
clearly  the  refpective  rights  of  the  different 
Orders,  I  expect,  from  the  zeal  of  the  two 
firft  Orders  for  their  country — I  expecSt,  from 
their  attachment  to  my  perfon — I  expect, 
from  the  knowledge  they  have  of  the  ur- 
gencies of  the  State,  that,  in  matters  .which 
regard  the  general  weal,  they  will  be  the 
firft  to  propofe  a  union  of  deliberation  and 
opinions,  which  I  confider  as  neceftary  at 
the  pre  fen  t  crifis,  on  which  the  welfare  of 
the  State  depends," 

One  of  the  Minifters  then  read  the  De- 
claration which  I  have  inferted  in  the  Ap- 
pendix to  the  Firft  Volume  of  my  Private 
Memoirs,  page  359 ;  after  which  the  King 
continued  thus  : 

"  It  is  alfo  my  derire,  Gentlemen,  that 
the  feveral  advantages  I  grant  to  my  people 
mould  be  laid  before  you.  But  this  is  not  to 
circumfcribe  your  zeal  within  the  circle  I 
trace  j  for  I  lhall  adopt  with  pleafure  every 
other  meafure  of  public  good  which  fhall  be 

propofed 
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propofed  by  the  States-General.  I  may  fay, 
without  flattering  myfelf,  that  no  King  has 
ever  done  fo  much  for  any  Nation  ;  but  what 
other  Nation  has  ever  better  deferved  it  by 
their  affectionate  loyalty  than  the  French  ?  I 
will  not  fcruple  to  fay,  that  thofe  who  by 
exorbitant  claims,  or  ill-timed  cavils,  fhould 
flill  protract  the  effect  of  my  paternal  in- 
tentions, would  render  themfelves  unworthy 
of  being  confidered  as  Frenchmen." 

This  Speech  was  followed  by  the  reading 
of  the  fecond  Declaration,  alfo  inferted  in 
the  Appendix  to  the  Firft  Volume  of  my 
Private  Memoirs,  page  366. 

So  prejudiced  were  the  minds  to  whom  it 
was  addreffed,  that  this  generous  Declara- 
tion, which  infured  the  fuccefs  of  every 
ufeful  project  that  could  be  propofed,  and 
which  granted  more  than  could  have  been 
expected,  more  than  was  demanded  by  the 
majority  of  the  Inftructions,  was  in  gene- 
ral coldly  received.    It  might  have  been 
fufpected   that  the  AiTembly  were  jealous 
that  the  King  had  left  them  fo  little  to  do 
for  the  happinefs  of  the  Nation  s  efpecially 
the  Tiers-Etat,    who,    fmce    the  daring 
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flight  they  had  taken  at  the  Sittings  held  in  the 
Tennis-Court,  and  in  the  church  of  St.  Louis, 
confidered  themfelves  as  fovereign  moderators 
and  fole  arbiters  of  the  deftiny  of  France. 

After  a  profound  filence  of  fome  mo- 
ments, which  followed  the  reading  of  this 
fecond  Declaration,  the  King  concluded  the 
Sitting  with  the  following  Speech  ; 

"  You  have  now,  Gentlemen,  heard  the 
refult  of  my  intentions  and  my  views.  They 
are  confonant  with  the  lively  defire  I  feel  of 
reftoring  public  profperity  ;  and  if  by  fome 
fatality,  unthought  of  by  me,  you  mould 
defert  me  in  fo  glorious  an  undertaking, 
alone  I  will  labour  for  my  People's  good — • 
alone  will  confider  myfelf  as  their  real  Re- 
prefentative ; — and  as  I  know  the  inftruc- 
tions  you  have  received — as  I  know  the  per- 
fect concord  exifting  between  the  moft  ge- 
neral wifli  of  the  Nation  and  my  own 
well-inclined  intentions,  I  mail  feel  all  the 
confidence  that  mufl:  flow  from  fo  uncom- 
mon a  harmony,  and  proceed,  towards  the 
object  I  am  anxious  to  attain,  with  the 
courage  and  firmnefs  it  mufl:  infpire. 

ff  Reflect,  Gentlemen,  that  none  of  your 

Plans, 
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Plans,  none  of  your  Refolutions3  can  ac- 
quire the  force  of  law  without  my  fpecial 
concurrence.  Thus  am  I  the  natural  fup- 
porter  of  your  refpective  rights,  and  all  the 
Orders  of  the  State  may  rely  upon  my  in- 
violable impartiality.  Any  diftruft  on  your 
part  would  be  great  injuftice.  I  have  my- 
ielf  hitherto  done  every  thing  for  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  my  People  ;  and  it  is  perhaps  rare, 
that  the  only  ambition  of  a  Sovereign 
mould  be  to  prevail  upon  his  fubje&s  to 
agree  at  laft,  and  accept  his  favours. 

"  I  command  you,  Gentlemen,  now  to 
feparate,  and  to  repair  to-morrow  morning 
each  to  the  chamber  appropriated  to  his  Or- 
der, there  to  refume  your  Sittings.  I  com- 
mand the  Grand  Mafter  of  the  Ceremonies 
to  fee  the  Halls  prepared  accordingly." 

When  he  had  concluded  this  Speech,  the 
King  defcended  from  the  Throne,  and  left 
the  Hall,  followed  by  the  retinue  which  had 
attended  him  thither.  The  populace  that 
crowded  the  Courts  of  the  Palace,  retrain- 
ed no  doubt  by  the  emifTaries  of  the  Af- 
fembly,  kept,  for  the  firft  time,  the  mofl 
profound  filence  as  his  Majefty  palled;  and 
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the  moment  when  he  had  fhown  himfelf 
more  worthy  than  ever  of  the  love  of  his 
fubjects,  and  of  the  acclamations  by  which 
it  was  ufually  exprefted,  wTas  that  chofen 
by  the  Fa&ious  to  rob  him  of  this 
homage. 

After  the  King  had  left  the  Hall,  almoft 
all  the  Bifhops,  fome  Priefts,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  Nobility,  retired,  in  obedience 
to  the  command  with  which  the  King  con- 
cluded his  Speech.  The  reft  of  the  Depu^ 
ties  remained  in  their  places,  at  a  lofs  what 
part  to  take  :  they  looked  at  one  another,  as 
if  waiting  for  a  leading  opinion  to  put  an 
end  to  this  ftate  of  irrefolution.  The  im- 
preffion  which  the  fecond  Declaration  and 
the  King's  Speech  had  made  on  feveral  of 
them,  Was  upon  the  point  of  carrying  it  j 
a  movement  almoft  general  throughout  the 
Hall  intimated  an  intention  to  obey,  and 
to  accept  the  means  of  conciliation  an- 
nounced by  his  Majefty ;  but  Mirabeau, 
juftly  fearing  that  a  conduit  fo  prudent,  and. 
lb  proper  in  all  refpecl:s,  would  leave  him  on- 
ly a  part  to  play  with  which  his  ambitious 
and  turbulent  fpirit  could  not  be  fatisfied, 
unhappily  in  an  inftant  changed  the  difpofi- 
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lion  of  the  AfTembly    by   the  following 
Speech:     "   Gentlemen,    I   confefs  that 
what  you  have  juft  heard  might  be  for 
the  welfare  of  the  country,  if  the  gifts  of 
Defpotifm    were   not   always  dangerous. 
Why  this  dictatorial  language,  this  train  of 
arms,  this  violation  of  the  National  Tem- 
ple, to  command  you  to  be  happy  ?  Who 
gives  you  the  command  ?    Your  Vicegerent. 
Who  makes  imperious  laws  for  you  ?  Your 
Vicegerent :  he  who  mould  receive  them  from 
you  ;  from  us,  Gentlemen,  who  are  invefted 
with  apolitical  and  inviolable  fupremacy  ; 
from  us,  to  whom  alone  twenty-five  mil- 
lions of  men  are  looking  for  certain  happi- 
nefs,  as  it  muft  be  granted,  given,  and  re- 
ceived by  all.    But  the  freedom  of  your  de- 
bates is*  fettered  ;  a  military  force  encircles 
the  States.    Where  are  the  enemies  of  the 
Nation  ?   Is  Catiline  at  our  gates  ?   I  infill: 
that,  arming  yourfelves  with  your  dignity 
and  your  legiflative  authority,  you  recollect 
the  religious  force  of  your  oath ;  an  oath  that 
does  not  fuffer  you  to  feparate  until  you 
have  eftabliihed  the  Conftitution." 

This  harangue,  or  rather  this  abfurd  and 
feditious  flourish,  delivered  with  the  moll 
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emphatic  vehemence,  milled  the  Deputies. 
They  became  warm  and  irritated,  as  if  the 
King,  who  had  only  adjourned  the  Sittings 
till  the  next  morning  in  order  to  give  the 
workmen  time  to  put  the  Hall  into  a  pro- 
per date,  had  really  difTolved  the  Aflembly, 
But  it  was  the  height  of  effrontery  and  ab~ 
furdity  to  call  on  the  Tennis-Court  Oath  to. 
fanction  difobedience  and  revolt,  as  a  reli- 
gious duty,  as  if  that  Oath  had  not  juft  been 
pronounced  null,  and  as  if  it  had  bound  the 
AfTembly  to  the  ridiculous  obligation  of 
finifliing  the  Conditution  at  a  fingle 
Sitting. 

The  Marquis  de  Breze,  on  finding  that  it 
was  made  a  quedion  whether  the  orders,  with 
the  execution  of  which  he  was  charged, 
fhould  be  obeyed  or  not,  advanced  into  the 
middle  of  the  Hall,  and  faid  a  few  words 
which  were  not  heard.  "  Louder!" 
"  louder!"  was  cried  on  every  fide.  He 
then  faid,  in  a  more  confident  tone,  "  Gen- 
tlemen, you  have  heard  the  King's  inten- 
tions." 

"  Yes,  Sir,"  replied  Mirabeau,  we  have 
heard  the  intentions  which  have  been  fugged- 
ed  to  the  King  ;  and  you,  who  cannot  be  hk 
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organ  in  the  States-General— you,  who  have 
here  neither  feat  nor  voice,  nor  right  to 
fpeak,  have  no  bufinefs  to  put  us  in  mind 
pf  his  Speech.  However,  to  avoid  all  am- 
biguity and  procraftination,  I  declare,  that 
if  you  have  been  commiflioned  to  turn  us 
out  of  this  place,  you  muft  go  get  orders  to 
employ  force  ;  for  we  will  not  quit  our 
feats  unlefs  compelled  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet.*' 

A  great  number  of  the  Peputies  cried  out 
together,  44  Yes  !  yes  !  nothing  but  force 
can  drive  us  hence  :  the  Aflembly  are  deter- 
mined. " 

M.  Bailly  obferving  that  the  Marquis  de 
Breze  was  not  fatisfled  with  this  anfwer, 
and  fuppofing,  no  doubt,  that  he  only 
waited  to  be  informed  of  the  intentions  of 
the  AfTembly  in  a  more  regular  manner, 
thus  addrelTed  him  in  his  official  capacity  of 
Prefident : — "  The  AfTembly  refolved  yefter- 
day  that  they  would  continue  to  fit  after  the 
Royal  Sitting:  I  can  make  no  change  in  that 
Refolution ;  it  mull:  be  difcufTed  by  the  Af- 
fembly." 

It  was  not  true  that  the  Tiers  Etat  had 
entered  into  fuch  a  Refolution  the  day  be- 
fore. 
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fore.  Mirabeau  would  not  have  failed  to  ad- 
duce it,  had  it  been  fo.  Thus  a  very  grofs 
falfehood  was  all  the  pretence  made  by  the  Af- 
embly  for  difobeying  the  orders  of  the  King. 

"  Am  I,  Sir,"  faid  the  Marquis  de  Breze, 
"  to  carry  this  anfwerto  the  King?"  "  Yes, 
Sir,"  replied  the  President, 

The  Marquis  de  Breze  being  gone,  the 
A  (Terribly  had  nobufinefs  more  preffing,  than 
to  confirm  all  the  Refolutions  it  had  taken 
previous  to  that  day,  and  efpecially  the  one 
adopted  at  the  Tennis-Court,  in  fpite  of 
the  Declaration  by  which  it  had  juft  been 
pronounced  null.  Camus,  one  of  the  Depu- 
ties, maintained,  that  the  King's  order  could 
be  confidered  only  as  a  mere  act.  of  the 
Council's,  and  confequently  that  no  fcruple 
lhould  be  made  in  difobeying  it. 

Mirabeau,  who  had  been  the  firft  to  ex- 
cite the  AlTembly  to  rebel  againft  the  King, 
fearing  he  mould  likewife  be  the  Rrft 
brought  to  account,  now  exclaimed,  with 
infinitely  more  hypocrify  and  fear  than 
with  real  enthufiafm — »«  BlefTed  be  Liberty 
for  ripening  fuch  noble  fruit  in  the  National 
Affembly ! — Let  us  enfure  our  work  by  de- 
claring the  perfons  of  the  Deputies  to  the 
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States-General  inviolable.  This  is  no  mani 
feftation  of  fear  ;  it  is  to  act  with  prudence ; 
it  is  to  bridle  the  violent  counfels  that  be- 
fiege  the  Throne."  This  proportion  was 
received  with  ecftacy,  and  the  difcuffion  it 
produced  was  foon  crowned  with  the  follow- 
ing Refolution  : 

"  Confidering  the  neceflity  of  fecuring 
the  freedom  of  fpeech,  and  the  right  of  each 
Deputy  to  the  States-General  to  inquire  in- 
to, cenfure,  and  denounce,  every  kind  of 
abufe  and  impediment  to  public  happinefs 
and  to  liberty,  the  National  Affembly  re- 
solve, That  the  perfon  of  each  Deputy  is 
inviolable ;  and  that  every  perfon,  whether 
public  or  private,  every  corporation,  court, 
or  commiffion  whatfoever,  that  fhall,  dur- 
ing or  after  the  prefent  Seffion,  reproach, 
call  to  account,  or  caufe  to  be  called  to  ac- 
count, ill-treat,  or  caufe  to  be  ill-treated, 
arreft,  or  caufe  to  be  arretted,  detain,  or 
caufe  to  be  detained,  the  perfon  or  perfons  of 
one  or  more  Deputies,  for  any  proportion, 
advice,  opinion,  or  fpeech,  advanced,  given, 
or  made  by  him  or  them,  in  or  to'  the  States- 
General,  or  in  any  of  their  official  AfTem- 
blies  or  Committees,  fhall  be  deemed  infa- 
mous, 
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mails,  and  traitors  to  their  country :  And 
alfo,  that  on  all  fuch  occafions,  the  National 
AfTembly  fhall  ufe  all  neceffary  means  to 
caufe  thofe  who  mail  be  the  authors,  inftiga- 
tors,  and  exciters  of  them,  to  be  brought  to 
account." 

This  Refolution  paffed  by  a  majority  of 
443  againft  34.  It  inftantly  difpelled  all 
anxieties,  all  fears,  and  infpired  even  the  mofl 
timid  with  boldnefs.  The  effect  it  produced 
appears  in  the  Speech  made  at  the  end  of 
this  Sitting  by  the  famous  Abbe  Sieyes,  as 
well  known  for  his  cowardice  as  for  the  ob~ 
fcure  depth  of  his  political  notions.  The. 
following  are  the  mofl  intelligible  expref- 
fions  of  that  Speech,  fuch  as  they  were  col- 
lected by  one  of  his  hearers  : 

"  However  flormy,  Gentlemen,  the  cir- 
cumftances  in  which  we  are  appear,  we  have 
ftiil  the  light  of  Truth  and  Principles  to 
guide  us.  Let  us  only  dare  to  confult  thefe, 
and  we  (hall  fee  embarraffments,  difficulties, 
uncertainty,  and  even  fear,  if  any  exifted 
in  the  National  AfTembly,  flying  at  once  be- 
fore them.  Let  us  inquire  what  powers  we 
exercife — what  million  this  is  on  which  we 
l  are 
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arc  difpatched  from  all  parts  of  France,  and 
brought  together  within  thefe  walls.  Are 
we  but  the  Officers,  the  Agents  of  the 
King  ?  His  voice  has  been  heard ;  there  can 
be  no  more  doubt,  and  we  mull  obey.  Are 
we,  on  the  contrary,  the  Envoys  of  the 
People?  Let  us  then  difcharge  our  million. 
How  awful,  how  auguft,  the  deputation  of 
twenty-fix  millions  of  men  united  for  Li- 
berty !  Is  there  a  fingle  man  amongft  us 
who  could  be  willing  to  refign  the  high 
truft  veiled  in  him,  and  dare  to  return  to 
his  constituents  with  language  of  this  kind — • 
You  have  placed  the  defliny  of  France  in 
hands  too- feeble  ;  I  have  been  afraid-— fend 
fome  man  in  my  flead,  more  worthy  of  ap- 
pearing your  Reprefentative?  Gentlemen, 
we  have  fworn,  and  our  oath  fhall  not  be 
in  vain,  we  have  fworn  to  reftore  the  French 
People  to  their  rights.  The  authority  which 
has  appointed  us  to  this  great  undertaking, 
upon  which  alone  we  depend,  and  which  is 
very  able  to  protect  us,  is  certainly  very  far 
yet  from  calling  to  us,  It  is  enough— flop 
here.  On  the  contrary,  it  accufes  our  tar- 
dinefs,  haftens  us,  demands  a  Confuta- 
tion ;  and  who  can  form  it  without  us  ?  

who  can  form  it  but  ourfelves  ?    Is  there  a 

power 
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power  upon  earth  that  can  fnatch  from  you 
the  right  of  reprefenting  your  constituents— 
that  can  prevent  our  deliberating  upon  the 
interefls  entrufted  to  us  ?  Do  you  not,  Gen* 
tlemen,  feel  that  you  are  to-olay  all  that 
you  were  yejler day  ?  Yes  !  we  will  continue 
our  labours — we  will  purfue  our  fublime 
million,  difdaining  the  forry  aulic  ceremo- 
nials that  would  in  vain  have  tainted  the 
National  Sanctuary  :  in  vain,  for  the  virtues 
of  Liberty  are  well  able  to  purify  the  pol- 
lutions of  Defpotifm." 

He  concluded  by  moving  "  that  all  the 
Sittings  of  the  National  AiTembly  mould  be 
public,  and  that  no  authority  could  render 
them  fecret."  This  was  refolved  with  loud 
applaufe. 

There  could  not  have  been  a  more  favour- 
able opportunity  for  diffolving  this  infolent 
and  rebellious  AfTembly,  and  for  re^eftablifh- 
ing  the  Royal  authority;  which  could  not 
but  be  entirely  overthrown  if  fo  folemn  an 
ad  of  difobedience  were  left  unpunillied. 
The  King,  encouraged  by  the  enthufiafm 
which  the  fanction  he  had  juft  given  to 
the  petitions  contained  in  the  majority  of 
the  Inftru&ions  could  not  fail  to  excite 

in 
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in  the  provinces,  might  without  fear  have 
ufed  violence,  if  not  againft  the  whole  Af- 
fembly,  at  leaft  againfl:  thofe  of  it  who,  not 
fatisfied  with  remaining  aflembled  contrary 
to  his  Ma  jetty's  exprefs  orders,  rejected  his 
favours  with  the  moft  difgufting  arrogance. 
The  Sittings  held  at  the  Tennis-Court,  and 
at  the  church  of  St.  Louis,  but  too  furely 
prognofticated  that  fuch  would  be  the  con- 
duct of  the  majority  of  the  Tiers -Etat. 
The  Council  fhould  have  forefeen  it,  and 
mould  have  been  prepared  for  the  part  it 
would  be  necefTary  to  take  :  for  there  was 
but  one.  When  the  account  was  given  by  the 
Grand  Matter  of  the  Ceremonies,  of  a  part 
of  the  Affembly  refilling  to  obey  the  orders 
of  the  King,  and  of  the  Refolutions  adopt- 
ed upon  the  motions  of  Mirabeau,  Camus, 
and  others,  a  meflage  fhould  have  been 
fent  to  all  the  members  of  the  two  firft  Or- 
ders, who  could  have  been  found,  to  repair 
immediately  to  their  refpective  Chambers ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  his  Majefty  mould 
have  returned  to  the  Hall  of  the  States  with 
his  Minifters,  and  have  addrefled  the  De- 
puties remaining  there  nearly  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms  : 

Vol.  L  L  "  Gen- 
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"  Gentlemen, 
"  The  anfwer  which  my  Grand  Matter  of 
the  Ceremonies  has  tranfmitted  to  me  from 
you,  and  the  feditious  Refolutions  which  you 
have  juft  adopted,  contrary  to  the  exprefs 
orders  I  gave  you  to  feparate,  allow  me  no 
longer  to  confider  you  as  the  Reprefenta- 
tives  of  a  Nation  whofe  love,  refpect,  and 
fidelity  for  its  Kings  have  never  failed.  I 
can  fee  in  you  only  rebellious  fubjects,  trai- 
tors to  their  conftituents  and  to  their  coun- 
try ;  or  madmen,  totally  loft  in  a  deplorable 
frenzy.  You  have  therefore  mown  your- 
felves  unworthy  or  incapable  of  co-operating 
with  me  for  the  good  of  the  State ;  and  al- 
though my  feelings  lead  me  to  confider  you 
in  the  latter  view,  that  you  may  be  treateo! 
with  lefs  feverity,  yet  muft  I  not  fuffer  you 
any  longer  to  impede  the  acoomplimment  of 
my  intentions  for  the  comfort  of  my  peo- 
ple. My  Keeper  of  the  Seals  will  inform 
you  of  my  will." 

At  this  time  the  members  of  the  two  firft 
Orders,  having  been  fummoned,  would  have 
entered  the  Hall ;  and  as  foon  as  they  had 
taken  their  feats,  a  Declaration  mould  have 

been 
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been  read,  by  which  the  King  fhould  have 
pronounced  the  feparation  of  the  States-Ge- 
neral, and  convoked  a  new  AiTembly.  This 
Declaration,  which  might  have  been  drawn 
up  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  mould  have 
contained  the  following  arrangements  : 

"  Whereas  the  fpirit  of  fedition  and  of 
revolt  which  has  been  manifefted  in  the  Af- 
iembly  of  the  States-General  from  its  open- 
ing, and  particularly  in  the  Refolutions  of 
this  day,  adopted  at  a  Sitting  held  contrary 
to  the  orders  of  the  King  after  the  Royal 
Sitting,  cannot  but  eilentially  endanger  the 
fafety  of  the  State,  his  Majefty  has  ordain- 
ed, and  doth  ordain  as  follows  : 

"  Art.  I.  The  King  difmifles,  diflblyes, 
and  feparates  the  prefent  AlTembly  of  the 
States-General,  and  orders  that  a  new  one 
be  convoked,  according  to  the  forms  hereto- 
fore ufed  for  the  convocation  of  the  faid 
Affemblies,  and  conformably  to  the  inftruc- 
tions  to  be  fent  by  his  Majefty  to  all  the 
Bailiwicks  of  his  kingdom. 

"  Art.  II.  The  enfuing  AiTembly  of  the 
States-General  fliall  open  at  lateft  on  the  lft 
of  October  next,  in  fuch  place  as  his  Ma- 
jefty fliall  appoint  in  the  Inftrudions. 

L  2  "  Art. 
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"  Art.  III.  The  members  of  the  pre- 
fent  Affembly  who  remained  fitting  at  the 
end  of  the  Royal  Sitting,  and  who  voted 
for  the  feditious  Refolutions  then  adopted, 
are  declared  ineligible  for  the  enfuing  Af- 
fembly,  and  for  all  thofe  that  may  be  con- 
vened in  future:  for  which  purpofe  his 
Majefty  orders,  that  a  lift  of  the  faid  Depu- 
ties fhall  be  publifhed,  with  as  little  delay 
as  poffible,  and  fent  to  all  the  Bailiwicks y 
to  be  hung  up  in  the  Hall  appropriated  to 
the  elections. 

««  Art.  IV.  The  King  declares  the  faid 
Refolutions  null  and  void,  and  orders  all  the 
Deputies,  of  whatever  Order,  mentioned  in 
the  foregoing  article,  to  depart  from  Ver- 
failles  in  twenty-four  hours  at  lateft,  and  to 
repair  to  their  refpective  Bailiwicks  with- 
out paffing  through  Paris.  He  expreflly  for- 
bids them  to  afTemble  in  any  number,  or  at 
any  place  whatfoever  ;  and  all  under  pain  of 
being  taken  up  and  tried  for  rebellion.  He 
further  orders,  and  under  the  fame  penalty, 
that  thofe  Deputies,  upon  whofe  motions 
the  faid  Refolutions  were  adopted,  do  quit 
the  kingdom  within  eight  days,  forbidding 
them  to  re-enter  it  until  further  orders.  His 
Majefty  enjoins  all  Military  Commandants, 

Muni- 
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Municipal  Officers,  and  Officers  of  Police, 
as  well  as  the  Commanders  of  the  Mare- 
chaufTee  and  their  Lieutenants,  to  at- 
tend to  die  execution  of  the  prefent  Decla- 
ration." 

The  troops  which  were  then  at  Verfailles, 
or  in  the  neighbourhood,  would  have  fur- 
nifhed  force  fufficient  to  fecure  the  execu- 
tion of  thefe  orders,  and  to  prevent  commo- 
tions among  the  People,  whofe  indignation, 
befides,  it  would  have  been  very  eafy  to  have 
turned  againft  the  feditious  Deputies,  by  a 
letter  from  the  King  to  all  the  Bailiwicks,  to 
inform  them  of  the  circumftances  and  mo- 
tives of  the  diffolution  of  the  States-General. 
But,  unfortunately,  the  difobcdience  of  the 
Tiers-Etat  had  not  been  forefeen ;  and  when 
the  Marquis  de  Breze  gave  the  King  an  ac- 
count of  the  anfwer  with  which  he  was 
charged,  and  of  what  was  going  on  at  the 
Affembly,  his  Majefty,  unwilling  that  the 
day  in  which  he  had  given  his  fubjeds  fuch 
afFe&ing  proofs  of  his  love  fhould  be  marked 
by  any  acl:  of  feverity,  chofe  rather  to  treat 
the  conduct  of  the  Tiers-Etat  with  fcorn, 
than  to  punifh  it  by  a  diffolution  of  the  States- 
General  ;    and  the  Minifters  thought,  no 

L  3  doubt, 


io6 


ANNALS   OF   THE       [June  1789. 


doubt,  that  they  were  bound  to  refpect  that 
opinion. 

The  AiTembly  rofe  of  their  own  accord 
at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  after  pafT- 
ing  a  Refolution,  that  a  Minute  of  itstranfac- 
tions  fhould  be  printed  that  day,  in  which 
they  were  difhoneft  enough  to  report  only 
the  firft  Declaration,  without  taking  any  no- 
tice of  the  fecond. 

The  people  who  crowded  all  the  avenues 
to  the  Hall  to  a  great  diftance,  remained 
quiet  while  the  Sitting  lafted  ;  but  when  the 
Deputies  came  out,  the  exprellions  of  fome 
of  them  palling  from  mouth  to  mouth  pro- 
duced fuch  a  ferment,  that  an  infurre&ion 
againft  the  Palace  was  apprehended.  The 
mob  moved  to  the  Terrace,  prefling  into 
the  Courts,  and  even  into  the  Palace  itfelf, 
every  where  venting  rage  and  imprecations 
at  the  report  which  had  been  fpread,  that 
Mr.  Necker  was,  or  was  going  to  be,  dif- 
miffed  *. 

In  the  evening  the  Archbifhop  of  Paris, 
paffing  in  his  carriage  by  the  church  of  St. 
Louis,  was  pelted  with  ftones  by  a  large 

*  Mr.  Necier's  conduct  on  this  day  has  been  related 
In  the  Firft  Volume  of  my  Private  Memoirs,  page  166. 

groupe, 
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group,  and  had  but  juft  time  to  throw  him- 
felf  out  of  his  coach  into  the  church,  the 
doors  of  which  were  immediately  fhut. 
His  retreat  was  favoured  by  the  French 
Guards,  merely  by  their  interfering,  with- 
out either  ftriking  or  arreting  any  of  thofe 
ruffians  ;  one  of  whom  faid,  ««  We  know 
that  my  Lord  the  Archbifhop's  perfon  is  fa- 
cred  and  we  have  no  objection  to  his  perfon, 
only  to  his  head."  The  motive  or  pretence 
given  for  this  outrage  was  the  abfurd  fuf- 
picion  that  it  was  the  Archbifhop  who  had 
fuggefted  the  idea  of  the  Royal  Sitting — a 
fufpicion  founded  folely  uponthis  prelate's 
affiduity  in  paying  his  court  to  the  King. 


L4  CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  V. 


The  Minority  of  the  Clergy  go  over  to  the 
Tiers-Etat — The  Archbijhop  of  Paris 
compelled  by  frejh  Outrages  to  promife 
that  he  would  join  the  Affembly  next 
Morning — An  Anecdote  which  proves 
that  Mr.  Necker  was  no  Stranger  to  the 
Commotions — The  Minority  of  the  Nobi- 
lity, with  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  go  over 
to  the  Tiers-Etat — Deputation  from  the 
Eletlors  of  Paris  and  from  the  Patriots 
of  the  Caffe  de  Foi  to  the  Tiers-Etat-— 
Arrival  of  the  Archbifiop  of  Paris,  and 
of  the  Bifiops  of  Autun  and  Orange  at 
the  Affembly — Refolution,  and  Deputa- 
tion of  the  Order  of  the  Nobility — Let- 
ters from  his  Majefty  to  the  Prefidents 
of  the  two  frfl  Orders — A  Letter  from 

the 
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the  Count  d'Artois  —  M.  de  Cazatis's 
Opinion — The  Majority  of  the  Nobility 
go  over  to  the  Tiers- Etat, 

On  the  24th  of  June  the  Orders  of  the 
Clergy  and  Nobility  affembled  each  in  its 
Chamber,  in  obedience  to  the  command  of 
the  King,  while  the  Deputies  of  the  Tiers- 
Etat  refumed  their  Sitting  in  the  Hall  of  the 
States. 

.  Violent  debates  arofe  in  the  Chamber  of 
the  Clergy  upon  the  queftion,  whether  the 
King's  command  was  to  be  obeyed ;  or 
whether  the  members  mould  join  the  Tiers- 
Etat. 

At  length,  after  a  difcuffion  of  two  hours, 
the  Prefident  collected  the  votes.  The  AC 
fembly  was  compofed  of  294  members — . 
for  the  junction  there  appeared  142,  and 
againft  it  143.  The  remaining  nine  broach- 
ed a  third  opinion,  and  obftinately  perfifted 
in  it,  notwithfranding  it  was  reprefented  to 
them,  that,  if  they  did  not  join  one  of  the 
other  two  fides,  their  votes  could  be  of  no 
avail,  and  would  not  be  counted.  The  opi- 
nion, therefore,  for  conforming  to  the  King's 
command,  and  proceeding  to  deliberate  by 
Orders,  had  the  majority.  It  was  in  a  man- 
ner 
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rter  doubly  confirmed,  by  the  votes  having 
been  taken  by  the  two  provifional  Secretaries, 
Dillon  the  clergyman  of  Pouzauges,  and 
Thibaut  the  clergyman  of  Soupes,  both  well 
known  for  their  Revolutionary  fentiments. 
The  queftion  being  thus  fettled  according  to 
the  opinion  of  the  majority,  the  Prefident 
(Cardinal  de  la  Rochefoucault)  pronounced 
the  Refolution,  and  broke  up  the  Sitting, 
in  fpite  of  the  loud  remonftrances  of  the 
minority,  who  maintained  that  the  queftion 
was  not  decided,  and  infilled  on  the  votes 
being  told  again.  The  granting  of  this  de- 
mand would  have  been  out  of  all  rule,  un- 
lefs  all  the  members  in  the  majority  had 
confented  to  it  without  exception ;  but  far 
from  appearing  inclined  to  do  fo,  they 
rofe  from  their  places  and  left  the  Hall.  As 
they  went  out,  one  of  the  minority,  (Coul- 
mier,  the  Abbe  of  Abbecour,)  and  one  of 
the  U  fliers  of  the  Chamber  of  the  Clergy, 
named  Oudelot,  ftanding  at  the  window  over 
the  door,  pointed  out  to  the  People,  with 
their  fingers,  thofe  who  had  given  the 
ftrongefl  oppofition  to  the  junction  with  the 
TiersTEtat.  This  gefture,  more  or  lefs 
marked,  was  at  once  the  fignal  and  the  re- 
gulator of  the  outrages  offered  them.  Thofe 

who 
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who  had  voted  for  the  jun&ion  remained  in 
the  Hall,  keeping  with  them  the  nine 
members  whofe  votes  had  not  been  counted. 

One  of  the  chief  members  of  the  mi- 
nority (  the  Archbimop  of  Bourdeaux)  then 
pretended  that  the  Aflembly  was  not  regu- 
larly broken  up,  as  the  majority  of  its  mem- 
bers were  ftill  fitting  ;  that  that  majority  had 
an  indifputable  right  to  continue  the  deli- 
beration, which  could  not  be  considered  as 
terminated,  becaufe  the  refufal  of  taking  the 
votes  again  had  deprived  the  nine  Deputies 
whofe  votes  had  not  been  counted  of  the 
power  of  joining  either  fide.    As  this  rea- 
soning, which  was  more  fpecious  than  fo- 
hd,  was  not  refuted  by  any  of  the  prelates 
who  were  prefent,  it  could  not  be  expe&ed 
from  the    inferior  clergy;  they  therefore 
all  agreed,  that  the  deliberation  might  be 
continued,  notwithstanding  the  abfence  of 
all  the  members  whofe  opinion  was  really 
and  very  regularly  that  of  the  majority.  The 
Archbifhop  of  Vienne  being  requeued  to 
take  the  Prefident's  chair,  had  the  unpar- 
donable weaknefs  to  confent,  and  to  prefide 
at  the  mock  continuation  of  a  Sitting  regu- 
larly adjourned.    The  queftion  upon  obey- 
ing the  King's  command  was  renamed,  and 

the 
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the  nine  members,  whofe  votes  had  not 
been  given,  and  could  not  then  be  legally 
taken,  induced  by  the  moft  infidious  argu- 
ments, and  particularly  by  the  dread  of  the 
menaces  and  violence  of  the  mob,  adopted 
the  opinion  of  the  minority ;  which,  being 
haftily  drawn  up  in  the  form  of  a  Refolu- 
tion,  was  figned  by  all  prefent,  and  became 
their  title  of  admiffion  into  the  Hall  where 
the  Deputies  of  the  Tiers-Etat  held  their 
Sittings,  and  where  they  appeared,  having 
at  their  head  the  Archbifhops  of  Vienne  and 
Bourdeaux,  and  carrying  with  them  the 
journals  of  their  Chamber,  either  for  the 
purpofe  of  proving  that  they  really  formed 
the  majority,  or  of  preventing  an  entry  be- 
ing made  in  them,  the  next  day,  of  the  le- 
gal Refolution,  mowing  that,  far  from  being 
the  majority  of  the  Deputies  of  their  Or- 
der, they  were  the  minority,  rebels  and  de- 
ferters*.   The  143  members  who  compofed 

the 

*  The  firft  care  of  the  legal  majority  in  the  Sitting 
next  day  was  to  repair  the  lofs,  or  robbery,  of  their  Jour- 
nals ;  to  enter  the  Refolution  that  had  been  adopted  be- 
fore, on  a  new  book,  and  to  reftify  the  illegality  of  the 
acls  and  conduct  of  the  minority.  The  Refolution  taken 
on  that  occalioiV  with  the  Minutes  of  the  Sitting,  and 

alfo 
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the  real  majority  of  the  Clergy,  being  point- 
ed out  to  the  populace  as  public  confpira- 
tors,  were  expofed  to  the  moft  mocking 
outrages.  The  Archbifhop  of  Paris  was  af- 
faulted  with  ftill  greater  violence  than  he 
had  been  the  day  before :  the  populace 
waiting  for  him  at  the  door  of  the  "Chamber 
of  the  Clergy,  befieged  his  carriage,  and 
poured  forth  menaces  of  the  moft  bloody 
nature ;  which  they  would  have  executed, 
if  the  fkill  of  his  coachman,  and  the  good- 
nefs  of  his  horfes,  had  not  faved  him  from 
a  mower  of  ftones,  only  one  or  two  of 
which  ftruck  him,  and  wounded  him  flightly 
in  the  face.  In  the  evening  the  houfe  of 
the  Miffion,  where  he  lodged,  was  attacked 
by  the  people,  who  threw  ftones  and  broke 
the  windows,  calling  out  loudly  for  the  head 
of  the  prelate.  Detachments  of  the  French, 
Swi fs,  and  Body  Guards  haftened  to  his  re- 
lief; but  the  multitude  were  not  appeafed 
till  a  Declaration  was  read  to  them,  in  which 
the  Archbifhop  promifed  to  join  the  Tiers- 
Etat  next  day. 

alfo  of  thofc  that  followed  till  the  27th  of  June  inclufive, 
the  real  period  of  the  jun&ion  of  the  Clergy  with  the 
Tiers-Etat,  have  been  preferred,  and  will  one  day  be  made 
public. 

While 
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While  the  houfe  of  the  Million  was  thus 
befet,  the  Count  de Barbancon,  a  member 
of  the  Order  of  Nobility,  and  Commandant 
of  Noyon,  went  to  Mr.  Necker,  accom- 
panied by  two  Deputies  of  that  Munici- 
pality, to  folicit  an  aid  of  money,  intended 
for  the  purchafe  of  peafe  and  beans  to  fup- 
ply  the  fcarcity  of  corn  experienced  by  that 
town.    They  were  denied  admhTion,  under 
pretence  that  Mr.  Necker  was  fliut  up  on 
burinefs,  and  could  fee  nobody.   But  as  the 
wants  of  Noyon  were  very  urgent,  they 
went  and  informed  the  head-clerk,  Cqfler, 
of  it,  begging  him  to  obtain  them  imme- 
diate attention.  This  clerk  faid  that  demands 
of  that  nature  mull:  be  made  to  the  Minifter 
himfelf,  and  that  he  would  fend  a  perfon 
with  them  to  conduct  them  to  Mr.  Necker. 
They  found  him  in  a  large  parlour,  with 
about  lixty  perfons,  who  were  not  lefs  dif- 
concerted  than  himfelf  at  their  entrance. 
They  there    obferved    the   moft.  flaming 
Deputies  of  the  Tiers-Etat,  certain  mem- 
bers of  the  minority  of  the  Order  of  the 
Nobility,    and   fome    gentlemen  and  la- 
dies of  the  Court,  who  compofed  the  po- 
litical and  intriguing  Coterie  of  the  Great 
Man.    The  Minifter  advanced  haftily,  and 

with 
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with  an  air  extremely  embarrafled ,  towards 
the  Deputies  of  Noyon,  and  alked  them 
what  the  object  of  their  vifit  was.  M.  de 
Barbarian  told  him,  and  preffed  him 
warmly  to  grant  Noyon  an  aid  of  6000  li- 
vres.  '.'  I  will  give  an  order  for  it  imme- 
diately," replied  he:  "  do  you  want  any 
thing  elfe?"  M.  de  Barbancon  requeued 
that  the  fum  might  be  in  gold,  that  the  De- 
puties, who  were  going  to  fet  out  with  it, 
might  carry  it  with  more  eafe  ;  upon  which 
the  order  for  its  being  paid  in  gold  was  given 
to  the  clerk  who  accompanied  them.  At 
that  inftant  a  young  man  entered  the  room, 
*  his  hair  difhevelled,  and  his  bofom  all  open, 
crying  like  a  madman,  "  Bravo!  bravo! 
bravo ! — we  have  juft  made  the  Archbi- 
fhop  of  Paris  promile  to  join  the  Order  of 
the  Tiers-Etat  to-morrow."  The  prefence 
of  the  Deputies  of  Noyon  at  the  familiar 
entry  of  this  emiflary  from  the  populace, 
increafed  Mr.  Neckcr's  embarraffment  to  an 
extreme  degree.  This  circumflance,  how- 
ever, is  not  fufHcient  to  prove,  what  was  be- 
lieved at  the  time,  that  he  was  the  fecret  in- 
ftigator  of  the  outrages  committed  upon  the 
Archbifhop ;  yet  this  popular  Committee 
ailembled  at  his  houfe,  and  the  eafy  and 

fudden 
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fudden  introduction  of  the  Deputy  from  the 
mob,  at  a  moment  when  his  door  was  open 
only  to  his  intimates,  make  it  no  rafh  con- 
jecture, that,  if  he  did  not  advife  or  ap- 
prove the  outrages  in  queftion,  no  doubt 
was  entertained  by  the  perpetrators,  but  that 
the  refult  of  them  would  be  highly  agree- 
able to  him. ;  and  M.  de  Barbanfon,  after 
having  been  a  witnefs  to  the  pleafure  which 
the  news  fpread  among  the  perfons  who 
were  then  with  the  Minifler,  called  on  the 
Baron  de  Juigne,  brother  of  the  Archbifhop 
of  Paris,  and  offered  to  make  a  formal  de- 
claration of  it. 

The  Affembly  of  the  Order  of  the  Nobi- 
lity was  much  lefs  tumultuous  than  that  of 
the  Clergy  had  been.  The  debates  upon  the 
Declarations  of  the  King  were  carried  on 
peaceably,  yet  without  coming  to  any  de- 
termination. The  Chamber  remained  divided 
into  two  parties,  the  more  numerous  of 
which,  being  that  which  was  for  maintain- 
ing the  deliberation  by  feparate  Orders  even 
on  the  verification  of  the  powers,  experi- 
enced no  lofs ;  and  in  this  Sitting  none  of 
the  members  of  the  oppofite  party  left  the 
Order. 

In  the  Chamber  of  the  Tiers-Etat  no 
2  more 
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more  mention  was  made  of  the  Royal  Sit- 
ting than  if  it  had  never  taken  place ;  all 
was,  no  doubt,  judged  to  be  over,  in  re- 
gard to  that,  from  the  Refolutions  which 
had  been  adopted  the  day  before,  and  which, 
from  the  inaction  and  filence  of  the  Coun- 
cil, might  be  considered  as  tacitly  acquiefced 
in.    The  Aflembly  were  murmuring  loudly 
at  the  military  train  with  which  the  Hall 
was  furrounded ;  but  the  violent  declama- 
tions in  which  they  indulged  on  that  occa- 
fion  were  fufpended  by  the  reading  of  a  let- 
ter which  M.  Bailly  received  from  Mr. 
Necker.    The  addrefs  and  flyle  of  it  were 
fo  profoundly,  fo  humbly  refpectful,  that 
feveral  members  of  the  Aflembly  could  not 
refrain  from  fhrugging  their  moulders  in  in- 
dignation or  pity  :    fo  true  it  is,  that  the 
homage  which  degrades  him  who  gives, 
can  never  honour  him  who  receives  it.  But 
Mr.  Necker,   whom  the   Tiers- Etat  had 
been  flattering  beyond  all  meafure  for  four- 
and-twenty  hours,  no  doubt  thought  himfelf 
bound  alfo  to  flatter  them  in  his  turn,  and 
the  following  letter  difcharged  this  debt : 

"  Mr.  Prefident,  I  received  on  the  part  of 
the  Order  in  which  you  prefide  fuch  affe£i~ 
ing  marks  of  kindnefs  and  efteem,  that  I 

Vol.  I.  M  beg 
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beg  of  you  without  delay  to  have  the  good- 
nefs  to  become,  on  this  occafion,  the  inter- 
preter of  my  profound  gratitude.  To  me- 
rit the  fentiments  with  which  your  Order 
has  the  goodnefs  to  honour  me,  I  mull  re- 
double my  zeal  for  the  Public,  and  my  de- 
votion for  the  King.  How  delightful  will  it  be 
to  difcharge  this  obligation  !  Happy  mould  I 
be  if  my  ability  wrere  equal  to  my  intentions  ! 
i  could  wifh  that  the  purity  of  my  heart, 
and  trie"  integrity  of  my  views,  might  be  my 
title  to  the  confidence  of  which  I  yefterday 
received  the  moft  pleafing  demonftrations,  and 
which  I  would  only  make  ufe  of  to  promote 
with  all  my  power  the  re-eftablifhment  of  a 
concord,  which  becomes  daily  more  ne- 
ceffary  and  more  urgent,  and  which  would 
reftore  to  the  King  his  tranquillity,  and 
to  the  Kingdom  all  its  energy.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  with  the  moft  refpectful  at- 
tachment, &C." 

Thus  it  was  that  Mr.  Neckert  madly  in- 
toxicated with  the  credit  he  thought  his  fitu- 
ation  preparing  for  him,  forgot  the  Royal 
Sitting,  and  did  not  perceive  that,  by  con- 
curring in  this  manner  to  annul  the  effect,  of 
that  grand  procedure,  which  he  had  him- 
felf  advifed  and  directed,   he  became  the 

moft 
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moft  guilty  accomplice  in  the  debafement  of 
the  Miniftry,  and  in  the  abfolute  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  Royal  authority.  With  lefs 
vanity,  and  with  more  knowledge  of  hiftory 
and  of  mankind,  he  would  not  have  been  fo 
foolifhly  the  dupe  of  the  naufeous  adula- 
tion and  grofs  incenfe  lavifhed  upon  him, 
which  he  confidered  as  the  juft  reward  of  his 
virtues ;  but  he  would  have  feen  that  the 
hopes  and  love  of  the  People  were  directed 
folcly  towards  him,  in  order  to  divert  them 
from  the  Throne,  the  foundations  of  which 
were  to  be  fapped.  The  authors  of  our  fatal 
Revolution  were  too  fkilful  not  to  know, 
that  in  all  thofe  in  which  the  People  are 
made  the  inftrument,  the  violent  paflions 
muft  be  fupplied  with  an  idol  and  victims. 
Mr.  Necker  was  here  the  idol,  which  was 
pulled  down  and  broken  when  no  longer 
wanted:  the  Royal  Family,  the  Clergy, 
and  the  Nobility,  were  the  victims. 

Mr.  Necker* s  letter  produced  the  effect  he 
promifed  himfelf  upon  the  majority  of  the 
Affembly :  all  his  plans  were  attended  with 
the  greater!  applaufe. 

The  hundred  and  fifty-one  deferters  from 
the  "Clergy  entered  the  Hall  at  this  moment, 
attended  by  their  Uflier,  who  took  a  place 

M  2  among 
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among  thofe  of  the  Tiers-Etat.  The  mo- 
ment they  appeared,  "  Vive  le  Roil"  re- 
founded  through  the  Hall;  a  very  extra- 
ordinary mode,  furely,  of  honouring  the  rea- 
dinefs  of  this  divifion  of  the  Clergy  in 
fetting  the  example  of  difobedienee  to  the 
orders  of  his  Majefty. 

When  they  had  all  taken  their  places,  in 
order  to  know  their  exact  number  their 
names  were  called  over ;  which  engaged  a 
great  deal  of  time,  as  every  name  was  fol- 
lowed by  long  applaufes,  which  were  redou- 
bled with  rapture  at  thofe  of  the  four  or 
five  prelates  who  figured  in  this  too  memo- 
rable lift.  The  AfTembly  could  not  do  ho- 
nour enough  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Vienne  ; 
but  not  being  able  to  beftow  the  chief  place 
upon  him,  yet  unwilling  that  he  mould 
remain  undiftinguifhed  in  the  crowd  of  De- 
puties, they  feated  him  at  the  President's 
right  hand. 

On  the  next  day,  June  25,  the  minority 
of  the  Nobility,  confifling  of  44  members, 
among  whom  was  the  Duke  of  Orleans, 
joined  the  Tiers-Etat,  and  were  received 
with  the  fame  raptures  as  the  Deputies  of 
the  Clergy  had  been  the  day  before — with 

this 
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this  difference,  that  the  cry  of — "  Vive  lc 
Roi  !  "  was  preceded  by  the  cry  of — u  Vive 
la  Patrief,i — (Long  live  the  Country!)  in 
honour  of  each  Deputy  as  he  entered  ;  but 
when  the  Duke  of  Orleans  appeared,  no- 
thing was  heard  but — "  Vive  M.  le  Due 
d'Orleans  !** — (Long  live  the  Duke  of  Or- 
leans f) 

Thefe  noify  acclamations  having  .reached 
the  ears  of  the  populace  who  were  about  the 
Hall,  foon  wound  up  their  curiofity  to  fee 
what  was  palling,  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  fury, 
that  they  forced  by  the  outer  guard,  and 
befet  the  doors  of  the  Hall,  which  they 
were  threatening  to  break  open,  when  the 
AfTembly,  apprifed  of  their  proceeding,  de- 
puted M.  Bailly,  in  his  capacity  of  Prefi- 
dent,  accompanied  by  the  Archbifhop  of 
Vienne  and  M.  de  Clermont  Tonnerre,  to 
go  and  appeafe.them.  He  begged  them  very 
politely  to  retire,  alluring  them,  that,  agree- 
ably to  a  Refolution  juft  adopted  by  the  Af- 
fembly,  a  Deputation  was  going  to  be  fent 
to  the  King,  to  demand  a  free  accefs  to  the 
Hall,  and  that  very  likely  the  doors  would 
be  thrown  open  to-morrow  to  the  People — 
meaning  to  the  populace  ;  for,  previous  to 
this,  notwithftanding  the   exprefs  orders 

M  3  given 
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given  to  the  fentinels  placed  at  the  door  of 
the  States,  not  to  fuffer  Grangers  to  go  in, 
the  foldiers  only  afked  whoever  came,  whe- 
ther they  were  Deputies  or  not  ?  This  quef- 
tion  was  put  in  a  loud  voice,  but  the  fenti- 
nel  who  put  it,  at  the  fame  time  whifpered 
the  perfons  to  fay  Yes  ;  fo  that  this  pretend- 
ed ftrlclnefs  confifted  in  keeping  out  of  the 
Hall  fuch  perfons  as  were  too  lhabbily 
drefTed  to  be  miftaken  for  Deputies. 

M.  Bailly's  promifes  appeafed  the  popu- 
lace ;  and  tranquillity  being  completely  re- 
itored,  the  three  Delegates  from  the  AfTern- 
bly  returned  to  their  places,  and  M.  de  Cler- 
mont Tonnerre  delivered  a  fpeech  on  the 
junction  of  the  minority  of  the  Nobility 
with  the  Tiers-Etat.  "  Long  ere  this," 
faid  he,  **  mould  we  have  yielded  to  the 
dictates  of  our  confeiences,  and  to  the  im~ 
pulfe  of  the  patriotifm  which  animates  us 
as  well  as  you,  had  we  not  been  reftrained, 
and  in  a  manner  fettered,  by  imperative  in- 
ftru&ions.  Our  fatisfaction  would  be  com- 
plete, were  it  not  diflurbed  by  the  pain  we 
feel  on  being  feparated  from  thofe  who,  al- 
though detained  by  exprefs  directions  and  a 
rigorous  oath,  are  already  in  heart  and  mind 
united  to  the  National  AfTembly.    We  (hall 

doubt- 
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doubtlefs  have  the  happinefs  of  feeing  them 
fhortly  amongft  us  :  their  Conftituents  will 
yield  to  the  goodnefs  and  juftnefs  of  their 
reafons,  and  comply  with  the  willies  and 
defires  of  their  worthy  Reprefentatives, 
who,  on  receiving  new  inftruclions,  will 
haften  to  unite  in  the  general  Hall." 

This  drew  a  reply  from  M.  Bailly  in 
the  following  terms:— Gentlemen,  your 
prefence  fpreads  confolation  and  joy  here. 
We  faid,  on  receiving  the  Deputies  of  the 
Clergy,  that  we  ftill  had  wifhes  to  form  ; 
that  brothers  were  ftill  wanting  to  this  auguft 
family  :  thefe  wifhes  have  been  gratified  al- 
moft  as  foonas  formed.  We  fee  an  illuftrious 
Prince,  an  impreflivc  and  refpectable  part 
of  the  French  Nobility ;  we  give  a  loofe  to 
the  joy  of  receiving  them,  and  to  the  hope 
of  feeing  the  whole  of  that  Nobility  joining 
them  here.  Yes,  Gentlemen,  what  is  mill- 
ing will  be  reftored  to  us ;  all  our  brethren 
will  come  hither it  is  reafon  and  juf- 
tice,  and  the  intereft  of  their  Country  that 
call  them,  and  that  affure  us  of  their  com- 
ing. Letais  labour  together  in  the  regenera- 
tion of  the  Kingdom,  and  for  the  comfort 
of  the  People.  We  will  bear  truth  to  the 
foot  of  the  Throne,  and  her  voice  will  be 
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heard  by  a  King,  whofe  piety  may  be  deceiv- 
ed, but  whofe  intentions  are  juft  and  whofe 
goodnefs  is  unalterable;  by  a  King,  who 
defires  the  union  that  has  now  taken  place, 
and  who  will  ever  be  the  father  of  his 
people/* 

Thefe  fpeeches  were  heard,  not  only  with 
the  greater!:  attention,  but  with  the  moil 
lively  emotion.  The  Affembly  then  pro- 
ceeded to  nominate  the  Deputation  to  be  fent 
that  very  evening  to  folicit  the  King  that 
the  doors  of  the  Hall  might  be  opened  to 
the  Public ;  and  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that 
this  Deputation  was  compofed  of  fix  Eccle- 
fiaftics,  fix  members  of  the  Order  of  the 
Nobility,  and  twelve  of  the  Tiers-Etat. 

When  the  tranfports  of  joy  which  had 
been  excited  by  the  junction  of  the  minority 
of  the  Nobility  were  a  little  abated,  it  was 
obferved,  that  the  defertion  of  44  out  of 
300  could  not  be  confidered  as  any  mighty 
triumph ;  and  the  Commons,  wondering 
that  fome  others  on  whom  they  had  de- 
pended, efpecially  M.  de  la  Fayette ,  had 
not  yet  appeared,  inquired  the  rftafon  from 
thofe  who  had  joined ;  who  in  their  j unifi- 
cation faid,  that  they  only  remained  in  their 
Chamber  with  the  hope  of  foon  bringing 

the 
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the  whole  over  to  the  common  centre  of  the 
National  Reprefentation. 

In  the  midft  of  all  thefe  fuccefTes,  the  ^ 
Tiers-Etat  ftill  remained  diftruftful  and  un- 
eafy.  They  pretended,  and  fpread  abroad, 
that  though  the  King  was  obliged  to  con- 
tinue Mr.  Necker  in  the  Miniftry,  he  did 
not  co-operate  with  him,  but  gave  his  whole 
confidence  to  the  aristocrats.  This 
fatal  word,  which  has  fince  been  the  fignal 
for  fo  many  crimes,  became  from  that  mo- 
ment, throughout  France,  the  cry  for  con- 
fpiring  againft  all  who  did  not  profefs  the 
blinded  devotion  and  an  unbounded  defer- 
ence to  the  will  and  pretentions  of  the  Tiers- 
Etaty  who  were  thus  themfelves  exercifing 
the  moft  tyrannical  ariftocracy  againft  all 
who  continued  attached  to  the  Monarchy 
and  to  the  King. 

One  of  the  fureft  means  of  inflaming  the 
People,  and  of  leading  them  into  every  ex- 
cefs,  is  to  fet  abroad  fome  phrafe,  or  words 
which  they  do  not  underftand ;  for  they  at- 
tach ideas  of  their  own  to  them,  and  never 
fail  to  felect  fuch  as  are  moft  caculated  to 
hurry  them  into  the  direction  intended. 
Thus  it  was,  that  when  the  Clergy  and  No- 
bility,, who  were  to  be  rendered  odious, 
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were  once  defcribed  to  them  under  the  name 
of  Ariftocrats,  they  never  inquired,  nor  do 
they  know  to  this  day,  the  real  meaning  of 
that  word.  All  they  underftood  was,  that 
an  Arijlocrat  was  the  being  moft  to  be  de- 
tected by  them ;  and  it  was  immediately 
fuppofed  by  each  individual,  that  the  vices 
or  crimes  moft  abhorred  by  himfelf  were 
inherent  in  Ariftocrats  *. 

By  this  time  the  troops  had  adopted  the 
unmeaning  cry  of — "  Vive  la  Nation  /" — 
(Long  live  the  Nation!)  Its  peace  and  pro- 
fperity  were  certainly  in  great  danger ;  but 
the  only  danger  it  had  to  fear  for  its  life,  or 
rather  for  the  lives  of  fome  of  its  members, 
fprung  from  the  fury  of  thofe  who  were 
the  loudeft  in  roaring  "  Vive  la  Nation  /"— 
At  Paris  and  Verfailles,  the  French  Guards 
and  the  foldiers  of  the  Swifs  regiments  were 
feen  living  on  the  moft  familiar  footing  with 
the  townfmen.     They  mixed  in  parties, 

*  I  once  aflced  a  fhoemaker,  who  was  a  Royalift, 
what  an  Ariftocrat  was  ?  He  anfvvered — "  A  man  who 
does  not  love  our  good  King!"  Another  mechanic,  of  a 
religious  difpofition,  to  whom  I  put  the  fame  quell  ion, 
told  me  —  that  an  Arijlocrat  did  not  believe  in  God! 
A  third  faid  —  that  Arijlocrats  were  Devils  of  FIefl} 
mko  wijhed  to Jlarve  the  poor  ! 

holding 
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holding  each  other  by  the  arm  jn  the  public 
walks,  and  at  the  coffee-houfes  and  taverns, 
where  they  partook  of  fumptuous  entertain- 
ments, at  which  the  foldiers  were  never  be- 
hind-hand in  crying — "  Vive  la  Nation  /— 
We  know  no  orders  but  thofe  of  the 
Nation/" 

The  Electors  of  the  Tiers- Etai  of  Paris, 
who  pretended  to  inftitute  themfelves  into 
another  political  body,  although  the  com- 
miffion  for  which  they  had  been  empower- 
ed to  afTemble  was  fully  difcharged,  went 
to  the  Prevot  des  Marchands  *,  and  re- 
quefted  to  have  one  of  the  Halls  in  the 
Town-houfe;  to  which  he  at  firft  objected, 
but  in  the  end  confented. 

The  firll  fubject  on  which  they  debated 

*  The  Prevots  des  Marchands  were  officers  of  the 
higheft  antiquity.  Their  jurisdiction  extended  over  the 
revenues  of  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  the  quays  and  wharfs 
of  the  river,  &c.  In  1357  they  purchafed,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Echevms  or  Municipal  Magistrates,  the 
houfe  where  in  ancient  times  the  Dauphins  refided, 
called  Maifen  de  Greve,  which  gave  the  name  of  Place 
de  Greve  to  the  area  on  which  it  Stands  ;  and  on  the  fite 
of  that  and  fome  others  round  it  they  afterwards  built 
the  Hotel  de  Ville  or  Town-Houfe.  The  Prevot  was 
appointed  by  the  King,  fometimes  for  two  years,  or 
renewed  every  year  at  his  pleafure. 
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was  the  appointment  of  a  Deputation,  confin- 
ing of  twenty  of  them,  to  go  and  compli- 
ment the  Affembly  upon  their  having  con-* 
ffituted  themfelves  a  National  Affembly. 
The  inference  from  this  ftrange  compliment, 
as  it  was  addreffed  only  to  the  Deputies  who 
had  violated,  or  at  leaft  exceeded,  their  in- 
ftructions,  was,  that  thofe  who  had  re- 
mained faithful  to  the  intentions  of  their 
conftituents  deferved  to  be  condemned. 

This  Deputation,  evidently  illegal,  was 
Admitted  with  the  greater!;  ardour  as  foon  as 
it  appeared.  It  had  the  merit  of  being  the 
firft  that  had  ever  been  fent  to  the  Affembly, 
whom  its  leader  addreiTed  in  the  following 
Speech  : 

"  The  Affembly  of  the  Electors  of  the 
Tiers-Etat  of  the  city  of  Paris,  penetrated 
with  refpect  and  gratitude  for  the  wife, 
firm,  and  patriotic  conduct  of  the  National 
Affembly,  feize  the  firft  moment  of  their 
union  after  fo  many  ineffectual  efforts,  to 
exprefs  to  them  their  feelings  on  the  occafion, 
and  to  declare  that  they  will  invariably  abide 
by  the  Refolutions  of  the  National  Affembly, 
and  particularly  by  that  of  the  17th  of  this 
month.  They  will  at  all  times,  and  in  all 
circumftances,  fupport  the  defign  of  it :— - 
2  they 
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they  will  ever  keep  in  remembrance  the 
names  of  the  Clergy  and  of  the  Nobility 
who  have  joined  the  National  Affembly." 

The  Affembly,  convinced  that  a  coalition 
with  the  Tiers- Et at  of  the  capital  could  not 
but  increafe  and  confolidate  their  own  power, 
received  the  Deputies  in  the  moft  honourable 
manner.  The  Prefident  invited  them  with* 
in  the  bar,  and  benches  were  immediately 
placed  between  thofe  of  the  Clergy  and  No- 
bility, on  which  they  fcated  themfelves. 

Thefe  details  may  appear  minute ;  but 
they  are  effential  in  tracing  the  progrefs  of 
the  diforganization  of  the  Government, 
and  of  the  developement  of  the  Revolu* 
tion. 

Soon  after  the  Electors  of  Paris  were 
feated,  another  Deputation  was  announced 
from  the  majority  of  the  Nobility.  It  was 
long  debated  whether  this  Deputation  mould 
be  received  or  not ;  and  it  was  at  length 
agreed  to,  againft  the  opinion  of  M.  Bailly 
and  Count  Mirakau ;  the  former  main- 
taining, that  from  the  manner  in  which  the 
Affembly  was  formed  they  could  not  receive 
fuch  a  Deputation;  which  was  as  much  as  to 
fay,  that,  being  conftituted  the  National 
Affembly,  they  could  not  fuffer  themfelves 

to 
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to  be  addrcfled  by  the  title  of  the  Tiers- 
Etat ;  the  latter  arguing,  that  the  Deputies 
were  unqualified,  and  could  not  even  be 
confidered  as  Deputies  of  Bailiwicks,  the 
verification  of  their  powers  being  illegal. 

The  fubject  of  the  Deputation  was  thus 
announced  by  their  Speaker : — "  Gentle- 
men, we  have  the  honour  of  being  com- 
mifTioned  by  the  Order  of  the  Nobility  to 
communicate  to  you  a  Refolution  adopt- 
ed by  them  yefterday.  From  their  eager- 
nefs  to  abide  by  the  King's  firft  declara- 
tion you  will  fee  the  conciliatory  fpirit  by 
which  they  are  animated,  and  their  anxiety 
for  a  return  among  the  three  Orders  of  that 
harmony  which  ought  never  to  be  impaired 
among  Frenchmen,  and  without  which  it  is 
impoffible  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
State,  that  firft  duty  of  every  good  citizen." 

Having  faid  this,  the  Speaker  read  the 
Refolution  to  which  he  had  alluded  ;  the 
fubftance  of  which  was,  that  the  Nobility 
fully  adopted  the  arrangements  contained  in 
the  King's  firft  Declaration. 

M.  Bailly's  anfwer,  wThich  had  been  pre- 
vioufly  dictated  by  the  AfTembly,  was  as 
follows :  "  Gentlemen,  I  am  inftrudted  by 
the  National  AfTembly  to  tell  you,  that  they 

can 
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cannot  but  receive  you  as  Noble  Depu- 
ties not  yet  united;  as  gentlemen,  fellow- 
citizens,  and  brothers.  They  have  the  more 
readily  concurred  in  admitting  you,  as  they 
are  anxious  you  mould  witnefs  their  unceaf- 
ing  defire  for  your  union  with  this  augufl 
AfTembly,  and  of  which  you  feem  to  give 
us  hopes." 

To  this  Deputation  fucceeded  another 
commiffioned  to  prefent  an  Addrefs  to  the 
AfTembly,  figned  at  a  coffee-houfe  (the  Cafe 
de  Foi)  by  all  the  coffee-houfe  loungers  at 
the  Palais  Royal,  to  the  number  of  about 
three  thoufand,  and  entitled  "  A  Letter  from 
the  Deputies  of  the  three  Orders  of  Paris.', 
This  Deputation,  irregular  as  it  was, 
was  eagerly  admitted,  and  received  with 
acclamation.  Their  leader  contented  him- 
felf  with  reading  the  letter,  which  was 
addrefTed  to  M.  Bailfy,  and  only  contained 
the  fame  felicitations  and  compliments  as  had 
been  addrelfed  to  the  AfTembly  by  the  De- 
putation of  the  Electors. 

To  this  M.  Bailfy  made  the  following  re- 
ply :  "  Gentlemen,  although  you  are  not 
fent  by  an  AfTembly  regularly  convened,  the 
National  AfTembly  thought  they  might  ad- 
mit you.    They  thank  the  citizens  of  Paris 

for 
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for  the  teftimonies  of  their  fatisfaction.  You 
witnefs,  Gentlemen,  the  union  which  reigns 
in  this  AfTembly  ;  you  know  our  zeal,  and 
you  may  inform  the  capital,  that  we  are 
about  to  labour  with  ardour  for  the  public 
good :  but  the  AfTembly  think  it  their  duty 
to  requeft  the  citizens  of  Paris  to  prevent  the 
agitation  that  might  arife  among  the  people, 
and  urge  them  to  confider  peace  as  the  firft 
means  neceffary  to  the  labours  of  the  Na- 
tional AfTembly,  and  the  regeneration*^  the 
Kingdom."  Thus  every  inftant  was  ce- 
mented the  coalition  of  the  AfTembly  with 
the  citizens  of  the  capital,  of  whatever  clafs 
they  were. 

On  the  fame  day  the  number  of  the 
Clergy  was  increafed  by  the  acquifition  of 
two  more  prelates,  the  Bimops  d'Autun  and 
d*  Orange.  They  were  foon  followed  by  the 
Archbimop  of  Paris,  conducted  by  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Bourdeaux.  Although  he  was  ex- 
pected, his  air  of  refignation,  and  the  marks 
that  were  ftill  thought  vifible  in  his  counte- 
nance of  the  outrages  he  had  received  the 
two  preceding  days,  affected  the  whole  Af- 
fembly.  Benedictions  were  heaped  upon 
him;  which  brought  tears  into  his  eyes,  and 
§0  moved  him,  that  he  could  fcarcely  articu- 
j  late 
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late  the  following  words  :  "  Gentlemen,  the 
love  of  peace  leads  me  this  day  into  the 
midft  of  this  auguft  Affembly  ; — allow  me 
to  exprefs  my  fincere  devotion  to  my  Coun- 
try, my  King,  and  the  good  of  the  People. 
I  mould  efteem  myfelf  happy  if  even  at  the 
expence  of  my  life  I  could  contribute  to  fo 
defirable  a  conciliation,  for  which  I  mall 
ever  pray." 

M.  Bailly  replied,  that  this  act  of  peace 
and  union  was  the  only  crown  wanting  to 
his  virtues  ;  then  turning  to  the  Deputies  of 
the  Caffe  de  Foi,  who  had  obtained  the  ho- 
nours of  the  Sitting,  he  faid  to  them — • 
"  With  the  moll:  lively  joy  do  we  this  day 
fee  your  worthy  Archbimop  taking  his  feat 
in  the  Affembly. " 

At  this  Sitting  was  alfo  read  the  fpeech 
which  Target  had  compofed  for  the  Depu- 
tation that  were  to  wait  upon  the  King,  to 
folicit  that  the  doors  of  the  Hall  might  be 
opened  to  the  Public.  The  harangue  was 
found  fo  ridiculoufly  bombaftic,  that  another 
was  ordered  to  be  drawn  up  by  perfons  ap- 
pointed ;  which  prevented  the  Deputation 
from  taking  place  the  fame  day,  as  M, 
Bailly  had  promifed  the  populace.  This 
had  a  very  ill  effect ;  for  the  Parifians,  hear- 

Vol.  I.  N  ing 
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ing  no  more  mention  made  of  it,  and  igno- 
rant of  the  motives  of  the  delay,  imagined  that 
the  petition  had  been  prefented  to  the  King, 
and  that  he  had  refufed  to  receive  it.  The  ar- 
rival of  another  regiment  at  Verfailles  con- 
firmed this  opinion,  and  increafed  the  dif- 
content  and  murmurs.  At  the  fame  time 
the  perfeverance  of  the  majority  of  the  Or- 
der of  the  Nobility  and  of  the  one  half  of 
the  Deputies  of  the  Clergy  in  their  refolu- 
tion  of  not  joining  the  Tiers-Etat,  was  at- 
tributed to  the  inftigations  of  the  Court. 
In  a  word,  every  thing1  confpired  to  render 
the  King's  fituation  hourly  more  embar- 
rafiing  and  more  dangerous.  The  Minifters 
met  frequently,  but  without  coming  to  any 
determination,  or  adopting  any  plan.  In 
the  evening  of  the  26th  their  Committee 
had  continued  long  fitting,  and  yet  at  feven 
o'clock  next  morning  they  held  another  at 
the  Palace,  to  which  Monfieur  and  the 
Count  d'Artois  were  fummoned.  Scarcely 
were  they  arrived  when  the  Duke  of  Lux- 
embourg,  Prefident  of  the  Nobility,  appear- 
ed in  the  name  of  his  Order,  and  demanded 
an  audience  of  the  King.  He  was  intro- 
duced, and  prefented  to  his  Majefty  the 
Refolution  which  the  Order  of  the  Nobility 

had 
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had  adopted  the  day  before,  and  which  they 
had  fent  to  the  Tiers- Etat  hy  the  Deputation 
named  for  that  purpofe.  The  Refolution 
was  conceived  in  thefe  terms  : 

"  The  Order  of  the  Nobility,  eager  to 
give  the  King  every  mark  of  their  love  and 
refpecl:  %  imprefTed  with  gratitude  for  the 
perfevering  care  his  Majefhy  deigns  to  take 
to  effect  a  defirable  harmony  among  the  Or- 
ders ;  confidering  of  what  confequence  it  is 
that  the  Nation  mould  enjoy,  without  delay, 
the  great  benefits  of  the  Conftitution  pointed 
out  in  the  fecond  Declaration  of  the  King's 
intentions,  read  at  the  Sitting  of  the  23d 
inftant ;  impelled  alfo  by  their  defire  of  be- 
ing able  to  liquidate  the  public  debt,  and 
to  realize  the  dereliction  of  their  pecuniary 
privileges,  as  foon  as  the  eftablifhment  of  a 
Conftitutional  bails  mail  permit  them  to  de- 
liberate upon  thofe  fubjedts,  in  which  they  ' 
deem  the  National  honour  as  well  as  the 
deareft  wifties  of  their  Conftituents  to  be 
concerned,  do,  notwithflanding  the  form  of 
the  faid  Sitting,  during  the  term  of  the 
prefent  States-General,  and  provided  no 
precedent  be  drawn  from  it  for  the  future, 
accept  and  have  accepted,  purely  and  fimply 
and  without  any  referve,  the  propofitions  com- 

N  2  prifed 
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prifed  in  the  Fifteen  Articles  of  the  King's 
flrft  Declaration,  read  at  the  Sitting  of  the 
23d  inftant.  Accordingly,  and  in  order  to 
execute  the  Fifth  Article  of  the  faid  Decla- 
ration, they  have  refolved,  that  his  Majefty 
lhall  be  prayed  to  convene  the  Nobility  of 
the  Bailiwicks,  by  whofe  peremptory  in- 
ftructions  the  Deputies  may  hold  themfelves 
bound,  in  order  that  they  may  receive  frem 
inftructions  from  their  Conftituents,  and  as 
foon  as  poffible  take  into  confideration,  in  the 
form  prefcribed  by  the  King,  the  Articles 
comprifed  in  the  fecond  Declaration  of  his 
Majefty's  intentions,  which  the  Order  of  the 
Nobility  confider  as  a  molt  affecting  pledge 
of  his  juftice,  and  of  his  love  for  the 
people. " 

After  the  King  had  read  this  Refolution, 
he  thus  addreffed  the  Duke  of  Luxembourg  : 
"  From  the  fidelity  and  affection  of  the 
'*  Order  of  which  you  are  Prefident,  I  ex- 
"  peel  its  union  with  the  other  two.  I  have 
f«  reflected  upon  it,"  faid  he  firmly,  "  and 
m  am  determined  to  make  every  facrifice, 
M  rather  than  that  a  Jingle  man  Jhould  pe- 
**  rijh  on  my  account.  Tell  the  Order  of 
"  the  Nobility,  therefore,  that  I  entreat  them 
"  to  join  the  other  two  Orders.    If  this  be 

"  not 
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"  not  enough,  I  command  them  to  do  it  as 
"  their  King — it  is  my  will.  If  there  be 
"  one  of  its  members  who  believes  himfelf 
"  bound  by  his  inftru&ions,  his  oath,  or 
"  his  honour,  to  remain  in  the  Chamber, 
•*  let  me  know  :  I  will  go  and  fit  by  him, 
11  and  die  with  him  if  it  be  necerTary." 

The  Cardinal  de  la  Rochefoucault,  the 
Prefident  of  the  Clergy,  the  Archbifhop  of 
Rheims,  and  the  Archbifhop  of  Aix,  had 
been  fent  for  by  the  King  on  the  fame  fub- 
ject.    His  Majefty  told  them,  in  the  firft 
place,  that  the  troops  had  revolted,  and  that 
he  was  under  the  neceflity  of  yielding  to  the 
wiflies  of  the  Tiers- Etat.    "  The  troops 
revolted,  Sire!"  exclaimed  the  Archbifhop 
of  Aix,    "  When,  and  where?   Is  it  the 
Gardes-du-Corps,   or  the   Swifs  ?  Your 
Majefty  knew  nothing  of  it  yefterday  !  Is  it 
the  work  of  a  day — of  a  moment  ?  The 
troops  revolted,  and  your  Majefty  not  know 
it  before  to-day  !  Have  the  Commanders  and 
Officers  been  all  ignorant  of  it,  or  are  they 
in  the  plot  ?    Have  they  all  betrayed  their 
King  ?  No,  Sire,,  this  is  not  poflible  !  this 
cannot  be  true  \ — Your  Majefty  is  now  de- 
ceived, or  you  have  been  deceived  for  three 

N  3  months." 
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months."  The  King,  daggered  and  per- 
plexed, went  with  the  Deputies  of  the 
Clergy  into  another  apartment,  where  they 
found  the  Queen,  Monfieur,  the  Count 
d'Artois,  the  Duke  of  Luxembourg,  and  the 
Prince  de  Croui.  The  Archbifhop  of  Aix 
continued  the  fame  train  of  reflections  : — 
"  Yes,  Sire! — Yes,  Madam !"  faid  he  to 
their  Majefties,  "  you  are  deceived  in  order 
"  that  you  may  he  induced  to  yield.  The 
11  double  reprefentation  has  been  given  to  the 
if  Tiers- Etat,  that  they  may  have  double 
*'  votes — and  that  not  only  for  fome  parti- 
"  cular  objects,  but  for  all.  Your  Ma- 
"  jetty's  Declaration  marks  diftinctions  that 
"  will  not  be  admitted.  It  is  careful  of 
"  the  interefts  of  the  King,  of  the  Clergy, 
"  and  of  the  Nobility;  but,  Sire,  the  in- 
tL  tention  is  to  annihilate  the  Orders,  and 
"  with   them   the  Royal  authority  mufl 

«4.fal}."  .t,'v:'-.;.v:/rC    .    I.-  ■  ■ 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  conference  the 
King  ^Xaid  that  he  would  fend  his  anfwer ; 
and  on  the  fame  morning  his  Majefty  ad- 
dreffed  copies  of  the  following  Letter  to  the 
Cardinal  de  la  Rochefoucault  and  the  Duke 
of  Luxembourg : 

«  My 
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*■*  My  Cousin, 
"  Solely  engaged  in  providing  for  the 
general  welfare  of  my  Kingdom,  but  parti- 
cularly anxious  that  the  AfTembly  of  the 
States-General  fhould  proceed  to  the  objects 
which  intereft  the  Nation,  according  to  the 
voluntary  acceptance  of  my  Declaration  of 
the  23d  of  this  month,  I  urge  my  loyal 
Nobility  *  to  join  the  other  Orders  without 
delay,    to   accelerate  the  accomplifhment 
of  my  paternal  intentions.    Thofe  who  are 
reft.ricf.ed  in  their  powers  may  do  fo  with- 
out voting,   till  they  mall  have  received 
frefh  ones.     This  will  be  another  mark 
given  to  me  by  the  Nobility  of  their  attach- 
ment; for  which,  my  Coufin,  I  pray  God 
to  keep  you  under  his  holy  protection." 

On  the  fame  day  a  regulation  of  the 
Council  was  made  and  publifhed,  authoriz- 
ing the  Deputies  who  thought  themfelves 
restricted  by  their  instructions  to  apply  to 
their  Conftituents  for  new  ones,  and  fettling 
the  form  in  which  fuch  applications  fhould 
be  made. 

However,  the  Order  of  the  Nobility,  io 
their  deliberation  on  the  King's  letter  and 

*  In  the  Copy  fent  to  the  Cardinal,  the  words  here 
were  "  my  faithful  Clergy." 

N  4  on 
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on  the  anfwer  made  by  his  Majefty  to  the 
Duke- of  Luxembourg,  were  much  divided 
in  opinion.  More  than  eighty  of  them,  fore- 
feeing  how  fatal  the  union  of  the  three  Orders 
and  the  voting  individually,  which  wras  an 
inevitable  confequence  of  it,  would  be  to 
the  King  and  to  the  State,  perfifted  in  the 
refolution  of  remaining  in  their  Chamber, 
agreeably  to  the  Declaration  of  the  23d  of 
June.  In  the  midft  of  thefe  debates  the 
Marquis  de  La  Queuille  was  feen  reading 
with  emotion  a  letter  he  had  jufl  received, 
and  converting  very  warmly  with  thofe  who 
ftood  near  him.  The  letter  was  from  the 
Count  d'Artois9  moft.  flrongly  urging  the 
Nobility  not  to  poftpone  their  union  with 
the  Order  of  the  Tiers-Etat,  and  hinting 
that  his  Royal  Highnefs  knew  to  a  certainty 
that  a  longer  refiftance  would  endanger  the 
King's  life.  The  moment  thefe  words  were 
heard,  the  Count  de  St,  Simon,  putting  his 
hand  to  his  fword,  cried  out — Gentlemen, 
"  the  King  is  in  danger!  Let  us  fly  to  the 
M  Palace  !  our  place  is  about  his  Majefty  !" 
"  If  trie  Monarch  be  in  danger,"  obferved 
M.  deCazales,  "  the  Monarchy  is  in  danger 
"  too;  to  fave  the  Monarchy  is  our  firn; 
"  duty,  and  we  will  then  go  and  form  a 
**  rampart  of  our  bodies  around  the  King." 
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On  this  exclamation  the  debate  was  about 
to  be  renewed  ;  when  the  Duke  of  Luxem- 
bourg rofe  haftily,  notwithstanding  the  re- 
monftrances  of  many  members  of  the  Affem- 
bly,  and  broke  up  the  Sitting,  crying  out — ■ 
**  There  is  now  no  room  for  debate :  Gentle- 
men, the  King's  perfon  is  in  danger,  and 
who  amongft  us  will  hefitate  an  inftant  ?** 
Thefe  words  went  to  every  heart ;  nothing 
was  thought  of  but  the  danger  which  threat- 
ened the  King,  and  they  ran  immediately 
to  the  Hall  where  the  other  Deputies  were 
united.  The  fame  refolution  was  adopted 
without  helitation  by  the  members  of  the 
Clergy. 

When  they  entered  the  Hall  there  were 
very  few  either  of  the  Deputies  or  ftrangers 
remaining.  Each  Order  having  taken  its 
place,  the  Cardinal  de  la  Rochefoucault,  as 
Prefident  of  the  Clergy,  faid — "  We  are 
led  hither  by  our  love  and  refpect  for  the 
King,  our  folicitude  for  the  Country,  and  our 
zeal  for  the  public  good/'  The  Duke  of 
Luxembourg  announced  the  union  of  the 
majority  of  the  Nobility  by  faying — "  Gen- 
tlemen, the  Order  of  the  Nobility  refolved 
this  morning  to  repair  to  the  National  Hall, 
as  a  mark  of  their  refpect  for  the  King, 

and 
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and  as  a  proof  to  the  Nation  of  their  pa- 
triotifm." 

M.  Bailly  replied  to  both  Orders  in  the^ 
following  words :  Gentlemen,  the  happi- 
nefs  of  this  day,  which  unites  the  three  Or- 
ders, is  fuch,  that  exceflive  joy  difables  me 
from  anfwering  you  as  it  dcferves  ;  but  this 
joy  is  itfelf  an  anfwer.  The  Order  of  the 
Clergy  was  already  with  us,  and  now  the 
Order  of  the  Nobility  joins  us.  This  day 
mall  be  entered  among  the  celebrations  of 
our  calendar ;  it  completes  our  family  ;  it 
for  ever  puts  an  end  to  the  dirTenfions  which 
have  mutually  afflicted  us ;  it  accomplices 
the  with  of  the  King  :  and  the  National 
AfTembly,  or  rather  the  States-General ,  will 
now  proceed  without  confufion  or  interrup- 
tion to  the  regeneration  of  the  Kingdom 
and  of  public  happinefs." 

Thefe  expreffions  of  peace  and  brotherly 
union  were  heard  with  delight.  The  Order 
of  the  Tiers-Etats  compofing  alone  the  Na- 
tional A ffembly,  and  exercifing  exclusively 
the  fupreme  power,  which  they  had  attached 
to  that  title,  abdicated  both,  by  admitting 
themfelves  to  be  no  more  than  a  portion  of 
the  States-General ;  and  although  M. 
Bailly  had  not  been  formally  authorized  by 

his 
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his  colleagues  to  make  that  abdication,  they 
certainly  would  not  have  difavowed  it ;  and 
it  would  have  become  irrevocable,  if  the 
two  other  Orders  had  inufted  upon  it  as  an 
effential  condition  of  their  union :  but  they 
took  no  notice  whatever  of  it.  By  their 
filence  it  might  have  been  fufpecled,  that  all 
agreed  to  prefer  the  title  of  National  AfTem- 
bly  to  that  of  States-General :  but  the  fufpi- 
cion  would  have  been  unjuft,  as  the  Clergy, 
ever  fince  the  27th  of  June,  had  in  a  for- 
mer Proteft.  infilled  on  maintaining  the  dif- 
tinction  of  the  three.  Orders.  That  Proteft: 
was  openly  prefented  to  the  Affembly  by  the 
Cardinal  de  la  Rochefoucault,  was  read 
aloud,  delivered  to  M.  Bailly,  and  received 
without  oppofltion.  The  Archbifhop  of 
Vienne,  fpeaking  in  the  name  of  the  Eccle- 
fiaftical  Deputies  who  had  firft  joined  the 
Tiers- Etat,  declared,  that  they  did  not  con- 
cur in  it ;  and  Mirabeau  taking  it  up  read  it, 
argued  againfl  it  with  a  tone  and  geflures  of 
the  greateft  contempt,  and  threw  it  on  the 
table. 

The  Abbe  de  Montejquiou,  far  lefs  con- 
vinced than  dazzled  by  Mirabeau' s  fpeech, 
unfortunately  fpoke  as  Agent  of  the  Clergy, 
and  in  an  embarrafTed  manner  owned  and 

retracted 
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retracted  the  pretended  error,  which  he  faid 
a  new  light  had  now  difpelled.  On  this  the 
Archbifhop  of  Aix,  impelled  by  his  zeal 
for  the  honour  of  the  Clergy,  and  for  the 
prefervation  of  their  principles,  addreffed 
the  AfTembly  in  the  following  terms  : 

"  Gentlemen,  we  have  affembled  in  the 
Common  Hall,  in  conformity  to  the  King's 
Declaration*.  In  complying  with  arrange- 
ments, we  do  not  relinquifh  principles.  By 
yielding  on  fome  points  we  do  not  mean 
to  infringe  others.  The  Orders  may  be 
united  without  being  confounded.  We  may 
confent  to  deliberate  in  common  upon 
objects  in  common,  without  renouncing 
the  right  that  belongs  to  us  of  delibe- 
rating in  Orders.  We  yield  to  the  King's 
defire,  which  is  founded  upon  the  volun- 
tary acceptance  of  Tits  Declaration  by  the 
Order  of  the  Clergy  +.  We  lay  before 
you  the  Refolutions  we  adopted  previoufly 
to  our  joining  you.    We  refer  to  the  firfl 

*  The  King's  Declaration  in  the  Royal  Sitting  of 
June  23,  1780. 

t  The  King's  Letter  to  the  Cardinal  de  la  Rochefou- 
cault,  Preftdent  of  the  Order  of  the  Clergy,  dated 
June  27,  1785). 

Article 
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Article  of  the  King's  Declaration,  by  which 
his  Majejly  defires  that  the  ancient  diflinc- 
tion  of  the  three  Orders  of  the  State  fhould 
be  fully  preferved,  as  effential  to  the  con- 
ftitution  of  his  Kingdom*.  We  refer  to 
the  eighth  Article,  by  which  he  excepts  fuck 
objetls  as  cannot  be  dif cuffed  in  common, 
thofe  which  relate  to  the  ancient  and  con- 
ftitutional  rights  of  the  three  Orders,  the 
form  to  be  given  to  the  next  States-General, 
feudal  and  feigneurial  property,  ecclejfiaf- 
tical  dues,  and  the  honorary  prerogatives  of 
the  two  firfl  Orders  -f .  We  refer  to  the 
ninth  Article,  by  which  it  is  declared,  that 
the  fpecial  confent  of  the  Clergy  is  necef- 
fary  in  all  difcuffions  in  which  religion, 
ecclefiaftical  difcipline,  or  the  fyflem  of 
the  Ecclefiaftical  Orders  and  of  the  fecu- 
lar  and  regular  Societies  might  be  con- 
cerned%.  We  do  not  proteft  againft  deli- 
berating  conformably  to  thefe  arrangements, 
becaufe  it  is  in  conformity  with  thefe  very 
arrangements  that  we  referve  the  right  be- 
longing to  the  Clergy,  according  to  the  con- 

*  The  King's  Declaration  of  June  23,  1789. 
t  Idem. 

+  The  King's  Declaration  of  June  23. 

Jlituent 
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Jlituent  laws  of  the  Monarchy,  of  ajfem- 
bling  and  voting  Jeparately*.  We  may 
even  obferve,  that  the  part  of  the  Clergy 
who  left  us,  made  a  refervation  of  the 
diftintlion  of  the  Orders,  and  other  re- 
fervations  of  rights  \.  We  are  not  foes  to 
harmony  and  union  among  the  Orders,  when 
we  challenge  their  rights,  and  when  we 
make  ufe  of  the  very  rights  we  challenge  to 
unite  with  you.  We  may  make  ufe  of  them 
to  concur  in  the  view^  of  conciliation  which 
the  King  has  expreffed  to  us  ;  but  we  nei- 
ther can  nor  will  relinquifh  them%.  This 
is  the  fubftance  of  the  Proteft  we  have  deli- 
vered to  you  ;  and  if  it  be  a  crime,  it  is  to 
be  imputed  to  our  predeceffors  for  eight 
hundred  years  paft§  :  it  is  to  be  imputed  to 
the  Conftitution  of  the  State  itfelf,  which 
the  King  is  bound  to  maintain  as  well  as  we, 
and  which  is  not  to  be  deftroyed  by  the  op- 
pofition  of  one  Order. 

*  Refolution  of  the  Order  of  the  Clergy  of  June  27. 

■i  Refolution  of  a  part  of  the  members  of  the  Clergy, 
of  June  19. 

%  Refolution  of  the  Order  of  the  Clergy  of  June  27. 

§  Diftincuon  of  the   Orders,   under  Charlemagne, 
See  Hincmar. 

"  You 
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'*  You  are  not  to  imagine,  Gentlemen, 
that  the  diftinction  of  the  Orders  was  efta- 
blifhed  and  maintained  for  the  advantage  of 
the  two  nrfl.    It  is  of  importance  to  the 
Tiers-Etat,  as  well  as  to  the  Nobility  and 
Clergy.    The  fame  rights  and  powers  are 
exercifed  by  each  Order,  and  it  is  upon  junY 
and  enential  reafons  that  this  diftinction  is 
founded,  for  its  principle  is  in  the  welfare 
of  the  People.    It  arifes  from  no  particular 
title,  nor  is  it  derived  from  any  period  of 
time.    It  is  not  a  tranfient  law,  but  it  is 
that  law  of  reafon  which  adjufts  rights  to 
interests,  and  which  ought  to  purfue  the  va- 
nity of  them.     When  firft  towns  became 
free,  and  were  privileged  from  all  dominion 
but  that  of  the  Sovereign,  they  directed  their 
own  affairs.    They  had  their  own  expences 
to  bear;  they  exercifed  the  right  of  confent- 
ing  to  their  contributions;  they  appointed 
Deputies  and  Reprefentatives,  and  formed 
an  Order  in  the  Nation.    The  Lords  of 
Manors  were  at  that  time,  by  the  nature  of 
their  poffeflions,  the  natural  and  necefTary 
Reprefentatives  of  their   vaffals.     In  the 
States-General  they  were  perfonally,  as  they 
now  are,  by  their  Deputies,  and  as  theyftiil 
are  individually  in  the  Elective  Affemblies, 
i     2  the 
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the  protectors  of  the  interefts  of  their  vaf- 
fals,  of  thofe  of  the  landed  property,  and  of 
half  the  kingdom.  The  cafe  was  the  fame 
with  the  Clergy,  who  are  appointed  to  be 
the  teachers  and  miniftersof  religion,  which 
forms  the  common  intereft  of  every  clafs  of 
citizens,  and  who  are  poiTelTors  of  eflates 
which  give  them  a  fhare  in  all  the  interefts 
of  the  lands.  Thefe  are  the  titles  that  are 
fuperior  to  all  privileges,  the  titles  which 
confer  powers  on  the  two  firft  Orders,  by 
aflbciating  them  for  the  welfare  of  the  Na- 
tion at  large.  No  fingle  Order  can  arrogate 
the  right  of  deftroying  the  titles  of  the  other 
two ;  a  right  which  it  partakes  with  them. 
It  is  only  together,  and  with  the  King's  ap- 
probation, that  the  Orders  can,  I  will  not 
fay  overthrow,  but  make  the  llighteft  alter- 
ation in  the  conftitution.  Nothing  can  be 
done  lawfully  but  by  the  laws  themfelves. 
They  muft  direct  and  juftify  the  meafures  to 
be  taken  for  their  reform.  They  muft  re- 
gulate the  changes  to  be  made  in  themfelves, 
and  the  laws  declare,  that  the  opinion  of 
one  Order  cannot  bind  another;  that  the 
opinion  of  two  Orders  cannot  injure  or  af- 
fect the  third.  We  are  in  the  prefence  of  each 
"  other  ; — we  may  communicate  our  fentiments 

difl 
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at  liberty,  and  reap  all  the  advantages  of  dif- 
cuffion.  Is  it  when  the  Orders  are  united  that 
they  are  to  be  more  divided  than  ever  ?  Can 
you  imagine  that  the  Refolution  of  one  Order 
alone,  in  which  the  other  two  had  neither 
concurred  nor  been  confulted,  is  to  over- 
throw all  their  principles,  and  deftroy  all 
their  powers  ?   The  only  queftion  that  has 
been  yet  difcufTed  is  that  on  the  verification 
of  the  powers.    Why  cannot  this  queftion 
be  examined  and  argued  with  temper  ?  Why 
muft  the  people  aflemble,  all  the  citizens 
be  in  motion,  difcord  enter  into  every  fo- 
ciety,  and  the  peace  of  the  capital  be  dis- 
turbed ?   I  know  not  what  projects  and 
changes  are  preparing,   though  the  earth 
feems  to  quake  beneath  our  feet.    Is  this 
Common  Hall  then  no  longer  what  it  ought 
to  be,  a  common  centre  of  mutual  confer- 
ence and  information,  but  an  abyfs  deftined 
for  our  deftruction  ?  How  could  the  People 
of  themfelves  be  fenfible  of  the  great  im- 
portance of  this  queftion,  or  rather  of  that 
of  its  intended  confequences  ?  It  relates  to 
no  tax,  to  none  of  the  heavy  duties  by 
which  men  can  be  opprefled,  nor  to  any  of 
thofe  interefts  by  which  the  People  can  be 
affected.    This  queftion  in  itfelf  no  way 
v°l.  I.  O  con- 
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concerns  them ;  and  the  utmoft  extent  to 
which  it  can  be  carried  only  relates  to  forms 
of  Government,  which  may  and  which 
mould  engage  the  attention  of  well-inform- 
ed men,  but  which  cannot  be  either  known 
or  decided  by  the  multitude.  By  what  mo- 
tives can  they  be  excited  when  there  is  no 
queftion  of  an  object  which  they  can 
either  comprehend  or  be  interested  in  ?  It  is 
well  known  what  mobs  have  affembled  at 
the  door  of  the  Clergy's  Chamber  for  this 
week  pall:.  Murmurs  have  been  inceffantly 
echoed  around  the  Ecclefiaftical  Deputies. 
Some  have  been  infulted.  Why  are  not 
thefe  mifguided  people,  who  are  open  to 
every  alarm,  better  inftructed?  Let  them  be 
told  the  truth — let  them  be  thus  addreffed  ; 

*  Your  fafety,  liberty,  and  property,  are 

*  not  here  concerned.    Thofe  are  our  com- 

*  mon  interests,  on  which  you  need  not 

*  fear  that  any  difpute  will  rife  amongfl  us  ; 

*  and  when  thofe  rights,  which  are  alfo  the 

*  rights  of  the  members  of  the  two  firft  Or- 

*  ders,  lhall  be  fecured  by  the  concurrence  of 

*  the  three  Orders,  and  of  the  King,  of  what 

*  importance  to  you  are  difc  u  (lions  and  dif- 
'  tinctions,  which  cannot  affect  you  ?  Go 

*  home  to  your  families,  and  do  not  meet 

1  *  in 
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6  in  public  in  this  manner,  to  give  your- 
«  felves  up  to  groundlefs  fears;    What  you 

*  have  to  fear  is  the  exciting  of  commo- 
'  tions  among  you.    Do  not  injure  your 

*  hopes  by  diforder,  but  enjoy  in  peace  the 
'  fruits  of  your  ufeful  labours,  and  refpect 

*  the  freedom  of  the  votes  of  your  Repre- 

*  fentatives.'  This  is  the  language  we 
mould  fpeak  to  the  People :  we  mult  tran- 
quillife  them  by  our  harmony,  and  not  ex- 
cite them  to  infurrection  by  our  ftrife ;  and 
if  we  do  not  reftrain  their  firft  movements, 
who  amongft  us  can  forefee  where  they  will 
end  ?  This  is  one  of  the  firft  fubjec~t.s  we 
mould  take  into  confideration,  if  you  wifh 
to  unite  the  Orders,  and  not  to  deftroy  them, 
if  you  wifli  to  improve  the  Conftitution  by 
reforming  abufes.  We  exprefs  to  you  the 
real  inclinations  of  the  Order  of  the  Clergy. 
Whatever  may  happen,  we  mail  not  have  to 
reproach  ourfelves  with  having  abandoned 
the  principles  of  the  Conftitution,  or  neglect- 
ed the  means  of  reconciling  them  with  the 
King's  intentions  and  the  reftoration  of  pub- 
lic tranquillity/' 

The  conduct  of  the  Order  of  the  Nobi- 
lity on  this  occafion  was  not  lefs  worthy  of 
praife.    They  returned  to  their  own  Hall 

O  2  the 
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the  day  after  the  union  of  the  three  Orders  ; 
continued  to  alfemble  there  for  feven  or 
eight  days  longer,  and  formally  declared,  as 
appears  by  the  minutes  of  their  Sitting, 
-  *'  That  they  had  gone  into  the  Hall  of  the 
Ti-ers-Etat  only  in  consideration  of  the 
danger  that  threatened  the  life  of  the  King  ; 
but  that,  as  that  fudden  and  unforefeen  union' 
could  only  be  temporary,  they  ftill  regarded 
themfelves  as  forming  a  feparate  Order, 
and  mould  continue  in  confequence  to  af- 
femble  feparately."  Their  laft  Sittings  were 
occupied  in  difcuffing  meafures  for  preferv- 
ing  the  title  of  States-General,  the  distinc- 
tion of  the  Orders,  and  the  different  Cham- 
bers for  bufinefs,  according  to  the  ancient 
Conftitution.  It  was  determined  that  all  in- 
dividual claims  on  this  point  mould  be  pro- 
hibited, but  that  thofe  of  the  whole  Order 
mould  be  drawn  up  in  the  form  of  a  Refo- 
lution,  which  the  Prefident  mould  be  charged 
to  read  in  the  AiTembly  calling  themfelves 
the  National  AiTembly ;  that  in  the  mean  time 
a  Proteft  mould  be  framed,  to  be  made  ufe 
of  mould  thofe  claims  not  be  admitted; 
and  that  this  Proteft,  figned  by  all  the  mem- 
bers who  formed  the  majority  of  the  Nobi- 
lity, fhould,  if  occafion  required,  be  laid  on 

the 
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the  table.   But  before  thefe  two  inftniments 
could  be  prepared,  the  Hall  in  which  the 
Order  held  their  Sittings  was  fruit  up.  They 
could  now  only  aflemble  at  the  houfe  of 
their  Prefident,  who,  to  avoid  expoflng  him- 
felf  individually,  received  the  members  more 
as  company  viflting  him,  than  as  an  aftem- 
bled  body.    He  urged  the  fear  of  difpleafing 
the  King,  or  of  increafmg  the  dangers  of 
his  fituation,  as  objections  againft  all  the 
meafures  that  were  propofed.  However, 
when  the  Refolution  and  the  Proteft  were 
ready,  the  Deputies  of  the  Order  of  the  No- 
bility repaired  to  the  Puke  of  Luxembourg's 
houfe,  and  declared  to  him,  in  the  firmefl: 
manner,  that  they  were  abfolutely  deter- 
mined to  %n  and  complete  them.  The 
Duke,  finding  it  would  be  in  vain  to  op- 
pofe,  endeavoured  to  evade  it,  and  with  that 
view  adjourned  the  %ning  of  the  two  pa- 
pers till  eight  o'clock  the  next  morning. 
The  Deputies,  mofl  of  whom  were  punctual 
to  the  hour  appointed,  were  as  much  dif- 
pleafed  as  furprifed  to  learn,  on  their  arrival 
at  the  Duke's,  that  he  had  fet  out  in  the 
morning  as  foon  as  it  was  light,  with  all 
his  family,  for  one  of  his  eftates  a  hundred 
leagues  from  Paris. 

O3  The 
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The  AfTembly  of  the  Order  being  thus 
dhTolved  by  the  abfence  of-  its  Prefident  and 
Vice-Prefident,  for  M.  de  Or  out  was  alfo  in 
the  country,  it  became  impoffible  to  make 
any  claim  in  a  body,  and  the  progrefs  of  the 
Revolution  left  no  hope  to  individual  re- 
monftrances.  In  this  extremity,  the  only  re« 
fource  remaining  was,  to  enter  into  Protefts 
by  Bailiwicks,  and  depofit  them  with  the 
King;  and  this  was  adopted.  But  his  Ma- 
jefty  refufing  to  be  the  depofitary  of  any  act 
by  which  the  fincerity  of  his  reliance  011 
the  Affembly  could  be  rendered  doubtful, 
they  were  committed  to  the  Count  d'Artois, 
who  was  pleafed  to  receive  them.  They 
are  proofs  of  the  fpirit  of  the  Order  of  the 
Nobility,  of  their  attachment  to  the  ancient 
Conftitution  of  the  Kingdom,  and  of  their 
refinance  of  the  violent  enterprifes  of  the 
Order  of  the  Tiers-Etat, 

In  order  to  explain  and  fet  a  juft  value  on 
the  conduct  of  the  two  firft  Orders  on  many 
occaftons,  it  is  neceffary  to  know,  that  the 
King,  whom  the  Minifters  were  perpetually 
affuring  that  the  only  means  of  fupporting 
the  Government  was  popularity,  thought  he 
mould  render  himfelf  more  popular  by 
avoiding  all  communication,  direct  or  indi- 
rect. 
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reel:,  with  the  members  of  the  Clergy  and 
Nobility.  The  confequence  was,  that  they 
always  went  to  the  Affembly  without  being 
prepared  or  informed  of  what  was  going  to 
pafs,  and  that  they  were  frequently  filent 
during  the  moft  important  debates,  from  the 
apprehenfion  of  oppofing  the  King's  views  ; 
and  this  was  the  reafon  of  their  not  remon- 
ftrating  againft  the  title  of  National  Affem- 
bly,  although  they  forefaw  all  the  confe- 
quences  of  it.  The  effect  of  a  new  word, 
in  times  of  Revolution,  is  beyond  all  calcu- 
lation. It  was  not  through  modefty,  but  po- 
licy, that  Cromwell,  who  had  need  of  unli- 
mited power  to  maintain  his  ufurpation,  pre- 
ferred the  title  of  Protector  to  that  of  King. 
The  limits  of  the  Royal  authority  were 
known  :  that  of  Protector  never  having  had 
any,  he  might  extend  them  as  he  thought 
proper. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


Joy  of  the  People  —  Illuminations  — 
Defe&ion  of  the  Troops — Some  French 
Guards  confined  in  the  Prifon  of 
the  Abbaye  Jet  at  Liberty  by  the 
People — Conduct  of  the  Ajfembly  —  A 
Letter  from  the  King — Burlefque  Sit- 
ting of  Patriots  at  the  Palais- Royal — 
Deputation  from  the  Paris  Eletlors — ■ 
Rapid  Progrefs  of  the  Spirit  of  Infur- 
reflion — Arrival  of  Troops  in  the  Champ 
de  Mars,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Paris — Marfiial  Broglio  Generalijfvmo — 
His  Regulations — Abfurd  alarm — The 
Soldiers  careffed  by  the  People,  and  the 
Officers  infulted — Speech  from  Mirabeau 
— Addrefs  to  the  King — Deputation — 

His 
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His  Majefly's  anfwer — Dif content  and 
Manoeuvres  of  the  Fatlious — Mr.  Necker's 
Imprudence — Duke  of  Orleans. 

WHEN  the  news  of  the  union  of  the 
three  Orders  wras  known  at  Verfailles,  the 
People,  tranfported  with  joy,  flocked  to 
the  Courts  of  the  Palace,  crying  out  for 
the  King  and  Queen.  Their  Majefties  fhow- 
ed  themfelves  at  one  of  the  balconies  of  the 
Marble  Court,  and  their  condefcenfion  was 
repaid  by  the  moft  lively  and  unanimous  ac- 
clamations of  Ci  Vive  le  Roil" — "  Vive  la 
Reine!"  That  unfortunate  Princefs  melted 
into  tears,  nor  could  the  King  reftrain  his 
own. 

When  their  Majefties  left  the  balcony, 
the  moft  unthinking  part  of  the  populace, 
incapable  of  retaining  the  mild  and  pure  im- 
preffions  which  this  affecting  fcene  muft 
have  made  upon  them,  haftened  to  forget 
them  under  the  windows  of  Mr.  Necker, 
to  whom  they  offered  the  grofs  incenfe  of 
their  benedictions.  To  him  was  afcribed 
not  only  all  that  the  King  had  faid  and  done 
to  accelerate  the  union  of  the  Orders,  but 
alfo  the  alarm  that  had  been  given  to  the 
Count  d'Artois  refpecting  the  pretended 

danger 
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danger  with  which  the  King's  life  was 
threatened,  and  which  had  determined  his 
Royal  Highnefs  to  write  the  letter  that  he 
had  fent  to  the  Marquis  de  Laqueuille. 
Some  parties  wrent  alfo  to  render  the  fame 
homage  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  M.  Bailly, 
and  M.  de  Montmorin,  the  laft  of  whom 
was  confldered  as  the  bed  friend  Mr,  Necker 
had  in  the  Council. 

The  whole  night  was  fpent  in  illu- 
minations and  rejoicings.  In  almoft.  every 
ftreet  there  were  bonfires,  and  dances,  in 
which  the  populace  and  townVpeople  were 
feen  joining  with  the  French  and  Swifs 
Guards,  the  Dragoons,  and  HulTars.  The 
capital  was  alfo  illuminated,  to  celebrate 
this  Revolutionary  Union,  which  altered  the 
characters  to  be  fupported  by  the  three  Or- 
ders, or  rather  which  funk  the  two  nrft  ill 
the  third. 

The  defection  which  had  already  appear- 
ed in  feveral  regiments  now  fpread  very  ra- 
pidly. It  particularly  broke  out  mofr.  fcan- 
daloufly  and  fatally  among  the  French 
Guards.  The  Gardes  du  Corps  themfelves, 
fo  renowned  for  their  bravery  and  fidelity, 
feemed  for  a  moment  infected  with  the 
mania  of  the  new  opinions ;  but  this  was 

foon 
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foon  retrieved,  and  buried  in  oblivion  by 
their  fubfequent  heroifm. 

The  People,  impatient  to  aflift-  in  exer- 
cifing  the  power  their  Reprefentatives  had 
now  gained  by  the  union  of  the  three  Or- 
ders, were  not  flow  in  fignalifing  their  fo- 
vereignty  by  the  mo  ft  criminal  excerTes  j  and 
the  good  city  of  Paris  was  the  firft  to  fet 
the  example.    On  the  30th  of  June,  about 
half  after  fix  in  the  evening,  a  perfon  pac- 
ing the  Caffe  de  Foi  threw  a  letter  among 
the  crowd  of  patriots  and  loungers  who 
were  holding  their  Sitting  at  the  cofFee-houfe, 
and  difappeared  in  an  inftant.    The  letter 
was  opened  and  read  :  it  was  from  eleven 
of  the  French  Guards,  whom  their  officers 
had  fent  to  the  prifon  of  the  Abbaye  St, 
Germairiy  for  having  refufed  to  join  in  dif- 
perfing  the  mobs  that  had  collected  at  Ver- 
failles,  particularly  thofe  which  had  befet 
the  Archbifhop  of  Paris  at  the  houfe  of 
the  Million.    Thefe  rebellious  foldiers,  in- 
ftead  of  rejoicing  at  not  having  been  punifh- 
ed  fo  feverely  as  they  deferved,  had  the  im- 
pudence to  pretend  that  they  were  victims 
to  their  patriotifm,  and  faid  that  the  next 
night  they  were  to  be  removed  to  BicUre, 
"  a  place,"  they  obferved  in  the  letter, 

**  defigned 
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*'  deflgned  for  vile  rogues,  and  not  for 
"  brave  fellows  like  us." 

A  young  man  who  had  heard  the  letter 
read  went  immediately  into  the  garden  of  the 
Palais -Royal,  mounted  a  chair,  and  thus 
add  relied  a  great  crowd  that  in  an  inftant 
gathered  about  him  :  "  Gentlemen,  the 
brave  foldiers  who  fpared  the  blood  of  our 
fellow-citizens  at  Verfailles  are  confined  in 
the  Abbaye  ;  and  if  we  do  not  fly  to  deliver 
them,  they  may  in  a  few  hours  be  deprived 
of  their  exiftence." 

This  produced  all  the  effect  intended'  by 
the  fpeaker.  His  hearers  one  and  all  cried 
out,  "  To  the  Abbaye!  —  to  the  Abbaye/ 
We  will  bring  them  to  you  in  lefs  than  an 
hour  !"  This  band  as  they  went  along  were 
re-enforced  by  all  the  young  men  and  townf- 
men  they  met ;  fo  that  when  they  got  to  the 
Abbaye  their  number  amounted  to  about  4000 
men,  a  great  many  of  whom  where  armed 
with  axes,  crows,  clubs,  and  large  hammers, 
which  they  had  taken  from  (hops  in  their 
way. 

The  prifon  gates  were  foon  forced,  and 
all  the  prifoners  fet  at  liberty,  and  led  in 
triumph  to  the  Palais-Royal,  about  half  af- 
ter nine  o'clock.    Juft  as  they  were  leaving 

the 
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the  Abbaye,  a  company  of  Dragoons  and 
another  of  HufTars  came  upon  them  full 
gallop,  with  fabres  drawn,  as  if  they  in- 
tended to  difperfe  the  crowd ;  but  the  peo- 
ple laying  hold  of  their  bridles,  the  foldiers 
at  the  fame  inftant  returned  their  fabres  into 
their  fcabbards,  and  took  off  their  helmets 
in  token  of  peace ;  upon  which  wine  was 
brought  to  them,  and  they  drank  to  the 
health  of  the  King  and  of  the  Nation. 

The  prifoners  were  received  at  the  Palais- 
Royal  with  acclamations,  and  the  mod:  cla- 
morous tranfports  of  joy.  They  were  re- 
galed with  fupper  on  a  table  laid  in  the 
garden,  and  camp-beds  were  carried  to  the 
Theatre  of  the  Variete's,  where  they  flept, 
guarded  by  a  great  number  of  citizens.  The 
next  day  lodgings  were  taken  for  them  at  an 
hotel  *  adjoining  the  Palais-Royal,  and 
their  deliverers  difpatched  a  Deputation  of 
twenty  perfons  to  the  National  AiTembly  to 
place  them  under  their  protection.  The  firfl 
ftep  taken  by  thefe  Deputies  on  arriving  at 
Verfailles  was  to  write  to  M.  Bailly,  to  in- 
form him,  "  that  they  were  fent  by  the. 
Public  to  give  him  an  account  of  the  affair 
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of  the  prifoners  of  the  Abbaye,  and  to  con« 
fer  upon  it  with  the  National  Affembly,  to 
whom  they  wi  Hied  to  prefent  a  petition. 
In  a  poftfcript  they  added — "  Excufe,  Sir, 
the  dijhabille  in  which  we  appear ;  but, 
forced  to  come  away  in  hafte,  we  had  not 
time  to  think  of  fo  trifling  a  circumftance, 
and  under  our  plain  clothes  we  have  all 
French  hearts." 

This  Deputation,  or  rather  thefe  Envoys 
from  Paris ,  for  fo  were  they  called,  were 
not  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe;  but 
their  letter  to  M.  Bailly  was  read  to  the  Af- 
fembly,  who  fpent  the  whole  Sitting  in  dif- 
cuffing  what  was  to  be  done  on  the  occafion. 
At  length,  after  many  motions  and  much 
debating,  the  following  Refolution  was 
adopted  : 

*?  In  reply  to  the  perfons  come  from  Paris, 
the  Prelident  fliall  fay,  that  they  are  to  re- 
turn to  that  city  with  entreaties  for  peace  and 
union,  which  alone  can  fecond  the  inten- 
tions of  the  National  Affembly,  and  the  la- 
bours to  which  they  devote  themfelves  for 
the  public  happinefs. 

"  The  National  Affembly  bewail  the  trou- 
bles with  which  the  city  of  Paris  is  at  this 
time  agitated,  and,  by  imploring  the  King's 

cle- 
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clemency  towards  the  perfons  who  may  be 
guilty,  they  mean  to  fet  an  example  of  the 
moil:  profound  refpect  for  the  Royal  autho- 
rity, on  which  depends  the  fafety  of  the 
Empire.  They  therefore  conjure  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  capital  to  return  immediately  to 
order,  and  to  imprefs  on  their  minds  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  peace,  which  can  alone  enfure  the 
infinite  advantages  that  France  is  on  the 
point  of  reaping  from  the  voluntary  union 
of  all  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Nation. 

"  A  Deputation  (hall  be  fent  to  the  King 
to  inform  him  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Na- 
tional AfTembly,  and  to  befeech  him  to  em- 
ploy, for  the  reftoration  of  order,  the  infal- 
lible means  of  clemency  and  mildnefs,  which 
are  fo  natural  to  his  heart,  and  of  confi- 
dence, which  his  good  fubjects  will  ever 
deferve." 

In  this  Refolution  we  {till  recognife  traces 
of  refpeci:  for  the  King;  but  we  alfo  obferve 
with  what  condefcenfion,  or,  properly  fpeak- 
ing,  with  what  art,  the  Affembly  rather  be- 
wail the  troubles  that  agitate  the  capital  than 
exprefs  indignation  at  them,  and  mention 
the  authors  of  them  not  as  guilty,  but  only 
as  perfons  who  may  be  guilty.  It  is  true 
that  thofe  perfons  were  the  Palais-Royal 
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Patriots,  who  had  already  dubbed  themfelves  - 
the  nation,  and  who  by  that  title  had  fo 
much  the  more  right  to  the  attentions  of  the 
AfTembly,  as  their  fupport  might  become 
very  ufeful  to  them  on  many  occasions  eafily 
forefeen.  It  was  this  fuperior  confidera- 
tion,  no  doubt,  that  prevented  them  from 
perceiving  how  abfurd  it  was  to  befeech  the 
King  to  employ,  for  the  reftoration  of  order, 
the  infallible  means  of  clemency.  It  is  ma- 
nifest, in  fact,  that  clemency,  far  from  being 
an  infallible  means  to  fupprefs  fedition, 
cannot  be  regarded  or  have  exiftence  as  any 
thing  like  a  means,  till  after  the  fedition  is 
quelled ;  then  the  King  may,  according  to  his 
judgment,  ufe  clemency  towards  the  dif- 
turbers  of  public  order ;  but  this  means  is 
the  very  reverfe  of  being  infallible  in  the 
prevention  of  new  troubles. 

Eight  members  of  the  Tiers-Etat,  and 
four  of  each  of  the  other  two,  compofed 
the  Deputation  charged  with  prefenting  the 
Refolution  to  the  King.  The  Archbilhop 
of  Paris  was  appointed  their  Speaker.  His 
Majefty,  affected  by  what  M.  de  Juigne* 
faid  to  him,  afked  for  the  Refolution,  and, 

*  De  Juigne  was  the  Archbifhop's  name. 

2  having 


July  1789-]     FRENCH  REVOLtJTION.  165 

having  read  it,  made  the  following  anfwer 
to  the  Deputation : 

"  Your  Refolutioh  is  very  prudent.  I 
approve  what  the  Aflembly  of  the  States- 
General  have  done  ;  and  while  they  continue 
to  place  confidence  in  me,  I  hope  that  all 
will  go  well.  I  will  inform  you  of  my  de- 
termination." 

The  next  day,  July  2d,  the  King  fent  a 
letter  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Paris  in  thefe 
terms  :  "  I  have  obtained  an  exact  account, 
my  Coufin,  of  all  that  paned  in  the  evening 
of  the  30th  of  June.    The  violence  ufed  to 
fet  the  prifoners  of  the  Abbaye  free  is  infi- 
nitely blameable;  and  all  the  Orders,  all 
bodies  of  men,  all  peaceable  citizens  are  in- 
terefted  in  the  higheft  degree  to  maintain, 
the  full  energy  of  the  laws,  on  which  refts 
the  protection  of  public  tranquillity.  I 
mall,  however,  in  this  inftance,  when  or* 
deris  reltored,  yield  to  the  dictates  of  mercy; 
and  I  hope  I  (hall  have  no  reafon  to  reproach 
myfeif  for  my  clemency,  as  it  is  for  the  firft 
time  befought  by  the  AlTembly  of  the  Re- 
prefentatives  of  the  Nation  j  but  I  do  not 
doubt  that  that  Affembly  will  attach  equal, 
nay  fuperior  importance  to  the  fuccefs  of  all 
.  the  meafures  which  I  am  taking  to  reftore 
Vol.  I.  p  order 
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order  in  the  capital.  The  fpirit  of  licen- 
tioufnefs  and  diforder  is  deftru&ive  of  all 
happinefs;  and  if  it  gains  ground,  not  only 
the  peace  of  all  the  citizens  would  be  mo- 
lefted,  and  their  confidence  fhaken,  but,  in 
the  end,  perhaps  the  generous  labours  to 
which  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Nation  are 
devoting  themfelves  may  be  confidered  of  no 
value.  Communicate  my  letter  to  the  States- 
General,  and  be  affined  yourfelf,  my  Coufin, 
of  my  efteem." 

This  letter  and  the  King's  anfwer,  of 
which  the  Archbifliop  of  Paris  gave  an  ac- 
count to  the  Affembly,  were  applauded  by 
the  greater  part  of  the  members,  who  ex- 
prefTed  their  acknowledgment  by  the  cry  of 
'?  Vive  le  Roi  !"  But  the  words  States-Ge- 
neral, ufed  in  his  Majefty's  letter,  and  in 
his  verbal  reply  to  the  Deputation,  provoked 
a  certain  number  of  Deputies,  who,  not  fa- 
tisfied  in  with-holding  their  applaufe,  main- 
tained that  the  expreflion  which  had  put  them 
out  of  humour  had  never  come  from  the 
King's  lips ;  but  the  members  of  the  Depu- 
tation declared,  that  the  account  given  by 
the  Archbifliop  of  Paris  was  literally  exact, 
and  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  it,  as  the 
King  had  ufed  the  fame  expreffion  in  the 

letter 
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letter  written  with  his  own  hand.  At  all 
events,  the  words  States-General  were  fup- 
prefled  in  the  minute  of  this  fitting,  and  in 
moft  of  the  Journals.  It  is  to  be  obferved, 
that  none  of  the  members  of  the  Aflembly 
entered  any  proteft  againft  this  piece  of 
forgery. 

While  this  weighty  bufinefs  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  States-General  and  of  the 
Council,  the  eleven  French  Guards,  who 
were  compelled  to  be  conftantly  at  the  win- 
dows of  the  hotel  where  they  were  lodged, 
in  order  to  gratify  the  curiolity  of  the  Peo- 
ple, were  receiving  the  bounty  of  the  fpec- 
tators  in  balkets  fufpended  by  ribbons  ;  and 
at  the  fame  time  the  Palais-Royal  Patriots, 
waiting  news  of  their  deputation,  were 
holding  a  moft  tumultuous  and  burlefque 
fitting  near  the  Circus,  in  which  all  the 
orators  fpeaking  at  once  made  themfelves 
hoarfe  with  bawling  out  motions  which  no- 
body heard.  "  Will  you  follow  us  to  Ver-* 
failles,  Gentlemen  ?"  cried  one  of  them 
with  the  voice  of  a  Stentor.  "  Yes  !  yes  ! 
to  Verfailles  ! — to  Verfailles  !"  was  the  an- 
fwer ;  and  they  were  going  to  fet  off  for 
Verlailles,  when  another  orator  with  iron* 
lungs  roared  out — "  Hoi  what  are  we  go- 
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ing  to  do  there  ?" — (i  Going  to  do  !"  replied 
the  former ;  "to  afk  the  King  not  to  let  the 
military  chefl  of  the  French  Guards  be  any 
longer  in  the  hands  of  fcoundrels,  but  to  or- 
der it  to  be  left  to  the  care  of  the  Serjeants, 
and  not  of  the  Officers. "  This  proportion 
was  received  with  fuch  loud  and  continued 
burfts  of  laughter,  that  it  was  impoffible  to 
take  it  into  confideration.  The  propofer  be- 
ing urged  by  perfons  about  him  to  put  an 
end  to  the  laughing,  called  out — 41  Gentle- 
men, I  move  that  it  be  refolved  by  this 
auguft  Affembly,  that  he  who  does  not  keep 
filence  mall  immediately  be  baftinadoed.w 
The  auditors,  fearing  left  this  motion  mould 
be  executed  even  before  it  was  debated, 
fcampered  all  away,  and  put  an  end  to  the 
fitting. 

However  minute  thefe  details  may  appear, 
they  are  neverthelefs  neceffary,  to  fhow 
what  was,  from  the  very  beginning,  the 
weaknefs  and  timidity  of  the  Government  in 
preferring  the  Royal  authority,  the  au- 
dacity with  which  it  was  attacked,  the 
means  ufed  by  the  factious,  and  the  kind 
of  men  they  employed  as  their  principal 
agents. 

The  Affembly  of  the  Electors  of  Paris, 

who 
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who  ftill  continued  their  meetings,  hearing 
that  the  King  had  made  the  return  of  the 
eleven  French  Guards  to  prifon  the  condi- 
tion of  their  pardon,  refolved  that  a  depu- 
tation of  twenty- four  of  their  members 
fhould  be  difpatched  to  Verfailles,  and  not 
return  without  the  pardon  for  the  foldiers, 
who  had  furrendered  themfelves  at  the 
prifon  of  the  Abbaye :  but  his  Majefty  be- 
ing informed  of  this  refolution  fent  the 
pardon  as  foon  as  their  furrendcr  was  known, 
and  before  this  deputation  arrived  at  Ver- 
failles. 

This  act  of  clemency,  which  the  AfTem- 
fcly  confidered  as  an  infallible  means  of  re- 
{taring  order,  produced  the  contrary  effect. 
The  audacity  of  the  factious  and  the  fer- 
ment of  the  People  from  that  moment  ini 
creafed  rapidly,  and  in  the  moft  alarming 
manner.    Bands  of  plunderers,  fuch  as  are 
always  feen  affembling  or  fuddenly  appear- 
ing wherever  diforder  prevails,  excited  in- 
furrections  in  all  the  principal  towns,  on  the 
grounds  of  real  or  pretended  fcarcity.  The 
crowds  at  the  Palais-Royal  became  daily 
more  numerous,  and  their  motions  more  in- 
flammatory.   It  has  never  been  fully  afcer- 
tained  who  defrayed  the  expences  of  all  their 
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feditious  commotions ;  but  certain  it  is  they 
were  paid  for :  this  at  leaft  I  can  atteft,  that 
two  perfons  of  my  acquaintance,  going  out 
of  the  Palais-Royal,  whither  they  had  been 
led  to  mix  in  the  crowds  from  curiofity  to 
hear  the  motions,  found  in  their  pockets 
two  fix-livres  pieces  wrapt  up  in  paper,  on 
which  thefe  words  were  written:  "  Be  one 
of  us,  and  you  mail  never  want  money.5* 
If  fuch  were  the  pay  of  mere  lifteners, 
how  much  higher  muft  the  more  confiden- 
tial agents,  the  propofers  of  motions  and 
others,  have  been  rewarded  ! 

It  was  in  thefe  circumftances  that  the 
King,  convinced  that  the  only  means  of  re- 
ftaring  tranquillity  to  the  capital  was  the 
prefence  of  a  military  force  fufficient  to  awe 
the  movers  of  fedition,  ordered  feveral  re- 
giments to  march  towards  Paris.  Three 
were  encamped  on  the  Champ  de  Mars,  and 
the  others  Rationed  at  La  Muette,  Party, 
Seves,  St.  Denis,  and  other  villages.  Mar- 
fhal  Broglio  was  fummoned  to  Verfailles, 
and  appointed  Commander  in  chief  of  the 
forces  aflembled  in  the  Ifle  of  France. — 
He  ported  artillery  in  all  the  avenues  to  Ver- 
failles, and  ordered  conrtant  patrols  of  fuf- 
ficient force  to  protect  the  Palace  from  in- 
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fult.  The  fight  of  the  cannon,  and  the 
motion,  of  the  troops,  ftill  more  provoked 
and  alarmed  the  People,  and  alfo  the  greater 
number  of  the  Deputies.  Their  apprehen- 
fions  appeared  by  the  letters  with  which 
they  deluged  the  capital  and  provinces,  and 
in  which  they  charged  the  Miniftry  with 
the  maddeft  defigns  againft  the  Aflembly  ; 
fuch  as  of  firing  red-hot  balls  upon  the  Hall 
of  the  States,  of  blowing  it  up  with  bar- 
rels of  gunpowder,  and  the  like.  The  lead- 
ers at  the  Palais  -Royal  now  talked  only  of 
repelling  force  by.  force,  and  of  embodying 
and  arming  the  citizens  to  oppofe  the  mi- 
litary. At  the  fame  time  every  poilible 
means  was  made  life  of  to  corrupt  the  fol- 
diers  ;  thofe  who  came  and  mixed  with  the 
People  were  loaded  with  carefles,  while  the 
officers  were  always  groflly  infulted  when 
they  appeared  at  the  Palais-Royal. 

July  8.  At  this  critical  juncture,  Count 
Mirabeau,  who  no  doubt  had  his  reafons  for 
being  more  alarmed  than  any  other,  rofe  ab- 
ruptly in  the  middle  of  a  debate,  and  addref- 
fed  the  Aflembly  in  the  following  fpeech  : 

"  Veiy  powerful  mull:  ,be  the  motive 
that  could  prevail  on  me  to  interrupt  the 
debate,  but  you  will  pardon  my  ardour,  as  the 
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clanger  I  rife  to  give  notice  of  threatens  at 
once  the  liberty  of  the  Nation  and  of  the 
States-General,  and  involves  the  fafety  of 
the  Throne. 

"  I  have  fcarcely  had  time  to  collect:  my 
ideas,  but  your  knowledge  will  fupply  my 
deficiencies. 

"  Six  days  ago  you  entered  into  a  Refolu- 
tion  to  invoke  the  King's  clemency,  and  to 
befeech  him  to  employ  mild  means  in  or- 
der to  reftore  tranquillity  to  the  capital. 

tf  The  King  declared,  that  he  thought 
your  Refolution  full  of  wjfdom.  His '  an- 
fwer  contains  this  remarkable  exprefTion, 
c  While  you  have  confidence  in  me  all  will 
*  go  well*  The  King  afterwards  declared, 
in  a  letter  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Paris,  that 
as  foon  as  the  prifoners  had  furrendered  he 
would  be  guided  only  by  his  clemency. 

"  Thofe  expreffions,  full  of  comfort, 
raifed  confidence  and  reftored  tranquillity. 

"  The  letter  concluded  with  announcing, 
that  the  King  was  going  to  take  meafures  to 
prevent  commotions, 

"  From  this  we  might  have  been  tempted 
to  confider  what  meafures  they  might  be. 
Doubt  and  anxiety  would  have  been  the  firfl 
emotions,  and  thofe  would  have  led  us  to 
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befeech  his  Majefty  to  explain  what  thofe 
meafures  were. 

'*  I  mould  myfelf  have  made  a  motion 
upon  that  fubject,  had  I  not,  by  reading  over 
and  over  again  thofe  expreffions  full  of 
goodnefs  which  had  flowed  from  the  King's 
fenfibility,  been  fully  fatisfled  with  them. 

!/  But  what  has  been  the  fequel  of  this 
moderation  by  which  we  have  been  lulled 
to  fleep  ? 

"  In  thefe  moments  of  flumber,  troops 
have  been  collected,  trains  of  artillery 
brought  up,  regiments  are  on  their  march, 
five-and- thirty  thoufand  men  are  already  ar- 
rived, and  twenty  thoufand  more  are  ex- 
pected. 

M  The  communications  are  all  feized  up- 
on ;  the  highways,  paries,  bridges,  all  in- 
tercepted— our  very  walks  are  no  longer 
free  :  fecret  preparations,  dark  and  gloomy 
deflgns,  are  all  we  hear  of. 

"  Was  it  not  enough  that  the  fanctuary 
of  Liberty  had  been  ftained  ?  Was  it  not 
enough,  that  the  want  of  attention  to  the 
indifpenfabJe  conveniences  requifite  for  all 
ranks  and  all  men  had  marked  a  degrading 
contempt  for  the  majefty  of  the  Nation? 
Was  it  not  enough  that  the  Deputies  had 
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been  treated  like  ftrolling  players,  whofe 
barn  the  grand  mailer  metamorphofes  at  his 
pleafure  ?  But  muft  the  military  train  of 
defpotifrn  fpread '  alarm  through  the  whole 
nation — give  them,  if  I  may  fo  fay,  the 
fignal  of  civil  war,  and  infult  them  in  their 
Reprefentatives  ? 

"  And  were  we  alone  concerned,  would 
it  not  be  proper  that  we  mould  be  treated 
with  a  civility  worthy  the  Nation  we  re^ 
pre  fen  t  ? 

"  Is  it  forgotten  that  the  King  is  re- 
fpectable  in  proportion  as  the  Nation  is  re- 
fpected  ?  Is  it  forgotten  that  he  wifhes  to 
govern  only  free  men  ?  And  is  he  to  be  con- 
demned to  the  cruel  condition  of  defpots, 
woefully  doomed  never  to  know  the  fweet 
fenfation  of  confidence  ? 

44  Meafures  like  thefe  are  not  wanted  to 
reftore  tranquillity — it  is  reftored  ;  but,  ad- 
mitting the  commotions  to  be  true,  what 
need  is  there  for  a  camp  at  Verfailies,  for  a 
camp  under  the  walls  of  the  capital,  for 
parks  of  artillery  on  the  plains,  the  roads, 
the  bridges,  and  in  the  gardens  ? 

*  The  People  mow  figns  of  great  difor- 
der  *  the  gates  of  a  prifon  are  forced,  and 
prifoners  delivered  from  their  irons :  but  an 
-»  act 
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act  of  clemency  puts  a  flop  to  the  general 
turbulence;  the  people  difperfe,  order  is 
reftored,  and  the  prifoners  refume  their 
irons.  In  a  word,  the  King's  goodnefs  ef- 
fected what  the  cannon  of  armies  lone  ex- 
perienced  in  the  military  art,  and  led  by 
victorious  Generals,  could  not  have  ac- 
compli flied. 

"  Never  had  the  People  more  reafon  to 
be  fatisfied  than  at  this  moment.  They  have 
in  view  happinefs,  the  regeneration  of  their 
laws,  and  the  reform  of  abufes  under  which 
they  have  long  groaned.  Their  wifhes  and 
their  hopes  centre  in  this  AfTembly.  Nor 
did  this  pretended  infurrection,  which  is  to 
be  quelled  by  numerous  armies,  begin  be- 
fore the  military  retinue  of  the  Royal  Sit- 
ting had  every  where  fpread  apprehenflon 
'and  terror.  It  was  not  till  the  People  had 
feen  their  Deputies  in  danger  that  they  rhani- 
fefted  their  indignation. 

"  But  of  what  ufe  are  thefe  arms  and  this 
artillery,  that  every  moment  threaten  our 
heads  ?  Is  it  fuppofed  that  the  foldier  will 
turn  affaflin  at  the  nod  of  his  leaders  ?  Are 
the  advifers  of  thefe  difaftrous  meafures  fure 
of  conftantly  maintaining  military  rigour  ? 
Can  they  degrade  the  French  foldiers  fo  low 

as 


176 


ANNALS  OF   THE     [July  1789. 


as  to  make  them  the  mere  pafTive  minifters 
of  their  fury  ?  Is  it  imagined  that  they  will 
be  Ample  machines  ?  and  that  they  will  not 
perceive  that  they  are  cutting  the  throats  of 
their  brothers,  their  relations,  and  their 
friends  ? 

"  Or  is  it  to  infult,  to  difhonour  them, 
that  hordes  of  barbarians,  thirfting  for 
French  blood,  and  waiting  but  to  fhed  it, 
are  fummoned  from  the  receffes  of  the 
north  ?  Is  it  to  relieve  the  mifery  of  the. 
People  that  they  are  called  to  difpute  with  us 
a  fcanty  remainder  of  food,  fcarcely  enough 
to  avert  famine  for  a  few  hours  from  our-^ 
felves  ? 

"  The  consideration  of  thefe  circum- 
fiances,  of  which  I  have  given  a  very  hafty 
{ketch,  calls  upon  me,  in  confcience,  reafon, 
and  duty,  to  move — 

"  4  That  an  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  the 
King,  mowing  to  his  Majefty  the  great  ap- 
prehenfions  that  have  arifen  in  the  Affem- 
bly,  from  the  liberty  that  has  been  lately 
taken,  in  his  name,  to  collect  about  the  ca- 
pital and  Verfailles  a  train  of  artillery,  and  nu- 
merous corps  of  military,  foreign  as  well  as 
national,  fome  of  which  are  already  cantoned 
in  the  neighbouring  villages,  and  are  about 
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to  form  feveral  camps  in  the  environs  of 
the  two  towns. 

"  e  That  it  he  reprefented  to  the  King, 
that  thefe  meafures  are  not  only  oppoiite  to 
the  gracious  intentions  of  his  Majefty  for 
relieving  his  fubjects,  on  the  unfortunate 
occafion  of  the  dearth,  but  contrary  alfo  to 
the  liberty  and  honour  of  the  National 
Affembly,  and  calculated  to  deftroy  that 
confidence  between  the  King  and  his  Peo- 
pie,  which  forms  the  glory  and  fafety  of  the 
Monarchy,  which  alone  can  fecure  the 
peace  of  the  Kingdom,  and  at  length  pro-  - 
cure  for  the  Nation  the  inestimable  fruits 
which  they  expect  from  the  labours  and 
zeal  of  this  Affembly. 

"  «  That  his  Majefty  be  mofl  refpedfully 
entreated  to  remove  the  fears  of  his  faithful 
lubjecls,  by  giving neceffary  orders  for  put- 
ting an  immediate  Hop  to  thofe  meafures, 
equally  ufelefs,  dangerous,  and  alarming, 
and  for  the  fpeedy  removal  of  the  troops 
and  train  of  artillery  back  to  the  places 
whence  they  were  called. 

"  *  And  as  it  may  be  proper,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  diflurbance  and  dread  which 
thefe  meafures  have  created  in  the  minds  of 
the  People,  to  provide  for  the  maintenance 

of 
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of  the  peace,  his  Majefly  mall  be  entreated 
to  give  orders  that,  in  the  two  cities  of  Paris 
and  Verfailles,  there  be  forthwith  raifed 
bourgeois  guards,  who  under  command  of 
the  King  will  be  fully  fufficient  for  the 
purpofe,  without  augmenting  about  thefe 
towns,  already  opprelTed  with  the  cala- 
mities of  fcarcity,  the  number  of  con- 
fumers/  " 

This  motion  made  a  very  ftrong  impref- 
flon  on  the  Affembly,  and  was  adopted  al- 
moft  unanimoully,  except  the  article  rela- 
tive to  the  eftablifhrnent  of  a  bourgeois 
guard.  A  Committee  was  appointed  to 
draw  up  without  delay  the  Addrefs  to  the 
Kingj  and  Mirabeau  offering  one  which 
he  had  already  prepared,  it  was  adopted  with 
fome  flight  changes.  This  artful  Addrefs, 
to  which  the  fatal  error  of  the  majority  of 
the  AlTembly,  and  of  the  Nation  itfelf,  may 
be  afcribed,  was  not  the  work  of  a  few  mo- 
ments, whatever  Mirabeau  might  fay  :  we 
have  but  to  read  it  to  be  convinced  that  it 
was  very  profoundly  considered  : 


<  1 


Sire, 

"  You  have  invited  the  National  AlTem- 
bly to  repofe  its  confidence  in  you ;  which 

was 
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was  meeting  its  cleared  wifhes.  We  are 
come  to  ftate  our  alarm  to  your  Majefty. 
Had  we  the  weaknefs  to  fear  for  ourfelves, 
your  goodnefs  would  deign  even  in  that  cafe 
to  remove  our  fears ;  and  while  you  blamed 
us  for  doubting  your  intentions,  you  would 
attend  to  our  uneafinefs,  you  would  diilipate 
its  caufe,  you  would  leave  no  uncertainty  in 
the  fituation  of  the  National  Affembly. 

"  But,  Sire,  we  do  not  implore  your 
protection,  as  that  would  be  to  offend  your 
juftice. 

"  We  have  conceived  fears  j  and  we  dare 
to  affert,  that  they  arife  from  the  pureft  pa- 
triotifm,  from  the  intereft.  of  our  confti- 
tuents,  from  anxiety  for  public  tranquillity 
and  the  happinefs  of  a  beloved  Monarchy, 
who,  in  clearing  our  path  to  felicity,  well 
deferves  to  walk  in  it  himfelf  without  im- 
pediment. 

"  The  real  welfare  of  the  French,  Sire, 
lies  in  the  emotions  of  your  heart. 

"  When  troops  are  advancing  on  all  fides, 
when  camps  are  forming  about  us,  and  the 
capital  is  invefted,  we  afk  each  other,  with 
aftonilhment,  if  the  King  miftrufls  the  fide- 
lity of  his  People  ?  Could  he  have  doubted 
it,  would  he  not  have  made  his  paternal  ap- 
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prehenfions  known  to  us  ?  AVhat  means  this 
menacing  array  ?  Where  are  the  enemies,  of 
the  State  and  of  the  King,  who  are  to  be 
fubdued  ?  Where  are  the  rebels,  the  leaguers, 
that  are  to  be  reduced  ?  From  the  capital 
and  from  the  whole  kingdom  one  unani- 
mous voice  replies  :  We  love  our  King,  and 
hhfs  Heaven  for  his  affection. 

*'  Sire,  your  Majefty's  zeal  could  never 
have  been  abufed  but  under  colour  of  the 
public  good. 

M  If  they  who  have  given  thefe  counfels 
to  our  King  had  had  confidence  enough  in 
their  principles  to  have  laid  them  before  us, 
it  would  have  produced  a  glorious  triumph 
for  truth. 

*'  The  State  has  nothing  to  dread  but 
from  bad  principles,  which  dare  to  befet 
the  Throne  itfelf  without  refpecting  the 
confcience  of  the  purefl  and  mo  ft  virtuous 
of  Princes.  And  by  what  means,  Sire,  are 
they  able  to  make  you  doubt  the  attachment 
tmd  love  of  your  fubjects  ?  Have  you  been 
iavifh  of  their  blood  ?  Are  you  cruel  and 
implacable?  Have  you  perverted  juftice  ? 
Do  the  People  impute  their  misfortunes  to 
you  ?  Do  they  name  you  in  their  calamities  ? 
Have  you  been  told  that  the  Nation  is  im- 
patient 
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patient  of  your  yoke,  and  tired  of  the  fceptre 
of  the  Bourbons  ?  No,  this  has  not  been  told 
you  :  Calumny  is  not  abfurd  j  it  always  en- 
deavours to  colour  its  wickednefs  with  fbme 
fliow  of  probability. 

"  Your  Majefty  has  recently  feen  the 
power  you  have  over  your  people  :  fubordi- 
nation  is  re-eftablimed  in  the  agitated  Capi- 
tal ;  the  prifoners  releafed  by  the  multitude 
have  of  themfelves  returned  to  their  prifons ; 
and  public  order,  which,  if  force  had  been 
employed,  might  have  coft  a  torrent  of 
blood,  is  reftored  by  a  lingle  word  from  your 
lips.  But  that  word  was  a  word  of  peace; 
it  was  the  effufion  of  your  heart,  which  your 
fubjects  glory  in  never  refitting.  How  ex- 
alted is  the  exercife  of  fuch  an  empire !  it 
was  the  empire  of  Louis  IX.  of  Louis  XII. 
of  Henry  IV. — it  is  the  only  empire  worthy 
of  you. 

"  We  mould  deceive  you,  Sire,  if,  yield- 
ing to  circumftances,  we  were  not  to  add, 
that  this  empire  is  the  only  one  that  it  is 
now  poilible  to  exercife  in  this  country: 
France  will  not  fuffer  the  beft  of  kings  to  be 
impofed  upon,  and  diverted  by  unifier  views 
from  the  noble  plan  which  he  himfelf  has 
traced  out.    You  have  called  us  to  fettle  the 
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Conftitution  in  concert  with  you,  to  effect 
the  regeneration  of  the  kingdom;  the 
National  Affembly  come  to  allure  you 
folemnly  that  your  wifhes  mall  be  accom- 
plimed,  that  your  promifes  mail  not  be  vain, 
that  fnares,  difficulties,  terrors,  mall  not  re- 
tard their  progrefs,  mall  not  intimidate  their 
courage. 

"  Will  our  enemies  affect  to  afk,  '  Where 
can  be  the  danger  of  the  troops  ?  what  mean 
their  complaints,  if  their  courage  is  not  to  be 
fhaken?' 

M  The  danger,  Sire,  is  urgent,  is  general, 
is  beyond  all  calculation  of  human  forefight. 

"  The  danger  is  in  the  people  of  the  pro- 
vinces :  once  alarmed  for  our  liberty,  wc 
know  of  no  curb  that  can  reftrain  them. 
Diftance  alone  magnifies,  exaggerates,  dou- 
bles fufpjcion,  exafperates,  envenoms. 

"  The  danger  is  in  the  capital :  How  will 
the  people,  reduced  to  indigence  and  fuffer- 
ing  the  crueleft  pangs,  bear  to  fee  their  fcanty 
remainder  of  provifion  difputed  by  a  crowd 
of  frowning  foldiers  ?  The  fight  of  the 
troops  will  exafperate,  excite  and  produce  a 
o-eneral  fermentation;  and  the  flrft  act  of 
violence,  exercifed  under  the  pretence  of 

police, 
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police,  may  fet  fire  to  a  horrible  train  of 
misfortunes. 

"  The  danger  is  in  the  troops:  French 
Soldiers,  brought  near  to  the  centre  of  dif- 
cuflions,  and  participating  the  paffions  as 
well  as  the  interests  of  the  People,  may  for- 
get that  a  compact  has  made  them  foldiers, 
while  they  remember  that  Natuf e  made  them 
men. 

"  The  danger,  Sire,  threatens  the  labours 
which  are  our  firft  duty,  and  which  will  not 
be  attended  with  complete  fuccefs  and  real 
permanence,  but  as  the  People  fhall  confider 
them  as  free.  Befides,  there  is  a  contagion 
in  paflionate  emotions — we  are  but  men  : 
diitxuft  of  ourfelves,  and  the  dread  of  ap- 
pearing weak,  may  hurry  us  beyond  the 
goal.  We  too  mail  be  alfailed  with  violent 
and  indifcreet  counfels  :  cool  reafon  and  tran- 
quil wifdom  do  not  deliver  their  oracles 
amidft  tumult,  diforder,  and  factious  fcenes. 

"  The  danger,  Sire,  is  more  dreadful 
Mil:  judge  of  its  extent  by  the  alarm 
which  brings  us  before  you.  Great  Revo- 
lutions have  fprung  from  much  {lighter 
caufes:  more  than  one  enterprife  fatal  to 
nations  have  appeared  in  a  manner  lefs  un- 
toward and  lefs  formidable. 

CL2  "  Believe 
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"  Believe  not  thofe  who  fpeak  lightly  to 
you  of  the  Nation,  and  who  reprefent  it  to 
you  only  according  to  their  views;  fome- 
times  infolent,  rebellious,  feditious ;  and 
fometimes  fubmiflive,  docile  to  the  yoke, 
and  ready  to  bow  its  head  to  receive  it :  both 
thefe  reprefentations  are  equally  untrue. 

V*  The  Nation  is  ever  ready  to  obey  you, 
Sire,  becaufe  you  command  in  the  name  of 
the  Laws,  and  its  allegiance  is  as  unbounded 
as.it  is  unfufpedted. 

"  The  Nation  is  ready  to  refift  all  the  ar- 
bitrary commands  of  thofe  who  abufe  your 
name,  becaufe  they  are  enemies  to  the  laws : 
this  refiftance  is  enjoined  by  our  allegiance 
itfelf j  and  it  will  always  be  an  honour 
to  merit  reproaches  incurred  by  our  firm- 
nefs. 

"  Sire,  we  conjure  you  in  the  name  of  the 
Country,  in  the  name  of  your  happinefs  and  of 
your  glory,  to  fend  away  your  foldiers  to  the 
ports  from  which  your  advifers  have  brought 
them ;  to  fend  away  this  artillery,  which  is 
defigned  to  protect,  your  frontiers ;  above  all, 
to  fend  away  the  foreign  troops,  thofe  allies 
of  the  Nation,  whom  we  pay  to  defend,  not 
to  diflurb,  our  dwellings.  Your  Majefty  has 
no  need  of  them.    Why  fliould  our  King, 
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adored  by  twenty-five  millions  of  French- 
men, furround  his  Throne,  at  a  great  ex- 
pence,  with  a  few  thoufands  of  foreigners  ? 
Sire,  in  the  midft  of  your  children  be 
guarded  by  their  love.  The  Deputies  of  the 
Nation  are  called  to  confecrate  with  you  the 
eminent  rights  of  Royalty  upon  the  im- 
moveable bafis  of  the  liberty  of  the  People  : 
but  while  they  are  fulfilling  their  duty,  while 
they  are  yielding  to  their  reafon  and  their 
confcience,  would  you  expofe  them  to  the 
fufpicion  of  having  yielded  only  to  fear? 
The  authority  you  receive  from  our  affec- 
tion is  the  only  pure  and  immutable  one :  it 
is  the  juft  return  for  your  goodnefs,  and  the 
immortal  right  of  Princes  who  follow  your 
example." 

This  Addrefs  excited  the  moft  lively  and 
general  enthufiafmin  the  AfTembly.  It  was 
read  twice,  and  received  as  much  applaufe  on 
the  fecond  reading  as  on  the  firfr.  A  Depu- 
tation of  twenty-four  Members  was  imme- 
diately nominated  to  prefent  it  to  the  King. 
They  were  not  admitted  till  the  evening  of 
the  next  day,  when  his  Majefty  made  the 
following  reply : 

Q^3  "  No 
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"  No  one  is  unacquainted  with  the  dif- 
orders  and  fcandalous  fcenes  which  have 
been  acted  repeatedly  at  Paris  and  Verfailles, 
under  my  eyes  and  under  thofe  of  the  States- 
General.    It  is  necelTary  that  I  mould  make 
ufe  of  the  means  which  are  in  my  power  to 
reftore  and  maintain  order  in  the  Capital  and 
in  its  neighbourhood  :  to  guard  the  public 
peace  is  one  of  my  principal  duties.  Thefe 
are  the  motives  which  have  induced  me  to 
aflemble  troops  near  Paris.    You  may  allure 
the  States-General,  that  they  are  only  de- 
ligned  to  fupprefs,  or  rather  to  prevent,  com- 
motions; to  maintain  good  order  and  the 
adminiftration  of  the  laws ;  and  to  fecure  and 
protect  the  liberty  which  ought  to  reign  in 
your  debates,  and  from  which  not  only  all 
conflraint  mould  be  removed,  but  all  appre- 
henfion  of  tumult  and  of  violence.  None 
but  the  ill-difpofed  could  lead  my  people  to 
mifinterpret  the  real  motives  of  the  meafures 
of  precaution  I  am  taking.    I  have  con- 
ftantly  endeavoured  to  do  all  that  can  tend  to 
their  happinefs,  and  I  have  ever  had  caufe  to 
be  allured  of  their  love  and  allegiance. 

f  *  If  however  the  necelfary  prefence  of  the 
troops  in  the  environs  of  Paris  occafion  Hill 

any 


^1^1789.]      FRENCH  REVOLUTION.  187 

any  umbrage,  I  fhall  have  no  objection,  on 
the  Affembly's  requefting  it,  to  remove  the 
States-General  to  Noyon  or  Soiffons ;  and 
in  that  cafe  I  would  go  to  Compiegn^,  in 
order  to  keep  up  the  communication  be* 
tween  us." 

This  was  not  the  anfwer  wifhed  by  the 
Popular  Faction ;  but  all  the  wife  and  rea- 
fonable  members  of  the  Aflembly  were  fatis- 
fied  with  it,  and  the  reft  were  obliged  to  fub~ 
mit,  as  the  alternative  was  a  removal,  which 
would  have  difconcerted  all  their  plans.  Be- 
fides,  they  flattered  themfelves  that  they 
mould  foon  find  the  means  of  conftraining 
the  King  to  yield  on  this  article  as  they  had 
done  on  all  the  reft. 

The  flrft  manoeuvre  by  which  they  at- 
tempted to  accomplifh  their  defign  was,  to 
fpread  frefli  alarms  refpecting  the  fcarcity  of 
provifions,  and  the  pretended  rapidity  of  its 
progrefs,  which  their  trufty  Journalifts,  and 
the  incendiaries  of  the  Palais-Royal,  afcribed 
to  the  enormous  confumption  made  by  the 
troops  cantoned  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Paris.  Mr.  Necker  contributed  in  no  fmall 
degree  to  countenance  this  opinion,  by  the 
Memorial  (an  imprudent  one,  to  fay  theleaft 
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of  it)  which  he  fent  on  the  10th  of  July  to 
the  Committee  of  Subfiftence  j  and  in  which 
he  announced,  that  the  whole  Court  and  the 
King  himfelf  were  to  be  reduced  to  eating- 
rye-bread.  He  concluded  his  Memorial  with 
this  defponding  phrafe :  "  When  men  have 
done  every  thing  in  their  power,  it  only  re- 
mains for  them  to  fubmit  with  patience  to 
the  laws  of  Neceffity,  and  to  the  decrees  of 
Providence." 

The  Orleans  Faction  did  not  let  flip  this 
occafion  to  increafe  the  affection   of  the 
populace  for  that  Prince.    On  the  fame  day, 
the  10th  of  July,  a  pretended  Motion  of  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  for  the  relief  of  the  People 
was  cried  through  all  the  ftreets  of  the 
Capital.    In  this  paper  it  was  faid,  that  he 
had  offered  the  Committee  of  Subfiftence  a 
Turn  of  300,000  livres,  to  prevent  the  price  of 
bread  from  riling,  and  to  flop  the  progrefs 
of  the  dearth.    The  moll  enthufiaftic  praifes 
were  lavifhed  upon  him,  as  if  he  had  been 
the  guardian  angel  of   France.     To  his 
modefty,  and  not  to  his  incapacity,  was  af- 
cribed  his  refufal  of  being  Prefident,  to  which 
office  the  AfTembly  had  appointed  him  fome 
days  before.  His  adherents,  not  fatisfied  with 
forgetting  the  vices  that  had  hitherto  ftained 

the 
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the  whole  courfe  of  his  life,  even  dared  to 
talk  of  his  virtues.  The  virtues  of  the 
Duke  of  Orleans! — Alas!  he  was  but  too 
perfect  in  all  thofe  which  Revolutionary 
Patriotifm  has  confecrated,  and  efpecially 
that  of  familiarifing  himfelf  to  the  greateft- 
crimes. 


CHAP- 
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The  Convent  of  St.  Lazarus  burnt — The 
Garde-meuble  of  the  Crown  pillaged — 
The  Prifoners  of  the  Hotel  de  la  Force 
fet  at  Liberty  by.  the  People — Infurretlioji 
among  thofe  of  the  Chatelet — General 
Diforder — The  Ele&ors  of  Paris  make 
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them/elves  Mqfters  of  all  the  Authority — 
Bourgeois  Militia  provifionally  embodied 
— Inadlivity  of  the  Miniflers—Conduft  of 
the  AJfembly — Firmnefs  of  the  King — 
Motion  by  M.  de  la  Fayette — Permanent 
Sitting  of  the  Affemblyt  and  of  the 
Patriots  of  the  Palais-Roy aL 

IVIr.  Necker's  conduct  was  perhaps  more 
imprudent  than  treacherous ;  but  there  was 
too  much  vanity  in  his  morality,  too  much 
faftidioufnefs  in  his  politics,  and  too  much 
ambition  in  his  popularity,  to  allow  the  re- 
eftablimment  of  the  Royal  authority  to  be 
his  work ;  and  it  is  even  very  doubtfuljwhether 
it  was  his  object.  It  is  certain,  that  all  the 
parties  labouring  to  fubvert  the  Monarchy, 
or  at  leaf!  to  change  the  nature  of  it,  depended 
upon  the  fupport  or  on  the  indulgence  of 
that  Minifter,  and  that  the  ftaunch  Royalifts 
had  no  reliance  upon  him.  Thefe  motives 
at  length  determined  the  King  to  remove 
him;  and  on  Saturday  morning,  the  nth 
of  July,  M*  de  Montmorin  carried  him  a 
letter  from  his  Majefty,  in  which  he  dif- 
miifed  him,  and  ordered  him  to  leave  the 
kingdom.  Mr.  Necker  kept  his  difgrace  a 
profound  fecret,  even  from  his  wife,  and  re- 
ceived 
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ceived  company  that  day  at  dinner  as  ufual, 
Thofe  who  dined  with  him  did  not  perceive 
the  leaft  alteration  in  his  countenance.  After 
dinner  his  wife-and  daughter  invited  him  to 
take  a  ride  to  the1  Val,  a  country-houfe,  litu- 
ated  in  the  foreft  of  St.  Germain,  belong- 
ing to  Madame  de  Beauvau,  an  intimate 
friend  of  Mrs.  Keeker's.  He  confented,  and 
went  into  the  carriage  with  his  wife  j  but  in- 
stead of  going  to  the  Val,  he  took  the  road 
to  BrufTels  in  order  to  be  the  fooner  out  of 
the  kingdom. 

At  eleven  o'clock,  the  fame  night,  the 
Banditti  who  were  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Paris  went  in  crowds  to  the  parts  of  the  town 
about  La  Nouvelle  France  and  La  Petite 
Pologne,  and  concluded  their  incurfions  by 
burning  the  barrier  in  the  Chaujfee  d'Antin. 
Mr.  Necker's  departure,  however,  was  not  yet 
known  at  Paris,  which  proves  that  his  dif- 
grace  was  by  no  means  the  caufe  nor  the  pre- 
-  text  for  this  infurredtion,  which  was  evidently 
projected  before ;  and  the  burning  of  the 
Palais-Bourbon  was  to  have  been  the  fignal 
of  a  o-eneral  rebellion,  had  not  Mr.  Neckerh 
difmiffion  happened  at  the  moment  fixed  for 
its  breaking  out.  A  Deputy  who  was  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Breton  Club  (one  Coroller)  con- 
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fefled  that  fuch  was  the  plan  of  the  rebels; 
and  his  confeffion  is  confirmed  by  the  depo- 
fition  of  feveral  witneftes,  taken  on  the  trial 
at  the  Chatelet  for  the  offences  committed  on 
the  5th  and  6th  of  Gclober*. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Necker's  departure  did 
not  take  wind  in  Paris  till  the  12th,  at  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning ;  and  then  it  was 
fpoken  of  with  caution  and.  myftery,  as  one 
of  thofe  outrageous  attempts  of  which  it  is 
not  always  prudent  to  appear  too  much  in 
the  fecret.  The  news  was  not  confirmed  till 
between  eleven  and  twelve,  by  perfons  com- 
ing from  Ver failles  to  the  Palais- Royal, 
where  the  concourfe  of  Patriots  was  fuch, 
that  it  was  hardly  polTible  to  take  half  a 
dozen  fteps  in  the  garden  without  being 
flopped  by  a  group.  In  the  middle  of  this 
immenfe  crowd,  Camille  Defmoulins,  one 
of  the  moll:  inflammatory  Demoniacs  of  the 
Revolution,  mounting  upon  a  table,  cried  out 
with  a  thundering  voice :  Citizens,  there 
is  not  a  moment  to  be  loft :  Mr.  Necker  is 
difmifted;  this  difmiflion  is  the  alarm-bell 
for  another  St.  Bartholomew  of  Patriots : 

*  See  the  Depofitions  of  MefTrs.  Guilherml,  Du- 
fraijje,  Duchey,  and  Tailhardat  de  la  Maifonneirje. 
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to-night  all  the  Swifs  and  German  battalions 
will  come  from  the  Champ  de  Mars,  and 
cut  our  throats. — We  have  but  one  refource 
left  j  that  is,  to  fly  to  arms,  and  wear  a  cockade 
by  which  we  may  know  one  another/ ' 
Several  motions  were  made  refpecting  the 
colour  of  this  cockade,  and  green  was 
adopted,  as  being  that  of  Hope.  *'  Friends," 
re  fumed  then  the  fpeaker,  "  the  fignal  is 
given :  I  already  fee  the  Satellites  and  fpies 
of  the  police  flaring  me  in  the  face,  but  I 
will  not  fall  into  their  hands  alive. "  As  he 
faid  this,  he  drew  two  piitols  from  his 
pocket,  and,  mowing  them  to  the  crowd, 
cried:  "  Let  every  Citizen  follow  my  ex- 
ample." Fury  was  at  its  height,  but  thofe 
who  were  agitated  by  it  did  not  yet  know 
upon  whom,  or  how,  to  vent  it.  The  ruf- 
fians who  the  evening  before  had  burnt  the 
barriers  of  the  Chauffee  d'Antin  went  off  to 
the  Barrier c  Blanche  to  fet  that  on  fire;  but  a 
detachment  of  fifty  men  from  the  regiment 
of  Royal- Allemand  came  up  in  time  to 
prevent  them.  It  was  alfo  neceffary  to  fend 
ailiftance  to  the  other  barriers,  which  were 
almoit.  all  threatened  at  the  fame  time,  and 
feveral  were  burnt. 

In 
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In  the  afternoon,  the  fermentation  was 
farther  increafed  at  the  Palais  Royal  by  the 
news  of  the  difmiilion  of  the  three  minifters 
who  were  fuppofed  to  be  the  mofl  devoted  to 
Mr.  Necker,  namely,  M.  de  Montmorin, 
M.  de  la  Luzerne,  and  M.  de  St.  Priefl, 
and  debates  were  begun  upon  the  outrages, 
more  or  lefs  violent,  that  ought  to  fignalife 
the  vengeance  of  the  people,  when  a  large 
mob  fuddenly  ruining  into  an  adjoining  hall, 
where  fome  wax  figures  were  exhibited, 
bore  off  the  buffo  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans 
and  Mr.  Necker,  placed  them  upon  the  fame 
frame,  and  crofling  the  garden  went  into  the 
ftreet  Richelieu,  towards  the  Boulevards, 
crying  out  as  they  went  along,  "  Off  hats  ! 
Vive  Necker/  Vive  le  Due  d? Orleans  I" 
compelling  every  body  they  met  in  their  way 
to  bow  to  the  bulls. 

This  proceffion,  amounting  to  three  or  four 
thoufand  ragged  banditti,  armed  with  pif- 
tols,  old  guns,  rufty  cutlalTes,  loaded  cud- 
gels, fpits,  axes,  pitchforks,  and  pikes, 
walked  quickly  along  and  without  any  order. 
On  each  fide  of  the  frame  was  a  kind  of 
black  flag  bordered  with  white.  From  time 
to  time  parties  of  them  left  this  crowd  to  run 
to  the  different  places  of  amufement,  and 

2  threaten 


]g6  AXXALS   OF  THE       [July  1789. 

threaten  to  fet  them  on  fire  if  they  were  not 
fhut  up.  Thefe  ruffians  in  their  way  broke 
into  the  gunfmiths'  {hops,  and  carried  off  the 
arms. 

A  detachment  of  Royal- Ailemand,  fent  to 
difperfe  this  mob,  received  a  volley  from  the 
French  Guards  as  they  were  paffing  their 
quarters  on  the  Chdujfce  d'Antin,  Hopped  to 
return  it,  and  continued  their  march  with- 
out quickening  their  pace.'  There  were  fome 
foldiers  killed  and  wounded  on  both  fides, 
but  fewer  on  the  fide  of  the  regiment  of 
Royal-Allemand  than  on  "that  of  the  French 
Guards. 

The  detachment  marched  to  the  Place 
Louis  XV.  and  there  found  a  body  of  dra- 
goons who  had  been  difperfing  the  proceffion. 
The  two  bufts  were  broken  to  pieces ;  and 
the  populace  in  their  fright  taking  refuge  in 
the  garden  of  the  Thuilleries,  the  Prince  de 
Lambefc  purfued  them  thither,  at  the  head 
of  the  detachment  of  Royal-Allemand,  ac- 
cording to  the  orders  he  received  from  M.  de 
Buzenval.  This  fmall  troop  coming  up  to 
the  head  of  the  Pont-toumant,  (or  turning 
bridge)  at  the  extremity  of  the  garden,  found 
a  kind  of  barricade,  haflily  formed  by  chairs 
heaped  upon  one  another :  while  they  were 
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removing  this  obftacle,  they  received  a 
mower  of  ft  ones,  broken  chairs,  and  bottles, 
from  the  two  terraces,  between  which  the 
Prince  de  Lambefc  drew  up  his  troop,  keep- 
ing conftantly  at  their  head.  Some  guns  and 
piftols  were  difcharged  at  them,  which  did 
no  hurt;  but  feveral  of  the  troopers  were 
much  bruifed  by  the  things  that  had  been 
thrown  at  them,  and  an  officer  was  feverely 
wounded  by  a  ftone. 

The  Prince  de  Lambefc,  keeping  at  fix 
paces  from  the  bridge,  according  to  the 
order  of  M.  de  Buzenval,  oppofed  only  a 
fteady  front  to  the  aggreflions  of  the  popu- 
lace. Seeing  that  this  poft  became  unten- 
able, and  that  it  was  impoflible  for  him  any 
longer  to  reftrain  his  troopers  from  repelling 
force  by  force,  he  gave  the  order  for  re- 
treating out  of  the  garden.  At  the  fame  in- 
ftant  a  cry  was  heard  from  all  fides  of,  turn 
the  bridge,  turn  the  bridge ;  and  fome  per- 
fons,  in  confequence,  ran  and  began  to  do  it. 
The  Prince  de  Lambefc,  juftly  fearing  that  a 
moft  bloody  carnage  would  be  the  inevitable 
confequence  of  it,  ordered  fome  piftols  to 
be  fired  in  the  air  towards  the  bridge,  to 
awe  thofe  who  were  ftriving  to  turn  it.  As 
the  report  of  this  volley  did  not  deter  them, 
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he  rode  up  himfelf,  and  with  his  fabre  ftruck 
one  of  thofe  who  were  working  hardeft. 
The  man  ran  off ;  and  the  Prince  pafling  the 
bridge  with  his  detachment  into  the  Place 
Louis  XV.  drew  up  near  the  Statue,  and, 
being  foon  joined  by  the  Swifs  regiment 
of  Chateauvieux,  took  his  port  with  this 
force  near  the  Garde-meubley  where  he 
remained  fome  time,  having  placed  the 
infantry  before  him.  At  ten  at  night  M. 
de  Buzenval  difmiffed  a  part  of  the  troops 
to  their  quarters,  and  fent  the  reft  to  Ver- 
failles. 

Thefe  facts  being  all  judicially  confirmed 
by  the  trial  that  was  inftituted  againft  M.  de 
Buzenval,  prove  how  much  the  Prince  de 
Lambefc's  conduct  was  calumniated  by  all 
the  Journalifls  who  mentioned  it,  and  what 
little  confidence  is  due  to  writers  of  that 
clafs  in  times  of  Revolution,  even  when  their 
accounts  agree. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  paint  the  difor- 
der,  fermentation,  and  alarm,  that  prevailed 
in  the  capital  during  this  dreadful  day.  A 
city  taken  by  ftorm,  and  delivered  up  to  the 
foldiers'  fury,  could  not  prefent  a  more  dread- 
ful picture.  Imagine  detachments  of  cavalry 
and  dragoons  making  their  way  through  dif- 
ferent 
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ferent  parts  of  the  town,  at  full  gallop,  to 
the  pofts  affigned  them ;  trains  of  artillery 
rolling  over  the  pavement  with  a  monftrous 
noife;  bands  of  ill-armed  ruffians  and  wo- 
men drunk  with  brandy  running  through 
the  ftreets  like  furies,  breaking  the  fhops 
open,  and  fpreading  terror  every  where  by 
their  howlings,  mingled  with  frequent  re- 
ports from  guns  or  piftols  fired  in  the  air ; 
all  the  barriers  on  fire  ;  thoufands  of  fmug- 
glers  taking  advantage   of  the  tumult  to 
hurry  their  goods  in  ;  the  alarm-bell  ring- 
ing in  almofr.  all  the  churches ;   a  great 
part  of  the  citizens  {hutting  themfelves  up 
at  home,  loading  their  guns,  and  burying 
their  money,  papers,  and  valuable  effects, 
in  cellars  and  gardens;   and,  during  the 
night,  the  town  paraded  by  numerous  patrols 
of  citizens  of  every  clafs,  and  even  of  both 
fexes,   for  many  women  were  feen  with 
mufkets  or  pikes    upon    their  moulders. 
Such  is  the  exact  picture 'of  the  ftate  of 
Paris  on  the  12th  of  July.    At  Verfailles 
the  new   MjnifTry  were   bufily  debating, 
fometimes  in  the   Council,   fometimes  in 
Committees,  without  knowing  what  refolu- 
tion  to  take.  The  General  Officers  were  con- 
flantly  going  for  orders,  were  made  to  wait 
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long,  and  received  none  at  laft.  The  appre- 
henfion  that  the  ruffians  might  come  to  Ver* 
failles,  made  them  at  length  adopt  the  mea- 
fure  of  cutting  off  all  communication  with 
Paris.  Cannon  and  detachments  of  troops 
were  ported  upon  the  bridges  of  Seves  and 
St.  Cloud,  and  in  all  the  avenues.  No  one 
was  allowed  to  go  beyond  thofe  bounds,  fo 
that  before  the  clofe  of  the  day  all  commu- 
nication between  the  Court  and  the  Capital 
ivas  completely  fufpended. 

The  King  could  not  have  difmiiTed  Mr. 
Necker  at  a  more  critical  juncture  than  that 
in  which  the  People,  alarmed  with  famine, 
fixed  all  their  hopes  on  the  attentions  of  that 
Minifter,  and  on  the  credit  and  refources 
they  attributed  to  him ;  the  very  day  too 
of  his  difmiffion  increafed  the  danger*. 
An  event  which  on  a  holiday  or  on  a  Sunday 
would  produce  an  infurreclion  is  fcarcely  at- 
tended to  on  any  other  day,  becaufe  the 
clafs  of  people  that  live  by  daily  labour,  and 
thofe  who  are  in  their  mops,  do  not  quit 
their  work  to  alTemble  riotoufly,  and  create 

#  The  12th  of  July,  the  day  on  which  the*  news  of 
Mr.  Necker  s  difmifiion  was  known  at  Paris,  happened 
to  be  Sunday. 
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infurrections ;  but  wherever  leifure  or  their 
affairs  draw  them  together  in  great  numbers 
in  the  fquares,  walks,  or  any  public  place, 
the  mob  is  already  formed,  and  a  violent 
motion,  with  a  few  glaffes  of  brandy,  is 
enough  to  make  them  riotous.  Perfons  em- 
ployed in  the  police  of  great  towns  can  cor- 
roborate the  truth  of  this  obfervation,  and 
my  own  experience  has  taught  me  how 
much  it  merits  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment, particularly  in  times  of  trouble  and 
fermentation. 

The  choice  of  the  juncture  and  of  the  day 
for  difmifling  Mr.  Necker  was  not  the  only 
imprudence  attending  the  advice  given  to 
the  King.    It  was  a  much  more  ferious  er- 
ror, to  propofe  that  fo  hazardous  a  ftep 
mould  be  taken  before  his  Majefty  had  had 
time  to  refolve  and  prepare  the  meafures 
and  precautions  that  might  enfure  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  fuch  a  determination,  or  at  leaft  pre- 
vent its  fatal  confequences.  It  is  yet  doubted 
whether  Mr.  Nccker's  fucceffor  had  any 
other  plan,  any  other  object,  than  that  of  be- 
coming Prime  Minifter,  It  was  certainly  not 
cafy  to  conceive,  and  ftill  lefs  to  execute,  a 
plan  by  which  the  King's  fafety  and  the 
prefervation  of  the  Monarchy  itfelf  might 
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be  fecured  ;  but  fuch  being  the  talk  impofed 
upon  the  fuccefTor  of  Mr.  Necker,  it  was 
the  duty  of  every  man  of  honour,  of  every 
good  fervant  of  the  King,  to  decline  it  if  he 
had  the  leaft  doubt  of  performing  it.  The 
Baron  de  BreteuiL,  more  convinced  than 
any  one  elfe  of  being  polTerTed  of  the  ta- 
lents requifite  for  the  juncture,  did  not  he- 
iitate  to  become  Prime  Minifter ;  and  the 
confequences  of  his  prefumption  have  been 
very  difaftrous. 

The  Revolution,  though  in  its  cradle  at 
that  time,  affumed  one  of  its  diftinguifhing 
characters.  The  Pariiians,  in  arming  the 
populace  and  ruffians  in  order  to  oppofe 
them  to  the  troops  of  the  line,  were  anxious 
to  anticipate  a  danger  with  which  they  wrere 
not  threatened,  and  thought  nothing  of  that 
ariflng  from  putting  the  public  force  into 
the  hands  of  thofe  who  mould  always  be 
awed  by  it.  The  confequence  was,  that 
next  day,  July  13th,  at  three  in  the  morn- 
ing, an  immenfe  crowd,  armed  with  clubs, 
bludgeons,  and  pikes,  under  pretence  of  the 
dearth  of  provifions,  attacked  the  convent 
of  St.  Lazarus,  crying  out  —  "  Bread!" 
4i  bread!"  The  monks  immediately  caufed 
all  the  provifions  of  every  kind  they  could 
procure  to  be  diftributed.    After  fatisfying 
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their  hunger,  but  more  particularly  their 
thirft,  the  ruffians  demanded  arms  for  the 
defence  of  the  Tiers- Etat ;  and  pretending 
to  believe  that  there  were  fome  concealed  in 
the  houfe,  they  broke  open  every  door,  pil- 
laged the  church,  the  library,  the  corn-lofts 
and  cellars,  fet  two  prifoners  at  liberty  that 
had  been  fent  to  St.  Lazarus  for  correction, 
and  likewife  all  the  mad  people  that  were 
confined  there.  When  they  had  completely 
plundered  the  houfe  they  fet  fire  to  it ;  and 
if  400  of  the  French  Guards,  who  were 
fortunately  paffing  through  that  quarter  at 
the  time  of  the  fire,  had  not  protected  the 
fire-men  at  their  work  and  driven  the  rioters 
away,  all  that  part  of  the  town  would  have 
been  reduced  to  ames. 

Under  the  fame  pretence  of  fearching  for 
concealed  arms,  the  doors  of  feveral  of  the 
convents  were  broken  open ;  but  the  pillage 
was  more  moderate,  and  the  houfes  were  not 
fet  on  fire.  While  thefe  enterprifes  againft 
private  property  were  executed  at  once  by 
feveral  gangs  of  rioters,  the  populace  hav- 
ing forced  the  doors  of  the  Garde-meuble 
carried  off  all  the  rich  and  curious  arms 
that  were  there  depofited,  though  the 
greater  part  of  them  could  be  of  no  ufe. 

R  4  The 
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The  other  valuable  effects  preferved  there 
would  not  have  efcaped  the  pillage,  but 
for  the  oppofition  of  a  miferable  creature, 
almoft  naked,  who  had  gone  in  with  the 
crowd,'  and  who  cried  out,  with  a  voice 
ftrong  enough  to  awe  the  plunderers  :  *'  No 
"  pillaging,  comrades;  we  are  not  thieves  : 
"  all  this  belongs  to  the  Nation. "  Thefe 
words,  repeated  by  the  populace,  faved  the 
Garde-mcuble. 

At  the  fame  time  another  gang  of  rioters 
befieged  the  prifon  de  la  Force.  The  officer 
who  commanded  the  detachment  employed 
to  guard  it,  having  reprefented  to  M.  de 
Buzenval  that  he  was  not  in  a  ftate  to  refill: 
the  multitude,  received  a  note  in  anfwer, 
intimating  "  that  the  beft  thing  to  be  done 
•1  was  to  withdraw  his  men  prudently,  and  in 
44  fuch  a  manner  as  that  they  lliould  neither 
"  be  alfaulted  nor  abufed."  The  officer  did 
not  hefitate  to  follow  the  advice  given  him 
in  this  note,  the  original  of  which  remained 
in  the  hands  of  the  Warden  :  he  concealed 
his  drefs  under  a  common  great  coat,  and 
went  off  by  a  private  door.  The  doors  of 
the  prifon  not  being  defended  were  foon 
broken  down,  and  all  the  prifoners  confined 
for  debt  were  immediately  releafed ;  thofe 

who 
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who  were  detained  for  offences  againft  the 
police,  and  the  women  of  a  loofe  life,  were 
not  fet  at  liberty  till  the  afternoon. 

The  criminals  confined  in  the  prifon  of 
the  Chatelet,  hearing  of  what  had  paused  at 
the  Hotel  de  la  Force,  were  every  moment 
in  expectation  of  their  fetters  being  taken 
off.    Growing  impatient  at  neither  feeing 
nor  hearing  of  any  fuccour  intended  for 
them,  they  attempted  to  procure  their  own 
liberty,  dug  up  the  pavement  of  the  court, 
and  appeared  at  the  doors,  armed  with  flones, 
broken  benches,  and  whatever  they  could 
lay  their  hands  upon;  fome  of  them  even 
had  piftols  and  hangers,  which  had  been 
brought  to  them.    The  keeper,  alarmed  at 
their  outrageous  cries  and  menaces,  went 
to  his  window,  and  called  the  rioters  who 
were  palling  the  ftreet,  to  his  affiftance;  and 
it  is  remarkable,  that  thofe  very  people, 
molt,  of  whom  had  joined  in  releafing  the 
prifoners  of  the  Hotel  de  la  Force,  took 
equal  pains  in  bringing  the  prifoners  of  the 
Chatelet  to  order.    They  caufed  the  outer- 
door  to  be  opened,  fired  on  the  prifoners, 
killed  and  wounded  a  great  number  of  them, 
and  then  went  into  the  court  and  difarmed 
the  reft. 

It 
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It  was  rendering  the  capital  an  effential 
fervice,  to  reftrain  in  fetters  many  hundreds 
of  afiaflins  and  highway  robbers,  whofe 
irruption  would  have  been  marked  by  innu- 
merable crimes.  But  this  fervice  was  not  dif- 
interefted  in  thofe  who  rendered  it ;  they  had 
no  need  of  auxiliaries  in  their  plunder,  and 
it  was  important  to  them  not  to  affociate  in 
it  experienced  rogues,  who  would  have  ap- 
propriated the  better  part  of  the  booty. 

The  gangs  of  plunderers  that  were  run- 
ning through  the  ftreets  were  every  inftant 
increafing  and  gaining  ftrength.  Their  vo- 
ciferations and  menaces  terrified  and  put  to 
flight  all  the  peaceable  citizens.  The 
diforder  and  uproar  had  rifen  to  fuch  a 
pitch  of  violence,  that  the  alarm-bell, 
which  had  never  ceafed  ringing,  was 
fcarcely  heard ;  and  while  all  thefe  enor- 
mities were  committing,  M.  de  Buzen- 
vaU  who  had  at  his  difpofal  a  force  more 
than  fufficient  to  fupprefs- them,  and  who 
was  particularly  charged  to  maintain  the 
order  and  tranquillity  of  the  capital,  kept 
all  the  troops  under  his  command  completely 
inactive. 

The  Parifians,  convinced  that  they  had  to 
defend  themfelves  at  the  fame  time  from  the 

Rabble 
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Rabble  and  from  the  Government,  awoke 
from  the  flate  of  ftupor  into  which  they  had 
fallen,  and  attempted  to  undertake  their  fe- 
curity  themfelves,  but  did  not  at  firfh  know 
how  to  fet  about  it.  They  fliut  the  mops, 
but  the  rioters  broke  them  open  ;  they  wore 
the  green  cockade,  and  the  rioters  wore  it 
too.  The  Electors  dexteroufly  feized  this 
critical  moment  to  make  themfelves  mailers 
of  all  the  authorities.  They  affembled  at  the 
Hotel  de  Ville,  under  the  title  of  Provifwnal 
Magijirates ;  and  Proclamations  publifhed 
by  their  order  in  every  ftreet  invited  all  the 
citizens  to  repair  to  their  refpective  diflridts. 
Thefe  ran  in  crowds  to  the  church  where 
the  AfTemblies  were  held  for  the  elections 
of  members  to  the  States-General.  An 
active  and  continual  correfpondence  was  im- 
mediately eftablifhed  between  the  Diftricts 
and  the  Electoral  AiTembly ;  the  latter  of 
which,  without  lofing  a  moment,  appointed 
a  ftanding  Committee  to  attend  night  and 
day  to  the  re-eftablifhment  of  order,  and 
to  employ  themfelves  in  fpeedily  forming  a 
Parifian  Bourgeois  Militia,  the  number  of 
which  was  provisionally  fettled  at  48,000 
men.  They  alfo  erected  different  offices,  to 
which  they  referred  all  objects  of  public 

utility, 
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utility,  and  particularly  the  meafures  to  be 
taken  for  fupplying  Paris  with  provisions. 
Each  of  the  Diftricts  likewife  eflablifhed  a 
landing  Committee.  M.  de  Flejfelles,  the 
Prevot  des  Marchands,  was  Prefident  of 
that  of  the  Electors.  M.  de  Crofne,  the 
Lieutenant  of  Police,  was  fummoned  by  them 
to  give  inftructions  relative  to  the  fupplies 
for  Paris  :  he  attended,  gave  all  the  infor- 
mation required  of  him,  and  then  refigned 
his  office.  This  Committee  then  employed 
themfelves  with  the  greateft  activity  in  the 
embodying  and  training  of  the  Parifian  Mi- 
litia, and  immediately  publifhed  the  Refoliu 
tion  they  had  taken  to  this  effect,  which  in 
an  inftant  changed  the  fituation  of  the  ca- 
pital. 

The  preamble  of  this  Refolution  had  all 
the  concifenefs  of  the  befl  eflablifhed  So- 
vereignty, and  ran  thus  :  "  The  notoriety 
£<  of  the  diforders  and  excefTes  committed 
**  by  feveral  mobs  having  determined  the 
"  General  AfTembly  to  re-eflablifh  the  Pa- 
"  rifian  Militia,  it  is  ordered  as  follows." 

This  Refolution  divided  the  rounds  of  the 
fixty  Diftricts  of  Paris  into  fixteen  quar- 
ters, raifed  fixteen  legions  bearing  each  the 
name  of  one  of  the  fixteen  quarters  refpec- 
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tively,  and  compofed  in  the  following  man- 
ner, twelve  of  four  battalions,  and  four  of 
three;  in  all  fixty  battalions,  confining  of 
four  companies  each,  containing  two  hun* 
dred  men,  exclufive  of  fix  officers.  The 
General  Staff  was  compofed  of  a  Comman- 
der in  Chief,  a  Deputy  Commander,  a  Ma- 
.  jor-General,  and  an  Adjutant-General;  the 
Field  Officers  of  each  particular  legion  con- 
Med  of  a  Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  a 
Major,  four  Adjutants,  and  a  Deputy  Ad- 
jutant.   The  Committee  referved  to  them- 
felves  the  right  of  appointing  the  General 
Staff  Officers  and  the  Field  Officers  of  each 
legion,  and  left  to  the  Diftricts  the  choice 
and  appointment  of  Officers  to  their  refpec- 
tive  battalions. 

At  the  fame  time  this  Refolution  efkblifh- 
ed  fixteen  principal  guard-houfes  for  the 
fixteen  legions,  and  a  particular  guard-houfe 
in  each  Diftrict.  It  ordained  alfo,  that  the 
cockade  to  be  worn  by  the  Militia  mould 
be  of  the  colours  adopted  by  the  General  Af- 
fembly,  that  is  to  fay — 'blue,  white,  and 
red.  This  immediately  became  the  cockade 
of  the  citizens  of  all  claffes  and  both  fexes, 
and  was  fubftituted  in  the  place  of  the  green 
one  that  had  been  taken  in  the  morning. 

This 
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This  new  Militia  was  in  want  of  arms 
and  ammunition.  Fowling-pieces,  cutlafles, 
and  piftols,  were  borrowed  from  the  gun- 
fmiths  and  cutlers  whofe  (hops  had  efcaped 
the  pillage.  The  arms  of  the  Watch  were 
taken,  and  alfo  thofe  of  the  French  Guards, 
who  after  ufing  them  the  evening  before 
againft  the  King's  troops  went  and  offered 
them  to  the  rebels.  A  boat  loaded  with 
powder  was  feized  at  St.  Nicholas's  bridge; 
and  feveral  barrels,  fome  of  which  were 
filled  with  arms  and  ammunition,  were 
taken  at  the  King's  ftables.  In  the  Faux- 
bourgs,  and  in  fome  ftreets,  the  People  made 
trenches  and  barricadoes  of  cafks,  and  for- 
tified them  with  ditches,  as  if  they  expected 
a  fiege. 

The  promptnefs  with  which  the  Parifians 
organized  at  once  this  Provifional  Magis- 
tracy, the  Bourgeois  Militia,  and  the  fixty 
Diftrict  Affemblies,  has  been  made  too  much 
a  wonder.  To  Mr.  Necker's  imprudence 
belongs  the  honour  of  this  melancholy  mi- 
racle, without  which  the  City  of  Paris  would 
have  been  under  the  neceffity  of  fubmitting 
to  the  King's  authority,  and  of  imploring 
his  protection  againft  the  plunderers.  It 
was  the  innovating  genius  of  that  Minifter 

which 
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which  engendered  that  Electoral  Aff  mbly, 
and  that  divifion  of  the  capital  into  fixty 
diftricts  or  rounds,  for  the  appointment  of 
their  refpective  Electors,  without  reflecting 
that,  in  fo  immenfe  a  city  as  Paris,  where 
the  populace  is  too  numerous  not  to  be 
turbulent,  it  is  always  very  dangerous  to 
eftablifh,  or  point  out  to  the  People,  a  fet- 
tled place  of  affembling  in  each  quarter ;  it 
is  removing  the  greateft  obftacle  to  a  general 
infurrection.  It  was  thus  that  this  modern 
patch-work  of  an  Electoral  AfTembly,  and 
Affemblies  of  Diftricts  devifed  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  Deputies  to  the  States-Ge- 
neral, became  the  corner-ftone  of  the  Revo- 
lution. 

While  the  Electors  of  the  Diftricts  were 
completing  the  deftruction  of  all  the  fprings 
of  the  Government,  and  conftructing  a  mon- 
ftrous  power  out  of  the  wrecks  of  the  Royal 
authority,  the  new  Minifters,  imputing  the 
outrages  committed  on  the  12th  to  a  hand- 
ful of  plunderers,  who  would  be  eafily  dif- 
perfed,  had  no  uneafinefs  about  them,  or 
fhowed  none,  and  were  entirely  engaged 
with  the  petty  details  of  taking  pofleflion  of 
their  refpective  houfes  and  offices.  The 
Court,  full  of  confidence  in  the  Baron  de 
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Breteuil  participated  their  fecurity.  The 
Affembly,  thunderstruck  at  the  difmiffion  of 
Mr.  Necker,  fpent  their  time  in  mournful 
complainings  upon  this  pretended  public  ca- 
lamity. The  moll  moderate  fpeakers  pro- 
pofed  to  prefent  an  Addrefs  to  the  King  to 
folicit  his  recall:  others,  confidering  Mr. 
Necker  and  the  three  ministers  who  fhared 
his  difgrace  as  the  victims  of  defpotifm, 
were  for  voting  them  folemn  teftimonies  of 
efteem,  regret,  and  gratitude,  Count  Mi~ 
rabeauy  who  was  equally  certain  of  making 
whichever  of  thefe  opinions  he  thought  pro- 
per to  fupport,  preponderate,  and  of  injur- 
ing his  popularity  if  he  oppofed  them,  kept 
a  profound  filence.  He  had  not  forgiven 
Mr.  Necker whom  he  no  longer  called  any 
thing  but  a  quack,  for  the  affront  of  dif- 
daining  his  fervices,  and  he  had  entered  in- 
to an  engagement  at  the  Breton  Club  to 
neglect  nothing  that  might  turn  him  out. 
His  apparent  indifference  at  fo  critical  a 
juncture  aftonifhed  all  who  were  ignorant 
of  the  motives,  when  their  attention  was 
fuddenly  called  to  a  different  object  by  the 
reading  of  an  Addrefs  from  the  Electors  of 
Paris,  tending  to  obtain  permiffion  to  eftablim 
a  Bourgeois  Guard. 

2  The 
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The  debate  on  the  Addrefs  from  the  Elec- 
tors was  interrupted  and  curtailed  by  the 
arrival  of  a  packet  from  Paris,  received  by 
M.  de  Lally.  The  AfTembly,  alarmed  at  the  ^ 
lituation  of  the  capital,  the  account  of  which, 
far  from  being  exaggerated  in  this  difpatch, 
was  deficient  and  inaccurate  in  almoft  all  the 
circumftances,  concluded  their  debates  with 
the  following  Refolution,  in  which  not  a 
word  is  faid  of  the  difmiffed  Minifters  : 

*'  The  National  AfTembly  unanimoufly 
"  refolve,  that  a  Deputation  mall  be  fent  to 
"  the  King,  to  reprefent  to  him  the  dan- 
"  gers  which  menace  the  Capital  and  the 
"  Kingdom,  the  neceffity  of  withdrawing 
"  the  troops,  whofe prefence  exafperates  and 
<c  drives  the  People  to  defpair,  and  oftruft- 
"  ing  the  defence  of  the  city  to  the  bour- 
"  geois  militia.  They  refolve  alfo,  that  if 
"  they  obtain  the  King's  promife  to  with- 
"  draw  the  troops,  and  eftablifh  the  bour- 
14  geois  militia,  they  will  fend  Deputies  to 
"  Paris  to  carry  the  confoling  news,  and  to 
"  affift  in  refbring  tranquillity." 

The  members  of  the  Affembly  who  were 
to  compofe  this  Deputation  were  named  by 
the  Prefident,  to  the  number  of  forty,  and 
repaired  immediately  to  the  Palace.  The 
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King,  informed  of  what  had  been  palling  in 
the  AlTembly,  admitted  the  Deputation  as 
foon  as  they  were  announced.  The  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Vienne,  who  was  the  fpeaker, 
beginning  with  thefe  words — "  The  Na- 
tional Affembly,"  his  Majefty  interrupted 
him,  and  faid — "  Say  the  States-General." 
The  prelate  again  beginning  his  fpeech, 
dared,  in  fpite  of  the  order  he  had  juft  re- 
ceived, to  repeat  the  fame  words  he  had 
ufed ;  and  unfortunately  the  King  was  weak 
enough  to  fufTer  it.  What  could  this  De- 
putation have  replied,  if  his  Majefty  had 
had  the  firmnefs  to  fay  to  them,  "  The  Af- 
*'  fembly  I  convoked  is  an  AfTembly  of  the 
"  States-General ;  it  is  to  that  AfTembly 
4<  that  the  Nation  has  deputed  you ;  it  is  by 
4<  that  title  alone  you  are  admitted  to  my 
"  prefence;  I  will  not  fufTer  you  to  take 
V  another;  if  you  are  not  Deputies  of  the 
"  States-General,  I  neither  ought  nor  will 
"  receive  you — withdraw." 

It  is  true,  that,  to  fpeak  in  this  manner 
without  increasing  the  embarraffments  of  his 
Situation,  the  King  mould  have  previoufly 
adopted  with  the  flrmeft  refolution  a  gene- 
ral plan  of  conduct,  in  which  the  diiTolu- 
tion  of  the  AfTembly  mould  have  been  de- 
termined, 
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termined,  and  the  energetic  meafures  to  ac- 
company and  follow  that  determination 
mould  have  been  invariably  fettled.  It  was 
the  part  of  the  Minifters,  and  chiefly  of  the 
Baron  de  Breteuil,  or  of  the  Keeper  of  the 
Seals,  to  prefent  this  plan;  and  if,  after  the 
inveftigation  of  it  in  the  Council,  all  the 
Minifters  had  infilled  with  vigour  and  unani- 
mity upon  the  necelTity  of  adopting  it,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  that  they  would  have 
prevailed  with  the  King.  But  no  fuch  plan 
was  ever  propcfed  to  his  Majefty,  and  the 
new  Miniftry  went  on  day  after  day  in  the 
manner  of  their  predeceffors. 

The  Archbimop  of  Vi  enne  fpoke  with 
great  energy  upon  the  alarming  ftate  of  the 
capital,  of  the  danger  there  was  that  the 
whole  kingdom  would  be  foon  agitated  with 
the  fame  troubles ;  propofed  the  removal  of 
the  troops,  and   the  eftablifhment  of  the 
bourgeois  militia,  as  the  only  means  of  re- 
ftoring  order  and  tranquillity  in  Paris ;  and 
concluded  by  obferving,  that  the  changes 
that  had  taken  place  in  the  Miniftry  were  the 
caufe  to  which  the  prefent  misfortunes  were 
to  be  attributed. 

The  King,  after  reading  the  Refolution 

S  2  which 


2l6  ANNALS  OF  THE        [July  17%. 

which  was  put  into  his  hands,  made  the 
following  anfwer  to  the  Deputation  : 

"  I  have  already  informed  you  of  my  in- 
M  tentions  in  regard  to  the  meafures  which 
«<  the  diforders  of  Paris  have  forced  me  to 
"  take.  I  alone  am  to  judge  of  their  neceffity, 
"  and  I  cannot  in  this  refpect  make  any  al- 
*«  teration.  Some  towns  have  a  guard  for 
"  themfelves,  but  the  extent  of  the  capital 
*f  does  not  allow  of  a  guard  of  this  kind. 
"  I  make  no  doubt  of  the  purenefs  of  the 
"  motives  which  lead  you  to  offer  your  fer- 
et  vices  on  this  affecting  oceafion  ;  but  your 
"  prefence  in  Paris  would  do  no  good,  and 
"  it  is  neceffary  here  for  the  acceleration  of 
"  your  important  labours,  the  continuance 
*•  of  which  I  recommend  to  you." 

The  unexpected  firmnefs  of  this  reply  re- 
vived fome  hopes  in  the  minds  of  the  Roy- 
alifts,  and  for  a  moment  fpread  confterna- 
tion  and  doubt  in  thofe  of  the  feditious ;  but 
the  audacity  of  the  latter  was  much  recruited 
by  a  propofal  from  M.  de  la  Fayette  to  de- 
clare the  new  Minifters  refponfible  for  the 
prefent  events,  and  for  thofe  that  might  be 

the 
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the  confequence  of  them.  This  infolent 
motion  produced  feveral  others  more  or  lefs 
feditious,  which  intoxicated  the  majority, 
and  intimidated  the  minority  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  the  following  Refolution  was 
palled  without  oppofition ; 

"  The  Aflembly,  interpreter  of  the  Na- 
*'  tion's  will,  declare,  that  Mr.  Necker,  and 
lt  the  other  Minifters  who  have  been  lately 
"  removed,  carry  with  them  their  efteem 
*'  and  their  regret;  that,  terrified  at  the 
"  fatal  confequences  which  may  attend  the 
"  King's  anfwer,  they  will  never  ceafe  from 
"  infifting  upon  the  removal  of  the  troops 
"  aflembled  in  an  unufual  manner  near 
* 1  Paris  and  Verfailles ,  and  upon  the  eftablifh- 
"  ment  of  the  bourgeois  guards, 

"  They  declare  again,  that  there  can  be 
"no  intervenient  agent  between  the  King 
"  and  the  National  Aflembly. 

"  They  declare,  that  the  Minifters  and 
M  civil  and  military  Officers  in  power  are 
"  refponfible  for  every  attempt  againft  the 
"  rights  of  the  Nation,  and  againft  the  De- 
"  creesof  this  Aflembly; 

"  That  the  prefent  Minifters  and  Coun- 
"  fellors  of  his  Majefty,  of  whatever  rank 
"  and  ftate  they  may  be,  or  whatever  offices 
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"  they  may  hold,  are  perfonally  refponfible 
<a  for  the  prefent  misfortunes,  and  for  all 
"  thofe  that  may  follow ; 

"  That  as  the  public  debt  has  been  put 
"  under  the  fecurity  of  the  French  honour 
N  '*  and  fidelity,  and  as  the  Nation  does  not 
*'  refufe  to  pay  the  intereft  of  it,  no  power 
**  has  a  right  to  pronounce  the  infamous 
"  word  Bankruptcy  ;  no  power  has  a  right 
*'  to  hurt  the  public  credit,  under  what 
*?  form  or  denomination  foever. 

"  Laftly,  the  National  Affembly  declare, 
'*  that  they  perfift  in  their  preceding  Refo- 
"  lutions,  and  efpecially  in  thofe  of  the 
"  17th,  20th,  and  23d  of  June  laft. 

*■ 1  The  prefent  Refolution  fhall  be  fent  by 
c  1  the  Prefident  of  the  AiTembly  to  the  King, 
et  and  mail  be  printed  and  publiflied.'"' 

It  was  alfo  refolved,  that  a  copy  of  this  , 
Refolution  fhould  be  tranfmitted  to  the  four 
Minifters  who  had  been  difmiifed,  and  that 
the  Affembly  mould  continue  fitting  the 
whole  night  through.  The  advanced  age 
of  the  Archbifhop  of  Vienne  not  permitting 
him  to  continue  fo  long  without  interruption 
the  laborious  duties  of  the  Prefident's  office, 
the  A  ffembly  adjourned  to  one  of  their  Com- 
mittee Chambers  to  appoint  a  Vice-Prefident, 
1  and 

i 
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and  M.  de  la  Fayette  was  chofen  by  a  great 
majority  of  votes.  The  Palais-Royal  Pa- 
triots alfo  conflituted  themfelves  permanent 
in  the  garden  and  adjacent  coffee-houfes. 

If  at  this  critical  moment  the  AiTembly, 
confulting  only  the  dangers  of  the  State  and 
the  Monarchy,  had  wifhed  to  fave  one  and 
the  other,  they  had  but  one  part  to  take,  that 
of  rallying  freely  and  entirely  on  the  fide  of 
the  King,  and  of  employing  all  the  means 
in  their  power  to  give  or  to  reftore  to  the  Go- 
vernment the  full  authority  which  it  flood 
in  need  of  to  fupprefs  fo  extenfive  an  infur- 
rection.  But  whether  it  was  that  the  firm- 
nefs  of  the  King's  reply  raifed  an  apprehen^ 
fion  in  the  AfTembly,  that  it  was  the  intem- 
tion  of  the  new  Miniflers  to  difTolve  or  re* 
move  them  to  fome  other  place,  or  that  they 
were  led  by  the  hope  of  acquiring  greater 
popularity,  and  of  augmenting  their  own 
power  with  all  that  they  {tripped  from  the 
King,  they  had  the  effrontery,  or  rather 
the  treacherous  bafenefs,  to  rally  on  the 
fide  of  the  rebels,  by  renewing  their  firfl 
acts  of  treafon*,  and  by  adding  to  this 
crime,  that  of  countenancing,  in  the  fame 


*  The  Refolutions  of  the  17th,  20th,  gnd  23d  of  June. 

S  4  Refo- 
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Refolution,  infinuations  the  mod  fitted  to 
throw  contempt  upon  his  Majefty's  autho- 
rity, and  render  his  intentions  odious.  Hif- 
tory,  therefore,  in  ranking  this  Refolution 
among  the  moft  criminal  ads  of  treafon 
will  give  it  the  only  title  that  it  deferves. 


CHAP, 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


Falfe  Alarms — Violent  Murmurs  again fh 
the  Delay  of  the  Electoral  AJfembly  in 
procuring  Arms  —  The  Hotel-des-Inva- 
lides  attacked  and  plundered — The  Baf- 
tile  a/faulted  and  taken — Death  of  M. 
de  Launay — Several  Invalids  majf acred, 
others  hanged  at  a  Lamp-pojl,  and  the 
rejl  faved  by  the  French  Guards — Pri~ 
J oners  found  in  the  Baflile — Ajfajjina- 
tion  ofM.  de  Flejfelles — His  Head  and  M. 
de  Launay's  carried  to  the  Palais-Royal 
on  Pikes  by  the  Populace — Terror  of  one 
of  the  French  Guards  who  was  borne  in 
Triumph  in  the  Train — Refetlions  upon 
Lettres  de  Cachet,  and  upon  State-Prifons 
— The  Affair  of  the  Cardinal  de  Rohan 
and  of  Madame  de  la  Mothe. 

During  the  night  between  the  13th 
and  14th  the  plunder    was  fufpended  at 

Paris, 
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Paris,  and  the  town  would  have  been  very 
tranquil,  if  the  alarm  had  not  been  kept  up 
by  gangs  of  worthlefs  people  running  from 
itreet  to  ilreet,  bawling  fometimes  to  fet  out 
lights,  at  others  to  extinguifh  them ;  which 
obliged  the  inhabitants  to  be  conftantly  go- 
ing to  their  windows  to  manage  their  can- 
dles according  to  the  orders  of  thofe  vaga-, 
bonds.  The  retreat  of  the  troops  that  were 
encamped  in  the  Champs  Elyfees  alfo  ex- 
cited great  unealinefs.  It  was  fuppofed  that 
Marihal  Broglio  had  withdrawn  them  to 
form  a  jundtion  with  other  regiments,  in 
order  to  attack  the  capital  with  a  greater 
force  at  a  moment  when  it  was  leaft  ex- 
pected . 

The  diftricts,  as  their  battalions  were 
formed,  fent  deputation  upon  deputation  to 
the  Hotel -de-ViUe  to  afk  for  arms,  and  only 
obtained  fome  bad  pikes,  with  which  they 
were  obliged  to  be  contented  till  they  could 
get  better.  Thofe  who  were  in  the  greatefr. 
hurry  bought  for  little  or  nothing  guns, 
piftols,  and  cutlail'cs,  from  the  plunderers, 
who  had  taken  them  in  the  houfes  and 
ihops  which  they  had  pillaged.  I  have 
feen  a  very  handfome  double-barrelled  gun 
which  on  that  day  was  fold  for  ten  (hillings: 

half. 
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half-a-crown  was  the  price  of  a  common 
one;  and  a  piftol  or  cutlafs  coft  no  more 
than  fix-pence. 

In  this  manner  the  hired  banditti,  who 
had  taken  the  lead  in  all  the  infurrections  of 
the  two  preceding  days,  difarmed  with  their 
own  will,  and  having  executed  their  com- 
miflion  at  Paris,  left  it  to  fpread  themfelves 
over  the  neighbouring  towns,  and  through 
the  provinces,  where  they  propagated,  with 
the  greater!:  rapidity,  the  fpirit  of  infurreo 
tion  and  rebellion. 

Notwithftanding  the  retreat  of  the  bri- 
gands, Paris  continued  in  a  ftate  of  extreme 
fermentation.  Loud  murmurs  were  raifed 
againft  the  dilatorinefs  of  the  Electoral  Af- 
fcmbly  in  procuring  arms.  They  were  ac- 
cufed  of  negligence,  of  incapacity,  and  even 
of  treachery,  in  fpite  of  the  evident  impof- 
fibility  of  procuring  48,000  ftand  of  arms 
in  one  day.  It  was  much  eafier  to  find  a 
Commander  in  Chief  for  this  new  bour- 
geois militia ;  and  the  Electors  had  already- 
appointed  to  that  rank  an  officer  retired  from 
fervice,  whofe  recommendation  arofe  far 
lefs  from  his  talents  than  from  his  patriotic 
boafting;  his  name  was  La  Salle  D'Offe- 
mond.  u  But  what  ufe,"  cried  the  Peo- 
ple, 
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pie,  "  have  we  for  a  Commander  in  Chief, 
if  we  have  no  arms  ?*'  It  was  known  that 
there  was  a  great  quantity  at  the  Invalids. 
A  few  days  before  all  that  were  at  the  Arfe- 
nal  had  been  fent  thither,  and  the  Palais- 
Royal  haranguers  never  ceafed  perfuading 
their  auditors  to  go  and  feize  them.  This  foon 
becoming  the  general  wifh,  and  the  chief 
cry  of  the  immenfe  crowd  with  which  the 
Place  de  Greve  was  filled,  Ethys  de  Corny, 
the  King's  Solicitor  of  the  former  Munici- 
pality, iflued  from  the  HoteUde-VMe ,  and, 
putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  People, 
led  them  to  the  Hotel- des-Invalides.  He  pre- 
fented  himfelf  firft  at  the  iron-gate,  and, 
finding  it  locked,  delired  to  fpeak  with  the 
Governor.  M.  de  Sombreuil  came  out  to 
him,  attended  by  the  Staff  Officers ;  and  per- 
ceiving a  great  number  of  the  citizens  among 
the  multitude  who  accompanied  Ethys  de 
Corny,  he  ordered  the  gate  to  be  opened  to 
him,  and  allowed  him  to  bring  in  a  few 
others.  The  gate  was  (hut  as  foon  as  they 
entered  ;  and  the  King's  Solicitor  informed 
M.  de  Sombreuil  that  the  object  of  his  com- 
ing was  to  demand  a  general  fearch  through 
the  Hotel,  and  to  diffribute  among  the  citi- 
zens all  the  arms  they  could  find.  M.  de  Som- 
breuil 
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breuil  immediately  replied,  that  he  was 
bound  by  the  King's  orders,  and  the  duties 
of  his  office,  to  refufe  thefe  demands. 

During  this  interview,  the  People,  impa- 
tient, never  ceafed  crying  out,  "  Make  hq/te, 
we  want  arms."  Thefe  clamours  made 
Ethys  de  Corny  more  urgent  in  his  demand, 
and  M.  de  Sombreuil  more  timid  in  his  re- 
fufal.  The  latter  becoming  more  and 
more  doubtful  what  part  he  ought  to 
take,  determined  to  retire  and  confer  with 
the  chief  officers.  This  act.  of  extreme 
weaknefs  being  miftaken  by  the  multitude 
for  an  act.  of  vigour,  they  faid  and  believed 
that  M.  de  Sombreuil  had  only  retired  to 
order  out  the  troops,  and  advance  the  artil- 
lery. In  an  inftant  the  aflailants  fprang  in- 
to the  ditch  in  crowds,  crofTed  it,  climbed 
the  iron-rails,  and  leaped  into  the  court, 
howling  dreadfully  all  the  time.  The  little 
judgment  M.  de  Sombreuil  had  left  forfook 
him  upon  this  irruption,  which  he  did  not 
expect.  He  had  orders  to  repel  force  by 
force,  if  the  brigands  approached  the  In- 
valids. "  But,"  faid  he,  "  the  citizens  are 
"  not  the  brigands,  and  my  inftructions  fay 
"  nothing  in  regard  to  the  citizens.  I  have 
**  not  time  to  fend  or  Wait  for  frefti  orders, 

"  and 
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"  and  I  am  not  permitted  to  interpret  what 
"  I  do  not  find  in  thofe  that  have  been 
"  given  me."  This  reafoning,  or  rather 
this  doting  of  age  and  timidity,  determined 
him  to  allow  the  citizens  and  their  retinue 
to  enter,  without  considering  that  citizens 
who  play  the  part  of  ruffians,  and  who 
place  themfelves  at  their  head,  ought  to  be 
diftinguifhed  from  them  only  to  be  the 
more  feverely  puniiTied.  However,  he  re- 
turned into  the  court,  and  ordered  the  gates 
to  be  opened  to  the  People.  In  a  moment 
all  the  halls  of  the  Hotel,  the  cellars,  the 
garrets,  the  rooms,  and  the  gardens,  were 
given  up  to  the  fearch  of  feven  or  eight 
thoufand  furies.  In  lefs  than  five  minutes 
the  cannon  wrere  all  carried  off  with  incredi- 
ble rapidity.  The  Invalids  themfelves  were 
eager  to  point  out  all  the  repositories.  The 
moft  considerable  was  in  the  vault  under  the 
dome;  thither  the  crowd  poured  down  with 
as  much  confuiion  as  eagernefs.  Thofe  who 
went  firfl  attempting  to  return  with  the  muf- 
kets  they  had  feized,  were  thrown  down  by 
thofe  whom  they  met  running  in  fearch  of 
arms ;  while  fome,  to  fave  themfelves  the 
trouble  of  going  down,  fought  with  thofe 
who  were  coming  up  for  the  guns  they  had 

taken. 
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taken.  In  this  tumult  the  candles  with  which 
the  vault  had  been  lighted  went  out,  and 
darknefs  increafed  the  confufion  :  not  a  gun 
remained,  but  next  day  feveral  wounded 
perfons  and  fome  dead  bodies  were  found 
in  the  place.  The  arms  of  every  kind 
lodged  at  the  Hotel  and  Guard-houfe  were 
carried  off,  together  with  the  drums  and 
colours  j  they  did  not  even  leave  the  fentry 
a  fword  to  mount  guard.  The  pillage,  how- 
ever, was  confined  to  arms  ;  the  furniture 
and  other  effects  were  not  touched. 

This  expedition,  which  was  completed 
in  lefs  than  half  an  hour,  enabled  the  Pa- 
rifians  to  arm  a  great  part  of  their  militia  ; 
all  the  important  ports  were  provided  with 
guard-houfes  and  with  cannon ;  a  consider- 
able body  well-armed  was  drawn  up  in  or- 
der of  battle  oppofite  the  regiments  en- 
camped in  the  Champ-de-Mars ,  and  feemed 
to  defy  them.  From  this  time  no  carriage 
was  allowed  to  go  out  of  Paris,  and  all  that 
were  met  by  the  patrols,  who  were  marching 
through  the  ftreets  in  great  numbers,  were 
fent  to  the  Hotel-de-Ville.  Several  horfe- 
men  were  alfo  flopped,  and  among  others 
two  couriers  from  the  Court,  who  were 
taken  before  the  Electors,  affembled  in  a 

per- 
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permanent  Committee.  The  difpatches 
found  on  the  couriers  were  feized,  opened, 
and  publicly  read.  One  of  thefe  difpatches 
was  addrelled  to  the  Marquis  de  Launay, 
Governor  of  the  Baftile,  and  contained  or- 
ders  to  hold  out  to  the  laft  extremity. 

It  was  the  more  important  for  the  rebels 
to  be  acquainted  with  this  order,  and  to  pre- 
vent its  being  delivered,  as  their  plan  was 
to  follow  up  the  attack  of  the  Hotel-de-Vills 
by  that  of  the  Bartile.  Befides  the  certainty 
of  finding  arms  in  that  Statc-Prifon,  they 
efteemed  the  reduction  of  it  as  the  moft  de- 
cisive revolutionary  act.  None  indeed  could 
be  better  fitted  to  excite  madnefs  in  the  Peo- 
ple, who  were  fo  ftupid  as  to  be  perfuaded 
that  their  liberty  was  the  grand  object:  of  all 
the  exceffes  of  which  they  were  rendered 
the  inftrument,  and  accordingly  the  attack 
of  the  Baftile  was  determined  upon.  This 
famous  achievement,  fo  ridiculoully  cele- 
brated by  the  Parifian  populace,  ftamped 
the  Revolution  with  that  character  of 
atrocity  which  it  has  retained,  and  in  this 
lisfht  deferves  to  be  known  in  all  its  de- 
tails. 

On  the  14th  of  July,  by  day-break,  feven 
hot-headed  young  men,  excited  by  the  ora- 
tors 
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tors  who  had  fpent  the  night  at  the  Palais- 
Royal,  ran  to  the  Baftille,  and  defired  to 
fpeak  with  the  Governor,  under  pretence  of 
informing  themfelves  whether  he  had  any 
arms  at  his  difpofal,  and  would  truft  the  in- 
habitants of  Paris  with  them,  to  enable  them 
to  defend  themfelves  againft  the  brigands. 
The  guard  having  anfwered  them  firmly, 
that  his  orders  were  to  admit  nobody,  they 
went  away.    Some  minutes  after,  a  more 
numerous   deputation,   alfo   compofed  of 
young  men,  was  turned  back  in  the  fame 
manner.  A  considerable  mob  then  appeared, 
and  attempted  to  enter  the  court  by  force. 
This  the  guard  oppofed,  and  informed  them, 
by  the  Governor's  order,  that  thofe  who  did 
not  retire  mould  be  fired  upon.    This  decla- 
ration being  thrice  repeated  in  vain,  M.  de 
Launay  ordered  fome  mufkets  to  be  fired 
from  the  Cattle,  which,  without  hurting  any 
body,  produced  the  defired  effecT:  of  dif- 
perfing  the  mob.    But  at  the  noife  of  the 
difcharge,  new  groups  were  formed  and 
came  up  from  all  quarters ;  fome  faying 
they  were  fent  by  the  HoteUde-Ville ;  and 
others  by  the  Diftrids.  M.  de  Launay  gave 
orders  for  the  admifiion  of  one  Belon, 
an  officer,    who    headed   the  party  that 
VoL'  *•  T  pretended 
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pretended  to  be  fent  by  the  Hotel-de-Ville9 
and  Thuriot  de  laRoziere,  an  attorney,  who 
was  at  the  head  of  a  deputation  from  a  dif- 
tria.    He  received  them  very  politely,  de- 
claring that  he  had  no  hoftile  intention,  and 
mould  only  defend  himfelf  if  he  were  at- 
tacked.   He  was  alfo  imprudent  enough  to 
tell  them,  that  the  cannon  on  the  platforms 
were  not  loaded,  and  had  been  removed 
from  the  embrafures,  and  even  allowed  them 
to  go  and  fee  that  it  was  fo : — a  permiffion 
they  did  not  hefitate  to  make  ufe  of.  His 
condefcenfion  went  ftill  farther,  and  he  made 
the  officers  and  foldiers  on  guard  at  the 
Cattle  fwear  before  them,  not  to  make  ufe 
of  their  arms  unlefs  they  mould  be  attacked. 
The  Deputies  went  away  completely  fatis- 
fied  with  the  pacific  difpofition  of  the  Gover- 
nor, and  affured  him  that  they  would  go  and 
difperfe  the  crowds.     But  thefe  were  fo 
greatly  augmented  during  the  negotiation, 
that  Belon  and  Thuriot,  on  coming  out  of 
the  Baftille,  found  themfelves  in  the  midft  of 
people  who,  not  knowing  them,  took  them 
for  impoftors  or  traitors;  who  were  more 
difpofed  to  hang  them  than  to  Men  to 
them,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  they 
efcaped  with  their  lives.    While  they  were 
2  ftruggling 
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ttruggling  with  the  crowd,  two  perfons  who 
had  got  upon  the  top  of  a  perfumer's  houfe, 
made  their  Way  to  the  wall  adjoining  the 
guard-houfe,  fituated  clofe  to  the  draw- 
bridge, leading  to  the  Government  court : 
upon  this  wall  they  fat  themfelves  aftride, 
and  in  that  manner  drawing  themfelves  acrofs 
to  the  guard-houfe,  leaped  into  the  court. 
There  they  found  nobody,  for  the  Governor 
had  ordered  all  the  garrifon  into  the  Cattle. 
The  example  of  the  two  men  was  very  foon 
followed  by  fome  of  their  comrades;  and 
the  firif.  thing  they  did,  was  to  lower  the 
little  draw-bridge,  fixed  berlde  the  great  one, 
and  intended  for  people  on  foot.  As  foon 
as  this  was  done,  feveral  perfons  armed  with 
hatchets  joined  them,  and  fet  about  hammer- 
ing down  the  great  draw-bridge,  which  cut 
off  the  principal  entrance  to  the  Cattle. 
They  foon  broke  or  unloofed  the  chain  of  it, 
and  in  falling  it  crufhed  one  man  to  death, 
and  wounded  another.  In  an  inttant  the 
crowd  p  retted  into  the  court,  made  their  way 
into  the  Governor's  houfe,  and  ran  with  fury 
through  all  the  apartments,  breaking  and 
ruining  whatever  could  not  be  pillaged. 

M.  de  Launay  might  have  eafily  dettroyed 
all  thefe  banditti,  if  he  had  been  willing  to 

T  2  fire 
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fire  upon  them  with  canifter-fhot :  he  might 
alfo  have  prevented  their  breaking  in,  by 
beating  down  the  wall  next  the  guard-houfe 
with  a  few  cannon-balls,  or  even  by  mooting 
thofe  who  were  climbing  along  it :  but  he 
only  wifhed  to  frighten  them ;  and  thinking 
that  a   difcharge  of  mufketry  would  be 
enough  to  difperfe  the  crowd  that  filled  his 
houfe  and  the  Government  court,  he  ordered 
it  to  be  made ;  but  the  fire  could  only  be 
directed  upon  the  people  in  the  court,  and  in 
the  moats.  This  difcharge  wounded  fome,and 
put  a  great  number  to  flight.    The  boldeft 
betook  themfelves  behind  the  walls  and 
under  the  gates,  while  the  fugitives  ran  about 
reporting  every  where,  that  the  garrifon  was 
keeping  up  a  rolling  fire  of  mulketry  and 
artillery  on  the  people.    If  what  they  faid 
had  been  true — if  the  firft  difcharge  had 
been  immediately  followed  by  two  or  three 
others,  and  accompanied  with  fome  fire  from 
the  cannon,  this  pretended   fiege  of  the 
Baftille  would  only  have  been  famous  in  hif- 
tory  for  the  cowardice  of  the  affailants. 

The  exaggerated  reports  which  were  car- 
ried to  the  Hotel-de-Ville  of  what  was  pall- 
ing in  the  Faugbourg  St.  Antoine,  deter- 
mined the  Electors  to  fend  a  deputation  to 
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M.  de  Launay,  and  at  that  very  moment 
frefh.  crowds  were  drawing  the  cannon  that 
had  been  taken  in  the  morning  from  the  In- 
valides  to  the  Baftille.  Thofe  cannon  were 
foon  planted  at  different  points,  and  played 
upon  the  Caftle;  while  from  the  windows 
and  tops  of  the  neighbouring  houfes  the  . 
Invalids  who  from  time  to  time  appeared 
upon  the  platform  were  fhot.  In  this  man- 
ner was  the  garrifon  of  the  Baftille,  confift- 
ing  of  a  hundred  and  fourteen  men,^  of 
which  number  eighty-two  were  Invalids, 
and  thirty-two  Swifs  belonging  to  the  regi- 
ment of  Salis-Damade,  attacked  by  near 
thirty  thoufand  men  and  women,  among 
whom  was  a  great  number  of  the  French 
Guards. 

When  nothing  more  was  left  in  the 
Governors  houfe  to  be  pillaged  or  burnt, 
the  houfe  itfelf  was  fet  on  fire,  and  that  and 
the  guard-houfe  were  in  flames  when  the 
deputation  fent  by  the  Electors  arrived,  with 
a  white  flag  before  them,  at  the  firft  gate  of 
the  Caftle.  The  people  crowding  round  the 
Deputies  prevented  them  from  advancing, 
under  pretence  of  the  dangers  to  which  they 
would  be  expofed.  M.  de  Launay,  on  fee- 
ing the  white  flag,  had  flattered  himfelf  that 
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they  were  coming  to  propofe  fome  means  of 
conciliation  to  him;  but  this  hope  being 
foon  deflroyed  by  the  flag  becoming  ftation- 
ary,  he  ordered  fome  mufkets  to  be  fired 
upon  the  incendiaries,  who  were  at  firfl 
frightened ;  but  who  finding  that  no  perfon 
was  killed,  recovered  themfelves,  and  returned 
to  their  work  with  more  violence  than  ever : 
they  brought  up  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
planted  them  at  the  opening  of  the  avenue 
to  the  court  of  the  Caftle.  M.  de  Launay, 
on  obferving  thefe  difpofitions,  ordered  an- 
other volley  of  mufketry,  and  a  cannon 
loaded  with  canifter-fhot  to  be  difcharged 
from  the  top  of  one  of  the  towers  into  the 
flreet  St.  Antoine.  The  affailants  were  little 
difconcerted  by  this ;  they  were  much  more 
ruffled  by  the  many  accidents  produced  by 
their  unfkilfulnefs  and  inexperience  in  hand- 
ling fire-arms,  and  particularly  the  cannon. 

The  Deputies  of  the  Electoral  AfTembly 
having  returned  to  the  Hotel '-de-Ville  with- 
out having  been  able  to  execute  their  com- 
miflion,  the  Permanent  Committee  fent  a  fe- 
cond  deputation,  at  the  head  of  which  was 
the  Abbe  Fauchet ;  but  thefe  were  ftill  more 
ealily  diiTuaded  by  the  people  from  pro- 
ceeding :  for  the  Abbe  Fauchet  having  lefs 
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courage  than  effrontery,  very  readily  believed 
that  there  was  great  danger  in  going  for- 
ward ;  on  which  he  returned  to  the  Hotel- 
de-Ville,  where  he  gave  the  moft  dreadful 
account  of  the  Jcenes  of  horror  he  had 
witnelTed.  A  third  deputation  was  fent  to 
the  Baftille,  with  as  little  fuccefs  as  the  for- 
mer. The  inftruftions  of  the  two  laft  were 
drawn  up  in  the  following  manner  : 

"  The  Permanent  Committee  of  the  Pari- 
"  Han  Militia,  taking  into  confederation 
'«  that  there  ought  to  be  no  military  force  in 
«'  Paris  but  that  of  the  Town,  charge  the 
<e  Deputies  whom  they  fend  to  the  Marquis 
*'  de  Launay,  Commander  of  the  Baftille, 
"  to  afk  him  if  he  is  difpofed  to  receive 
<e  into  that  fortrefs  the  Parifian  Militia, 
**  to  defend  it  in  concert  with  the  troops 
"  already  there,  and  to  be  under  command 
"  of  the  Town.  Done  at  the  Hotel-de- 
"  Ville,  July  14th,  1789.  Signed  De 
"  Flejfelles,  Prevot  and  Prefident  of  the 
"  Commitee  :  De  la  Vigne,  Prefident  of  the 
11  Electors,  &c.  &c." 

M.  de  Launay,  not  receiving,  and  not 
being  able  to  receive  any  orders  from  the 
Court,  was  driven  to  the  alternative  of  mak- 
ing a  horrible  carnage  among  the  affailants, 
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by  defending  himfelf  vigoroufly  to  the  lafl 
extremity,  or  of  expofing  his  garrifon  and 
himfelf  to  be  maflacred  by  furrendering. 
His  duty  and  fafety  prefcribed  the  former, 
his  melancholy  fate  impelled  him  to  the 
latter.  He  made  the  drums  beat  a  parley, 
and  fixed  a  napkin  to  the  end  of  a  bayonet 
upon  one  of  the  towers  to  mow  that  he  de-  ' 
fired  to  capitulate.  This  fignal  of  fubmif- 
fion  and  peace,  far  from  pacifying  the  aflaiL 
ants,  excited  in  them  a  joy  of  a  furious  and 
fanguinary  nature,  which  they  manifefted  by 
repeated  volleys  of  mufketry  and  artillery. 
M.  de  Launay,  judging  by  this  ferocity 
what  kind  of  people  they  were  into  whofe 
hands  he  was  about  to  fall,  on  being  afked 
by  the  garrifon,  what  propofal  they  mould 
make,  anfwered,  "  Stipulate,  Not  to  be 
maffacred."  Upon  this  reply,  one  of  the 
officers  wrote  the  following  words,  with  a 
pencil,  on  a  piece  of  paper,  and  palfed  it 
through  the  fmall  opening  of  the  draw^ 
bridge  :  1  *  We  have  twenty  thoufand  weight 
"  of  powder;  and  if  you  do  not  accept  our 
"  capitulation,  we  will  blow  up  the  garri- 
"  fon,  and  all  the  quarters  about  it."  Show- 
ing this  to  the  arTailants,  he  cried  as  loud  as 
he  could,  "  We  are  willing  to  furrender, 

"  provided 
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(t  provided  we  are  aflured  that  the  troops 
m  mall  not  be  maiTacred.,> 

From  the  widenefs  of  the  ditch,  the 
paper  was  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  be  read  ; 
but  the  People  managed  to  reach  it  by  means 
of  a  long  plank,  pufhed  towards  the  draw- 
bridge. The  firft  man  who  attempted  to 
get  upon  the  plank  fell  into  the  moat.  A 
perfon  of  the  name  of  Maillard,  whom 
we  have  fince  feen  playing  a  principal  part 
in  all  the  commotions  of  the  capital,  had 
the  dexterity  to  advance  near  enough  to  the 
bridge  to  reach  the  paper,  which  he  gave  to 
one  of  his  comrades,  who,  fixing  it  to  the 
point  of  his  fword,  raifed  it  fufficiently  high 
to  be  read  by  the  affailants.  As  foon  as  the 
contents  were  known,  they  cried  out  one 
and  all — "  On  the  faith  of  French  foldiers, 
"  we  accept  it,  and  will  do  you  no  harm; 
\-  let  down  the  bridge. " 

M.  de  Launay  confiding  in  this  promife, 
ordered  at  firft  the  draw-bridge  of  the  little 
gate  to  be  let  down.  From  fifteen  to  twenty 
perfons  immediately  rufhed  in,  and  the  reft 
of  the  crowd  would  have  followed,  had 
not  fome  of  the  French  Guards  prevented  it, 
by  placing  themfelves  at  the  outer  end  of  the 
bridge.    The  fentry  who  opened  the  little 
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gate,  afrced  the  fir  ft  who  came  up,  what  they 
wanted.  "  The  Baftille  to  be  furrendered," 
they  replied;  and  at  the  fame  inftant  the 
great-draw  abridge  was  lowered.  Before  it 
was  quite  down,  a  grenadier  of  the  French 
Guards  fprang  upon  it,  and  was  followed  by 
the  populace. 

The  garrifon  appeared  without  their 
arms,  and  making  a  lane;  the  Invalids  to 
the  right,  and  the  Swifs  in  their  undrefs 
to  the  left,  received  this  immenfe  crowd, 
with  their  hats  off,  clapping  their  hands, 
and  fhouting  "  Bravo!"  repeatedly,  as  if 
it  had  been  truly  a  great  act  of  bravery  to 
enter  through  an  open  and  undefended  gate; 
for  in  that  precifely  confifted  the  famous 
conqueft  of  the  Baftille.  They  who  had 
conftituted  themfelves  the  leaders  of  that 
body  of  heroes  deftring  to  fpeak  with 
the  Governor,  he  was  pointed  out  to  them 
by  a  foldier.  They  went  up  to  him,  and, 
after  groflly  infulting  him,  informed  him 
that  they  were  going  to  conduct  him  to  the 
Hotel-de-Ville.  One  of  them  led  the  way, 
carrying  the  capitulation  on  the  point  of  his 
fword ;  he  was  followed  by  Maillard,  who 
had  taken  poffeffion  of  the  colours.  After 
them  came  M.  de  Launay,  in  a  greycoat, 

and 
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and  without  his  hat,  between  two  men, 
who  held  him  by  the  arms,  and  who  had 
promifed  him  that  they  would  protect 
him  *.  They  did  in  fact  all  they  could  to 
fhield  him  from  the  rage  of  the  furies  that 
formed  their  retinue,  and  who  contending 
for  the  honour  of  being  the  flrft  to  ftrike 
their  prifoner,  or  rather  their  victim,  were 
emuloufly  thrufting  the  points  of  their 
fwords  into  his  face,  arms,  legs,  and  every 
part  of  his  body  that  they  could  reach.  One 
of  his  conductors,  named  Hulin,  through  an 
emotion  of  generofity,  very  remarkable  in 
the  midft  of  fo  much  barbarity,  took  off 
his  own  hat  and  put  it  on  the  Governor's 
head,  in  the  hope  of  his  being  lefs  known, 
and  that  this  ftratagem,  deceiving  the  fury 
of  the  affaflins,  would  fufpend  the  effects  of 
it ;  but  the  blows  were  then  made  at  him- 
felf,  and  he  would  have  fallen  under  them, 
if  M.  de  Launay  had  not  given  him  back 
his  hat.  On  entering  the  Place-de-Greve 
the  Governor  was  torn  from  his  conductors, 
who  were  too  much  exhaufted  with  fatigue 

*  Their  names  were  Hulin  and  Arne :  the  latter  was 
the  Grenadier  of  the  French  Guards  who  was  the  flrft 
to  leap  upon  the  draw-bridge  before  it  was  quite  let 
down. 
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to  be  able  any  longer  to  refifl  the  crowd  that 
furroundcd  them.  He  was  maflacred  in  an 
inftant,  and  his  head  being  fevered  from  his 
body,  was  fixed  on  the  end  of  a  pike.  It 
was  then  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Thus  did  the  conquerors  of  the  Baftille 
perform,  with  refpect  to  M.  de  Launayy 
the  promife  unanimoujly  given  on  the  faith 
of  French  foldiers,  to  do  no  harm  to  the 
garrifon,    Moft  of  the  Invalids  remaining 
in  the  courts  of  the  Caftle  were  put  to 
death  in  the  moft  mercilefs  manner.  Two 
of  thofe  wretches  were  dragged  to  the  Place- 
de-Greve,  and  foon  hanged  to  the  iron  that 
fupported  the  lamp  oppofite  to  the  HoteUde" 
Ville,  under  the  buft  of  Louis  XIV.  They 
were  the  firft  who  underwent  this  kind  of  po- 
pular execution,  which  has  been  fince  called 
lanterner  to  lantern,  or  to  put  to  the  lantern* 
The  Swifs  of  Salis-Damade,  from  their  un- 
drefs,  and  the  appearance  of  joy  with  which 
they  cried  Bravo,  were  taken  for  the  State-pri- 
foners  teftifying  their  gratitude  to  their  deli- 
verers. It  was  to  this  miftake,  of  which  they 
had  no  fufpicion,  that  they  were  indebted  for 
their  lives  and  for  all  the  carefles  heaped  upon 
them.    Had  they  fufpected  the  motive,  they 
might  have  retired  immediately  without  the 
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leaft  danger ;  but  not  being  at  all  aware  of 
it,  they  took  the  refolution  of  putting  them- 
felves  into  the  hands  of  feveralof  the  French 
Guards,  who  had  already  taken  under  their 
protection  fome  Invalids,  fortunate  enough 
to  have  efcaped  from  their  afTaffins. 

It  was  with  great  difficulty  that  the 
French  Guards  who  had  taken  charge  of 
thefe  prifoners,  faved  them  from  the  fury  of 
the  People,  and  carried  them  as  far  as  the 
Hotel- de-Ville.  They  led  them  into  the 
Hall  where  the  Electors  were  holding  their 
fitting.  One  of  thofe  pretended  Magiftrates, 
a  worthy  reprefentative  of  the  cannibals, 
who  from  the  Place-dc-Greve  were  roaring 
out  for  frefh  victims,  was  brutal  enough  to 
fay  to  thefe  wretched  prifoners,  the  moment 
he  faw  them  appear,  ' '  You  have  fired  upon 
"  your  fellow-citizens ;  you  deferve  to  be 
' 1  hanged,  and  hanged  you  (hall  be  imme- 
"  diately."— Ay,  ay,"  echoed  a  thoufand 
voices,  "  hang  them  all  j  away  with  all  of 
"  them  to  the  lantern  !"  This  fentence  of 
death,  however,  was  not  executed,  being 
prevented  by  the  interpofition  of  the  French 
Guards,  one  of  whom  addreilino;  the  Elec- 
tors  faid,  "  Thefe  foldiers  are  our  prifon- 
ers ;  we  requeft  they  may  not  be  taken  out 
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"  of  our  hands.  If  our  fervices  have  been 
"  ufeful  to  you,  now  is  the  time  we  wifh 
"  to  receive  the  reward  of  them,  by  having 
"  our  prifoners  pardoned."  The  acclama- 
tion of  Pardon  /  pardon  /  repeated  by  all 
the  French  Guards  who  had  efcorted  them, 
was  alfo  vociferated  by  that  very  crowd  who 
the  moment  before  were  making  the  Hall 
refound  with  the  moft  fanguinary  cries.  The 
Hiftory  of  the  French  Revolution  will  fur- 
nifh  many  other  examples  of  the  extreme 
rapidity  with  which  the  populace  pafs  from 
the  excefs  of  barbarity  to  mild  and  humane 
feelings  j  they  are  ever  tigers  or  lambs,  ac- 
cording to  the  impulfe  given  them,  and 
never  one  or  the  other  by  halves ;  to  do 
every  thing  for  them  and  nothing  by  them, 
is  the  counfel  that  wifdom  gives  to  every 
Government;  to  do  everything  by  them  and 
nothing  for  them,  is  the  fecret  of  every 
Revolution. 

While  the  French  Guards  at  the  Hotel* 
de-Ville  were  faving  the  remainder  of  the 
garrifon  of  the  Baftille,  the  Populace,  who 
were  frill  before  the  Caftle,  continued  firing 
upon  it,  both  with  cannon  and  mufkets,  as 
if  all  the  doors  of  it  had  not  been  opened. 
In  one  of  the  Halls  a  very  bloody  conflict 

took 
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took  place  between  thofe  who  had  gone  in 
at  firft,  and  thofe  who  came  in  afterwards, 
and  who,  taking  the  former  For  a  party  of 
the  garrifon,  kept  up  a  brills:  fire  upon 
them,  which  was  returned  by  the  others, 
who  alfo  thought  themfelves  attacked  by 
the  garrifon.  This  rafhnefs,  and  the  ftupid 
obftinacy  of  thofe  firing  on  the  outfide,  did 
much  more  execution  than  had  been  done 
by  the  fire  of  the  garrifon,  which  was  fo 
moderate  and  ill-directed,  that  the  mod  de- 
mocratic journalifts  have,  not  ftated  the  total 
lofs  of  the  aftailants  on  that  day,  at  more 
than  fifty  men,  and  moft  of  thofe  were 
killed  by  their  comrades. 

In  the  towers  of  the  Baftille  there  were 
but  feven  prifoners,  whofe  names  were 
Pujade,  Bechade,  La  Roche,  La  Caurege, 
the  Count  de  Solages,  Tavernier,  and 
Whyt :  the  four  firft  were  accufed  of  forg- 
ing Bills  of  Exchange,  fome  accepted  by 
Tourton  and  Ravel,  and  others  by  Gallet 
de  Santerre ;  the  Count  de  Solages  was  con- 
fined  at  the  requeft  of  his  family,  on  charges 
of  the  moft  ferious  nature  ;  and  the  two  laft 
were  both  fo  deranged,  that  the  Electors  fent 
them  the  next  day  to  Charenton,  to  be  con, 
fined  among  the  mad  people.  Tavernier 
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was  the  natural  fon  of  the  fate -Paris  Du- 
verney,  the  brother  of  Paris  de  MonU 
martel. 

Here  then  was  the  immenfe  number  of 
victims  that  were  faid  and  believed  to  be 
crowded  by  hundreds  in  the  dungeons  of 
defpotifm.  Thofe  pretended  dungeons  were 
chambers  as  agreeable  as  the  chambers  of  a 
prifon  can  be,  and  the  envenomed  reports 
published  by  fome  who  have  been  prifoners 
in  the  Baftile,  after  their  enlargement,  and 
particularly  by  Count  Mirabeau  and  Lin- 
guet,  prove  that  they  were  better  fed  there 
than  they  could  have  been  at  home.  There 
were  State  prifons  in  feveral  provinces  of 
the  Kingdom,  and  efpecially  in  Britany. 
The  number  of  thefe,  and  the  expeditious 
and  arbitrary  form  of  imprifonment  by  Let- 
tres  de  Cachet,  having  been  the  chief 
ground  of  the  opinion  generally  adopted 
among  foreign  nations  refpecting  the  pre- 
tended defpotifm  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  fay  here, 
that  while  I  was  Intendant  of  Britany,  I  re- 
ceived an  exprefs  order  from  the  King  to 
viflt  all  the  State-prifons  in  that  province, 
to  receive  from  every  prifoner  a  ftatement  re- 
fpecting himfelf,  and  to  tranfmit  an  account 

of 


JULY  1789.]         FRENCH   REVOLUTION.  245 

of  it  to  the  Minifter,  the  Baron  de  Breteuil, 
This  order  was  accompanied  with  the  am- 
pler!: inftructions  refpecting  the  motives  of 
juflice  and  humanity  by  which  it  had  been 
chelated,  and  the  manner  in  which  his  Ma- 
jefty  wifhed  his  paternal  intentions  to  be 
executed.  The  circular  letter  which  con- 
tained thofe  inftruclions  was  addrened  to  all 
the  Intendants  :  I  obeyed  it,  as  was  my 
duty,  with  the  utmoft  ftrictnefs,  and  I  at- 
teft  upon  my  honour,  that  there  was  not  in 
Britany  a  fingle  State-prifoner  whofe  con- 
finement was  not  an  ad  of  juftice,  and  in 
many  inftances  an  act  of  benevolence  or 
mercy. 

I  mail  now  return  to  the  fequel  of  the 
events  of  the  14th.  M.  de  Flejfelles,  who 
had  not  quitted  the  Hotel-de-Ville,  where  he 
was  Prefident  of  the  ArTembly  of  Electors, 
and  figned  all  their  Refolutions,  became 
fuddenly  fufpected  from  the  confirmation 
he  manifefted,  and  with  which  the  fight  of 
fo  many  horrors  might  well  fixike  him.  He 
was  vaguely  accufed  of  treachery,  without 
any  one  being  able  to  produce  againft  him 
a  fingle  fact  that  deferved  the  reproach.  The 
Electors  themfelves  were  the  chief  accom- 

Vol.  I.  U  plices 
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plices  in  the  project  of  murder  that  was 
forming  againll:  their  Prefident.     One  of 
them  faid  to  him,  "  There  are  fome  very 
41  fad  reports  in  circulation  about  you  :  I 
"  advife  you  to  juftify  yourfelf."    M.  de 
FlejfelleSy  totally  abforbed  by  the  fhock  he 
had  received  from  the  maffacre  of  M.  de 
Launay,   made  no  reply  to  this  addrefs, 
which  he  perhaps  did  not  hear.    Garan  de 
Coulon,  another  Elector,  interpreting  his 
filence  into  guilt,  called  to  him  furioufly — 
"  M.  de  Flejfelles,  you  have  betrayed  the 
"  Country,  and  the  Country  abandons  you." 
Irritated  by  this  attack,  M.  de  Flejfelles  rif- 
ing  haftily  faid,,  "  I  fee  very  well,  G'entle- 
*'  men,  that  I  am  not  pleafing  to  you;  I  mail 
"  retire."    On  leaving  the  Hall  he  found, 
himfelf  in  the  midll:  of  a  troop  of  furies, 
who  preffed  round  him,  overwhelming  him 
with  queftions  and  threats.     "  I  cannot, 
"  Gentlemen,  anfwer  you  all  at  once,"  faid 
he;  **  come  fome  of  you  to  my  houfe,  and 
**  I  will  acquaint  you  with  my  conduct,  the 
"  motives  of  it,  and  give  you  every  expla- 
tc  nation  you  can  defire."     But  he  had 
fcarcely  pafTed  the  arcade  of  St.  John's 
Church,  when  one  of  thofe  villains,  clap- 
2  ping 
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ping  a  piftol  to  the  nape  of  his  neck,  faid  as 
he  fired  it,  "  Traitor,  you  fhall  go  no  Far* 
**  ther."    He  fell  dead  on  the  fpot. 

The  Electors  hoped  to  extenuate  the  hor- 
ror of  this  affaffination,  by  caufing  it  to  be 
confidered  as  a  natural  and  almoft  lawful 
vengeance,  for  a  treachery,  the  proof  of 
which  they  pretended  to  have.  In  fact,  they 
declared,  that  when  M.  de  Launay  was  ar- 
retted, a  letter  had  been  found  in  his  pocket 
from  M.  de  Flejfelles,  containing  this  ex- 
prefTion  :  "lam  amufing  the  Parifians  with 
"  cockades  and  promifes ;  hold  out  till 
*'  night,  and  you  will  receive  a  reinforce- 
"  ment."  But  this  fuppofed  letter,  which, 
had  it  exifted,  they  would  not  have  failed  to 
preferve  very  carefully,  was  never  feen  by 
any  body ;  and  I  heard  M.  Bailly  himfelf 
fay,  in  a  vifit  he  paid  me  when  he  left  the 
Mayoralty,  that  he  had  no  knowledge  of  it, 
and  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  refer  to 
any  one  who  had  told  him  that  he  had 
read  it. 

The  heads  of  de  Launay  and  de  Flefelles, 
with  thofe  of  fome  of  the  other  victims  of 
this  dreadful  day,  were  placed  on  pikes,  and 
paraded  through  the  ftreets  and  at  the 
Palais-Royal,   followed   by    an  immenfe 
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crowd.    In  the  retinue  were  fome  perfons 
carried  on  litters,  and  among  others  a  French 
Guard,  crowned  with  laurel,  and  ornament- 
ed with  a  croix  de  St.  Louis,  but  whofe 
wild  looks  proclaimed  a  man  lefs  flattered 
than  frightened  at  all  the  honours  conferred 
upon  him.    This  foldier,  whofe  name  was 
Dubois,  led  more  by  the  thirft  of  wine 
than  the  thirft  of  glory,  had  taken  his  poft, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  attack  upon 
the  Baftillc,  at  a  public-houfe,  whence  he 
iiTued,  half-drunk,  an  hour  after  the  popu- 
lace were  in  poffeffion  of  the  CafUe.  The 
particulars  which  he  had  heard  related  of  the 
great  victory  juft  gained  by  the  People,  ex- 
cited his  curiofity  to  fee  the  field  of  battle. 
He  went  forward  to  the  moats,  and  flopped 
mechanically  before  one  of  the  towers,  the 
height  of  which  he  was  ftupidly  exploring, 
when  fuddenly  the  workmen  in  the  Faux- 
bourg,  deceived  by  his  regimentals,  ran  up 
to  him,  fuppofinghim  to  be  one  of  the  he- 
roes who  had  moft  diftinguifhed  themfelves 
in  the  famous  fiege.    One  puts  a  crown  of 
laurel  on  his  head,  another  decorates  his 
button-hole  with  a  croix  de  St.  Louis,  which 
lie  had  taken  from  an  Officer  of  the  garrifon 
whom  he  had  aflaflinated,  and  all  join  in 

forcing 
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forcing  him  away  with  them  to  the  Place- 
de-Greve,  in  fpite  of  his  refufal  and  refift- 
ance,  which  they  took  for  modefty.  The 
next  day  he  told  a  tradefman,  who  had  en- 
tertained him  at  the  conclulion  of  the  day, 
that  he  had  fuffered  the  moft  bitter  anguifh 
till  he  efcaped  from  the  hands  of  thofe 
furies ;  for  he  thought  that  they  had  put  him 
upon  the  litter  only  to  fecure  his  perfon,  and 
that  the  proceffion  in  which  he  was  figuring 
in  fo  remarkable  a  manner  would  end  by  his 
being  hanged,  and  his  head  added  to  thofe 
that  were  carried  before  him.  When  he  re- 
covered from  his  fright  and  from  his  drunk- 
ennefs,  he  was  honeft  enough  to  carry  the 
croix  de  St.  Louis,  with  which  they  had 
decorated  him,  to  the  Hotel-de-Ville . 

On  another  litter  was  an  old  man,  with  a 
bald  head,  and  a  long  white  beard  falling  to 
the  middle  of  his  cheft.  This  was  the  un- 
fortunate mad  perfon  named  Whyt,  one  of 
the  feven  prifoners  found  in  the  Baftille,  The 
regifters  of  that  State  prifon  having  been  all 
either  burnt  or  ftolen,  it  is  almoft  impoflible 
to  know  whether  this  old  man  was  mad 
when  he  was  put  into  the  Baftille,  or  whe- 
ther the  diftemper  was  owing  to  too  long  a 

U  3  con* 
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confinement ;  but  this  uncertainty  has  not 
prevented  the  factious  and  the  llanderers  of 
the  Government  from  adopting  and  crediting 
the  latter  opinion,  as  the  more  probable. 
We  ought  not  to  confound  with  thefe  peo- 
ple the  rational  and  moderate  men,  who 
think,  tha>  under  a  Defpotic  King,  or  in 
the  hands  of  a  violent,  infenfible,  or  wicked 
Miniftry,  the  Lettres  de  Cachet  were,  or 
might  foon  be  made,  the  inftrument  of  the 
moll:  odious  tyranny.  This  incontestable 
truth  was  doubtlefs  a  very  powerful  reafon, 
not  for  annulling  entirely  the  ufe  of  Lettres 
de  Cachet,  but  for  limiting  it,  by  fubjedting 
it  to  rules  the  mofT:  proper  to  preclude  the 
danger  of  it ;  for  there  would  be  no  means 
of  authority  left  to  a  Government,  if  all 
thofe  were  profcribed  which  defpotifm  may 
abufe.  No  one  is  more  convinced  than  my- 
felf  that  the  authority  of  Kings,  that  their 
very  beneficence,  ought  never  to  be  arbi* 
trary  ;  but  I  am  no  lefs  convinced  of  another 
truth,  which  Louis  XVI.  has  inferted  in  his 
immortal  Teftament,  and  that  is,  "  That  a 
"  King  cannot  enforce  the  laws,  and  do  the 
**  good  which  his  heart  prompts,  unlefs  he 
M  be  poffefied  of  neceflary  authority ;  and 
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"  that  othcrwife,  being  fettered  in  his  ope- 
*<  rations,  and  infpiring  no  refpecT:,  he  is 
*'  more  hurtful  than  ufeful." 

I  have  faid  too  much  of  the  Baftille,  not 
to  awaken  the  recollection  of  a  celebrated 
imprifonment,  which,  though  it  took  place 
about  three  years  prior  to  the  Revolution,  is 
no  lefs  connected  with  the  Hiftory  of  it 
than  with  that  of  Louis  XVI.    The  atten- 
tion which  that  exertion  of  power  excited 
throughout  Europe,  has  given  too  much  in- 
tereft  to  the  circumftances  that  are  known  of 
it,  to  fuffer  thofe  that  are  unknown  to  be 
confidered  as  indifferent,  or  as  mifplaced  in 
thefe  Memoirs.  But  not  to  interrupt  the  nar- 
rative of  more  ferious  as  well  as  more  recent 
events,  I  mall  throw  them  into  a  note,  as 
I  mould  have  given  them  in  evidence  before 
the  Parliament  of  Paris,  had  I  been  called 
upon  as  a  witnefs  in  the  unfortunate  affair 
of  the  Cardinal  de  Rohan,  and  Madame  de 
La  Motte  *. 

*  See  the  Notes,  No.  ii. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


Want  of  Forefight  in  the  Minijlers — Con* 
duel  of  the  Affembly — The  King  confents 
to  the  Removal  of  the  Troops — Deputa- 
tion from  the  Eleclors  of  Paris  to  the  Af- 
fembly— Falfe  Account  given  by  them — ■ 
New  Deputation  from  the  Affembly  to 
the  King— His  Majeflfs  Anfwer — Re* 
folution  adopted  by  the  Affembly — Plan 
and  Meafures  of  the  Factious — Commit* 
tee  of  Montr ouge  —  Cowardice  of  the 
Duke  of  Orleans — Confufwn — Alarms  at 
Night — Ridiculous  Fears  of  the  Pari* 
fans — The  King  goes  to  the  A ffembly  and 
grants  whatever  they  demand— His  Ma- 
jefly's  Speech — The  Prefident's  Reply — 
Great  Joy — The  Affembly  attend  the 

King 
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King  hack  to  the  Palace,  and  fend  a 
numerous  Deputation  to  Paris,  Jor  the 
Purpofe  of  reforing  Tranquillity, 

The  communication  between  Ve.rfaillcs 
and  the  capital  being  almoft  entirely  flopped 
by  the  continual  arrefts  of  the  couriers  and 
paffengers,  it  was  very  late  at  night  on  the 
14th  of  July,  before  the  Affembly  were  in* 
formed  of  a  part  of  the  outrages  committed 
at  Paris,  They  only  learned  from  one  of 
their  members,  (the  Vifcount  de  No ai lies) 
who  had  been  there,  that  the  Hotel-des-In- 
validcs  had  been  pillaged,  that  the  cannon 
and  every  gun  found  there  had  been  carried 
off  by  the  People;  that  the  citizens  were 
armed,  and  that  there  was  a  plan  for  attack- 
ing the  Baftille. 

This  news  interrupted  a  debate,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  fend  a  fecond  Deputation 
to  the  King,  to  demand  the  removal  of  the 
troops.  The  motion  had  been  made  by 
Count  Mirabeau,  and  the  Factious  had 
taken  previous  meafures  to  fecure  its  fuccefs, 
by  publishing,  by  means  of  their  emifla- 
ries,  that  the  plan  of  the  Minifters  was  to 
inveft  the  Hall  with  cannon  on  the  follow- 
ing night ;  to  increafe  the  pay  of  the  foldiers, 

in 
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in  order  to  infure  their  allegiance  ;  to  block 
and  bombard  Paris,  and  fo  forth.  Mira- 
beau  alfo  moved,  that  the  AfTembly  mould 
refolve,  that  they  would  attend  to  no  other 
object  until  the  troops  collected  in  the  ca- 
pital and  the  neighbourhood,  were  entirely 
withdrawn.  This  motion  was  not  adopted, 
but  the  former  pafTed  unanimoufly;  and  it 
was  refolved,  that  the  fame  Deputation  who 
had  gone  to  the  King  the  day  before,  mould 
now  return  to  his  Majefly,  and  demand  the 
removal  of  the  troops. 

The  King  was  not  better  informed  than 
the  AfTembly,  of  the  fituation  of  the  ca- 
pital ;  the  irruption  made  into  the  Hotel-des- 
Invalides  was  the  only  event  he  had  heard 
of ;  and  his  Majefty  was  deliberating  with 
his  Minifters  upon  the  meafures  to  be  taken, 
for  preventing  farther  excefTes,  when  the 
Deputation  from  the  AfTembly  arrived  at  the 
Palace. 

The  want  of  a  plan,  the  want  of  fore  fight, 
and  the  irrefolution  of  the  Minifters,  placed 
the  King  in  fo  critical  a  pofition,  that  he 
could  not,  without  perfonal  danger  to  him- 
felf  and  the  Royal  Family,  either  Men  to, 
or  reject  the  demand  which  the  AfTembly 
had  the  imprudence  or  daftardly  treachery 

to 
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to  make.  This  reflection,  and  the  King's 
natural  repugnance  to  violent  fteps,  deter- 
mined him  to  confent  to  the  removal  of  the 
troops.  The  Deputation  was  admitted,  and 
the  King  gave  them  the  following  An- 
fwer: 

*'  I  have  been  inceffantly  engaged  on 
"  every  meafure  likely  to  reftore  tranquilli- 
*'  ty  to  Paris.  I  had,  in  confequence,  given 
t*  orders  for  the  Prev6t-des~  Marc  hands  and 
"  Municipal  Officers  to  repair  hither,  that 
"  I  might  concert  with  them  the  neceffary 
"  fteps  to  be  taken.  Being  fince  informed 
"  of  the  formation  of  a  bourgeois  guard,  I 
"  have  ordered  the  General  Officers  to  put 
"  themfelves  at  the  head  of  that  guard,  to 
u  aflift  it  with  their  experience,  and  to  fe- 
"  cond  the  zeal  of  the  good  citizens.  I 
u  have  alfo  ordered  the  troops  that  are  in 
11  the  Champ-de-Mars  to  withdraw  from 
"  Paris.  The  uneafinefs  you  exprefs  on  the 
"  diforders  of  that  city  muft  be  felt  by 
"  every  heart,  and  affects  mine  very  deeply." 

Before  the  return  of  the  Deputation,  for 
which  the  AlTembly  were  waiting  with  the 
utmoft  impatience  and  uneafinefs,  two  of 
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the  Electors  of  Paris  fent  by  the  Committee 
from  the  HoteLde-Ville,  prefented  themfelves 
and  demanded  an  audience.  They  had  fet 
out  before  the  Baftille  was  thrown  open  and 
abandoned  to  the  populace.  The  refolution 
by  which  they  were  deputed  to  the  AlTembly, 
and  which  was  figned  by  M.  de  Fleffelles, 
charged  them  to  paint  "  the  dreadful  fitu- 
"  ationof  the  Capital ;  the  difafters  that  had 
M  happened  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
4<  Baftille  j  the  inefficacy  of  the  Deputations 
* '  that  had  been  fent  to  the  Governor,  with 
*'  a  drum  and  flag  as  tokens  of  peace,  to 
V  defire  that  the  cannon  of  the  Baftille  might 
"  not  be  directed  againft  the  people;  the 
"  death  of  feveral  citizens  killed  by  the  fire 
M  from  the  Baftille;  the  people  calling 
"  loudly  to  befiege  it,  and  the  {laughter 
M  that  may  be  the  confequence  of  it;  and 
11  to  entreat  the  National  Aftembly  to  have 
*•  the  goodnefs  to  conflder  in  its  wifdom,  as 
•*  promptly  as  poftible,  the  means  of  avert- 
'*  ing  from  Paris  the  horrors  of  civil  war." 

This  refolution  contained  alfo  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Committee  to  keep  up  a  daily 
correfpondence  with  the  National  Aftembly. 

The  Speaker  of  the  Deputation  gave  a 
very  falfe  account  of  what  had  pafted  at  the 
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Baftille,  particularly  in  accufing  M.  de  LaU- 
nay  of  having  allowed  the  Deputation, 
which  appeared  with  a  flag  and  drum  in 
token  of  peace,  to  enter  the  court,  and  of 
then  firing  upon  them.  This  pretended 
treachery"  excited  a  general  clamour  of  in- 
dignation and  horror  throughout  the  Al- 
fembly  ;  and  Mirabeau  called  out  furioufly 
for  the  head  of  Mar  dial  Broglio. 

The  Archbifhop  of  Vienne  being  ftill  at 
the  Palace  with  the  Deputation,  M.  de  la 
Fayette,  who  was  Prefident  in  his  abfence, 
anfwered  the  Electors :  '*  That  the  AvTembly 
M  were  inceffantly  engaged,  night  and  day, 
"  on  the  means  of  preventing,  or  putting  an 
M  end  to,  the  public  misfortunes ;  and  that  a 
M  numerous  Deputation  was  gone  at  that 
"  very  time  to  the  King,  with  the  moft  ear- 
*'  neft  entreaties  to  remove  the  troops." 

To  leave  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  Pari- 
fians  refpecting  the  fentiments  of  the  AfTem- 
bly,  he  invited  the  Deputies  to  be  prefent  at 
the  debate  on  their  demand.  Here  almoft  all 
the  Deputies  rofe  at  once,  and  propofed  that 
another  Deputation  mould  be  lent  to  the  King, 
to  inform  him  of  the  new  circumftances  re- 
ported by  the  Electors,  and  to  infill:  more 
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flrongly  on  the  removal  of.  the  troops.  At 
this  moment  the  firffc  Deputation  entered, 
and  read  the  King's  anfwer  :  but  far  from 
being  fatisfied  with  it,  it  was  regarded  as  a 
farther  motive  to  difpateh  another  Deputa- 
tion immediately.  It  was  not  enough  for 
the  factious,  that  the  King  confented  to  re- 
move the  troops  that  were  in  the  Champ  de 
Mars  ;  it  was  necclTary  that  thofe  in  the  en- 
virons mould  alfo  be  fent  away  ;  and  fuch 
was  the  wifli  that  the  new  Deputation  was 
charged  to  convey  to  his  Majefty. 

It  was  then  half  after  ten  o'clock  at  night. 
The  King,  in  confternation  at  the  fcenes  of 
horror  that  were  palling  at  Paris,  was  confult- 
ing  with  his  Minifters  without  being  able  to 
come  to  any  final  refolution ;  for  the  frefh 
circumftances  of  which  they  were  every  in- 
ftant  informed,  continually  changed  the 
grounds  of  the  queftion.  The  Council 
were  in  this  ftate  of  irrefolution  and  embar- 
ralTment  when  the  next  deputation  arrived. 
They  were  immediately  admitted.  The 
ArchbilTiop  of  Paris,  who  was  their  Speaker, 
painted  the  (ituation  of  the  Capital  in  the 
moil:  pathetic  terms,  conjured  the  King  to 
yield  to  the  wifhes  of  the  AlTembly,  and 
read  to  him  the  whole  of  the  Refolution  of 

the 
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the  Committee  of  the  Electors.  The  King  re- 
plied :  *  *  You  rend  my  heart  more  and  more 
"  by  the  account  you  give  me  of  the  cala- 
*.'  mities  of  Paris.  It  is  not  poffible  to  be- 
"  lieve,  that  the  orders  which  have  been 
"  given  to  the  troops  are  the  caufe  of  them. 
"  You  know  the  anfwer  I  gave  to  the  pre- 
V  ceding  Deputation;  I  have  nothing  more 
"  to  add  to  it." 

The  emotion  with  which  the  King  pro- 
nounced thefe  words,  was  fufficiently  expref- 
five  of  the  grief  he  felt  ;  the  Deputation  were 
deeply  affected  by  it,  and  the  Archbifhop  of 
Paris  reprefented  it  to  the  Affembly  in  the 
propereft  manner  to  difpofe  them  to  hear  his 
Majefty's  anfwer  without  prejudice;  but 
the  Majority,  which  was  compofed  of  the 
molt,  timid  Deputies,  coalefcing  through  ter- 
ror with  the  bolder!:,  thought  this  anfwer 
ftill  inefficient,  and  no  one  dared  to  utter  or 
fupport  a  different  opinion.  The  two  Elec- 
tors flill  prefent  at  the  fitting,  waiting  for  an 
anfwer  to  the  Deputation  from  the  Hotel-de- 
Ville,  requefled  to  have  one  from  the  AfTem- 
bly, who  being  able  to  fuccour  the  rebels  in 
no  other  way  than  by  their  Refolutions, 
haftened  to  adopt  one  that  might  fatisfy 
them,  and  charged  the  two  Deputies  to  carry 

it 
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k  to  their  colleagues*  This  Refolution  was 
as  follows : 

44  The  National  Aflembly,  deeply  affe&ed 
44  by  the  calamities  which  they  had  but  too 
44  plainly  forefeen,  have  never  ceafed  re- 
44  quelling  of  his  Majefty  the  full  and  ab- 
14  folute  retreat  of  the  troops  aiTembled  in 
44  an  extraordinary  manner  in  the  Capital 
44  and  neighbourhood.  They  have  again 
44  fent  this  day  two  Deputations  to  the 
44  King  on  this  fubjecl,  on  which  they  have 
44  been  inceflantly  employed  night  and  day. 
44  They  will  take  the  fame  fteps  to-morrow, 
"  and  render  them  ftill  more  preffing  if  pof- 
44  fible.  They  will  never  ceafe  repeating 
44  them,  and  making  new  efforts,  until  they 
44  meet  the  fuccefs  which  they  have  a  right 
44  to  expecl  from  the  juftice  of  their  de- 
44  mand,  and  from  the  King's  own  heart 
44  when  its  emotions  are  not  fufpended  by 
44  impreiTions  from  others." 

Can  it  be  conceived,  that  during  an  in- 
furrection,  in  which  the  people  armed  and 
conftantly  committing  a&s  of  violence  were 
every  where  but  feebly  refilled  by  the  troops, 
the  removal  of  thefe  could  have  been  confider- 
ed  and  folicited  by  the  Affembly  as  the  only 
means  of  fuppreiTmg  the  infurredion  and 

pre- 
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preventing  new  ones  ?  This  is  the  kind  of 
feafoning  that  was  ufed  by  the  innocent  fhep- 
herd  who,  attempting  to  gain  the  friendfhip  of 
the  wolves  by  confidence,  {hut  up  his  dogs 
and  left  his  fold  open ;  by  which  he  foon  loft 
his  flock,  and  in  the  end  was  devoured  him- 
felf :  a  fable  which  might  be  applied  to  the 
Revolution,  if  in  this  inftance  the  conduct  of 
the  Aflembly  could  be  afcribed  to  their  inno- 
cence. But  it  was  too  clear  that  they  nei- 
ther wifhed  to  fupprefs  the  infurrection,  nor 
prevent  new  ones;  on  the  contrary,  they 
wifhed  to  enfure  the  triumph  of  the  rebels, 
with  whom  they  had  already  fided  by  the 
Refolution  of  the  evening  before — that  of 
the  14th  of  the  July  being  only  the  fequel  of 
it.  From  their  union  there  refulted  a  pro- 
fufion  of  crimes,  of  fo  ferious  a  nature  as 
to  call  upon  Hiftory  to  fupply  the  want  of 
criminal  juftice,  by  arraigning  thofe  who 
fhared  in  them,  even  through  weaknefs ;  for 
weaknefs  is  never  an  excufe  for  the  crimes  of 
High  Treafon. 

Thefe  Refolutions  were  eflentially  con- 
nected with  the  plot  which  had  produced 
the  infurrections  of  the  Capital,  of  which 
the  chief  leaders  were  in  the  Aflembly,  and 
the  Palais-Royal  was  their  focus.    The  ob- 
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ject  of  the  confpirators  was  to  raife  the  Duke 
of  Orleans  to  the  rank  of  Lieu  tenant-Gene- 
ral of  the  Kingdom.  That  Prince,  incapable 
from  his  defect  of  energy  and  character  of 
being  the  leader  of  any  party  whatever,  was 
indeed  nothing  more  than  the  puppet  of  his 
Faction  :  he  lent  them  his  name,  gave  them 
his  money,  and  left  every  thing  to  their 
management.  They  held  their  Secret  Com- 
mittees at  Montrouge  near  Paris,  and  the 
elder  Mirabeau,  the  Abbe  Sieyes,  La  Clos, 
and  La  Touche,  were  at  the  head  of  them. 
From  this  Committee  proceeded  the  inftruc- 
tions  and  the  funds,  which  were  given  to 
trufty  agents,  who  tranfmitted  them  to  the 
incendiaries  of  the  Palais-Royal,  and  to  a 
great  number  of  underlings,  paid  for  feafon- 
ably  exciting  infurrections  at  Paris  and 
throughout  the  kingdom;  for  correfpond- 
i-ng  with  the  army,  difpofing  it  to  de- 
fection j  and  for  other  manoeuvres  of  the 
like  nature.  The  infurrection  of  the  12th 
of  July,  in  which  the  cries  of  Vive  le  Due 
d*  Orleans  were  oceafionally  fhouted,  and  the 
outrages  without  number  which  difgraced  the 
following  days,  were  only  calculated  to  con- 
vince the  King  and  his  Minifters,  that  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  could  alone  reftore  calm  to 

the 
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the  Capital,  and  by  his  credit  and  influence 
put  a  flop  to  thofe  excefles,  which  his 
Majefty  had  loft  the  power  of  fuppreffing  or  of 
punifhing.  Mirabeau  never  doubted  that  the 
rank  of  Lieutenant- General  of  the  Kingdom, 
applied  for  by  that  Prince  lefs  as  a  reward  for 
any  fervice  that  merited  it,  than  as  the  ne- 
ceflary  means  of  doing  fervice,  would  be 
granted  to  him  without  the  leaft  difficulty ; 
and  the  only  queftion  that  remained,  was  to 
prevail  upon  him  to  alk  it,  and  to  compofc 
his  theme  for  him.  Thefe  were  the  expref- 
fions  made  ufe  of  by  Mirabeau  himfelf  in 
fpeaking  of  this  fact.  It  was  then  agreed 
that  the  Duke  of  Orleans  mould  pre  fen  t 
himfelf  at  the  Council  door  while  they 
were  fitting,  that  he  mould  defire  admiffion 
on  very  urgent  bufinefs,  and  which  it  was  of 
the  utmofl  confequence  to  mention  to  the 
King ;  that  he  mould  offer  to  go  as  Media- 
tor between  the  King  and  the  Capital ;  and 
that  he  mould  make  his  appointment  to  the 
rank  of  Lieutenant-General  of  the  King- 
dom the  effential  condition  of  his  mediation*. 

*  See  for  all  thefe  facts  the  Proceedings  at  the  Chate- 
let  againft  the  outrages  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  October, 
and  particularly  the  Depofition  of  M.  de  Virieuy  Vol.  I. 
page  si 3,  No.  140. 
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The  authors  of  this  plan  had  no  more 
confulted  the  interefts  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans 
than  his  capacity,  with  which  they  had  no- 
thing to  do.  Their  only  object  was  to  con- 
centrate power,  the  nomination  to  offices, 
and  above  all,  the  difpofal  of  the  funds  01 
the  Royal  treafure,  in  the  Committee  of 
Montrouge,  who  were  to  become  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Minifters,  directed  by  Mirabeau,  for 
whom  the  place  of  Prime  Minifter  was 
referved.  Nor  even  here  were  the  views 
of  the  Orleans  Faction  bounded  :  the  rank 
of  Lieutenant-General  of  the  Kingdom  was 
only  to  be  a  ftep  for  that  Prince  to  mount 
the  throne  the  moment  the  occafion  offered ; 
and  the  progrefs  of  the  Revolution  was  too 
rapid  to  allow  that  period  to  be  confidered 
as  at  a  great  diftance. 

The  exigence  of  this  horrible  project  is 
the  lefs  to  be  difputed  as  Mirabeau  himfelf 
avowed  it  in  the  AlTembly ;  and  pufhed  his 
effrontery  fo  far  as  to  maintain,  "  that  this 
"  project  was  fuch  as  every  Citizen  might 
««  boaft :  that  it  was  not  only  juftifiable  at 
"  the  period  in  which  it  was  planned,  but 
««  that  it  was  good  in  itfelf,  and  even  laud-- 
"  able!  Would  you  think  it  ftrange," 
added  he,  "  that  a  friend  of  the  throne  and 
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¥  of  liberty,  on  obferving  the  horizon  dark- 
m  ened,  and  judging  better  than  the  enthu- 
11  fiaft  of  the  tendency  of  opinion,  the  ac* 
<c  celeration  of  events,  and  the  dangers  of 
"  infurrection,  fhould  have  faid  to  the 
M  vaunted  Royalift,  Well,  who  denies  you 
61  that  the  French  are  Monarchijls?  Who 
"  difputes  with  you  that  France  both  needs 
ff  and  defires  a  King  ?  But  a  Louis  XVII. 
Xi  will  be  King  as  well  as  Louis  XVI.  ;  and 
"if  the  Nation  can  be  perfuaded  that 
* 1  Louis  XVI.  is  an  abettor  and  accejfory 

of  the  exceffes  that  have  wearied  their 
M  patience ,  they  will  call  for  a  Louis 
"  XVII.  /  The  zealous  fupporter  of  Liberty 
st  would  have  pronounced  thefe  words  with 
**  fo  much  the  more  energy,  as  he  would 
'*  have  been  better  acquainted  with  circum- 
*'  fiances  that  might  render  his  difcourfe 
"  more  efficacious.  And  would  he  ap- 
"  pear  to  you  a  confpirator,  a  bad  citizen, 
' '  or  even  a  bad  reafoner  ?  '* 

It  was  not  to  Jacobins,  but  in  the  tribune 
of  the  National  Affembly  that  Miraheau 
dared  to  utter  thefe  regicide  expreffions,  in 
j unification  of  himfelf ;  which  at  any  other 
$ime,  and  any  where  but  in  France,  would  have 
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led  him  to  the  fcaffold*.  They  difcover 
but  too  plainly  the  objed:  of  the  infamous 
calumnies  which  began  at  that  time  to  be 
fpread  againft  the  King,  and  more  particu- 
larly againft  the  Queen. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans  having  made  him- 
felf  thorough  matter  of  the  Theme  which 
the  Committee  of  Montrouge  had  prepared 
for  him,  went  on  the  15th  to  the  Palace, 
where  he  witnefTed  the  affliction  and  alarm 
fpread  by  the  news  of  the  Baftile  being 
taken,  and  of  the  enormities  that  had  been 
the  confequences  of  it.  He  furely  could  not 
have  chofen  a  juncture  more  favourable  to 
the  demand  he  went  to  make :  accordingly, 
he  prefented  himfelf  at  the  door  of  the 
King's  chamber,  which  was  before  the 
Council  Hall,  and,  as  the  Baron  de  Breteuil 
was  coming  out  of  it,  afked  him,  with  the 
moll:  embarrafTed  air,  if  he  could  not  fpeak 
with  his  Majefty.  44  It  is  not  pofiible," 
replied  the  Minifter;  44  the  King  is  juft  re- 
44  tired  to  his  apartments,  and  will  fee  no- 
44  body ;  but  if  you  have  any  thing  to  afk 
44  of  him,  or  to  communicate  to  him,  you 

*  This  Speech  is  given  at  full  length  in  the  paper  of 
the  Moniteur,  Odlober  4,  1790. 
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"  may  write  to  him  and  fend  me  your  letter, 
"  which  I  will  give  to  him  this  evening  at 
*'  the  Council,  unlefs  you  think  proper  to 
"  write  directly  to  myfelf:  I  will  either 
f '  mow  your  letter  to  the  King,  or  I  will  tell 
*'  him  any  thing  you  delire."  He  chofe  to 
write  to  the  Minifter;  biitinftead  of  daring  to 
mention  in  his  letter  to  the  Baron  de  Ere- 
teuil  the  flighteft  pretentions  to  the  rank  of 
Lieutenant-General  of  the  Kingdom,  he  con- 
tented himfelf  with  begging  that  Minifter  to 
afk  the  King,  to  permit  him  to  go  over  to 
England  if  affairs  took  a  dif agreeable  turn* 
The  Duke  of  Orleans,  too  much  afhamed 
of  his  cowardice  to  confefs  it  to  his  trulty 
friends,  only  told  them  that  his  demand  was 
before  the  King,  and  that  the  Baron  de  Bre- 
teuil  had  undertaken  to  make  the  report  of 
it  to  the  Council  which  was  to  be  held  that 
very  day,  at  feven  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
In  confequence  one  of  them  went  and  waited 
in  the  antichamber  for  the  breaking  up  of 
the  Council,  to  be  the  finft  informed  of  fuch 
important  news.  The  moment  he  per- 
ceived the  Baron  de  Breteuil,  he  ran  up  to 
him,  and  eagerly  aiked,  if  the  affair  of  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  had  pajfed?  "  Yesa 
■  *  without  the  leaft  difficuly,5>  replied  the 
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Minifter.  "  And  is  he  appointed  then  Lieu- 
*  f  tenant-General  of  the  Kingdom  ? 4  Lieu- 
"  tenant-General  of  the  Kingdom  !  what  is 
"  it  you  mean  ?" — "  The  affair  of  the  Duke 
"  of  Orleans.*' — "  The  Duke  of  Orleans 
**  has  a(ked  permillion  to  go  to  England, 
"  and  it  is  granted  him:  I  know  no  other 
"  bufinefs  he  has."  The  emhTary,  difcon- 
certed  by  fo  unexpected  an  anfwer,  made  no 
reply  to  this,  but  haftened  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  it  to  the  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  particularly  to  Count  Mirabeau, 
whofe  rage,  indignation,  and  contempt,  were 
vented  in  violent  imprecations  againil:  the 
Duke.  Almofl:  all  thefe  fads  are  proved  in 
the  proceedings  at  the  Chatelet,  on  the  of- 
fences of  the  5th  and  6th  of  Odober.  No 
mention  is  there  made  of  the  circumftances 
relative  to  the  Baron  de  Breteuil,  becaufe 
that  Minifter's  evidence  was  not  called  for 
on  the  trials ;  but  I  have  reported  them  be- 
caufe they  were  attefted  to  me  by  M.  de 
Mantmorin,  who  heard  them  from  the 
King,  and  from  the  Baron  de  Breteuil  him- 
felf. 

I  now  refume  the  chain  of  events  which 
I  thought  it  necenary  to  interrupt,  that  I 

might 
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might  not  break  the  narrative  of  fq  import" 
ant  an  anecdote. 

The  night  of  the  14th  of  July  was  an* 
other  night  of  anxiety  and  horror  for  the 
Parifians.  Terrified  at  the  enormity  of  their 
crimes,  and  particularly  dreading  the  exem- 
plary punifhment  they  deferved,  they  firmly 
believed  all  the  projects  of  vengeance  with 
which  the  King  was  charged,  and  were  in 
conftant  expectation  of  the  bombardment  of 
the  Capita],  or  the  arrival  of  Iquadrons  upon 
fquadrons  of  hulTars.  It  was  openly  faid, 
that  the  nobility  had  been  only  waiting  for 
this  moment  to  declare  themfelves  againil: 
ithe  people.  It  was  no  doubt  to  gain  credit 
to  this  infamous  calumny,  that  villains  tole- 
rably well  drefled  ran  through  the  ftreets 
with  chalk  in  their  hands,  flopped  at  all  the 
fmall  doors,  and  made  different  marks  upon 
them,  which  the  trembling  citizens  were 
eager  to  rub  out  unfeen,  in  hopes  of  efcap- 
ing  the  profcription  of  which  they  believed 
thofe  marks  to  be  the  fignals.  The  conti- 
nual ringing  of  the  alarm-bell,  the  confu- 
fion  of  the  patrols,  and  their  hurried  march, 
kept  up  the  general  terror ;  which  was  fiill 
further  increafed  fometimes  by  conftant 
alarms  given  by  the  cries  of,  to  arms,  to 

arms, 
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arms,  the  hujfars  are  coming;  fometimes 
by  the  report  of  cannon  heard  at  intervals, 
and  which  the  Diftricls  at  a  diftance  fup- 
pofed  were  fired  by  the  King's  troops.  Such 
was  the  cowardice  of  thofe  famous  conquer- 
ors of  the  Baflile,  that  a  large  body  of 
armed  citizens  polled  in  the  Rue  Vaugirard, 
hearing  the  clank  of  chains  at  a  diftance, 
imagined  it  might  be  a  train  of  artillery  for 
a  fiege,  with  a  powerful  efcort,  and  were  fo 
terrified  at  it,  that  a  man  palling  at  the  mo- 
ment, having  called  out  with  a  frightened 
air,  "  Here  come  the  hujfars  t1*  the  whole 
troop  deferted  their  poll:  and  vanifhed  in  a 
moment.  One  of  the  runaways  going  into 
a  houfe,  and  getting  up  to  the  garret- win- 
dow, foon  faw  that  this  formidable  train  of 
artillery,  and  this  column  of  huffars,  wrere 
nothing  more  than  a  carrier's  waggon  with  a 
team  of  fix  horfes. 

In  the  Hiftory  of  our  Revolution,  as  in 
that  of  the  Revolutions  of  all  countries, 
thoufands  of  facts  of  the  fame  kind  may 
be  cited,  which  all  prove  that  the  people, 
even  in  a  ftate'of  rebellion,  have  only  mo- 
ments of  bravery,  or  rather  of  fury,  and 
that  terror  is  in  fome  fort  natural  to  them. 
Their  ftrcngth,  which  confifis  in  their  im- 
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petuofity,  cannot  withftand  a  long  refinance, 
and  to  reduce  them  it  is  enough  to  attack 
them  before  they  themfelves  begin  the  at- 
tack, or  at  the  moment  they  give  it  over. 

At  length  the  day  appeared,  and  difpelled 
the  chimerical  and  ridiculous  fears  which 
had  difturbed  the  fleep  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Paris.  They  were  no  longer  apprehendve 
either  of  bombs  or  hufTars,  and  were  over- 
joyed at  finding  themfelves  as  brave  as  they 
were  the  day  before.  But  their  agitation  was 
kept  up  by  the  blackeft  fufpicions,  and  by 
the  moll  abfurd  conjectures.  They  were 
told,  "  that  the  attack  upon  the  capital  had 
*'  been  only  deferred,  becaufe  the  Court 
*'  wifhed  firft  to  turn  their  vengeance  againir. 
**  the  AfTembly ;  that  the  villains  who  dur- 
**  ing  the  night  had  been  crying — to  arms  ! 
iS  here  come  the  hujjars  !  were  emiffaries  of 
"  the  Minifters,  who  had  made  ufe  of  that 
ct  infernal  ftratagem  to  alarm  the  Parifians 
44  on  their  own  account,  in  order  to  prevent 
"  their  going  to  the  afliftance  of  the  Depu- 
f*  ties,  whofe  throats  were  perhaps  all  cut 
"  by  that  time."  When  it  was  known  that 
nothing  had  palled  at  Verfailles,  and  that 
the  AvTembly  continued  to  hold  their  fittings 
unmolefted,  it  was  rumoured,  that  the  pro- 
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ject  of  the  Minifters  had  failed,  becaufe 
the  cannoniers,  commanded  by  Marfhal 
Broglio,  had  refufed  to  obey  him.  The 
facl:  was,  that  Marlhal  Broglio  had  propofed 
to  efcort  the  King  and  the  Royal  Family 
fafely  to  Metz  with  the  army ;  and  that  his 
Majefty,  inftead  of  adopting  that  meafure, 
which  might  have  faved  every  thing,  had  de- 
termined, from  the  reprefentations  and  en- 
treaties of  the  Duke  de  Liancourt,  to  throw 
himfelf  confidently  upon  the  AfTembly,  and 
to  confent  to  all  they  afked  *. 

The 

»  On  the  fame  day  the  Archbifhop  of  Alx  being 
fent  for,  and  confulted  by  the  Queen,  advifed,  that 
the  King,  far  from  difraiffing  the  troops,  who,  the 
French  Guards  excepted,  were  (till  in  the  beft  order, 
mould  employ  them  to  put  an  end  to  the  riots,  to  diflblve 
the  Aflembly  of  the  Electors,  to  reftore  order  and  tran- 
quillity in  Paris,  &c.  He  thought  that  when  the  ca- 
pital was  thus  reclaimed,  his  Majefty  might,  without 
any  obftacle,  fufpend  or  diffolve  the  States-General  on 
the  grounds  of  convening  the  different  public  bodies  of 
the  State,  or  even  the  Bailiwick  AfTemblies,  to  advife 
with  them  on  fome  of  the  important  queflions  refpecl- 
ing  which  the  AfTembly  were  divided  ;  that,  during  thefe 
various  convocations,  the  King  might  re-eftablifh  and 
maintain  the  ftri&eft  Police  throughout  the  Kingdom, 
and  that  the  petitions  and  denunciations  that  would  in 
the  mean  time  be  fent  from  every  quarter  againft  th« 

States- 
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The  Affembly  not  knowing  this  Refolu- 
tion,  were  deliberating  upon  different  plans 
of  a  new  Addrefs,  which  they  intended  to 
fend  to  the  King  by  a  Deputation,  to  enforce 
his  withdrawing  the  troops  ;  to  demand  the 
difmiffion  of  all  bad  Counfellors  from  about 
his  perfon,  and  to  invite  him  to  come  to  the 
AlTembly. 

The  Deputies  who  were  to  go  with  this 
Addrefs  were  named  and  ready  to  fet  out, 
when  Mirabeau  had  the  affurance  to  flop 
them  by  this  violent  apoftrophe,  dictated  by 
the  fpirit  of  impofture  and  perfidy. 

"  Tell  the  King,"  cried  he,  "  that  the 
"  foreign  hordes  by  which  we  are  inverted, 
M  were  yefterday  vifited  by  Princes  and 
M  Princeffes,  and  by  favourites  of  both 
"  fexes,  and  were  careffed,  exhorted,  and 
"  entreated  by  them.  Tell  him  that  all 
"  night  long  the  foreign  fatellites,  gorged 
"  with  wine  and  gold,  were  predicting  in 
11  their  impious  fongs  the  fubjugation  of 
<f  France ;  and  that  their  brutal  prayers  in- 
"  voked  deftruclion  upon  the  National  Af- 

States-General,  would  render  it  unneceflafy  to  affera- 
ble  them  again,  and  would  put  it  in  the  King's  power 
to  refort  tp  the  means  propofed  by  the  firft  AMembly  or 
the  Notables  to  fupplj  the  deficit. 

&t  fembly. 
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•*  fembly.  Tell  him  that  in  his  very  Palace 
his  courtiers  were  dancing  to  the  founds 
<c  of  this  barbarous  mufic,  and  that  fuch 
H  was  the  prelude  to  the  fcene  on  St.  Bar- 
"  tholomew's  day.  Tell  him  that  that 
*'  Henry,  whofe  memory  the  Univerfe 
41  blefles, — he  whom  from  among  his  an- 
ceftors  he  chofe  for  his  model,  fent  pro- 
"  virions  into  Paris,  although  in  a  flate  of 
**  rebellion,  and  befieged  by  himfelf  in 
**  perfon;  but  that  his  ferocious  Counfellors 
*f  caufe  the  flour  which  commerce  brings 
*'  to  Paris,  to  be  turned  away,  although 
M  Paris  is  loyal  and  farmming." 

The  effecl:  which  thefe  atrocious  imputa- 
tions, fanctioned  in  fome  degree  by  the 
filence  of  the  AfTembly,  might  produce  at 
lb  critical  a  juncture,  would  naturally  in- 
creafe  the  embarraffment  and  the  alarms  of  the 
King  and  the  Minifters,  and  confequently 
difpofe  them  to  liften  readily  to  the  demand 
which  the  Duke  of  Orleans  was  that  day  to 
make  in  the  Council.  This  was  no  doubt 
the  view  of  Count  Mirabeau,  and  the  hope 
of  the  Committee  of  Montrouge,  but  they 
had  not  forefeen  that  the  King  would  render 
this  manoeuvre  ufelefs  by  going  himfelf  to 
the  AiTembly  before  the  Deputation  fet  out. 

In 
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In  fad:,  at  that  very  moment  they  were  in- 
formed by  the  Duke  de  Liancourt  that  fuch 
was  the  intention  of  his  Majefty,  whofe  ar- 
rival was  foon  after  announced  by  the  Grand 
Mailer  of  the  Ceremonies. 

It  was  then  determined,  that  the  Depu- 
tation who  were  to  have  gone  to  the  Palace 
mould  go  and  wait  to  receive  the  King  in 
the  court  before  the  entrance  of  the  Hall. 
Meanwhile  it  was  debated  what  look  the 
AfTembly  ought  to  affume,  when  the  King  ap- 
peared ;  and  whether  they  mould  receive 
him  with  the  ufual  marks  of  applaufe,  or, 
as  a  great  number  of  the  Deputies  willied, 
with  filence  and  gloomy  refpect.  But  be- 
fore the  queftion  was  decided  the  King  en- 
tered, accompanied  only  by  his  two  brothers. 
The  moment  he  appeared,  that  refpect,  that 
love,  that  irrefiftible  foftnefs,  which  the 
countenance  of  a  good  Monarch  in  misfor- 
tune always  excites,  became  manifeft,  in 
the  moll  affecting  manner.  The  whole  Af- 
fembly  rofe  at  once ;  thofe  who  had  dared 
to  propofe  keeping  filence  experienced  the 
impoffibility  of  it,  and  mixed  with  rapture 
their  applaufes  and  cries  of  "  Vive  k  RoiP* 
with  thofe  of  the  Deputies  who  remained 
loyal,  and  who  were  only  diftinguifhed  by 
3  the 
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the  tears  that  rilled  their  eyes.  When  hi$ 
Majefty  came  to  the  middle  of  the  Hall, 
near  the  chair  that  was  fet  for  him,  he  deli- 
vered ftanding,  and  without  putting  on  his 
hat,  this  Speech,  which  was  anticipated  by 
his  hearers  before  he  opened  his  mouth. 

"  Gentlemen, 
"  It  was  to  confult  you  upon  the  moft 
**  important  affairs  of  the  State  that  I  called 
' '  you  together.  There  is  none  more  preff- 
"  ing,  or  which  more  particularly  affects 
"  my  heart,  than  the  dreadful  diforders 
'*  which  reign  in  the  capital.  The  Head 
"  of  the  Nation  comes  with  confidence  in- 
"  tothemidft  of  its  Reprefentatives  to  ex* 
"  prefs  his  pain  to  them,  and  to  invite  them 
'*  to  fall  upon  means  to  re-eftablifh  order 
"  and  tranquillity.  I  know  that  unjuft  preju- 
H  dices  have  been  raifed ;  I  know  that  fome 
"  have  dared  to  publi(h  that  your  perfons  are 
se  not  fafe.  Could  it  be  neceffary  to  contradict 
"  fuch  criminal  reports,  contradicted  on 
'*  the  face  of  them  by  my  known  charac- 
"  ter?  Well  then!  I,  who  am  but  one 
•f  with  my  people,  I  will  truft  myfelf  to 
"  you.  Aflift  me  at  this  juncture  to  fecure 
"  the  fafety  of  the  State.    I  expect  it  from 

"  the 
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«'  the  National  Affembly  ;  the  zeal  of  the 
<f  Reprefentatives  of  my  People  united  for 
i(  the  common  welfare  affures  me  of  it ; 
"  and,  depending  upon  the  love  and  alle- 
*'  giance  of  my  fubjedts,  I  have  given  orders 
"  for  the  troops  to  withdraw  from  Paris  and 
"  from  Verfailles.  I  authorife,  nay  invite 
"  you  to  make  my  Refolution  known  to 
"  the  Capital." 

The  King  delivered  this  Speech  with  fo 
affedting  yet  fo  confident  an  air,  and  with 
a  voice  fo  affectionate,  that  the  Affembly 
could  not  hear  him  without  interrupting  him 
at  every  fentence  by  teffimonies  of  joy  and 
gratitude.  To  have  replied  in  a  manner 
worthy  this  Speech,  the  Prefident  ought  to 
have  confined  himfelf  to  exprefling  the  fen- 
timents  manifefted,  not  by  a  majority,  but 
by  the  whole  Affembly  ;  and  furely  it  was 
the  height  of  barbarity  or  ffupidity  to  choofe 
that  moment  for  expreffing  diftruft  to  the 
King,  and  imputing  the  public  calamities 
to  him  by  attributing  them  to  the  difmiffion 
of  the  Miniffers.  This  even  Mirabeau  him- 
felf would  never  have  done ;  but  this  the 
virtuous,  the  pious  Archbifhop  of  Vicnnc, 
who  was  then  Preftdent  of  the  Affembly, 
Vol.  I.  Y  dared 
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dared  to  do ;  and  fo  incredible  an  Anfwer 
can  only  be  reported  in  its  very  words  : 

Sire, 

"  The  love  of  your  fubjecls  for  your  fa- 
tc  cred  perfon  feems  at  this  moment  to  en- 
<f  croach  on  the  profound  refpecl  due  to 
«*  your  prefence — if,  however,  a  Sovereign 
"  can  be  better  refpected  than  by  the  love  of 
«'  his  fubjects.  The  National  AlTembly  re- 
si  ceive  with  the  greateft  fenfibility  the  af- 
4t  furances  which  your  Majefty  gives  them 
"  of  the  removal  of  the  troops  aflembled  by 
"  your  orders  within  and  about  the  Capital, 
"  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Verfailles,  They 
if  fuPP°fe  ^at  the  removal  granted  to  their 
"  wiflies  by  your  Majefty  is  not  /imply  a 
•?  removal  to  fome  dijlance,  but  that  the 
"  troops  are  to  be  fent  back  to  the  garri- 

Jons  or  quarters  whence  they  came. 

"  The  National  AlTembly  have  ordered 
"  me  to  mention  on  this  occafion  fome  of 
"  their  laft  Refolutions,  to  which  they  affix 
"  the  greateft  importance*.    They  fuppli- 

*  The  Aftembly  neither  had  nor  could  have  given 
fuch  an  order  to  the  Prefident  before  they  had  heard  the 
King's  Speech,  and  they  did  not  debate  after  hear- 
ing it. 

"  cate 
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"  cate  your  Majefty  to  open  without  delay 
"  a  free  intercourfe  between  Paris  and  Ver- 
"  failles;  and  to  eftablifti  at  all  times  an 
"  unreftrained  and  immediate  communica* 
"  tibri  between  them  and  your  Majefty. 
"  They  earneftly  folicit  your  Majefty's  ap- 
probation  to  a  Deputation  they  defire  to 
"  fend  to  Paris,  with  the  view  and  hope  of 
"  its  contributing  greatly  to  reftore  order  to 
"  your  Capital.     Laftly,  they  renew  their 
"  reprefentations  to  your  Majefty  upon  the 
"  changes  that  have  taken  place  in  your 
**  Council.    Thofe  changes  are  one  of  the 
"  principal  caufes  of  the  melancholy  trou- 
"  bles  which  afflicl:  us,  and  diftrefs  the 
"  heart  of  your  Majefty." 

"  My  intentions  and  wifhes,"  replied  the 
King,  '<  refpecling  the  Deputation  of  the 
M  National  Afiembly  are  known:  I  will 
P  never  refufe  a  communication  with  them 
V  whenever  they  deem  it  neceffary." 

As  he  concluded  this  fentence  the  King 
moved  forward  to  go  out  of  the  Hall,  and 
the  whole  Affembly  preffed  after  him.  In 
the  court  he  was  fo  affecled  with  the  defire 
they  mowed  of  accompanying  him  ftill  far. 

,  Y  2  ther, 
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ther,  that  his  Majefty  determined  on  walk- 
ing to  the  Palace.    The  Deputies  of  the 
three  Orders  then  mixed  without  diftinction 
with  the  Gardes-du-Corps ,  and  fwarmed 
about  his  perfon,  crying  "  Vive  le  Roi  /" 
The  people  running  in  crowds  from  every 
quarter  came  and  joined  their  acclamations 
to  thofe  of  the  Deputies.    This  immenfe 
retinue,  compofed  of  almoft  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Verfailles,  foon  became  fo  embar- 
raffing  from  the  efforts  they  made  all  at  the 
fame  time  to  get  near  the  King,  and  enjoy 
the  pleafure  of  feeing  him,  that  his  Majefty 
had  an  hour's  painful  walk  before  he  arrived 
at  the  Palace.    On  the  way  a  vulgar  woman, 
for  whom  no  doubt  a  theme  had  alfo  been 
made,  preffed  through  the  crowd,  came  up 
to  the  King,  and,  throwing  herfelf  on  her 
knees,  faid  to  him — "  Oh!  Sire!  Oh!  my 
"  King!    Is  what   you  have  been  doing 
"  really  fincere?  Will  it  not  be  again  as  it 
•*'  was  a  fortnight  ago  ?"   The  King,  far 
from  taking  offence  at  this  infolence,  raifed 
the  woman  kindly,  and  replied — "  Yes, 
"  yes,  my  good  woman,  it  will  be  lafting ; 
"  I  will  never  change  my  opinion." 

The  Affembly  having  attended  the  King 
as  far  as  the  bottom  of  the  flight  of  fleps 

in 
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in  the  Marble  Court,  returned  to  refume 
their  Sitting,  and  refolved — "  That  a  Dc- 
"  putation  compofed  of  eighty-eight  of  the 
"  members  mould  immediately  fet  out  for 
"  Paris;  that  they  mould  ufe  all  their  ef- 
"  forts,  and  employ  every  means  poffible, 
?!  to  reftore  order  and  tranquillity;  to  con- 
\f  folidate  the  eftablimment  of  the  bourgeois 
f1  guard  ;  and  that  they  mould  publifh  in 
V  every  part  or  the  town  the  alTurance  given 
"  by  the  King,  that  the  troops  were  going 
tf  to  withdraw  from  Paris  and  Verfailles." 

As  foon  as  the  Deputation  was  gone,  a 
member  of  the  Affembly  propofed  an  Ad- 
drefs  to  the  King,  to  demand  the  difmiffion 
of  the  new  Minilters,  as  being  abfolutely 
unworthy  of  the  public  confidence.  This 
motion  was  too  elTentially  connected  with 
the  plan  and  ambitious  views  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Montrouge,  not  to  be  agreeable  to 
Count  Mirabeau,  and  he  accordingly  fupT 
ported  it  with  all  his  power  ;  but  it  was  re- 
jected, on  the  obfervation  made  by  Count  de 
Clermont  Tonncrre,  t(  That  his  Majefty 
"  ought  to  be  differed  to  relifli  at  leaft  for 
"  four-and-twenty  hours  the  joy  and  happi- 
<c  nefs  of  being  King  of  fo  loyal  a  Nation ; 
"  and  that  in  fo  glorious  a  day  it  did  notbe- 

X  3  "  come 
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'«  come  the  dignity  of  the  Aflembly  to  at- 
ft  tend  to  fo  contemptible  a  Miniftry." 

Thus  terminated  that  memorable  Sitting, 
in  which  Louis  XVI,  ever  impelled  by  his 
fatal  reliance  on  the  love  and  allegiance  of 
the  French,  voluntarily  ftripped  himfelf  of 
all  the  means  of  fupporting  his  authority,  at 
a  moment  when  trhe  moft  powerful  would 
fcarcely  have  been  fuffkient  to  preferve  it.  , 
He  chofe  rather  to  leave  his  Throne  without 
fupport  to  the  mercy  of  all  the  factious  who 
wifhed  to  overthrow  it,  and  his  own  perfon 
without  defence  to  the  difcretion  of  a  peo- 
ple armed  and  delirious,  than  to  fhed  the 
blood  of  any  one  of  his  fubjects. 


CHAP- 


July  1789.]     FRENCH  REVOLUTION,  283 


CHAPTER  X. 


The  Electors  generally  cenfured  —  Their 
Embarrajfment  —  The    Commander  of 
the     Parijian    Militia  fuperfeded  — 
M.  de  la   Fayette   appointed   in  his 
Jleadt  on  the  Command  being  refufed 
by  the  J)uke  d'Aumont — M.  Bailly  ap- 
pointed Mayor — Arrival  of  the  Depu- 
tation from  the  AJfembly  at  the  Hotel- 
de-Ville  —  Speeches  —  Acclamations  and 
Tranfports  of  Joy — Te  Deum  at  Notre 
Dame — Conduct  of  the  Electors  and  of 
the  AJfembly — Mr.  Necker  recalled — Re- 
treat of  the  new  Miniflry — The  King 
goes  to  Paris,  accompanied  by  a  nume- 
rous Deputation  of  the  A jfembly— -De- 
parture of  the  Duchefs  de  Polignac— 
Sitting  held  by  the  King  at  the  Hotel-de- 
Ville — The  King  receives  the  National 

Y  4  '  Cockade 


284  ANNALS  OF  THE        [July  1789. 

Cockade—Speech  made  by  M.  de  Lally— 
General  Joy — The  King's  return  to  Ver- 
Jailles. 

It  was  foon  known  at  Paris  that  the  Af- 
fembly  had  not  experienced  any  of  the  dan- 
gers with  which  it  was  faid  to  have  been 
menaced  ;  that  the  pretended  refufal  of  the 
cannon iers  to  obey  Marmal  Broglio,  and  all 
the  projects  of  vengeance  attributed  to  the 
Minifters,  were  but  ridiculous  fables,  des- 
titute of  every  kind  of  foundation.  Alarms 
and  fufpicions  all  vanifhed,  and  gave  pla^e 
to  regret  and  remorfe  for  the  crimes,  as  atro- 
cious as  ufelefs,  with  which  the  capital  had 
difgraced  itfelf.    DilTatisfaction  and  forrow 
were  painted  on  every  countenance.  Loud 
murmurs  were  directed  againft  the  Electors, 
who  were  accufed  of  ignorance,  weaknefs, 
and  evil  intentions.    The  blame  of  all  that 
had  happened  was  thrown  upon  them. — 
"  They  alone,"  it  was  faid,  "  might  have 
M  been  able  to  prevent  it,  and  confequently 
:t  mould  be  refponfible  for  it." 

The  Electors,  alarmed  at  this  temper,  ex- 
erted their  utmoft  efforts  to  avert  from  their 
own  heads  the  ftorm  that  threatened  them, 
and  turned  all  the  charges  which  were  laid 
;- 1  "    ."  to 
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to  them  upon  the  irrefolution  of  Mt  de  Fief 
felleSy  the  want  of  a  chief  Magiftrate  after 
the  death  of  that  laft  of  the  Prevots,  and 
above  all,  upon  the  incapacity  of  the  Com- 
mander of  the  bourgeois  guard,  with  whom 
the  people  were  exceedingly  dhTatisfied,  for 
having  taken  no  part  in  the  events  of  the 
preceding  days.  *'  What,"  faid  they, 
f*  have  we  to  do  with  a  Commander  who 
c<  does  not  command,  and  who  cannot  (how 
f?  himfelf  a  man?" 

The  Commander,  La  Salle  d'Offemont, 
having  no  fatisfa&ory  reply  to  make  to  this 
reproach,  the  Ele&ors  hoped  to  effect  a  di- 
verfion  in  their  own  favour  by  employing 
themfelves  in  the  choice  of  another  Com- 
mander They  firfl  founded  the  Duke 
d'Aumont,  who  two  days  before  had  vo- 
luntarily tendered  his  fervices  :  he  was  fent 
for  to  the  Committee  of  the  Electors,  and 
offered  the  place  of  M.  de  la  Salle;  but  he 
refufed  it,  under  pretence  that  his  perfonal 
connexions  with  the  Court  would  render  his 
appointment  to  the  command  more  prejudi- 
cial than  ufeful  in  the  new  order  of  things. 
On  his  refufal  they  appointed  M.  de  la 
Fayette,  who  was  known  to  be  well  difpofed 
^o  accept  the  place.    This  appointment  was 

fol- 
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followed  by  that  of  M.  Bailly  to  the  office 
of  Mayor,  a  title  now  fubftituted  for  that 
of  Prevot  des  Marchands,  becaufe  the  new 
order  of  things,  it  was  faid,  required  that 
the  Head  of  the  Municipality  of  Paris 
fhould  unite  the  functions  of  Lieutenant  of 
Police,  and  even  thofe  of  Minifter  of  Paris, 
to  thofe  of  Prevot  des  Marchands. 

Although  the  Diftricts  objected,  and  with 
good  reafon,  that  the  Electors,  in  proceed- 
ing to  thefe  appointments,  had  exercifed  a 
right  that  did  not  belong  to  them,  the 
choice  they  had  made  gave  general  fatisfac- 
tion,  and  their  irregularity  was  forgotten  in 
public  approbation, 

Tranquillity  and  hope  began  to  revive, 
when  they  heard  of  the  new  meafure  adopt- 
ed by  the  King,  and  of  the  departure  of  the 
Deputation  fent  by  the  National  ArTembly  to 
Paris.  Thefe  arrived,  accompanied  by  the, 
people  of  the  different  villages  that  lie  on 
the  road  to  Verfailles.  The  Deputies  got 
out  of  their  carriages  at  the  barrier  de  la  Con- 
ference, and  walked  to  the  Hotel- d^e-Vi  lie 
through  a  lane  formed  by  more  than  fifty 
thoufand  men,  fome  armed  with  guns, 
others  with  pikes,  axes,  fcythes,  &c.  The 
ebftreperous  homage  of  this  undifciplined  and 

dif- 
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diforderly  multitude  gave  this  mow  much 
more  the  air  of  an  infurreclion  than  that  of 
a  triumphal  pro cejfion.  On  all  fides  the  peo- 
ple cried  out — «.!  Thefe  are  our  faviours, 
thefe  are  the  deliverers  of  France— the 
f  t  martyrs  of  Liberty  I  Long  live  the  King  / 
Long  live  the  Nation  !  Long  live  the  Na- 
tional Affembly  !"  At  every  inftant  women 
of  the  loweft  clafs  making  their  way  through 
the  crowd  fprang  upon  the  Deputies,  and 
overwhelmed  them  with  thegrofleft  careffes. 
They  were  all  particularly  defirous  of  embra- 
cing M.  de  la  Fayette  and  the  Abbe  Sieyes. 

The  Hall  of  the  Hotel-de-Ville,  into 
which  the  Deputation  was  introduced,  was 
foon  filled  with  an  immenfe  crowd  of  peo- 
ple of  all  conditions.  The  Deputies  having 
taken  the  places  allotted  for  them,  M.  de  la 
Fayette  feized  the  firft  moment  of  filence  to 
declare  the  object  of  the  Deputation 
"  Gentlemen,"  faid  he,  "  at  length  the  mo- 
"  ment  moft  defired  by  the  National  Af- 
*'  fembly  is  arrived.  The  King  has  been 
ft  deceived,  he  is  no  longer  fo:  he  this 
*«  day  came  amongft  us,  without  arms, 
?«  without  troops,  without  that  awful  array 
"  with  which  Princes  are  furrounded,  and 
M  which  to  good  Kings  is  fo  ufelefs.  He 

V  has 
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"  has  informed  us  that  he  has  given  orders 
"  to  the  troops  to  retire.  Let  us  forget  our 
f*  misfortunes,  or  rather  let  us  remember 
44  them  only  in  order  to  avoid  fimilar  ones 
44  in  future/* 

He  concluded  with  reading  the  Speech 
which  the  King  had  delivered  in  the  AiTem- 
bly,  and  of  which  every  fentence  excite4 
the  moll  lively  acclamations  of  joy  and  gra- 
titude. The  applaufes  which  every  mo- 
ment refounded  in  the  Hall  were  reverberated 
with  ecftacy  by  the  immenfe  populace  that 
thronged  the  Place-de-Grevc,  the  quays,  and 
all   the  ftreets    leading   to  the  Hotel- de- 

M.  de  Lolly  Tolendal  then  delivered  the 
following  Speech*: 

41  Parifians,  in  us  behold  your  fellow- 
€itizens,  your  friends^  your  brothers,  thofe 
who  have  the  honour  of  being  your  imme- 
diate agents,  thofe  on  whom  your  free  and 
glorious  fuffrages  have  beftowed  in  the  Na- 
tional Reprefentation  the  diftinclion  you  en- 

*  This  Speech  has  been  altered,  curtailed,  and  re- 
ported differently  by  all  the  Journalifts.  It  is  here  in- 
serted as  the  author  fent  it  to  me  on  my  applying  to 
him  for  tt. 

iby 
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joy  among  the  cities  of  France.  You  fee 
men  who  are  this  day  come  to  reftore  peace 
to  you  ;  who  guaranty  it  to  you  upon  their 
faith,  of  which  you  have  no  doubt,  and 
who,  were  it  necellary,  would  guaranty 
it  with  their  heads,  which  they  will 
ever  be  ready  to  devote  to  your  fervice.  In 
the  difaftrous  circumflances  now  for  ever 
done  away,  you  have  never  felt  a  fingle 
pang,  never  been  expofed  to  a  fingle  crifis, 
which  we  have  not  truly  participated  or 
traced  with  anxiety.  Your  afflictions  fo 
deep  ! — your  refentments,  unfortunately  fo 
juft  !  your  dangers  too  !  We  were  mocked 
to  think  ourfelves  away  from  them  ;  and  our 
only  confolation  was,  that  we  were  labour- 
ing to  avert  them  effectually  at  once  from 
you,  from  our  Country,  and  from  our  King. 
Yes  !  from  our  King !  who,  believe  me, 
never  thought  of  attacking  you,  but  who 
has  been  attacked  at  the  fame  time  that  you 
have  ;  who  has  been  betrayed  in  a  manner 
not  lefs  fhamefully  than  yourfelves.  Fatal 
Counfels !  were  it  only  their  imprudence 
that  could  be  accufed  of  all  the  diforders  to 
which  the  bare  idea  of  them  has  given  birth. 
How  has  your  good,  your  virtuous  King 
been  deceived !  The  poifon  of  calumny  has 
1  been 
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been  poured  into  his  pure  heart.  He,  whofe 
mind  muft  ever  be  confcious  of  his  claims 
to  your  love,  has  been  befet  with  terrors 
equally  injurious  to  him  and  to  the  gene- 
rous and  affectionate  Nation  over  whom  he 
has  the  happinefs  and  the  honour  of  reign- 
ing. Citizens  !  notwithftanding  this,  what 
has  happened  ?  With  any  other  Prince  our 
duty  might  have  been  painful,  and  almoft 
dreadful  j  with  Louis  XVI.  it  was  only  ne- 
ceffary  to  go  directly  to  him,  to  point  out 
the  truth,  and  paint  your  misfortunes.  It 
inftantly  drew  tears  from  him.  You  rend 
my  heart  !  faid  he  to  us  laft  night,  with  an 
accent  that  immediately  communicated  com- 
fort to  our  own ;  and  this  morning  he  came 
amongft  us  all  without  arms  or  parade.  He 
had  no  train  but  that  of  his  good  actions  ; 
no  guard  but  that  of  our  love.  In  the  midft 
of  us  he  fpoke  in  the  noble  and  conciliatory 
language  which  you  have  juft  heard,  and 
which  you  are  about  to  blefs.  He  told  us 
that  he  relied  upon  us,  that  is,  upon  you  ; 
that  he  depended  on  our  faith,  that  is,  on 
yours.  He  requefted  us  to  affijl  him  with 
our  counfels,  in  order  to  fecure  the  fafety 
of  the  State.  Judge  whether  our  counfels 
will  be  for  your  happinefs  and  his,  or  not  ; 

whether 
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whether  either  in  our  wifhes  or  in  yours  the 
State  can  ever  be  feparated  from  its  Chief. 
He  then  informed  us  of  the  order  which  he 
had  given  to  the  troops  to  withdraw,  and 
even  while  he  was  fpeaking  to  us  the  troops 
were  in  motion  to  obey  that  order.  Every 
word  he  uttered  was  attended  with  all  the 
effufions  of  our  gratitude,  and  they  were 
juftly  due  to  him.  He  came  to  throw  him- 
felf  into  our  arms,  and  in  our  arms  we  car- 
ried him  in  triumph  back  to  his  Palace ; 
whence,  impatient  to  gratify  the  firft  wilh  of 
his  heart,  we  flew,  deputed  by  him,  to  the 
People  of  his  Capital  *. 

"  Parifians !  What  have  we  experienced 
in  our  way  to  you  ?  What  emotions  !  what 
fights !  what  occurrences ! — Here,  compa- 
nies of  foldiers  marching  before  us  on  their 
way  to  the  frontiers,  which  they  mould  ne- 
ver have  left  :  there,  crowds  of  people  run- 
ning to  meet  us,  and  to  whom,  in  the  name 
of  the  King,  we  reflored  the  fecurity  which 
they  never  deferved  to  lofe.  All  the  houfes, 
all  the  paths,  refounding  with  the  fame  ac- 
clamations which  have  juft  proceeded  from 

*  General  acclamations  of  f*  Vive  le  Roil  Vi- 
"  vent  nos  Deputes  !" 

your- 
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yourfelves,  with  thofe  glorious  fhouts  of — 
Vive  le  Roil  Vive  la  Nation!  Vive  la  Li- 
berte'*f  And  we,  the  Minifters  of  peace 
and  love  between,  the  French  and  their 
Sovereign ;  we,  faithful  fubjecls,  faithful 
Reprefentatives,  henceforth  rendered  happy 
by  the  union  of  thofe  titles  equally  facred, 
hearing  confufedly,  yet  with  delight,  our 
names  mixed  with  all  thefe  bleflings,  we  faid 
to  each  other,  that  this  day  was  the  moft 
glorious  of  our  lives,  and  that,  if  you  chofe, 
it  would  be  the  mofl  glorious  of  the  Mo- 
narchy. 

"  Frenchmen  !  you  mutt  choofe  it.  One 
prayer  remains  for  us  to  make  to  you.  It  is 
addrelfed  to  you  from  the  bottom  of  our 
hearts,  and  approved  by  our  confeiences  ; 
and  by  all  that  is  dear  to  you  we  conjure 
you  to  grant  it.  In  the  name  of  the  King 
and  of  the  National  Affembly  we  have 
brought  you  peace :  let  us  now  in  your 
name  carry  back  peace  to  the  King  and  the 
National  Affembly.  -f  But  peace  in  its  fulleft 
fenfe,  peace  that  leaves  no  heart-burnings 
for  the  pall — no  diftruft  of  the  future.  We 

•  The  fame  fhouts  are  repeated  through  the  Hall, 
t  A  general  fhout  of  Pea.ce  ! 

were 
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were  comforted  at  fight  of  the  meafures 
taken  by  your  prudence  for  the  internal 
order  of  your  immenfe  town.    We  were 
furprifed  that  fo  violent  an  agitation  mould 
be  fucceeded  by  a  Police  fo  prompt  and  fo 
regular  as  that  which  we  every  where  ob- 
ferved  on  our  way.    You  are  impatient,  I 
am  fure  of  it,  to  affix  your  feal  to  this  re- 
turn  of  public  tranquillity.     While  your 
voices  are  joining  with  mine  in  proclaiming 
peace,  I  fee  you  are  impatient  to  put  an  end 
to  thefe  warlike  preparations,  of  which  the 
flighted  danger,  if  they  continue,  would  be 
to  afflict,  the  fight  of  the  citizen,  and  to 
turn  away  the  fteps  of  the  ftranger.  You 
are  the  foldiers  of  Liberty,  but  fcorn  to  be 
the  bravoes  of  Sedition.    Greatly  as  you  are 
to  be  admired  for  your  courage,  when  roufed 
by  the  dread  of  fubjection  you  flew  to  arms, 
much  more  will  you  be  admired  for  your 
virtue,  in  laying  down  thofe  arms  at  the 
call  of  the  King,  who  fets  you  the  exam- 
ple, and  in  obedience  to  your  Country,  that 
commands  it.    Electors  !    and  you  that  are 
fathers  of  families  !    who  in  the  tempeft 
flew  to   the  helm,    and    without  whom 
perhaps    the    velTel  would  ere  this  have 
Vol.  I.  Z  been 


294  ANNALS   OF   THE  [July  1789. 


been  funk  * !  it  is  more  efpecially  your 
part  to  accomplifh  thefe  wifhes.  It  is  yours 
to  temper  the  overflowing  fpirit  of  the 
young,  and  regulate  the  excefs  of  their  no- 
ble paffions.  Tell  them,  that  they  who  ca- 
lumniate Nations  to  their  Kings  merit  all 
our  execration  :  but  tell  them  too,  that  they 
do  not  merit  it  more,  neither  are  they  more 
criminal  or  more  dangerous  than  they  who 
calumniate  Kings  to  their  Nations.  Repeat 
to  them  thofe  facred  maxims,  which  to  your 
immortal  honour,  and  for  the  prefervation  of 
fome  unfortunate  men,  were  echoed  round 
this  Hall  no  longer  lince  than  yefterday.  Put 
all  our  beloved  fellow-citizens  in  mind,  that 
a  time  of  commotion  is  no  time  for  legilla- 
tion,  and  that  the  very  bounties  of  the  King, 
even  our  own  zeal  would  be  unavailing,  if 
our  tranquillity  were  difturbed.  Tell  them 
laftly,  and  tell  them  again  and  again,  that 
they  muft  now  become  the  admiration  or  the 
fcorn  of  Europe;  that  on  this  moment  and  for 
ever  depends  the  honour  of  the  French 
name  !  I  fee  you  all  ftart  at  thefe  words. 
Citizens  of  every  order  and  of  every  age,  an- 

*  Acclamations  of  Vivent  les  EleSfeurs  f 

fwer 
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fwer  me,  I  befeech  you.  Would  you  not  ra- 
ther fuffer  a  thoufand  deaths  than  renounce 
or  tarnifh  the  honour  of  the  French  Name  *? 
Do  you  not,  true  to  that  character,  love 
your  King,  your  Country,  your  Wives,  your 
Parents,  and  your  children  "f- ?  Believe  me 
then,  that  you  will  love  them  ftill  more 
when  you  enjoy  that  liberty  which  gives  \ 
new  exiftence  to  all  the  faculties  of  man,  a 
new  charm  to  all  his  feelings  :  and  you  fhall 
enjoy  it,  you  fhall  be  a  free  people ;  for  your 
King  has  promifed  it,  and  your  Reprefenta- 
tives  have  fworn  it  J.  Well  !  you  mean 
then  no  more  to  wound  all  that  is  dear  to 
you,  by  cruel  ftrifes  ? — You  mean  that  there 
fhall  be  no  more  profcriptions  ?— - Punifhment 
murr.  flow  only  from  the  Law;  without  which, 
refentment  the  jufteft  in  its  principle  may 
become  criminal  in  its  effects.  Let  there  be 
an  end  to  irregular  denunciations,  to  tu- 
multuous proceedings  againft  bad  citizens  : 

*  A  general  cry  of — Yes !  yes  ! 
t  Yes  !  yes!  yes  ! 

$  A  general  cry  oi~-ViveM  Roil  Vivent  nos  Rtjre- 
jcntans  ! 
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there  mall  be  no  more  bad  citizens,  all  will 
be  rendered  good  by  your  example*. 

"  Citizens !  you  fee,  we  are  all  agreed. 
I  do  not  exprefs  a  tingle  thought  in  which 
my  words  are  not  anticipated  by  your  feel- 
ings. I  thank  you  for  the  kind  attention 
with  which  you  have  liftened  to  me,  and 
will  not  encroach  upon  it ;  but,  in  conclud- 
ing, allow  my  parting  words  to  be  the  re- 
petition of  thofe  which  your  generous  and 
beneficent  Monarch  this  morning  impreffed 
upon  our  hearts.  AddreiTmg  the  National 
AlTembly,  he  faid,  M  I  trust  to  you." 
To  you,  my  fellow-citizens,  I  fay,  The 
National  Affembly  trufl  to  you ;  they  refign 
themf elves  to  you.  All  is  contained  in  this 
iingle  fentence — Our  wants  and  your  rights ; 
both  what  we  feel  and  what  is  due  to  you; 
the  fecurity  of  our  labours,  and  the  profpe- 
rity  of  your  Country." 

When  to  quell  a  popular  insurrection  it  is 
meceiTary  to  ufe  perfuafion  inftead  of  forci- 
ble means,,  the  fpeaker  who  undertakes  fo 

*  Repeated  cries  of— Peace  !  No  more  profcrip- 
tions ! 

hazardous 
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hazardous  a  tafk  muft  necefTarily  addrefs 
the  people  in  a  language  to  which  they 
will  liften,  and  of  courfe  he  muft  foothe 
them,  and  even  appear  to  approve  their  ex- 
cefTes,  in  order  the  more  furely  to  gain  their 
confidence*.     They  muft  be  treated  like 
thofe  maniacs  whom  oppofition  always  irri- 
tates, and  whofe  ideas  one  muft  pretend  to 
adopt,  to  fucceed  the  more  eafily  in  making 
them  relinquish  them.    It  is  thus  we  muft 
underftand  M.  de  Lally's  fpeech,  to  refrain 
from  feverely  cenfuring  him  for  faying  that 
any  part  of  the  refentment  of  the  people 
was  jufl,  that  he  admired  the  plan  of  de- 
fence adopted  by  the  Parifians,  and  the  or- 
der of  their  Police.    Thofe  adls  of  rebel- 
lion were  crimes  that  could  be  really  admired 
only  by  the  villains  capable  of  committing 
them,  and  certainly  no  man  was  farther  re- 
moved from  that  clafs  than  M-  de  Lally. 
Thefe  therefore  were  artful  phrafes  adapted 
to  circumftances :    he  feigned  to  approve 
and  to  admire  the  infurre&ion,  to  be  able  the 
more  eafily  to  arreft  its  courfe.    The  fpeech, 

*  Accidit  tamen  aliquando  ut  ficut  equo  propter 
ferociam,  ita  civi  contumaci  propter  potentiam  blandien- 
tlum.    (JJobbes,  De  Che). 

Z  3  however, 
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however,  produced  fo  lively  an  emotion  in 
the  crowd  of  hearers,  that  the  fpeaker  was 
in  danger  of  being  ftifled  by  the  embraces 
of  all  within  reach  of  him.    A  crown  of 
flowers  was  offered  to  him  ;  which  he  mo- 
deftly  refufed,  faying  that  the  homage  was 
due  to  the  National  Alfembly  ;  but  in  fpite 
of  his  efforts  to  prevent  it,  it  was  placed 
upon  his  head.    His  audience  were  then  de- 
iirous  of  mowing  him  to  the  people  aiTem- 
bled  in  the  fquare,  and,  notwithstanding  his 
refinance,  drew  him  to  a  window,  where 
he  received  a  teftimony  of  the  fatis faction  of 
all  the  fpectators,  by  continued  fhouts  of  ap- 
plaufe,    The  fpeech  moft  fuccefsful  after 
M.  de  Lally's  was  that  of  the  Count  de 
'Clermont-Tonnerre. 

The  neceflity  of  a  return  to  fubordination, 
juftice,  and  peace,  was  fo  generally  felt,  that 
if  the  Affembly  had  known  how,  or  been 
inclined,  to  feize  the  occafion  to  re-eftablifh 
public  authority  on  its  legitimate  balls,  to 
reftore  order,  and  to  invert  the  King  again 
with  the  means  of  maintaining  it,  nothing 
could  have  been  eafier :  but  the  commif- 
fion  of  the  Deputies  did  not  go  fo  far,  and 
doubtlefs  they  did  not  dare  to  exceed  it. 
Their  fpeeches,  though  full  of  eloquent  in- 
vitations 
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vitations  to  union  and  tranquillity,  pointed 
out  no  means  for  re-eftablifhing  them,  pro- 
pofed  no  plan,  and  left  people  the  beft  in- 
clined flill  at  a  lofs  what  refolution  to  take. 
This  embarraffment  was  relieved  by  a  pro- 
pofal,  luckily  made  by  the  Archbifhop  of 
Paris,  to  go  and  fing  the  Te  Deuvi  at  Notre- 
Dame ;  and  the  neceffity  for  doing  fome- 
thing  uncommon  caufed  it  to  be  unanimoufly 
adopted.  The  Deputation  walked  to  the 
church  accompanied  by  the  people  ;  and  after 
the  Te  Deum,  M.  de  La  Fayette,  amidft  the 
firing  of  cannon,  the  beating  of  drums,  and 
the  found  of  military  mufic,  took  the  oath 
of  faithfully  performing  the  duties  of  Gene- 
ral of  the  Parifian  Militia.  Such  was  the 
refult,  far  more  pious  than  ufeful,  of  this 
important  deputation.  Scarcely  were  they 
fet  out  for  Verfailles,  when  the  Electors,  tak- 
ing to  themfelves  the  invitations  to  re-efla- 
blifh  order,  and  confidering  them  as  a  folemn 
confirmation  of  the  powers  they  had  arro- 
gated, became  intent  upon  the  means  of  con- 
firming their  ufurpation.  As  M.  Baillyh 
appointment  to  the  office  of  Mayor  had 
placed  at  their  head  the  flrft  Prefident  of  the 
National  AfTembly,  they  thought  they  might 
proceed  on  an  equality  with  the  Reprefenta- 

Z  4  tives 
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tives  of  the  Nation.  This  pretention,  ridi- 
culous as  it  was,  flattered  the  vanity  of  the 
Parifians,  and  did  not  a  little  contribute  to 
make  them  approve  all  the  refolutions  and 
meafures  taken  by  the  Electors  to  organize 
and  confirm  their  authority. 

In  the  account  given  next  day  by  the  De- 
putation to  the  National  AlTembly,  they  de- 
clared that  the  cry  at  the  Hotel- de-Fille,  in 
the  Place-de-Greve,  and  through  the  whole 
town,  had  been  unanimous  in  requiring  the 
recall  of  Mr.  Necker,  and  the  removal  of 
the  new  Nlinifters.  "  It  was  not  in  mv 
"  power,"  faid  M.  de  Lally,  ?  ¥  to  pafs  over  in 
'*  filence  the  wifhes  of  the  Capital,  becaufe 
ft  my  fellow-citizens  conjured  me  to  declare 
"  them  to  you  ;  and  I  but  yield  to  the  dic- 
"  tates  of  my  confeience,  and  perform  my 
"  duty,  in  laying  before  you  the  orders  of 
"  my  Conftituents." 

Count  Mirabeau,  ever  faithful  to  the  plan 
of  the  Montrouge  Committee,  had  prepared 
a  fpeech  for  the  occafion,  with  the  outline  of 
an  addrefs,  which  he  then  read.  It  was  a 
moft  violent  Philippic  againft  the  new  Mi- 
nifters ;  but  it  went  no  farther  than  their 
difmiilion,  without  mowing  the  leafl  defire 
that  the  difgraced  Minifters  mould  be  re- 
called. 
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called.  It  was  however  highly  applauded, 
and  almoft  all  the  Members  of  the  A  (Terribly 
who  fpoke,  allowed  that  it  was  unfeemly  ta 
alk  for  the  recall  of  Mr.  Necker,  and  were 
of  opinion  that  the  Reprefentatives  of  the 
Nation  had  done  enough  in  tefHfying  their 
efteem  and  regret  for  him.  M.  de  Lally  op- 
pofed  this  opinion,  which  was  given  up,  arid 
it  was  then  determined  that  a  Deputation 
fhoud  be  fent  to  the  King  to  requeft  the  re- 
moval of  the  new  Minifters,  and  the  recall 
of  Mr.  Necker. 

While  they  were  deliberating  on  the  alte- 
rations to  be  made  in  the  addrefs  propofed 
by  Mirabeau,  the  King  fent  to  inform  the 
Affembly  that  the  Baron  de  Breteuil  had  re- 
fufed  to  be  in  the  adminiftration,  and  that 
the  other  Minifters  had  fent  in  their  refigna- 
tion.  On  this  it  was  inflantly  refolved5 
that  a  Deputation  mould  be  fent  to  his 
Majefty  to  exprefs  the  gratitude  of  the  Af- 
fembly :  but  before  they  fet  out,  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Nobility  faid,  "  That  he  was 
"  authorifed  to  declare,  that  the  King,  on 
H  being  informed  of  the  wifhes  of  the  Pari- 
"  flans,  had  refolved  to  go  and  appear 
"  among  them  in  the  Capital,  and  that  he 
V  deiired  the  AiTembly  to  make  this  refolu- 

"  tion 
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"  tion  known  to  his  good  city  of  Paris." 
In  confequence  of  this,  it  was  refolved,  that 
a  Deputation  mould  inftantly  carry  this  gra- 
tifying news  to  the  Capital;  and  that  his 
Majeffy  lliould  be  entreated  to  allow  a  nu- 
merous Deputation  of  the  National  AfTembly 
to  attend  him  to  Paris. 

That  fent  to  the  Palace  very  foon  returned, 
and  made  known  that  the  King  accepted  the 
attendance  of  the  Members  offered  by  the 
AfTembly  ;  that  Mr.  Necker  fhould  be  re- 
called ;  that  his  Majefty,  to  give  the  Repre- 
fentatives  of  the  Nation  a  frefh.  proof  of  his 
confidence,  fent  them  the  letter  which  he 
had  written  to  that  Minifter,  and  defired* 
they  would  have  it  conveyed  to  him  at 
BrufTels,  where  he  would  probably  be  ftill 
overtaken. 

It  was  refolved  that  the  Prefident  mould 
alfo  write  to  Mr.  Necker,  to  invite  him  in 
the  name  of  the  AfTembly  to  haffen  his  rer 
turn.  The  letter*  was  inftantly  written, 
and,  with  the  King's,  given  to  Dufrefne  de 
St.  Leon,  a  friend  of  Mr.  Necker's,  who 
immediately  fet  out  to  overtake  him  at  Bruf- 
fels.    The  AfTembly  then  proceeded  to  ap- 

-*  See  Appendix,  No.  2. 

point 
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point  a  hundred  Deputies  to  accompany  the 
King  to  Paris,  of  which  honour  they  were 
all  ambitious.  Louis  XVI.  yielding  them 
every  thing,  giving  up  all  to  them,  became 
in  their  eyes  the  paragon  of  Kings.  They 
were  not  fatisfied  with  comparing  him  to 
Louis  XII.  and  Henry  IV. — Rabaud  de  St. 
Etienne,  a  Deputy  and  Journalift,  placed 
him  in  his  paper  on  a  par  with  Charle- 
magne. 

While  the  AfTembly  gave  themftlves  up 
to  the  joy  of  feeing  every  thing  fucceed  ac- 
cording to  their  wifhes,  the  Palace  was  in 
the  deepen1  confternation.  I  went  thither 
that  morning  at  eleven  o'clock,  without 
knowing  what  had  pafled,  and  was  frozen 
with  apprehenlion  at  the  folitude  and  filence 
that  reigned.  I  anxioufly  afked  the  perfon 
in  waiting,  whom  I  found  alone  in  the  anti- 
chamber,  if  the  King  were  within  ?  "  Yes, 
M  Sir,"  he  replied,  "  I  believe  he  is  frill 
<<  within."— "  Why  JIM?  Is  he  going 
??  out?"— "  I  don't  know,  Sir,  but  it  has 
"  not  a  good  look."  "  Has  any  thing  new 
f*  then  occurred  fince  yefterday,  do  you 
"  know  ?"  "  No,  Sir,  but  many  things  are 
"  faid." — "  Are  any  of  the  Minifters  with 
f*  the  King?"     "  Miniflers !   he  nas  no 

"  longer 
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'  *  longer  any :  nobody  has  been  here  but 
4i  M.  D'Ogny*,  who  faw  the  King  this 
*'  morning."  I  haftened  to  M.  D'Ogny, 
with  whom  I  was  intimately  connected,  and 
from  him  I  learned  the  difmiiiion  of  the 
Minifters,  their  departure,  that  of  the  Count 
d'Artois,  the  Duchefs  de  Polignac  *\y  and 
many  others. 

The  joy  of  the  Parifians  was  ftill  mixed 
with  uneafinefs  and  the  molt  abfurd  fufpi- 

*  Comptroller  of  the  Pofts. 

t  The  Duchefs  of  Polignac  has  been  the  object  of  the 
moft  atrocious  calumnies,  becaufe  fhe  continued  faithful 
to  the  Queen,  whom  her  enemies  were  anxious  to  ren- 
der odious  in  the  fight  of  the  People  by  every  kind  of 
means ;   and  that  of  defaming  her  beft  friends  was 
doubtlefs  one  of  the  fureft.    Madame  de  Polignac  never 
would  have  left  their  Majefties,  had  not  the  King,  whofe 
cfteem,  confidence,  and  affection  for  her  were  very  high, 
infilled  on  her  quitting  the  Kingdom  about  the  16th  of 
July.     He  dreaded  her  being  involved  in  the  dangers 
with  which  he  was  furrounded.     The  intereft  and 
affectionate  friendfhip  which  the  virtuous  Louis  XVI. 
preferved  to  the  end  of  his  life  for  the  Duchefs  of  Poli- 
gnac, would  have  fully  cleared  her  from  all  the  odious 
imputations  which  flander  had  dared  to  cafi:  upon  her ; 
but  fhe  was  not  able  to  furvive  the  horrible  deftiny  of 
her  auguft  benefaftors.    Death  has  torn  her  from  her 
friends,  and  that  is  to  fay,  from  all  who  knew  her. — 
I  had  not  that  honour,  and  therefore  what  I  have  faid  is 
much  lefs  an  apology  for  her,  than  refped  paid  to  Truth. 

cions : 
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cions  :  they  fully  confided  in  the  intentions 
and  promifes  of  the  King ;  but  the  troops,  of 
whofe  removal  they  had  been  told,  were  ftill 
in  the  environs  of  Paris,  and  they  took  it 
into  their  heads  that  the  Miniiters  had  de- 
layed their  departure  only  to  employ  them 
againft.  the  Capital.     In  vain  were  they 
mown  the  impoffibility  of  thirty  thoufand 
men  marching  at  once,  and  before  the  ne- 
cefTary  meafures  had  been  taken  to  fecure 
their  fubfiftence  on  the  different  roads :  fear 
is  not  to  be  conquered  by  reafon,  and  fear 
was  their  conflant  predominant  fenfation. 
It  was  kept  up  by  the  diforder  ftill  prevail- 
ing among  the  patrols,  whofe  number,  con- 
fufion,  and  precipitate  movements,  gave  a 
fanclion  to  the  moll:  alarming  impoftures  :  be- 
fides,  fome  falfe  patrols  were  from  time  to 
time  taken  up,  compofed  of  thofe  ruffians  who 
infefi:  all  great  towns,  and  who  constantly 
have  pillage  in  view.    Thefe  were  difarmed 
and  carried  to  the  Hotel- de-Ville ;  the  Peo- 
ple fecured  and  barricaded  their  houfes  ftill 
more  than  the  preceding  days ;  the  alarm- 
bell  incefTantly  called  to  arms  thofe  citizens 
who  had  been  able  to  get  any;  and  they 
were  feen  running  to  their  Diftri&s,  and  to 
the  HoteUde-Ville,  as  eagerly  as  if  the  fiege 
3  '  or 
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or  blockade  they  fuppofed  intended  by  the 
Minifters  had  been  already  begun. 

The  Electors  having  in  vain  tried  every 
means  to  allay  this  fermentation,  imagined 
that  the  prefence  of  fome  Members  of  the 
National  Aflembly  might  have  that  effect, 
and  defpatched  a  Deputation  to  befeech  them 
to  fend  a  certain  number  as  foon  as  pollible. 
This  Deputation  was  gone  when  they  learned 
that  the  King  had  caufed  the  AfTembly  to 
be  informed  of  the  retreat  of  the  new  Mi- 
nifters,  of  the  recall  of  Mr.  Necker,  and  of 
his  Majefty's  intention  to  come  to  Paris  the 
next  day.  But  as  this  news  was  not  officially 
announced,  they  were  lefs  difpofed  to  be- 
lieve it  than  to  confider  it  as  a  fnare  laid  by 
fome  Minifler  in  the  confpiracy,  to  lull  the 
vigilance  of  the  Parifians.  In  confequence, 
all  the  pofts  were  re-enforced,  and  the  ftreets 
lighted  up  more  than  ever. 

The  Deputation  commiffioned  by  the  Af- 
fembly  to  go  and  inform  the  Capital  of  the 
King's  intentions,  did  not  arrive  at  the  Hotel- 
de-Ville  till  two  o'clock ;  when  the  news  was 
immediately  fpread  through  all  the  Difhicls, 
and  before  feven  in  the  morning  more  than 
a  hundred  thoufand  men  were  under  arms  to 
go  and  meet  his  Majeny. 

On 
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On  Friday  the  17th  of  July  the  King  left 
Verfailles,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
with  a  guard  compofed  folely  of  the  Bour- 
geois Militia  of  Verfailles.  The  National 
AlTembly  met  the  King  on  his  way  before 
the  Hall,  and  the  Deputation  appointed  to 
attend  him  fell  into  his  train.  A  much 
greater  number  of  the  Members  of  the  Af- 
fembly,  confulting  only  their  zeal  and  loy- 
alty, joined  the  retinue,  and  a  little  allayed 
the  lively  apprehennons  felt  by  the  Queen 
and  the  Royal  Family  :  apprehennons  doubt- 
lefs  very  natural.  Could  one  without  fhud- 
dering  think  of  the  dangers  the  King  ran, 
in  being  led,  by  his  confidence  and  the  love 
of  his  people,  into  the  midft  of  a  mad  mul- 
titude flained  with  fo  many  crimes,  already 
habituated  to  blood,  and  whofe  very  joy  was 
fo  ferocious  ? — A  bribed  villain,  a  fanatic 
fellow,  a  fingle  moment,  might  have  proved 
fatal. — Alas  !  the  deftiny  of  Louis  retarded 
that  moment  but  to  render  it  more  exe- 
crable ! 

The  Paris  Militia,  who  were  waiting  for 
the  King  at  Seves,  relieved  that  of  Verfailles, 
who  neverthelefs  continued  to  attend  his 
Majefty. 

The 
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The  Horfe  Guards  led  the  way,  and  were 
followed  by  the  French  Guards,  with  the 
cannon  and  colours  of  the  Baftille  at  their 
head.  The  Members  of  the  AfTembly,  filing 
off  in  pairs  and  forming  a  double  column, 
went  next;  and,  after  them,  the  infantry  of 
the  Bourgeois  Militia.  A  considerable  de- 
tachment of  Volunteer  Cavalry  preceded 
M.  de  la  Fayette,  who,  as  Commander,  was 
on  horfeback  with  his  fword  drawn  in  the 
midfl  of  the  train.  The  Paris  guard,  the 
mufic  of  the  City  Guards,  the  fifh-women 
clothed  in  white,  ornamented  with  ribbons 
of  the  colours  of  the  National  cockade,  and 
carrying  in  their  hands  flowers  and  branches 
of  laurel,  made  up  the  part  of  the  procef- 
fion  immediately  before  the  King's  coach, 
in  which  were  the  Dukes  de  Villequier  and 
de  Filler oi,  Marmal  Beauveau,  and  Count 
d'EJlaing.  The  carriage  was  furrounded 
by  fome  hundreds  of  Swifs  in  common 
clothes,  without  arms,  and  confounded  with 

the  crowd. 

The  King  was  received  at  the  barrier  de 

la  Conference  by  the  Municipal  Body.  M. 

Bailly,  as  Mayor,  executing  the  office  of 

Prevot  des  Marchands,  prefented  the  keys  of 

the 
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the  town  to  his  Majefty  in  a  filver  bafon, 
and  addrefTed  him  in  the  following  Speech : 

"  Sire  !  I  bring  your  Majefty  the  keys  of 
<c  your  good  City  of  Paris :  they  are  the 
*s  fame  that  were  prefented  to  Henry  IV. 
"  He  had  conquered  his  People;  at  prefent 
"  it  is  the  People  who  have  conquered  their 
"  King. 

"  Your  Majefty  comes  to  enjoy  the  peace 
"  which  you  have  eftablifhed  in  your  Capi- 
"  tal,  and  to  enjoy  the  love  of  your  faithful 
"  fubjecls.  It  is  for  their  happinefs  that 
"  your  Majefty  has  affembled  the  Repre- 
"  fentatives  of  the  Nation,  and  that  with 
"  them  you  are  going  to  undertake  to  lay 
"  the  bafis  of  liberty  and  public  profperity. 
**  What  a  memorable  day  was  that,  when 
"  your  Majefly  went  to  fit  in  perfon  in  the 
"  midft  of  this  united  family,  and  were  ef- 
"  corted  back  to  your  palace  by  the  whole 
"  National  Affembly,  guarded  by  the  Re- 
"  prefentatives  of  the  Nation,  and  furround- 
4 '  ed  by  an  immenfe  body  of  people  !  Your 
(t  Majefly's  countenance  beamed  with  fen- 
"  fibility  and  happinefs,  whilft  around  you 
"  nothing  was  heard  but  acclamations  of  ♦ 
'*  joy,  nothing  feen  but  tears  of  tendernefs 

Vol.  I.  A  a  "  and 
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"  and  love.  Sire  !  neither  your  People  nor 
"  your  Majefty  will  ever  forget  that  great 
"  day,  the  moft  glorious  of  the  Monarchy, 
"  the  a?ra  of  an  auguft  and  eternal  alliance 
"  between  the  Monarch  and  the  People. 
*'  This  circumftance  is  unparalleled,  and 
61  immortalizes  your  Majefty.  To  that  glo- 
'*  rious  day  I  was  witnefs  ;  and  as  if  every 
"  happinefs  were  meant  for  me,  the  firft 
"  duty  of  the  office  to  which  I  have  been 
V  called  by  the  fuffrages  of  my  fellow-citi- 
*'  zens,  is  to  prefent  you  with  the  expref- 
44  /  fion  of  their  refpect  and  of  their  love." 

Having  liftened  to  this  fpeech,  the  King 
continued  his  way  to  the  Hotel-de-Ville, 
through  a  lane  of  treble  ranks  of  armed  peo- 
ple roaring  out  Vive  la  Nation,  and  perpe- 
tually mixing  with  thofe  fenfelefs  acclama- 
tions the  brutal  cry,  which  cannot  be  re- 
peated without  horror,  of  Do  not  call  Vive 
le  Roi.  Such  was  the  firu;  homage  which 
the  good  Parifians,  the  good  City  of  Paris, 
offered  to  Louis  XVI.  in  return  for  his  good- 
nefs,  his  confidence,  and  all  his  facrifices : 
fuch  were  the  expreffions  of  their  refpect 
and  love,  fuch  the  noble  manner  in  which 
this  People  who  had  conquered  their  King 
-  1  made 
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made  ufe  of  their  victory !  A  great  number 
of  the  Gardes-du-Corps,  having  no  other 
arms  than  their  fwords,  then  came  up,  and 
requeued  permiffion  to  attend  the  King,  but 
were  not  allowed,  and  were  flopped  at  the 
barrier. 

The  fadnefs  which  this  difgufling  recep- 
tion ftruck  to  the  heart  of  the  unfortunate 
Monarch,  appeared  on  his  face  in  fo  affecting 
a  manner,  that  it  was  impolTible  to  look  at 
him  without  feeling  it.    The  number  of 
thofe  who  turned  away  their  heads  to  hide 
their  tears,  was  greater  by  thoufands  than 
that  of   the  villains    whofe  favage  cries 
compelled  their  filence.    Fortunately  it  was 
not  long  before  the  King  perceived  this,  and 
remarked  it  to  Marfhal  Beauveau:  "  Thofe 
"  who  are  filent,"  faid  he  with  emotion, 
u  are  the  real  Parifians ;  and  all  thofe  noify 
"  fellows  are  only  ruffians  who  do  not  be- 
"  long  to  the  town  :  I  am  fure  of  it."  The 
Duke  de  Rrijfac,  from  whom  I  had  this  anec- 
dote, related  it  to  me  in  1792,  when  I  was  ex- 
preffing  to  him  my  uneafinefs  on  account  of 
the  mobs  that  were  conftantly  gathered  in  the 
Thuileries,  under  the  windows  of  the  palace, 
abufmg  the  King  and  Queen  in  the  grolTefl 
manner.     Alas!  their  Majeflies  believed, 

A  a  2  even 
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even  at  that  period,  that  they  might  depend 
upon  the  loyalty  of  the  Parifians. 

When  the  King  arrived  at  the  Champs  Eli- 
fees,  three  or  four  guns  were  fired  at  once. 
It  was  never  known  whence  they  proceed- 
ed ;  but  it  is  certain  that  an  unfortunate 
woman  in  the  crowd,  who  was  in  the  direc- 
tion of  his  Majefty's  carriage,  was  mot  at 
the  time,  and  fell  dead  on  the  fpot.  All  the 
Journals  confirmed  this  fact ;  fome  confider- 
ing  it  as  an  artifice  practifed  by  the  enemies 
of  public  order,  to  excite  tumult  and  furnifh 
grounds  for  fome  adventure ;  others  afcrib- 
ing  it  to  the  unfkilfulnefs  and  inexperience 
of  fuch  a  number  of  men  who  never  handled 
fire-arms  before*.  Far  from  admitting  this 
laft  conjecture,  I  cannot  but  think,  on  the 
contrary,  that  they  only  who  had  ordered 
and  paid  for  thofe  four  {hots,  fired  at  once 
in  the  direction  of  the  King's  carriage  which 
held  four  perfons,  could  fee  any  awkward- 
nefs  in  the  circumltance. 

Near  the  Pont-neuf  the  King  obferved 
cannon,  in  the  mouths  and  touch-holes  of 
which  were  large  nofegays,  and  tickets  with 

*  Moniteur,  No.  27.  from  the  28th  to  the  29th  of 
July  1789,  under  the  head  of  Paris. 

thefe 
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thefe  words :  Your  prefence  has  dif armed 
us.— At  the  fight  of  you,  flowers  grow  on 
the  death-winged  thunderbolts,  with  which 
your  enemies  and  ours  have  forced  us  to 
arm  ourfelves, 

It  was  twenty  minutes  paft  four  o'clock 
when  the  King  arrived  at  the  Place-de- 
Greve,  and  alighted  at  that  flight  of  fteps 
which  a  few  days  before  had  been  ftained 
with  blood  by  the  perpetration  of  fo  many 
murders.  Thoufands  of  pikes  and  naked 
fwords  were  at  the  fame  inftant  crofted  over 
his  auguft  head,  and  under  this  vault  of 
fteel  his  Majefty  was  conducted  to  the 
great  hall  of  the  Hotel- de-Ville,  where  a 
throne  was  prepared  for  him. 

*  The  cries  of  Vive  le  Roi,  with  which 
the  Hall  refounded  till  his  Majefty  was  on 
the  throne,  had  a  character  of  happinefs  and 
fenfibility  that  no  words  can  exprefs.  M. 
Bailly  offered  the  King  a  cockade  fimilar  to 
that  which  the  Citizens  had  adopted.  His 

*  As  I  was  not  prcfent  at  this  ceremony,  I  thought  I 
could  not  do  better  than  report  the  account  given  on  the 
very  day  to  the  National  Attembly  by  one  of  the  Depu- 
ties, Salle  de  Choux,  \\>\\o  attended  the  King  to  Paris. 
See  his  Report  in  the  Minute  of  the  Sitting  in  the  even- 
ing of  the  17»h  of  July. 

A  a  3  Majefty 
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Majefly  received  it,  and,  kept  it  conftantly 
in  his  hat.  The  feelings  excited  in  his 
mind  were  manifeft  on  his  countenance  and 
in  all  his  actions,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  in- 
creafe  the  emotions  of  all  prefent. 

When  at  length  the  tumult  was  calmed 
and  filence  obtained,  M.  MoreaudeSt.  Mery, 
Prefident  of  the  ArTembly  of  Electors,  ad- 
dreffed  the  King  in  a  fpeech,  wherein  he 
obferved  to  his  Majefty,  that  the  People  who 
broke  out  into  fuch  real  and  general  rap- 
tures could  little  deferve  to  have  their  inten- 
tions towards  their  King  calumniated.  "  Sire," 
faid  he,  *f  you  have  now  only  fo  repeat  to 
yourfelf  this  great  and  affecting  truth  :  The 
thrones  of  Kings  are  never  more  f olid  than 
when  founded  on  the  love  and  fidelity  of 
their  people. — By  this  title  yours  will  be 
unfhaken." 

Ethys  de  Corny,  as  the  King's  Solicitor 
for  the  City,  then  rofe  and  propofed,  that  in 
order  to  confecrate  the  aera  of  this  great  day, 
a  monument  be  erected  to  Louis  XFf.  the 
Rejlorer  of  Liberty. 

The  King  wifhed  to  fpeakj  but  being 
prevented  by  the  excefs  of  his  emotions,  M. 
Bailly  went  up  to  his  Majefty,  and,  after 
receiving  his  orders,  faid,  That  the  King  was 

come 
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come  to  calm  the  uneafinefs  which  might 
Hill  fubfift  refpecling  the  intentions  he  had 
made  known  to  the  Nation,  and  to  enjoy  the 
fight  and  love  of  his  People  :  that  his  Ma- 
jefty  defired  that  peace  and  tranquillity 
mould  be  re-eltablilhed  in  the  Capital,  that 
the  ufual  order  mould  be  refumed,  and  that, 
if-  any  breach  of  the  laws  took  place,  the 
guilty  mould  be  delivered  up  to  juftice. 

M.  Bailly  having  then  declared  tkat  his 
Majefty  permitted  any  one  to  fpeak,  M.  de 
Lally  Tolendal  rofe  and  fpoke  as  follows  : 

«  Now,  Citizens,  now  are  you  fatisfied  ? 
c  Behold  the  King  for  whom  you  loudly 
'  called,  and  whofe  name  alone  excited  your 
'  raptures,  when  two  days  ago  we  mention- 

*  ed  it  in  the  midfl  of  you  !  Enjoy  his  pre- 

*  fence  and  his  favours.  Behold  him  who 
4  has  reilored  your  National  AlTemblies,  and 
1  who  wi fries  to  perpetuate  them  !  Behold 

*  him  who  has  undertaken  to  eflablim  Li- 

*  berty  and  Property  upon  unmoveable  foun^ 

*  dations  !    Behold  him  who  has  offered 

*  you,  if  I  may  fo  fay,  a  participation  of 

*  his  authority,   referving  to  himfelf  only 

*  that  which  is  neceflary  for  your  happinefs, 

A  a  4  *  that 
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*  that  which  ought  ever  to  belong  to  him, 
1  and  that  which  you  yourfelves  ought  to 
4  conjure  him  never  to  lofe  I  Let  him  at 
4  length  be  comforted  ;  let  his  noble  and 
4  pure  heart  carry  hence  that  peace  of  which 
4  he  is  fo  worthy ;  and  fince,  furpafiing  the 
4  virtue  of  his  predeeelTors,  he  has  thought 
'  proper  to  place  his  power  and  greatnefs  in 

*  our  love,  to  be  obeyed  only  through  love, 

*  to  be  guarded  only  by  love,  let  us  not  be 
4  either  lefs  fenfible  or  lefs  generous  than  our 

*  King ;  and  let  us  prove  to  him,  that  even 

*  his  power  and  his  greatnefs  have  gained 
'  a  thoufand  times  more  than  they  have  fa- 
4  crificed, 

*  And  you,  Sire,  permit  a  fubje£t,  who, 

*  though  neither  more  faithful  nor  more  de- 

*  voted  than  all  around  you,  is  as  much  fo 

*  as  any  one  under  your  command permit 

*  him,  Sire,  to  raife  his  voice  towards  you, 

*  and  to  fay,  Behold  the  People  who  idolize 
*•  you,  the  People  whom  the  very  fight  of 

*  you  intoxicates,  and  whofe  fentiments  to- 
«  wards  your  facred  perfon  can  never  admit 

*  of  a  doubt!  Look,  Sire,  and  comfort 
'  yourfelf  by  looking  at  all  the  citizens  of 
4  your  Capital !    Obferve  their  eyes,  hear 

*  their 
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4  their  voices,  penetrate  their  hearts,  which 
f  fly  to  meet  you.    There  is  not  a  man  here 

*  who  is  not  ready  to  flied  the  laft  drop  of 
1  his  blood  for  you  and  for  your  lawful 
f  authority*.  No,  Sire,  the  pre fent  race  of 
'  Frenchmen  is  not  fo  unfortunate  as  to 
'  have  it  referved  for  them  to  belie  fourteen 

*  centuries  of  loyalty.    We  would  all  pe- 

*  rifh  if  it  were  neceffary  in  defending  a 

*  Throne,  which  is  as  facred  to  us  as  to 
1  yourfelf  and  the  auguft  Family  whom 

*  we  placed  upon  it  eight  hundred  years 
'  ago.    Be  alfured,  Sire,  be  allured,  that  we 

*  have  never  caufed  your  heart  to  feel  a 

*  painful  fenfation  which  has  not  rent  our 

'  own  j 

*  We  all  /wear  it,  was  heard  from  every  part  of  the 
Hall.  A  celebrated  writer  has  faid,  and  many  perfons 
have  repeated  after  him,  that  this  Speech,  perhaps  the 
moft  eloquent  ever  made  by  M.  de  Lally,  was  a  long  and 
pathetic  paraphrafe  of  the  Ecce  homo.  It  would  have 
been  more  accurate  to  have  faid,  that  the  words,  "  Be- 
hold the  King!"  were  nearly  a  literal  tranflation  ;  but  nei- 
ther would  thisobfervation  have  been  applicable,  as  there 
is  no  phrafe  the  fenfe  of  which  might  not  be  entirely 
altered  by  mutilating  it ;  and  as  it  is  not  for  four  words 
taken  from  a  fpeech  of  two  pages  long,  that  we  can 
either  criticife  or  applaud  it.  One  thing  is  certain ; 
that  I  have  heard  feveral  perfons,   who  were  pre- 

fent 
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*  own ;  that  in  the  midft  of  the  public  ca- 
'  lamities  we  deem  it  a  heavy  one  to  afflict 

*  you  even  by  a  complaint,  by  which  we 
'  mean  to  inform,  to  implore,  but  never  to 

*  accufe  you.  Now,  at  length,  all  griefs 
'  will  vanifh,  all  troubles  ceafe :   a  finglc 

*  word  from  your  lips  has  tranquillifed  all. 
1  Our  virtuous  King  has  recalled  his  vir- 

*  tuous  Counfellors.  Perifli  the  public  ene- 
'  mies,  who  would  again  create  diflcnfion 

*  between  the    Nation    and  their  Chief! 

*  King!  Subjects!  Citizens!  let  us  join  our 
'  hearts,  our  willies,  our  efforts  ;  and  let  us 
■  difplay  to  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world 
'  the  fight  of  one  of  its  fineft  Nations, free, 

*  happy,  and  triumphant,  under  a  King  juft, 
6  beloved  and  revered,  no  longer  indebted 

*  to  force  for  any  thing,  but  owing  all  to 
'  his  virtues  and  his  love.' 

This  Speech  was  interrupted  at  every 
paiTage  exprefTive  of  the  difpofition  of 
the  people  towards  the  King,  by  the  accla- 

ient  at  the  time  at  the  Hctel-de-Ville>  fpeak  with  rap- 
ture of  the  lively  and  afFecling  emotion  which  was  pro- 
duced by  M.  de  Lolly  throughout  the  A  (Terribly  in  favour 
nf  the  King.  Pilate  s  fpeech  was  not  attended  with  the 
fame  effect  among  the  Jews. 

mat  ions 
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mations  of  the  whole  Aflembly.  The  King, 
more  and  more  affected,  could  fcarcely  arti- 
culate thefe  words  : — My  People  may  always 
depend  upon  my  love. 

His  Majefty  then  confirmed  the  appoint- 
ment of  M.  Bailly  to  the  Mayoralty,  and 
of  M.  de  la  Fayette  to  the  rank  of  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Parifian  Militia. 

This  ceremony  being  over,  the  King 
fhowed  himfelf  at  one  of  the  balconies  of 
the  Hotel-de-Ville  to  gratify  the  willies  and 
extreme  impatience  of  the  immenfe  crowd 
of  people  gathered  in  the  Place-de-Greve, 
at  all  the  windows,  and  even  upon  the  roofs 
of  the  houfcs.  The  general  cry  of  Vive  le 
Roi  then  refounded  from  every  quarter,  and 
rapture  was  at  its  height,  when  the  cockade 
of  infurredtion  was  perceived  in  his  Majef- 
ty's  hat.  Whether  it  were  conlidered  as  a 
token  of  approbation,  or  of  pardon  for  all 
the  crimes  with  which  it  was  itained,  the 
fhouts  of  Vive  le  Roi  were  redoubled  with  \ 
ftill  more  violence ;  and  the  beating  of  the 
drums,  and  firing  of  the  cannon,  mixing 
with  the  acclamations,  foon  extended  through 
the  whole  town  the  joy  which  broke  out 
in  fo  thundering  a  manner  at  the  Place-de- 
Greve, 

His 
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His  Majefly's  return  prefented  a  very  dif- 
ferent fight  from  that  of  his  entering.  Some 
of  the  Parifians,  intoxicated  with  gratitude 
and  love,  were  not  fatisfied  with  furround- 
ing  the  King's  carriage ;  they  got  up  in 
crowds  behind,  on  the  box,  on  the  foot- 
board, and  even  on  the  roof,  Some  fhouts 
of  Long  live  the  Nation  and  Liberty  were 
again  heard  ;  but  thofe  of  Long  live  our 
King,  our  Friend,  our  Father,  were  a 
thoufand  times  more  frequent.  The  armed 
citizens  clubbed  their  fire-locks  in  token  of 
peace;  the  King  fmiled  benignly  at  their 
tranfports,  and  with  his  own  hand  reverfed 
the  mufket  of  a  man  who  flood  in  the  firft 
line,  and  whofe  eyes  were  fo  intent  upon  the 
carriage,  that  he  had  taken  no  notice  of  the 
manner  in  which  his  comrades  held  their 
arms.  This  adion  of  his  Majefty's  was  fol- 
lowed by  loud  fliouts  of  applaufe  from  the 
multitude. 

At  the  barrier  the  King  met  the  retinue 
that  had  attended  him  to  Paris,  and,  entering 
Seves,  faw  his  Gardes-du-Corps  running 
down  the  hill,  where  they  had  been  wait- 
ing his  return,  and  where  they  re  fumed 
their  ufual  attendance  on  his  perfon.  Seve- 
ral of  them  rode. on  before  to  announce  the 

King's 
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King's  arrival  to  the  Royal  Family,  who 
from  the  length  of  his  Majefty's  abfence 
had  experienced  the  moft  dreadful  anxiety. 
The  Queen  particularly  was  in  a  ftate  of 
grief  and  defpair,  of  which  it  would  be  as 
difficult  to  defcribe  the  anguifh  as  to  paint 
the  tranfports  of  joy  which  fucceeded  it 
when  her  Majefty  heard  the  King's  carriage 
drive  into  the  Cour-Royale.  She  ran  to  meet 
him  with  the  Dauphin  in  her  arms,  and 
threw  herfelf  breathlefs  and  almoft  lifelefs 
into  thofe  of  her  auguft  coniort,  who  was 
not  lefs  moved.  The  fcene  that  followed 
was  perhaps  ftill  more  affecting.  What 
picture  could  be  more  interefting  to  feniible 
minds  than  that  of  the  delightful  moment 
in  which  Louis  XVI,  reliored  to  his  difcon- 
folate  family,  and  furrounded  by  the  objects 
deareft  to  him,  refigned  one  of  his  hands 
.to  the  carelTes  of  his  children,  and  with  the 
other  wiped  away  the  tears  from  the  cheeks 
of  the  Queen  and   Madame  Elizabeth*, 

*  The  immortal  name  of  this  unfortunate  Princefs 
will  ever  awaken  the  remembrance  of  all  the  angelic 
virtues  that  were  treafured  in  her  heart,  and  perpetuate 
horror  at  the  thoughts  of  thofe  monfters  who  were  fo 
ferocious  as  to  ihed  her  pure  blood. 

while 
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while  he  afluaged  their  bitternefs  by  min- 
gling his  own  with  them.  His  anfwers  to 
their  queftions,  and  the  details  he  related  to 
them  of  his  journey,  at  length  reftored  to 
their  agitated  minds  joy,  and  happinefs,  and 
hope. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XL 


Violent  Infurretlions  at  Poiffy  and  St. 
Germain  —  Dangers  and  Humiliations 
experienced  by  fome  Members  of  the  Af- 
Jembly  fent  to  calm  the  People — The  Af 
fembly  fave  two  Hujfars  whom  the  Popu- 
lace of  Verfailles  were  going  to  hang — * 
Infurretlions  in  feveral  Provinces — Mo- 
tion for  a  Proclamation,  by  M.  de  Lally, 
oppofed  by  Robefpierre — M.  de  la  Fayette 
removes  the  Apprehenfwns  of  the  Ajfem- 
bly  refpetling  the  State  of  the  Capital— 
M.  Foulon  and  M.  Berthier  flopped  by 
the  People,  and  led  away  to  the  Hotel-de- 
Ville — Crimes  of  which  they  were  accufed 
— They  are  killed,  and  their  Bodies  torn 
to  Pieces  by  the  People—The  Son  of  M. 
Berthier  folicits  the  Interpofition  of  the 

Affembly 
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AJfembly  in  favour  of  his  Father  in  vain 
— Horrible  exprejfwn  of  the  Deputy  Bar- 
nave's — Char  after  of  M.  Foulon,  and  of 
M.  Berthier. 

THE  people  in  their  effervefcence  may 
be  made  to  go  to  any  length,  provided  they 
are,  or  think  that  they  are,  led  in  the  fenfe 
they  annex  to  the  idea,  or  rather  to  the 
word,  which  turns  their  brain  ;  for  there  is 
no  popular  commotion,  no  infurrection,  of 
which  fome  word  mifunderflood  is  not  the 
principle,  and  the  rallying  fhout.  Liberty 
has  been  that  of  the  French  Revolution. 
The  people,  who  worfhipped  this  word 
without  knowing  the  real  meaning  of  it, 
and  who  abhorred  the  word  Defpotifm 
with  as  little  knowledge  of  its  figniflcation, 
took  up  arms,  and  rofe  in  a  mafs*>  to  plant 
every  where  trees  crowned  with  the  cap  of 
Liberty.  They  thought  they  mould  gain 
Liberty  by  rallying  round  tri-coloured  ftand- 
ards  on  which  that  word  was  worked  in 
large  characters ;  yet  they  have  hitherto 
ftruggled  only  to  favour  and  confolidate  the 
eftablifhment  of  a  moll  atrocious  tyranny, 

*  This  is  a  Revolutionary  expreffion, v 

and 
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and  all  thofe  trees  of  Liberty,  ftill  bearing 
its  emblems,  do  but  atteft  the  impofture  of 
its  pretended  apoflles,  and  the  ftupid  credu- 
lity of  their  profelytes. 

What  happinefs  would  France  have  owed 
to  the  National  Aflembly,  if  at  the  epocha 
of  the  16th  and  17th  of  July,  inftead  of 
abufing  the  confidence  of  Louis  XVI,  and 
the  enthufiafm  of  the  Parifians,  by  com- 
pleting the  annihilation  of  the  Royal  autho- 
rity, that  AfTembly  had  had  the  wifdom  to 
turn  both  to  the  advantage  of  real  Liberty  ! 
Why  did  they  not  teach  the  people,  that  that 
political  liberty  of  which   fo  much  was 
faid  to  them,  confirmed  effentially  in  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  the  confent  of  the  Nation  to  the 
laws  by  which  they  were  to  be  governed, 
to  the  taxes  they  were  to  pay,  and  in  the 
perfonal  refponfibility  of  all  the  Agents  of 
the  Government ;  that  that   liberty,  more 
real,  more  extenfive,  under  a  Monarchy  fo 
limited  than  under  any  other  form  of  Go- 
vernment, had  no  greater  enemies  than  li- 
centioufnefs  and  anarchy  ?  Why  did  they 
not  eftablifh  thefe  facts  and  thefe  principles 
in  their  Proclamations,  in  their  AddrerTes, 
and  in  the  Speeches  of  their  orators  ?  The 
reafon  is  plain : — The  immediate  con fequ ence 
Vol.  I.  Bb  muft 


ANNALS  OF  THE  [July  1789. 


muft  have  been  the  reftoring  to  the  King 
the  authority  and  power  neceflary  for  him 
to  eftabliih.  order,  and  fecure  the  execution 
of  the  laws  ;  and  that  authority,  that  power, 
was  precifely  what  the  AlTembly,  or  the 
factions  that  ruled  it,  meant  completely  to 
ufurp.  Accordingly,  they  haftened  to  call 
back,  to  what  they  termed  the  fenfe  of  the 
Revolution,  the  efFervefcence  of  Royalifm 
which  agitated  the  capital,  and  which  would 
very  foon  have  broken  out  all  over  the  king- 
dom, where  the  enormities  daily  committed 
by  pretended  patriots  had  already  infpired 
regret  for  the  good  old  times  when  the  Ma- 
rechaullee  prevented  fuch  excefles  *.  But 
that  tutelary  force  was  foon  to  be  difbanded, 
either  becaufe  it  was  under  the  King,  or  be- 
caufe  it  was  the  perpetual  enemy  of  the  bri- 
gands, who,  being  every  where  the  necef- 
fary  inftruments  or  hired  agents  of  the  Re- 

*  The  Marechaufiee,  fo  ufeful  and  fo  little  expenfive, 
for  the  whole  body  confided,  at  the  very  utmoft  of  4000 
men,  fufficed  to  maintain  order  and  tranquillity  through- 
out France.  They  were  fucceeded  by  three  millions  of 
National  Guards  ;  but  fo  little  have  they  fupplied  their 
place,  that  this  Revolutionary  Militia  have  been  feen 
joining  the  brigands,  and  abetting  crimes  which  they 
ought  to  have  fuppreffed. 

volution, 
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volution,  could  not  fail  to  have  powerful 
protectors  in  the  Affembly.  The  indulgence 
and  protection  which  were  granted  to  all 
crimes,  were  cloaked  under  the  mafk  of  pa- 
triotifm  and  of  popularity  :  but  Hiftory  will 
tear  this  deceitful  malk  from  all  thofe  who 
have  borrowed  it,  and  will  completely  ex- 
pofe  their  fhame. 

In  the  preceding  chapters  we  have  feen 
the  annihilation  of  the  Royal  authority  ef- 
fected ftep  by  ffep.  A  very  important 
epocha  in  the  Hiftory  of  the  Revolution  now 
opens ;  that  in  which  the  National  Affembly 
break  at  once  all  the  fprings  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  fpread  every  where  diforder  and 
deftruccion. 

The  Deputation  that  had  accompanied  the 
King  to  Paris,  went  on  their  return  to  the 
Affembly,  who  were  frill  fitting,  and  gave 
an  account  of  all  that  had  paffed  at  the  Ho- 
tel-de-Ville,  and  on.  the  road.  The  report 
was  often  interrupted  by  acclamations  and 
the  moff  rapturous  applaufes.  Before  the 
clofe,  however,  of  this  very  Sitting,  the 
Mayor  of  Poijy,  being  admitted  to  the  bar, 
informed  the  Affembly  of  feveral  crimes 
committed  by  armed  men,  in  the  towns  of 
Poiffy  and  St.  Germain,  under  pretence  of 

B  b  2  fup- 
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fuppofed  monopolies,  of  which  a  rich  farmer 
in  the  neighbourhood,  of  the  name  of  Tho- 
maffin,  was  accufed  ;  but  upon  its  being  ob- 
ferved,  that  this  was  an  objecl:  to  which 
the  Legiflative  Power  did  not  extend,  that 
there  was  an  Executive  Power  and  Criminal 
Courts  appointed  to  maintain  public  tran- 
quillity, the  demand  of  the  Mayor  of  Poijfy, 
praying  that  the  National  Aflembly  would 
fupprefs  the  diforders  of  which  he  com- 
plained, was  not  acceded  to.  This  refpecl 
paid  to  the  King's  authority  might  have 
given  an  idea  that  it  was  ftill  exiting ;  but 
the  Affembly  did  not  long  allow  this  error 
to  remain.  The  very  next  day,  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  Sitting,  the  debate  on  the  com- 
motions of  PoifTy  was  refumed.  Thomaffin's 
life  was  declared  to  be  in  the  mofr.  immi- 
nent danger ;  and  it  was  (aid  that  the  bour- 
geois militia  were  going  to  hang  him.  It 
was  then  moved,  not  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
King's  authority,  but  to  fend  a  Deputation 
to  PoiiTy  to  procure  a  pardon  for  the  unfor- 
tunate Thomajfm.  This  motion  was  adopt- 
ed, and  twelve  members  of  the  Aflembly 
being  named  for  a  Deputation,  immediately 
fet  off  for  PoifTy  and  St.  Germain. 

At  the  fame  time  the  Deputies  of  Dau- 

phinc 
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phine  informed  the  Aflembly  of  a  general 
infurrection  which xhe  news  of  Mr.  Necker's 
difmiflion  had  excited  in  their  province: — 
"  All  the  inhabitants,"  laid  they,  "  are 
taking  up  arms  to  defend  their  liberty  and 
that  of  their  Reprefentatives."  A  member 
of  the  Nobility  coming  in  at  that  moment 
interrupted  the  narrative  of  thefe  gentlemen, 
to  fay  that  the  bourgeois  militia  of  Verfailles 
had  juft  feized  two  huflars  at  the  door  of 
the  Hall,  who  were  fufpecled  of  being  fpies, 
or  of  having  fome  ill  defigns,  and  that  they 
were  talking  of  hanging  them.  On  hear- 
ing this,  feveral  Deputies  ruflied  towards  the 
door,  and  ran  to  the  afliftance  of  the  poor 
huflars,  whofe  only  crime  was  having  had 
the  curiofity,  as  they  were  pafling,  to  fee  a 
Sitting  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Nation. 
Fortunately,  the  mob  agreed  to  deliver  them 
up  to  the  Deputies,  who  conducted  them 
into  one  of  the  Halls,  where  they  remained 
till  they  could  leave  it  without  danger. 

Thefe  acts  of  -violence,  committed  almoft 
under  the  eyes  of  the  King  and  of  the  Na- 
tional AfTembly,  muft  naturally  have  created 
apprehenfions  of  their  foon  becoming  more 
frequent  and  more  ferious,  at  a  diftance  far- 
ther removed  from  means  of  fuppreflion. 

Bb3  On 
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On  thefe  grounds  feveral  Deputies  propofed 
that  the  Affembly  mould  proceed,  before 
they  attended  to  any  thing  elfe,  to  confider 
of  the  propereft  meafures  to  re-eftablifh  and 
maintain  public  tranquillity.  Some  were 
for  employing  the  Marechauffee  for  that 
purpofe  ;  others  thought  the  affiftance  of  the 
troops  absolutely  neceffary,  and  that  they 
ought  to  be  diftributed  in  the  towns  and 
country  places.  Thefe  motions  experienced 
the  ftrongeft  oppofition.  "  To  recall  the 
"  troops  now,"  faid  Volney  the  Deputy, 
**  is  to  recall  alarm ;  we  ought  to  employ 
"  our  own  forces,  and  intereft  the  people  in 
"  their  prefer vation." 

The  inftitution  of  bourgeois  militia  ex- 
tended to  every  Municipality,  and,  under 
their  direction,  was  confidered  by  the  majo- 
rity of  the  Affembly  as  the  propereft  means 
to  prevent  all  exceffes.  This  was  feeking  a 
remedy  for  the  evil  in  the  chief  caufe  of  it. 
It  is  not  the  only  miftake  of  this  kind  that 
the  Affembly  have  made,  and  not  always 
blindly.  However,  they  debated  for  fome 
time  on  thefe  different  motions,  without 
adopting  any  of  them ;  nor  was  the  fubject 
even  mentioned  in  the  following  Sitting, 
which  was  almoft  entirely  fpent  in  reading 

Addreffes 
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Addreffes  of  attachment,  admiration,  re- 
fpect,  and  gratitude,  from  the  different 
towns  and  communes  *,  and  in  attending  to 

*  Thefe  Addreffes,  drawn  up  at  Verfailles  by  the  Breton 
Club,  were  fent  to  trufty  agents  in  all  the  provinces, 
with  directions  to  return  them  with  as  many  fignatures 
as  they  could  procure  ;  but  great  care  was  taken  to  con- 
ceal all  the  Counter- Addreffes.  They  were  collected  by 
the  Vifcount  de  Mirabeau,  who  was  at  that  time  Secre- 
tary to  the  Affembly,  and  who  continued  in  that  office 
fix  weeks.  He  intended  to  have  publifhed  a  comparative 
ftatement  of  the  Addreffes,  and  to  have  proved,  by  an 
exact  calculation  of  the  fignatures,  that  the  number  of 
thofe  who  were  difeontented,  and  complained  of  the 
Affembly,  was  much  greater  than  that  of  their  fup- 
porters.  But  the  public  bickerings  which  the  Vifcount 
de  Mirabeau  had  with  fome  of  the  leading  men  among 
the  factious,  and  his  bitter  farcafms  againft  the  Revolu- 
tion and  its  authors,  expofing  him  every  day  to  the  dan- 
ger of  having  his  houfe  plundered  by  the  populace,  he 
depofited  all  his  papers,  and  among  them  the  collection 
of  thofe  Addreffes,  in  the  hands  of  the  Prelident  de  Fron- 
deville ;  who  made  an  eflimate  of  them  himfelf,  which 
he  compared  with  the  ftatement  that  the  Vifcount  de 
Mirabeau  had  caufed  to  be  made,  at  a  great  expence,  by 
a  clerk  of  the  Archives,  of  all  the  fignatures  to  the  Ad- 
dreffes which  were  read  to  the  Affembly  \  and  M.  de 
FrondevUle  has  affured  me,  that  at  that  period  the  num- 
ber of  the  complainants  amounted  to  a  fifth  more. than 
that  of  the  fupporters  of  the  Affembly.  By  the  time 
this  bufinefs  was  completed,  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the 
Revolution  rendered  it  ufelefs,  and  prevented  the  publi- 
cation of  it. 

B  b  4  the 
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the  report  of  the  Deputation  fent  to  Poiffy. 
Thomajfm  was  faved,  that  is  to  fay,  by  be- 
ing fent  to  prifon,  for  prifons  had  already 
become  the  only  afylums  left  to  innocence 
againir.  the  fury  of  Liberty.    It  was  not 
without  trouble  and  danger  that  the  Deputa- 
tion obtained  for  that  honeft  farmer  the  lignal 
favour  of  being  tried  before  he  was  hanged; 
he  had  been  dragged  from  his  prifon,  in 
fpite  of  the  pathetic  exhortations  of  the  Bi- 
Ihop  of  Chartres,  who  was  the  Speaker  of 
the  Deputation ;  and  the  crowd  were  only 
waiting  for  a  confeflor  and  the  gallows, 
which  had  been  fent  for.    In  that  interval 
Thomajfm,  the  Bifhop  of  Chartres y  and  his 
colleagues,  threw  themfelves  on  their  knees 
in  the  midft  of  thofe  furies,  and  at  length 
obtained  confent,  by  dint  of  fupplications  and 
tears,  that  he  mould  be  delivered  over  to 
juftice.     The  mob  allowed  him  to  depart 
with  the  Deputies,  whom  at  the  fame  time 
they  threatened  to  hang,  if  he  were  fpared. 
It  was  feared  at  firft,  that  the  people  would 
fire  into  the  Bimop  of  Chartres*  s  carriage,  in 
which  Thomafjin  was.    Some  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  PoifTy  accompanied  the  Deputa- 
tion, and  conducted  them  by  crofs -roads, 
in  order  to  avoid  St,  Germain.    On  their 

way 
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way  they  met  feveral  mobs  of  women  who 
-would  have  ftoned  them  to  death,  and  from 
whom  they  could  not  have  efcaped  had  they 
not  been  guarded.  At  length,  after  a  very 
flow,  painful,  and  alarming  journey,  they 
arrived  at  Verfailles,  and  lodged  Thomajfm 
in  prifan. 

The  Affembly,  on  hearing  thefe  fads  re- 
lated, laviflied  the  highefl:  praifes  on  the 
courage,  the  wifdom,  and  the  patriotifm  of 
the  Deputation,  and  particularly  on  the  con- 
duct of  the  Bilhop  of  Chartres;  a  motion 
was  made,  and  unanimoufly  pafTed,  to  decree 
him  a  civic  crown.  No  doubt  he  had  faved 
ThomaJJin's  life ;  but  at  what  price  ?  By  fub- 
jecling  the  National  Reprefentation  to  the 
molt:  fhameful  humiliation,  by  proflrating 
it  at  the  feet  of  a  vile  rabble,  which  fifty 
dragoons  or  a  few  diviflons  of  the  Mare- 
chauflee  would  have  put  to  flight,  had  the 
King  flill  retained  his  authority.  But  that 
was  overturned,  and  in  its  fall  had  precipi- 
tated into  the  hands  of  the  populace ;  for 
fuch,  in  the  revolution  of  Empires,  is  ever 
the  firfl:  effect  of  difplacing  the  fupreme 
power,  which  mult  have  force,  and  force  is 
found  in  number.  So  a  rock  torn  by  fome 
violent  concuflion  from  the  fummit  of  a 

lofty 


334 


ANNALS  OF   THE        [July  1789. 


lofty  mountain  falls  with  rapidity,  nor  ftops 
till  it  can  fall  no  lower. 

In  the  Sitting  of  the  20th  of  July  M.  de 
Lally  gave  notice  of  new  infurrections  in 
Normandy,  Burgundy,  and  at  Pontcife ;  and 
he  moved  that  a  Proclamation  be  hTued,  in 
which  "  all  Frenchmen  mould  be  invited  to 
«'  peace,  to  the  love  of  order,  to  refpect  for 
"  the  laws,  to  fidelity  to  the  King,  and  to 
<f  an  entire  confidence  in  the  perfect  har- 
"  mony  which  fub  fitted  between  the  Head 
"  and  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Nation." 
This  Proclamation  was  to  authorize  the  Mu- 
nicipalities to  raife  bourgeois  militia,  and  to 
recommend  it  to  them  to  admit  only  fuch 
citizens  as  were  incapable  of  acting  preju- 
dicially to  the  Country,  and  capable  of  de- 
fending it.  It  was  further  to  declare,  that 
every  man  fufpected,  accufed,  and  arretted, 
mould  be  delivered  up  to  juftice; 

This  project  for  a  Proclamation  was  fup- 
ported  by  fome  of  the  members  of  the  Af- 
fembly,  and  oppofed  by  others.  "  We 
"  may  love  peace,"  faid  Robefpierret  (i  but 
"  we  ought  alfo  to  love  liberty :  and  fuch 
44  a  Proclamation  may  give  uneafinefs  to 
*£  thofe  who  have  defended  liberty  ;  it  may 
**  fprcad  alarm,   and  make  confidence."' 

#f.  de 
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M.  de  Lally's  anftver  to  all  the  objections 
urged  againft  his  motion  produced  a  long 
debate,  during  which  the  Prefident  received 
a  letter  from  M.  de  la  Fayette,  in  which  he 
gave  an  account  of  all  the  meafures  he  had 
taken  to  fecure  the  tranquillity  of  the  capi- 
tal. This  letter  difpelled  the  uneafinefs  of 
the  Affembly,  and  filenced  thofe  who  were 
for  immediately  adopting  M.  de  Lalifs  Pro- 
clamation ;  and  it  was  thought  better  to  fub- 
mit  it  to  the  examination  of  the  Committees 
before  any  refolution  was  taken  upon  it. 

M.  de  la  Fayette's  meafures  were  perhaps 
extremely  judicious,  probably  very  patriotic, 
but  certainly  very  inadequate,  and  their 
inefficacy  foon  appeared. 

M.  Foulon,  who  had  been  appointed 
Dire&or  of  the  War  Department  under 
Marfhal  Broglio,  had  difappeared  at  the 
time  of  the  retreat  of  the  new  Minifters.  A 
report  of  his  death  had  been  fpread ;  and 
the  extraordinary  pomp  with  which  one  of 
his  fervants  was  buried  at  that  period  gave 
grounds  for  the  report.  Unhappily  for  him 
it  was  difcovered  that  he  had  retired  to  Viry, 
an  eftate  belonging  to  his  friend  M.  de  Sar- 
tine,  near  Paris.  The  caution  he  took  to 
conceal  himfelf  excited  fufpicions,  and  foon 

became 
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became  the  talk  of  the  village.  The  men  on 
one  of  his  eftates  not  far  from  Viry  hearing 
of  it,  went  and  demanded  a  guard  of  the 
Parifians  to  arreft  and  carry  him  to  Paris.  A 
great  number  of  them  arrived  at  Viry  on  the 
22d  of  July,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  found  M.  Foulon  already  up  and  walk-* 
ing  alone  in  the  park  :  they  rufhed  furioufly 
upon  him  j  and  after  they  had  treated  him 
with  every  fort  of  infult  and  indignity, 
they  drefled  him  with  a  collar  of  nettles,  a 
bunch  of  tbifdes  for  a  nofegay,  and  a  bundle 
of  hay  upon  his  back,  as  a  punifhmentyi?r 
having  wiJJied  to  make  the  people  eat  hay ; 
or  for  having  faid  that  hay  was  good  enough 
for  the  people  to  eat ; — fuch  being  the  ridi- 
culous crimes  of  which  he  was  accufed.  In 
that  ftate  was  he  conducted  to  the  Hotel-de- 
Ville  in  Paris,  and  delivered  over  to  a  Com. 
mittee,  who,  after  a  long  examination,  were 
for  fending  him  to  prifon,  and  ordering  his 
trial.  But  a  multitude  of  people  already 
collected  on  the  Place -de-Gr  eve  were  calling 
out  vociferoully  for  his  execution.  It  was 
certain  that  he  would  be  malTacred  if  he  left 
the  Hotel-de-Ville  before  the  populace,  whf 
were  watching  for  him  at  every  gate,  were 
difperfed;  fo  that  the  firft  thing  to  have 

been* 
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been  done,  had  the  Committee  been  inclined, 
or  had  they  dared  to  fave  him,  was  to  have 
cleared  the  fquare ;  and  if  this  meafure  had 
not  been  forgotten  in  M.  de  la  Fayette's 
grand  plan  for  the  re-eflablifhment  of  pub- 
lic tranquillity,  it  might  have  been  executed 
without  violence,  and  even  with  all  the  at- 
tentions, with  all  the  politenefs  that  might 
have  been  required  by  the  Nation ;  for  fo 
every  mob,  great  or  fmall,  now  entitled 
themfelves.  The  purpofe  would  have  been 
anfwered  if  the  Commander-General  of  the 
bourgeois  militia  had  fent  into  all  the  Dis- 
tricts, and  iflued  orders  for  the  refpective 
battalions  to  march  at  noon  to  the  Place-de- 
Greve  in  ,order  to  be  reviewed :  as  they 
came  on,  the  crowd,  forced  to  feparate  to 
make  way  for  them,  would  have  been  gra- 
dually thrown  back  on  the  adjoining  flreets, 
and  would  have  foon  difp'  rfed.  There  would 
then  have  been  no  danger  in  conveying 
M.  Foulon  from  the  Hotel- de-Ville  to  prifon. 
But  the  Committee  imagined  that  by  gaining 
time  the  fury  of  the  people  would  fpend  itfelf, 
and  that  at  the  hour  of  dinner  the  crowd  would 
difperfe  of  their  own  accord.  With  this  hope 
M.  Foulon  was  detained  at  the  Hotel-de- 
Ville  all  the  morning  and  part  of  the  after- 
x  noon. 
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noon.  From  time  to  time  the  Mayor  and 
fome  Members  of  the  Committee  endea- 
voured to  prevail  on  the  people  to  liften  to 
the  voice  of  jurtice,  reafon,  and  humanity. 
"  M.  Foulon"  faid  they,  "may  be  guilty, 
M  but  he  ought  not  to  be  condemned  with- 
"  out  being  heard.  He  was  connected  with 
?<  the  new  Miniftry,  and  no  doubt  one  of 
"  the  heads  of  the  confpiracy  :  information 
"  of  the  greater!:  importance  refpecting  that 
"  abominable  plot  may  be  obtained  from 
"  him,  and  it  is  of  the  greater!:  confequence 
"  to  preferve  a  man  who  may  give  a  clue  to 
"  the  whole  j  for  the  falvation  of  the  country 
"  may  depend  upon  it." 

Thefe  reafons  made  an  impreflion  upon 
the  fmall  number  of  perfons  who  were 
within  hearing ;  but  the  blood-thirfty  mul- 
titude grew  exafperated  at  the  delay  in  the 
deliberations  of  the  Committee,  fet  up  at  in- 
tervals the  moit  frightful  howlings,  and  in- 
fixed upon  having  their  victim.  The  more 
furious,  not  able  to  command  their  impa- 
tience, rufhed  in  a  body  upon  the  guard, 
forced  the  doors  of  the  Hotel-de-Ville,  and 
making  up  to  M.  Foulon  feized  him  in  the 
Hall  where  the  Committee  were  nttin^. 
At  this  horrible  moment  there  was  but  one 

way 
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way  left  of  faving  this  unfortunate  old  man, 
and  that  M.  de  la  Fayette  employed  with 
much  addrefs.  "  Citizens/'  he  cried,  <«  I 
"  cannot  blame  your  rage  and  indignation 
"  againft  this  man;  I  never  efteemed  him, 
"  and  have  always  confidered  him  as  a 
"  great  villain.  Do  you  wifli  he  mould  be 
"  punifhed?  We  wifh  it  too,  and  punifhed 
"  he  mall  be.  But  he  has  accomplices, 
"  and  it  is  necefTary  we  fliould  know  them. 
"  I  mall  order  him  to  be  carried  to  the 
"  Abbaye  St.  Germain ;  inftruclions  mall  be 
"  given  for  his  trial,,  and  he  fhall  be  con- 
"  demned  according  to  law  to  the  infamous 
"  death  he  has  but  too  well  merited." 

This  fpeech  fatisfied  them  all,  and  was 
greatly  applauded.  It  would  have  had  all  the 
fuccefs  intended  by  M.  de  la  Fayette,  had 
not  M.  Foulon,  wild  .with  joy  at  finding 
himfelf  faved,  had  the  imprudence  to  clap 
his  hands  with  the  reft.  They  are  conniv- 
ing, they  want  to  fave  him,  became  imme- 
diately the  cry  of  the  multitude,  who  re- 
volving to  hear  no  more,  laid  hold  of  M.  Fou- 
lon, and  in  a  moment  dragged  him  to  the 
foot  of  the  fatal  lantern ;  nor  could  M.  de  la 
Fayette,  now  himfelf  fufpeded,  make  the 
flighteft  oppofition  to  it.    At  this  frightful 

inftant 
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inftant  his  courage  and  his  understanding 
entirely  forfook  him.  He  was  ordered  to 
fall  on  his  knees,  to  beg  pardon  of  God,  the 
Nation,  and  the  King.  One  of  the  mob 
"  gave  him  his  hand  to  kifs.  He  fubmitted 
without  refinance  to  all  thefe  humiliations, 
and  to  all  the  abufe  with  which  they  were 
accompanied. '  He  never  ceafed  begging  par- 
don of  the  people,  and  fupplicating  them  to 
fpare  his  life  ;  but  the  groffeft  infults,  and 

the  ferocious  cry  of  To  the  lantern,  to  the 
lantern,  were  the  only  anfwers  his  prayers 
obtained.  At  lafh  the  fatal  rope  is  fixed,  he 
is  drawn  up  : — the  rope  breaks,  he  falls  on 
his  knees,  and  implores  the  companion  of 
the  people;  again  the  rope  is  tied,  and  again 
it  breaks.  Soldiers  offer  their  arms  to  put 
an  end  to  his  torture ;  but  his  executioners 
prolong  it  by  choice,  and  wait  for  a  new 
rope.  At  length  it  is  brought,  and  termi- 
nates the  moll:  dreadful  and  mocking  execu- 
tion. Scarcely  is  he  dead,  when  his  mur- 
derers difpute  for  his  body  and  pieces  of  his 
clothes;  they  fluff  hay  into  his  mouth, 
carry  his  head  about  on  the  end  of  a  pike, 
>  and  drag  his  body,  naked,  bruifed,  and  mu- 

tilated, through  the  dirt. 
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At  this  time  it  was  heard  that  M.  Ber- 
thier,  who  had  been  arretted  at  Compiegne, 
was  on  the  way  near  town,  efcorted  by  one 
of  the  Electors  of  Paris  and  400  National 
troopers  who  had  been  fent  for  him.    He  was 
accufed  of  being  one  of  the  principal  agents 
of  the  pretended  confpiracy  of  the  Minifters, 
becaufe,  as  Intendant  of  the  Generality  of 
Paris,  he  had  filled  the  offices  of  Comptrol- 
ler of  the  Army,  and  of  the  different  mili- 
tary corps  cantoned  in  the  environs  of  the 
Capital  under  the  command  of  Marfhal 
Broglio.     He  was  taxed  with  interfering 
to  fupply  them  with  provifions,  ammuni- 
tion, and  the  like :  he  was  befides  known  to 
be  the  fon-in-law  of  M.  Foulon,  which  at 
that  horrible  crifis  was  of  itfelf  a  crime  fuf- 
ficient  to  devote  him  to  the  rage  of  the  mon- 
gers who  had  juft  been  facrificing  his  father- 
in-law. 

Through  all  the  villages  on  the  road  be- 
tween Paris  and  Compiegne,  M.  Berthier, 
though  grofsly  infulted  and  threatened  by 
the  populace,  never  loft  the  leaft  of  his  com- 
posure. The  Eleclor  who  accompanied  him, 
and  with  whom  he  converfed  throughout  the 
journey  with  the  greateft  tranquillity,  was 
lurprifed  at  his  courage,  and  felt  efteem  and 
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refped:  for  him.  The  lively  interefl  which 
he  loon  felt  for  the  fituation  of  that  magif- 
trate,  made  him  fenfible  how  odious  a  com- 
mifTion  he  was  executing,  and  his  regret  for 
having  undertaken  it  was  alleviated  only  by 
the  hope,  that  it  would  put  it  in  his  power 
to  be  of  important  fervice  to  him  in  the 
Committee*.  He  little  knew  what  was 
then  pairing  at  Paris.  Scarcely  had  the 
chaife  in  which  he  was  conveying  his  pri- 
foner  arrived  at  the  barrier,  when  the  popu- 
lace flopped  it  and  took  the  top  of  it  off,  that 
all  who  were  not  fufficiently  near  to  the  car- 
riage to  take  an  active  part  in  the  outrages 
with  'which  the  Intendant  was  to  be  over- 
whelmed, might  at  lean:  have  the  fatisfaction 
of  feafting  their  eyes  with  the  atrocious 
fight.  Five  or  fix  hundred  horfemen  with 
fwords  drawn,  and  foldiers  of  different  corps 
marching  with  their  drums  and  colours, 
ferved  as  a  guard  for  the  carriage :  in  the 

*  The  name  of  this  Elector  was  La  Riviere,  and  it  was 
from  himfelf  I  received  thefe  particulars.  I  had  an  op- 
portunity of  knowing  him  in  1792,  as  he  was  at  that 
time  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  and  the  perfon  who,  on  the 
complaints  lodged  by  M.  de  Montmorin  and  myfelf, 
ordered  the  proceedings  relative  to  the  pretended  Aus- 
trian Committee.  | 

1  crowd 
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crowd  that  furrounded  it  were  perfons 
crowned  with  laurel,  and  women  ringing 
and  dancing  to  military  mufic*  This  fing- 
ing was  frequently  interrupted  by  the  moft 
fanguinary  vociferations,  and  by  the  fpeeches 
of  the  honeft  Elector  addreffed  to  thofe 
furies,  to  moderate  their  rage  and  fave  the 
life  of  his  prifoner,  whom  he  was  afraid  of 
feeing  malTacred  at  his  fide.  M.  Berthier, 
fupported  by  that  extraordinary  energy  which 
remits  from  a  confcience  void  of  offence, 
furveyed  all  this  tumult  without  appearing 
uneafy  at  it :  but  when  M.  Foulon's  head 
was  thruft  before  him  on  the  end  of  a  pike, 
his  foul  was  frozen  with  horror.  The  mon- 
itors that  carried  it  wanted  to  force  him  to 
kifs  it  j  but  the  Elector,  {hocked  at  this  ex- 
cels of  barbarity,  was  fortunate  enough  to 
fucceed  in  preventing  it. 

M.  Berthier,  being  at  length  arrived  at 
the  Hotel-de-Ville,  was  conducted  to  the 
Committee,  by  whom  he  was  examined  on 
his  conduct,  on  the  projects  of  the  Mini- 
fters,  on  the  plan  of  the  pretended  confpiracy, 
and  fo  forth.  He  replied  with  confidence. 
**  I  have  done  nothing  but  by  fuperior 
"  orders,  which  it  was  my  duty  to  obey  : 
11  you  will  find  them  in  my  portfolio;  you 
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"  have  my  correfpondence,  all  my  papers; 
?'  you  know  as  much  as  I  do.  I  beg  you  will 
"  obferve  that  I  am  fo  overcome  with  fa- 
44  tigue  and  the  want  of  fleep,  not  having 
"  clofed  my  eyes  for  two  days,  that  it  is 
44  impoffible  for  me  to  anfwcr  you  more 
44  circumftantially  at  prefent.  I  requeft  to 
44  be  fliown  to  fome  place  where  I  may 
44  take  a  little  reft." 

While  they  were  debating  this  requeft,  the 
Hotel-de-Ville  and  the  Place-de-Greve  re- 
founded  with  the  moft  violent  clamours. 
The  Committee,  alarmed  at  thofe  fliouts  of 
death,  and  fearing  left  the  people  fhould 
force  in  and  carry  off  M.  Berthier  from 
them,  decided  upon  fending  him  to  the 
Abbaye.  But  in  what  manner  was  he  to  be 
extricated  from  the  dangers  of  crofting  a 
furious  mob,  over  whom  the  foldiers  had  no 
power ;  or  rather,  in  favour  of  whom  they 
were  inclined  to  exert  what  power  they  had? 
He  was  put  under  a  ftrong  guard,  while 
M.  Bailly  and  M.  de  la  Fayette,  on  differ- 
ent fides,  harangued,  fupplicated,  and  con- 
jured thofe  who  would  liften  to  them  ;  but 
their  fpeeches  and  prayers  were  anfwered 
only  by  the  moft  horrid  imprecations.  No 
fooner  was  M.  Berthier  perceived  on  the 

fteps 
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fteps  of  the  Hotel,  than  a  crowd  of  aflaffins 
fprang  upon  him,  and  dragged  him  to  the 
fame  lantern  w  here  M.  Foulon  had  been 
hanged.  He  faw  the  rope  ready  to  be  the 
inftrument  of  the  fame  fate  upon  himfelf. 
Tranfported  with  rage  at  the  light,  he  fud- 
denly  wrenches  from  a  foldier  the  firft  muf- 
ket  he  can  lay  his  hand  upon,  and  with  re- 
peated blows  attacks  the  crowd  of  tigers 
preiTing  round  him,  but  in  an  inftant  falls 
himfelf  beneath  a  number  of  bayonets.  He 
was  at  leaft  indebted  to  his  courage  for  a 
death  lefs  lingering  and  lefs  ignominious 
than  that  of  his  father-in-law.  One  of  his 
alTafiins  perceiving  that  he  ftill  breathed, 
had  the  unparalleled  barbarity  to  plunge  his 
hand  into  the  wideft  of  his  wounds,  in  order 
to  grope  to  his  heart,  which  he  tore  out,  and, 
carrying  it  in  triumph,  laid  it  palpitating 
upon  the  table  of  the  Committee  of  Electors. 
No  doubt  it  was  to  thofe  Minifters  of  the 
Sovereignty  of  the  People  that  the  firft  fruits 
of  the  tree  of  Liberty  were  due. 

The  Committee,  ftupefied  with  horror  at 
the  fight  of  this  horrible  trophy,  had  not 
even  the  thought  to  caufe  the  execrable 
monfter  who  offered  it  them  to  be  arrefted. 
They  allowed  him  without  a  word  to  take 

C  c  3  up 


34^  "  ANNALS  OF   THE      [July  1789. 

up  the  heart  again,  to  fix  it  to  the  point  of 
his  fword,  and  parade  it  through  the  ftreets 
behind  the  heads  of  M.  Foulon  and  M.  Ber- 
thier.  There  was  but  one  thing  more  want- 
ing to  the  ferocity  of  thofe  cannibals,  and 
this  they  completed  in  the  evening  by  giving 
the  people  a  fight  of  the  moll  abominable 
feafting. 

During  the  execution  of  M.  Foulon,  M. 
Berthier's  fon,  dreading  that  the  fame  fate 
would  befall  his  father  who  was  on  his 
way  to  Paris,  haftened  to  Verfailles  to  im- 
plore the  interpofition  of  the  Atfembly  in 
his  favour.  On  his  arrival,  the  firft  thing 
he  did  was  to  throw  himfelf  into  the  arms  of 
M.  de  Lady,  and  burfting  into  tears,  he  faid  to 
him:  "  Your  filial  piety  and  eloquence 
iS  faved  the  honour  of  your  father;  I  con- 
et  jure  you,  Sir,  to  fave  the  life  of  mine." 
M.  de  Laity  flew  immediately  to  the  Aflem- 
bly,  and  pleaded  this  interefting  caufe  with  all 
the  energy  and  fenfibility  natural  to  him. 
The  majority  of  the  AfTembly  were  ex- 
tremely affected  ;  but  as  they  could  take  no 
m.afure  which  would  not  be  ineffectual,  or 
prove  too  late,  they  contented  themfelves 
with  hoping  that  this  new  crime  would  not 
be  committed.    It  was  on  this  occafion  that 

a  young 
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a  young  Deputy  from  Dauphine  (Barnave), 
who  doubtlefs  had  never  known  his  father, 
fufFered  the  following  mocking  expreffion  to 
efcape  him,  which  only  a  Robefpierre  could 
have  heard  without  fhuddering :  Is  the  blood 
that  is  fpilt  then  Jo  pure  ? 

The  crimes  with  which  M.  Foulon  was 
charged,  were  all  as  imaginary  as  the  pre- 
tended confpiracy  attributed  to  the  new  Mini- 
fters.  The  trivial  expreffion  of,  Tho/e  peo- 
ple are  brutes  Jit  to  eat  hay,  was  perhaps 
too  frequently  in  his  mouth ;  but  it  was 
certainly  nothing  more  than  an  expletive, 
and  far  from  being  accompanied  with  the 
abfurd  idea  of  reducing  the  people  to  eat 
nothing  but  hay.  M.  Foulon*  s  only  fault, 
or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  his  great- 
eft  misfortune,  was  a  conftant  ambition  to 
be  in  the  Miniftry,  without  talents  necef- 
fary  to  fill  the  important  offices  of  it  in 
times  fo  difficult.  He  wras  a  man  of  the 
moil  ordinary  abilities  I  ever  knew  :  medi- 
ocrity may  be  allowed  to  be  a  defect,  but 
certainly  it  is  not  a  fault,  and  much  lefs  a 
crime. 

The  ambition  which  was  the  ruin  of  M. 
Foulon,  would  have  been  better  placed  in 
his  fon-in-law.    M.  Berthier  was  one  of 
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the  moft  diftinguimed  among  the  worthy 
Intendants  of  the  Kingdom  for  his  merit, 
his  talents,  and  his  knowledge  in  admini- 
ftration ;  and  in  fpite  of  the  atrocious  calum- 
nies that  have  been  caft  upon  him,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  affairs  of  Paris  were  never 
better  conducted,  or  directed  by  a  more  able, 
zealous,  or  benevolent  Magiftrate.  As  I 
was  not  connected  with  him,  the  refpect  I 
now  pay  his  memory  is  dictated  alone  by 
juftice  and  truth. 


CHAP- 


July  ^89.] 


FRENCH  REVOLUTION. 


349 


CHAPTER  XIX, 


Characler  of  the  Parifians — Proclama- 
tion of  the  Ajfembly— General  arming 
of  the  Populace  urged  by  the  Faclious 
—  Confequences  —  Firfi  atrocious  At- 
tempts againft  the  Nobility  in  Franche- 
Comte — The  Circumftances  that  gave 
rife  to  them — InconCiftency  of  the  Con- 
duel  of  the  Ajfembly  —  Country-feats 
burnt  and  Jiillaged  -throughout  the 
Kingdom — Long  Debates  occqfioned  by 
Letters  found  upon  the  Baron  de  Caf- 
telnau  —  An  admirable  Speech  from 
Mirabeau — A  Letter  from  Mr.  Necher 
announcing  his  Return  —  The  Abbe 
Maury  arrefted  at  Peronne — A  Letter 
from  the  Municipality  of  that  Town  to 

the 
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the  AJfenibly — Lift  of  Pj'ofcrifttions — ■ 
Violent  State  of  the  Provinces  nearejt 
the  Cajiiial — M-.  de  Cazales  arrejied. 

It  is  remarkable  in  the  character  of  the 
Parinans,  that  from  the  outfet  of  the  Revo- 
lution, they  had  fallen  into  a  habit  of  poft- 
poning  till  the  next  day  the  manifeftation  of 
their  horror  at  the  crimes  they  fuffered  to 
be  committed.  That  which  they  felt  at  the 
murder  of  M.  Foulon  and  M.  Berthier  did 
not  break  forth  till  the  day  following, 
and  then  fperit  itfelf  in  vain  imprecations 
againft  their  murderers.  This  tardy  and 
pailive  indignation,  or  rather  this  conftant 
timidity  of  the  good,  has  for  nine  years  pad. 
expofed  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  the  mercy 
of  a  horde  of  ruffians,  on  whom  the  Revo- 
lution has  bellowed  the  exclufive  privilege 
of  pillaging  and  affaffinating  as  long  as  there 
fhall  be  property  and  proprietors . 

What  a  dreadful  day  was  that  for  M.  de 
la  Fayette  on  which,  though  Commander 
General  of  the  whole  armed  force  of  the 
Capital,  having  forty  thoufand  of  the  bour- 
geois militia  under  him,  he  neverthelefs  faw 
himfelf  reduced  to  be  the  mere  paffive  fpec- 
tator,  and  in  fome  fort  the  Prefident,  of  the 
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molt  favage  fcenes  of  the  Revolution  !  Def- 
perate,  and  humbled  at  his  want  of  power, 
he  would  have  given  in  his  refignation,  but 
the  oaths  of  obedience  taken  by  the  bat- 
talions, and  M.  Bailly's  entreaties,  prevailed 
upon  him  to  continue  his  command. 

The  Affembly,  who  had  for  fome  days 
wafted  a  great  deal  of  time  in  difcuffing  and 
modifying  M.  de  Lally's  fcheme  of  a  Procla- 
mation for  re-eftablifhing  public  tranquillity, 
refolved  at  laft  to  adopt  it  with  amend- 
ments;  but  confufion  and  diforder  were  now 
fpread  through  every  part  of  the  Kingdom. 
The  reports  raifed  at  once  in  all  the  pro- 
vinces of  a  grand  confpiracy  againft  Li- 
berty, and  of  the  approach  of  pretended 
bands  of  brigands,  who  were  cutting  down 
and  burning  the  harvefts,  had  ferved  as  a 
pretext  for  a  general  arming  of  the  populace. 
Large  detachments  formed  under  the  name 
of  Citizen  Soldiers,  to  diftinguifh  them  from 
the  troops  of  the  line,  now  firft  called  Soldier 
Citizens,  were  inceflantly  running  over  the 
country  to  difperfe  thofe  formidable  brigands 
who  were  no  where  to  be  found  ;  and  in  a 
very  fhort  time  the  Citizen  Soldiers  went  in 
quell:  of  them  among  farms,  and  in  particu- 
lar among  the  country-feats  of  the  Nobility 

and 


353  ANNALS   OF   THE      [July  1789. 

and  Gentry.    None  were  exempt  from  thofe 
patriotic  vifits,  another  pretext  for  which 
was  the  fearch  for  arms,  and  of  which  the 
plundering  of  the  cellars  and  of  every  kind 
of  provifions  was  the  leail  inconvenience. 
Murder  and  fire  were  frequently  the  confe- 
quences  of  them ;  and  thofe  crimes  were  al- 
ways juftified,  or  at  leaft  palliated,  by  the 
profcribing  fufpicion  of  arijlocracy,  inci- 
vzfm,  con/piracy,  and  the  like.  Complaints 
and  denunciations  without  number  daily  in- 
formed the  Affembly  of  all  thofe  enormities; 
but  they  faw  no  other  remedy  for  them  than 
the  new  Conftitution  upon  which  they  were 
going  to  work  :  and  in  the  mean  time,  full 
of  confidence  in  the  flattering  Addreffes 
which  they  received  from  fome  Municipali- 
ties, they  confoled  themfelves  for  all  private 
misfortunes  by  contemplating  the  general 
happindfs-,  -  which  ^already  was,  or  which 
they  thought  was,  the  fruit  of  their  la- 
bours. 

The  moft  ferious  outrages  againft  the  No- 
bility firft  broke  out  and  were  moft  frequent 
in  Franche-Comte.  They  began  from  a 
circumftance  as  innocent  as  it  was  fatal.— 
M.  de  Memmay,  a  magiftrate  of  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Befancon,  had  given  an  entertain- 
ment 
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ment  at  his  feat  at  Quincey  to  the  inhabi- 
tants and  to  the  garrifon  of  Vefoul,  in  ho- 
nour of  the  happy  union  between  the  King 
and  the  National  Affembly.  He  had  an- 
nounced that  all  who  chofe  to  vifit  his  feat 
on  Sunday  the  19th  of  July  mould  find  fid- 
dles and  refreshments.:  and  that,  left  his 
prefence  as  a  magiftrate  might  prove  a  re- 
flraint  to  the  gaiety  of  the  feaft,  he  mould 
not  remain  at  home  himfelf.  This  invita- 
tion drew  a  great  number  of  the  citizens  of 
Vefoul  and  fome  of  the  foldiers  of  the  gar- 
rifon to  Quincey-houfe.  While  they  were 
amufing  themfelves,  a  barrel  of  gunpowder 
in  an  out-houfe  blew  up,  by  which  feveral 
perfons  were  wounded,  and  fome,  but  very 
few,  killed.  Without  a  moment's  consider- 
ation it  was  believed,  and  every  where  ru- 
moured, that  it  had  been  M.  de  Memmay's 
intention  to  blow  up  the  inhabitants  and  gar- 
rifon of  Vefoul  at  once ;  that  fuch  was  the 
defign  of  the  feaft  to  which  he  had  invited 
them  ;  and  that  to  execute  this  infernal  plot 
he  had  prepared  a  mine  under  the  place 
where  they  were 'to  affemble,  which  he  had 
fprung,  or  ordered  to  be  fprung,  by  means 
of  a  long  train. 

The  officer  of  the  Marechauffee  at  Vefoul 
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made  a  minute  of  this  ftory  in  his  journal, 
without  having  fcrutinized  the  fact,  and  that 
minute  was  read  to  the  National  AlTembly 
by  one  of  the  Deputies  for  Franche-Comte:- 
he  added  to  it  fome  circumftances  of  the  ex- 
ceflfes  committed,  and  that  were  continued 
by  the  exafperated  people.  "  The  whole 
"  country  was  in  commotion ;  the  people 
"  had  armed  themfelves  with  all  kinds  of 
"  weapons;  they  had  attacked  the  neigh- 
"  bouring  feats,  were  burning  and  piunder- 
"  ing  the  archives  of  the  Nobility,  forcing 
*f  them  to  renounce  their  rights;  they  had 
"  demolifhed  feveral  country  houfes,  fet  a 
"  Ciftercian  Abbey  on  fire,  &c." 

It  is  not  wonderful  that  the  people,  hear- 
ing of  nothing  but  the  confpiracies  of  the 
Ariftocrats,  and  unacquainted  with  the  caufe 
of  the  event  at  Quincey,  mould  accufe  M.  de 
Memmay  of  it,  although  it  did  not  appear 
that  he  had  any  motive  for  animofity  againft 
the  inhabitants  of  Vefoul.  He  was  a  gentle- 
man, and  a  member  of  the  Parliament;  which 
was  more  than  enough  to  prove  his  crime, 
and  to  authorife,  in  the  fight  of  a  furious 
mob,  the  mod:  violent  acts  of  vengeance 
againd:  him  and  againfl  the  two  claffes  of 
Ariftocrats  to  which  he   belonged.  But 

mould 
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mould  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Nation 
have  been  infected  with  this  delirium  ? 
Should  they,  upon  a  vague  minute  deftitute 
of  proof,  and  by  which  too  it  appeared  that 
M.  Memniay  was  abfent,  have  prefumed  that 
magiftrate  guilty  of  a  crime  which  they  had 
no  rational  grounds,  no  probability  for  im- 
puting to  him  ?  A  fimple  accident  might 
have  been,  and  in  fa<51  was,  the  caufe  of  the 
melancholy  event  that  happened  at  Quin- 
cey*.  Why  not  admit  a  prefumption  fo 
natural  ?  Are  we  at  liberty  to  reject  pre- 
fumptions  that  are  in  favour  of  innocence  ? 
The  AfTembly,  far  from  attending  to  thefe, 
charged  their  Prendent  to  wait  upon  the 
King,  to  obtain  of  his  Majefty  an  order  di- 
recting all  the  Minifters  rending  at  foreign 

*  It  was  proved  judicially,  that  at  the  period  when 
the  feaft  was  given  by  M.  Me  mm  ay  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Vefoul,  he  was  fetting  vines  in  a  ftony  foil,  where  he 
was  often  obliged  to  blow  up  the  greater  rocks.  Some 
foldiers  running  through,  and  ferreting  eveiy  where  in 
the  houfe  and  out-houfes,  unfortunately  took  a  candle  to 
the  dark  corner  where  the  barrel  of  gunpowder  was 
lodged,  and  fet  it  on  fire,  in  trying  to  fee  if  it  contain- 
ed wine.  Thefe  fails,  reported  and  attefted  In  a  Memo- 
rial drawn  up  by  M.  Caurvoifter,  fo  completely  juifified 
M.  de  Mcmmay,  that  the  AfTembly  could  not  avoid  teif ify- 
ing  his  innocence  by  a  Decree  illued  the  4th  of  June. 

Courts 
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Courts  to  caufe  a  ftri£t  fearch  to  be  made 
for  the  criminal,  and  to  apply  for  his  being 
taken  up  ;  and  alfo  to  apply  to  him  to  autho- 
rife  the  judge  of  the  place,  where  the  crime 
had  been  committed,  to  enter  a  profecution 
againft  the  author  of  fo  execrable  an  aclion, 
to  bring  him  to  trial,  and  pafs  fentence  up- 
on him  without  appeal.  It  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  as  a  member  of  the  Parliament, 
he  could  be  tried  only  by  the  Courts  of  the 
Parliament  of  Befancon. 

The  extreme  rigour  difplayed  againft  M. 
de  Memmay,  by  that  very  AiTembly  who  a 
few  days  before  had  fuffered  the  Governor 
of  the  Baftille,  the  Prevot  des  Marchands 
M.  Foulon)  and  his  fon-in-law,  to  be  maf- 
facred  almoft  under  their  eyes,  without  giv- 
ing any  direction  whatever  for  a  profecution 
againft  the  criminals,  feemed  to  have  no  other 
view  than  that  of  enraging  the  people  more 
and  more  againft  the  Nobility  and  againft 
the  Magiftracy ;  it  was  almoft  telling  them 
,  in  plain  terms  that  there  was  nothing  they 
might  not  attempt  with  impunity  againft  the 
Ariftocrats,  for  whom  alone  the  AfTembly 
referved  their  feverity.  "  We  muft  not  al- 
"  low  ourfelves  to  be  too  much  alarmed  at 
"  the  ftorms  infeparable  from  the  commo- 

"  tions 
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*A  tions  of  a  Revolution,"  faid  Barnave,  in 
the  Sitting  of  the  23d  of  July  which  was 
the  day  after  the  malTacre  of  Foulon  and 
Berthier,  r<  the  principal  object  is  to  form 
'!  the  Conftitution  and  to  fecure  Liberty. 
44  We  may  afterwards  attend  to  fecuring  le- 
"  gal  punifhments  for  State  crimes— >(pre- 
"  tended  confpiracies)-thcn  the  People  will 
IS  be  pacified,  and  return  of  themfelves  to 
*'  order. "  This  language  the  People  but 
too  well  underfiood,  and  they  have  in  con- 
fequence  committed  crimes  without  number; 
but  the  blame  is  to  be  imputed  lefs  to  them 
than  to  thofe  by  whom  they  have  been 
milled. 

The  full  account  of  the  dreadful  confpi- 
racy  at  Quincey  *,  which  was  difperfed 
throughout  the  Kingdom,  containing  the 
moH:  atrocious  exaggerations,  imprecations, 
and  cries  for  vengeance  againft  the  Nobility, 
became  in  a  manner  the  manifefto  of  the 
war  then  declared  againft  all  country-feats 
throughout  the  provinces.  The  example 
of  the  inhabitants   of  Vefoul    was  eVery 

*  Thefe  words  were  every  day  roared  through  the 
flreets  of  Paris  by  the  hawkers  of  the  Revolutionary 
Journals. 
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where  followed  with  more  or  lefs  fury,  but 
ever  with  the  fame  impunity.  The  affafli- 
nation  of  gentlemen,  the  carrying  off  of  their 
title-deeds,  and  the  pillage  and  demolition 
of  their  feats,  were  no  longer  confidered  in 
any  other  light  than  as  acts  of  eager  pa- 
triotifm.  In  thofe  Communes  where  the 
old  cuftom  of  loving  and  obeying  the  King 
ftill  prevailed  over  the  new-fangled  pa- 
triotifm,  forged  orders  with  the  King's  name 
were  mown  to  the  inhabitants,  in  which 
were  injunctions  to  commit  every  manner 
of  crime ;  and  when  they  were  accufed  be- 
fore the  Affembly,  there  were  fpeakers  fo 
ftupid,  or  fo  loft  to  fhame,  as  to  maintain 
that  the  Noblemen  themfelves  fet  fire  to 
their  houfes  to  have  an  opportunity  to  ca- 
lumniate the  People.  This  charge  was 
chiefly  directed  againft  thofe  whom  the  cer- 
tainty of  being  murdered  had  reduced  to 
the  necefiity  of  flying  their  country.  Hence 
arofe  that  fanguinary  jurifprudence  which 
makes  all  Emigrants  without  diftinction 
traitors  to  their  Country,  and  condemns 
them  to  death  as  a  punifhment  for  having 
had  recourfe  to  the  only  means  left  of  faving 
their  lives. 

The  Factious  knew  very  well  that  the  Peo- 
ple 
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pie  are  like  thofe  ponderous  mafles  which  it 
is  always  more  difficult  to  fet  in  motion,  than 
to  direct  to  a  propofed  end  when  once  they 
are  ftirred ;  and  they  neglected  no  means  to 
keep  their  minds  in  a  ftate  of  continual  agi- 
tation and  alarm.  Their  fpeakers  in  the  Af- 
fembly,  their  incendiaries  at  the  Palais- 
Royal,  and  their  trufty  journalifts,  had 
every  day  fome  frefh  confpiracy  to  announce. 
A  packet  taken  on  the  night  between  the 
22d  and  23d  of  July  upon  the  Baron  de 
Caftelnau*,  and  the  fragments  of  a  letter 
which  he  had  torn  at  the  moment  of  his  be- 
ing arretted,  furniflied  matter  for  moft  vio- 
lent declamation  in  the  Sitting  of  the  25th. 
The  packet,  containing  three  letters  that  had 
been  opened,  and  one  that  was  fealed,  di- 
rected to  the  Count  d'Artois,  had  been  de- 
livered the  day  before  by  a  member  of  the 
Commune  of  Paris,  from  the  Permanent 
Committee  to  the  Prefident  of  the  Aflembly, 
(the  Duke  de  Liancourt)  who,  thinking 
himfelf  bound  to  refpect  private  correfpond- 
ence  as  facred,  would  not  read  any  of  them, 
but  returned  them  all  to  the  Permanent  Com- 
mittee.   The  firir.  lenfation  felt  by  the  Af- 


*  The  French  Minifter  at  Geneva. 
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fembly  led  them  to  applaud  the  Prefident's 
delicacy,  and  the  purity  of  its  principle  ;  but 
foon  after,  fome  Deputies  ftarted  the  ques- 
tion, whether,  in  the  dreadful  fituation  of  af- 
fairs at  that  time,  the  AfTembly  were  not 
entitled  to  open  letters  that  might  throw 
great  light  upon  the  confpiracies  againft  pub- 
lic liberty.  "  In  time  of  war,"  it  was  faid, 
the  opening  of  all  letters  is  permitted  ; 
we  may  confider  ourfelves,  and  really 
"  are,  in  a  flate  of  war;  and  are  therefore 
"  authorifed  to  intercept  and  break  open  all 
"  letters  coming  from  fufpected  countries 
"  or  perfons,  and  all  thofe  who  take  flight 
fhould  be  looked  upon  as  fuch  ;  therefore, 
the  letters  in  queftion,  and  all  that  have 
beeen  intercepted  fince  the  commotions  in 
Paris  or  the  provinces,  ought  to  be  depo- 
fited  in  a  fafe  place,  to  be  laid  before  the 
National  Affembly  when  they  think  pro- 
per." The  Biihop  of  Langres  (La 
LuTxrne)  propofed,  on  the  contrary,  to  fol- 
low the  example  of  Pompey  the  Great,  who 
after  a  violent  fermentation  in  his  country, 
and  a  civil  war,  had  the  generofity  and 
greatnefs  of  foul  to  burn  all  letters  which 
might  keep  alive  the  remembrance  of  the 
woeful  events  and  misfortunes  of  the  coun- 
try. 
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try.  This  debate  proceeding  to  great  length, 
and  growing  warmer  and  warmer,  Mira- 
beau  rofe,  and,  with  that  imperious  and  paf- 
fionate  tone  which  charadterifed  his  flyle  of 
eloquence,  filenced  all  oppofition  by  the  fol- 
lowing Speech : 

"  Is  it  the  part  of  a  People  deiirous  of 
"  becoming  free,  to  borrow  their  maxims 
"  and  examples  from  tyranny  ?  Is  it  proper 
"  for  them  to  give  a  ftab  to  morality,  after 
"  having  been  fo  long  the  victims  of  thofe 
"  who  violated  it  ?    Let  thofe  vulgar  poli- 
"  ticians,  who  exalt  above  juftice  what  in 
"  their  narrow  conceptions  they  dare  to  call 
"  public  utility;  let  thofe  politicians  at 
**  leaft  tell  us  whatintereft  can  palliate  fuch 
"  a  violation  of  National  honour.  What 
M  fhall  we  learn  by  the  fliameful  inquifition 
"  of  letters  ?   Paltry  and  filthy  intrigues, 
"  fcandalous  anecdotes,  and  contemptible 
"  frivolity.    Is  it  imagined  that  plots  are 
"  circulating  by  the  poll  ?   Is  it  imagined 
"  that  new  politics  of  any  importance  pafs 
«'  through  that  channel  ?  Is  there  any  em- 
« '  balTy  of  confequence,  any  negotiation  of  an 
"  extraordinary  nature,  that  is  not  carried  on 
11  in  a  direct  correfpondence,  and  which  does 
61  not  defy  the  prying  of  the  Pott-office? 

D  d  3  "  Without 
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"  Without  any  manner  of  ufe,  then,  mould 
"  we  violate  the  fecrets  of  families,  the  in- 
"  tercourfe  of  the  abfent,  the  intimacies  of 
"  friendfhip,  and  the  confidence  between 
"  man  and  man.  So  criminal  a  procedure 
"  would  not  even  have  an  excufe;  and  it 
"  would  be  faid  of  us  throughout  Europe, 
"  that  in  France,  under  pretence  of  pub- 
"  lie  fafety,  they  deprive  the  inhabitants 
"  of  all  right  to  letters  which  are  the  pro- 
"  dutlions  of  the  heart,  and  the  treafure 
* 1  of  confidence.  This  lafi  refuge  of  Li- 
"  berty  has  been  violated  even  by  thofe 
"  whom  the  Nation  deputed  to  fecure  its 
"  rights.  They  have  left  a  precedent  by 
'6  which  the  mo  ft  fecret  communications  of 
"  the  foul,  the  merefil  chance  conjecture  of 
"  the  mind,  the  emotions  of  anger  often 
"  mif placed,  errors  often  corrected  the  next 
M  moment,  may  be  turned  into  depofitions 
"  again fl  third p erf ons  ;  by  which  the  citi- 
"  zen,  the  friend,  the  fon,  the  father,  may 
u  thus  become  the  accufers  of  each  other, 
"  without  knowing  it;  by  which  they 
ff  may  be  the  means  of  dejlrutlion  to  each 
"  other;  for  the  National  Affembly  have 
"  declared,  that  they  will  take  as  the 
"  grounds  of  their  decifions,  ambiguous 

i(  and 
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"  and  intercepted  communications,  which 
"  they  cannot  obtain  but  by  a  crime 

This  fpeech  determined  the  Aftembly  to 
pafs  to  the  order  of  the  day.    The  fubjecl:,. 
however,  was  refumed  in  the  next  Sitting. 
Robefpierre  maintained  that  the  Aflembly 
had  no  right  to  refufe  papers  denounced  by 
the  public  opinion,  fent  by  the  Mayor  of 
the  Capital  as  of  effential  importance,  and  ne- 
ceffary  to  the  difcovery  of  the  moft  fatal  con- 
fpiracy  that  ever  exifted.    This  opinion  was 
warmly  fupported  by  fome,  and  oppofed  by 
others;  but  the  reafons  on  which  the  AfTem- 
bly  had  rejected  it  having  loft  nothing  of 
their  force,    it  was  again  refolved,  that 
there  was  no  room  to  deliberate. 

The  arrival  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Necker 
announcing  his  return,  diffipated  for  a  mo- 
ment the  difcordant  ideas  and  gloomy  paf- 
fions  which  agitated  the  Affembly ;  the 
great  man,  the  virtuous  man,  the  guardian- 
angel  of  France,  of  Liberty,  and  above  all 
of  the  Revolution,  was  coming  to  refume 
the  helm  of  affairs,  and  every  heart  muft 
expand  with  confidence  and  happinefs.  The 
reading  of  this  letter  *  was  interrupted  at 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  iii. 
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every  fentence  by  the  loudeft  applaufes. 
Another  letter  was  then  read  from  the  Mu- 
nicipal Officers  of  Peronne,  in  which  they 
informed  the  Aflembly  of  their  having  ar- 
retted the  Abbe  Maury,  who,  they  faid, 
under  pretence  of  going  to  obtain  new 
powers  from  his  conftituents  meant  to  take 
a  different  road  from  that  which  led  back  to 
the  National  AiTembly.  This  circumftance 
had  determined  the  Municipality  and  bour, 
geois  guard  to  fecure  his  perfon  till  the  Af- 
fembly  mould  make  their  pleafure  known. 

The  fecurity  with  which  the  populace  com, 
mitted  crimes,  the  rapidity  with  which  thofe 
followed  one  upon  another,  and  the  lifts  of 
profcription  delivered  by  tYizfovereign  peo- 
ple of  the  Palais -Royal  to  the  numerous  ex- 
ecutioners, were^enough  to  alarm  all  honeft 
men  whofe  names  were  inferibed  on  thofe 
fatal  lifts,  and  in  which  the  profcribers  had 
not  failed  to  infert  the  Deputies  who  fhowed 
the  greateft  attachment  to  the  King  and  to 
the  Monarchy  ;  and  of  thofe  none  more  me- 
rited that  honourable  character  than  the 
Abbe  Maury.  The  uncommon  talents,  zeal, 
and  courage  with  which  he  conftantly  de- 
fended the  caufe  of  Religion  and  the  Throne, 
in  that  Aflembly,  have  caft  fo  much  glory 

on 
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on  his  name,  and  given  fo  great  an  intereft 
to  his  whole  conduct,  that  the  particulars  of 
his  arreft  at  Peronne  cannot  be  indifferent. 
They  are  related  with  equal  accuracy  and 
fpirit  in  the  following  letter ;  where  we 
mall  alfo  find  a  very  exact  picture  of  the 
ftate  in  which  the  provinces  neareft  to  the 
Capital  were  at  that  time  :  a  Hate  that  foon 
became  general  throughout  France. 

*  Peronne,  July  28,  1789. 
"  The  inhabitants  of  Picardy  are  good 
kind  of  people,  but  they  are  precife  ;  and 
the  fooner  to  attain  perfection  they  are  form- 
ing themfelves  in  every  refpect  upon  the 
model  of  the  Parisians.  They  have  alTem- 
blies,  cockades,  arms,  and  good  intentions  ; 
they  are  playing,  as  at  Paris,  a  game  where 
every  move  is  check  to  the  King  ;  they  have 
burnt  the  cuftom-houfes,  thrown  the  officers 
into  the  river,  intercepted  the  public  reve- 
nue, fet  the  malefactors  at  liberty,  impri- 
foned  the  magiftrates,  and  all  this  they  fay 
is  nothing,  unlefs  they  get  the  Archbifhop  of 
Cambray  into  their  hands.    Peronne  Itands 


$  This  letter  was  written  by  M.  de  Rivarol. 
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nearly  foremoft  in  refemblance  to  the  Ca- 
pital.   We  arrived  here  early  this  morning, 
and  found  the  Abbe  Maury  (who  on  Sun- 
day the  20th  had  entered  the  town  in  dif- 
guife,  and  had  been  difcovered  from  making 
known  his  intention  to  take  a  crofs-road) 
furrounded   by  fome  National  militia  of 
Peronne,  at  a  guard-houfe  behind  the  Hotel- 
de-Ville.    We  afked  how  he  had  been  taken, 
what  fort  of  exeufe  the  Abbe  alleged,  and 
what  they  meant  to  do  with  him  in  Picardy  ? 
A  thoufand  mouths  opened  upon  us  at  once, 
and  we  mould  not  yet  have  underftood  a 
fingle  word  of  all  that  was  prattled  by  fo 
many  Peronne  citizens  of  both  fexes,  if  we 
had  not  called  to  order,  and  requeued  a  Pre- 
bendary, with  a  cockade,  oppofite  to  us,  to 
fpeak  alone,  and  in  French,  if  it  were  not 
inconvenient.    *  Gentlemen/  cried  he,  '  the 
'  man  whom  the  Country  has  thought  it 

•  rignt  to  arreft  here,  and  whom  we  are  go- 
1  ing  to  fend  back  to  the  Nation  at  the  Ho- 
1  teUde-Ville  in  Paris,  has  juftly  incurred 
4  this  laying  of  the  hands  upon  him.  It 
■  was  his  intention  to  go  abroad  by  fteal th, 

*  he  had  no  band  or  cockade,  and  fpoke  for 
'  a  crofs  road,  which  did  not  feem  a  right 

'  one 
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'  one  to  our  militia  people,  who  upon  that 

*  brought  him  to  us.  We  found  him  out  to 
1  be  the  Abbe  Maury,  from  the  defcription 

*  that  was  fome  time  ago  fent  to  us,  and 

*  which  was  very  exadt.  Upon  this  we  faid 
'  to  him  :  You  are  the  Abbe  Maury,  and 

*  we  Jhall  fend  you  back  to  the  Hotel-de- 

*  Ville  in  Parts.'  To  which  the  Abbe  re- 
plied :  *  Since  neither  difguife  nor  fear  has 

*  made  any  alteration  in  the  countenance 

*  which  Heaven  has  given  me,  I  will  not 

*  deny,  although  almoll:  every  other  man 
'  would  in  my  place,  that  I  am  the  Abbe 
'  Maury.  To  have  acknowledged  It  be- 
■  fore  would  have  been  candid,  and  now  it 
1  is  bold.  Here  I  am  your  prifoner ;  and  if 
4  you  fend  me  to  Paris,  furrounded  by  pa- 
'  triotic  bayonets,  I  do  not  doubt  but  that 
'  the  mob  will  treat  me  nearly  as  they  did 

*  M.  Foulon  and  M.  Berthier ;  but  I  am 

*  not  very  ambitious  of  f welling  the  mar- 
'  tyrology  of  the  Ariftocrats,  and  I  beg  you, 

*  Gentlemen,  to  difpatch  a  merTenger,  at  my 
'  expence,  to  the  National  AlTembly.    I  be- 

*  lieve  that  fome  among  them  will  ufe  their 
'  earned:  endeavours  to  prevent  my  being 
4  made  an  example.  Picardy  heads  will  very 

*  eafily  comprehend  this ;  but  now  that  I 

'  am 
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4  am  in  your  hands,  Gentlemen,  prefent  me, 
'  I  pray  you,  to  the  Commander  of  the  mili- 
1  tia,  the  Mayor  of  the  town,  and,  in  fhort,  to 
4  all  the  Gentlmen  of  your  Permanent  Com- 
'  mittee.  ^Nothing  more  juft;  and  accord- 
ingly we  immediately  carried  him  and  efta- 
blifhed  him  in  our  Hotel-de-Ville,  where, 
waiting  the  anfwer  from  the  National  Af- 
fembly,  he  lives  among  our  Gentlemen,  and 
makes  himfelf  all  things  to  all  men. 

44  Charmed  with  fo  many  details,  we  de- 
fired  the  good  Prebendary  to  add  to  our  obli- 
gations, by  procuring  us  the  means  of  fee- 
ing the  Abbe  for  a  moment  among  the  Per- 
manent Committee  of  Peronne  :  this  he  rea- 
dily did. 

.  **  Judge  whether  ^he  Abbe  Maury  was 
pleafed  to  fee  us  or  not.  Though  he  ex- 
pected agreeable  news  from  the  National 
Aflembly,  he  was  not  without  fome  uneafi- 
nefs.  The  rlrft  thing  he  did  was  to  prefent 
us  to  the  Gentlemen  about  him,  the  Com- 
mander of  the  militia,  the  Prevot  des  Mar- 
chands,  and  all  the  Electors, 

<f  The  La  Fayette  of  the  Picards  is  an 
old  ferjeant,  lame,  and  blind  of  one  eye, 
who  had  diftinguiOied  himfelf  in  feye- 
ral  popular  commotions,  in  one  of  which 

he 
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he  had  loft  his  eye.  He  very  complaifantly 
related  to  us  all  the  pains  he  had  taken  to 
embody  one  hundred  and  twenty  Picards, 

and  procure  them  cockades  and  mulkets.  

With  this  guard  he  hoped  to  have  had  the 
honour  of  efcorting  the  Abbe  Maury  to 
Paris. 

' '  The  Prevot  des  Marchands  of  the  town 
of  Peronne  is  not,  like  Mf  Bailly,  a  member 
of  the  three  academies  ;  but,  like  him,  he 
had  been  appointed  by  acclamation,  and 
was  at  the  time  fchool-mafter  and  a  worthy 
church- warden. 

M  Addreffing  thefe  Gentlemen  and  all  the 
Electors,  we  afked  why  the  Nation  did  not 
manacre  its  prifoners  at  Feronne,  as  well  as 
at  Paris,  and  why  their  town  deprived  them- 
felves  of  the  fight  of  thofe  executions, 
which  firft  afforded  fo  much  pleafure,  and 
then  fo  much  honour  to  the  Parifians ;  *  for, 

*  without  injuring  anybody,' we  added,  the 

*  Abbe  Maury  was  furely  worthy  of  your 

*  patriotic  rage.  Why  fend  him  back  to 
1  Paris  ?  Are  you  waiting  like  the  people  at 

*  Beaune  for  a  better  opportunity  ?' — '  Gen- 

*  tlemen!   Gentlemen!'  gravely  replied  the 

*  Mayor  of  the  town,  1  Paris  has  the  right  of 
'  executing  throughout  the  Kingdom  ;  but 

'  We 
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4  wc  never  put  any  to  death  but  Picards  j  for 

*  we  are  not  precifely  the  Nation,  as  the  Pa- 

*  ririans  are.  The  Abbe  Maury  is  a  defer- 
;  ter  from  the  States-General ;  this  is  a  deli- 

*  cate  point :  we  are  waiting  for  orders  from 

*  the  National  AfTembly,  which  will  fet  us 
4  to  rights.  We  have  but  too  much  bufinefs 
«  already.  This  very  night,  upon  intelli- 
4  gence  received    from    Paris,  Hainault, 

*  Flanders,  and  all  Picardy  have  been  under 

*  arms,  the  alarm-bell  has  been  ringing 
'  every  where  in  town  and  country ;  three 

*  hundred  thoufand  bourgeois  patrols  have 

*  been  on  foot,  and  all  this  to  receive  two 
i  thoufand  brigands  embodied,  who  were  to 
«  fcatter  themfelves  over  our  fields  and  burn 

*  our  harvefls.* — c  We  clearly  perceived, 

*  Gentlemen,  a  confiderable  commotion  as 

*  we  croffed  your  province ;  but  being  un- 

*  informed  of  the  reafon  for  your  fears,  we 
i  fuppofed  this  turbulent  ftate  to  be  the  na- 
4  tural  ftate  of  Picardy.  Bourgeois  patrols, 
4  armed  with  forks,  clubs  bound  with  iron, 
4  fcythes,  and  here  and  there  a  mulket,  ftop- 
4  ped  us  at  every  ftep,  making  us  fwear  to 
4  love  the  Country,  and  above  all  the  village 
4  through  which  we  were  palling.  From 
4  poll  to  poll  a  militia-man  was  appointed 

« to 
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*  to  accompany  us,  and  the  lafl  who  did  us 
'  that  honour  mounted  the  box  of  our  car- 
'  riage,  carrying  his  piftols  behind  him, 
«  flung  acrofs  in  fuch  a  manner  that  their 

*  muzzles  pointed  directly  upon  us.  In  this 
'  fituation  we  arrived  at  Roye,  where  wc 
«  were  alked  if  Mr.  Necker  were  returned. 
«  We  replied,  he  would  return  foon.' — *  It  is 

*  always  foonj  cried  one  of  the  chief  per- 
fons.  6  I  am  refolved  to  take  up  the  firfl 
4  who  does  not  tell  me  that  Mr.  Necker 
$.  is  arrived,  and  fend  him  tied  hand 
'  and  foot  to  the  Hotel-de-VMe  of  the 

*  Nation  at  Paris.3 

'  Having  received  fuch  a  leflbn,  we  have 

*  not  failed  faying  all  along  the  road  that 
'  Mr.  Necker  was  arrived,  and  we  will  fay 
'  the  fame  to  you,  Gentlemen,  if  you  re- 

*  quire  it ;  only  allow  us  to  fpeak  refpect- 
'  ing  the  Abbe  Maury,  and  to  afk  you,  on 
'  the  fubject  of  the  violent  and  falfe  alarm 

*  you  have  received,  what  can  be  the  end  of 

*  thofe  who  terrify  you  with  groundlefs  ru- 
«  mours,  and  thus  make  you  pafs  days  and 

*  nights  under  arms.    Whence  could  thofe 

*  two  thoufand  men  who  were  to  burn  your 

*  harvefts  come  ?  Is  not  there  a  communi- 

*  cation 

3 
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*  cation  kept  up  between  the  King  and  the 

*  whole  Nation  ?  Do  not  the  foldiers  every 

*  where  do  duty  jointly  with  the  bourgeois  ?* 
4  What  you  fay  there,  Sir/  faid  the  Mayor, 
cocking  his  eye  at  us,  ?  is  very  fufpicious  ; 

*  it  is  fortunate  for  you  that  we  know  what 
4  we  are  about.  It  is  our  pleafure  to  believe 
4  that  we  are  in  danger;  he  who  removes 
4  our  fears  is  our  enemy  ;  and  it  is  only  by 

*  giving  alarms  that  an  army  of  three  mil- 
4  lions  of  bourgeois  and  countrymen,  from 
4  one  end  of  the  Kingdom  to  the  other,  can 
4  be  kept  on  foot*,  and  that  army  is  at 
4  this  moment  in  exiftence.' 

"  The  Abbe  Maury  winked  to  us,  and 
we  were  changing  the  converfation  when  a 
great  noife  was  heard  in  the  ftreet,  which 
proved  to  be  the  meffenger  juft  arrived  from 
the  National  AfTembly,  who  demanded, 
not  the  Abbe  Maury's  perfon,  but  his  li- 
berty, declaring  him  facred  and  inviolable  ; 
which  mortified  the  town  of  Peronne  to  a 
degree  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  exprefs. 
They  had  incurred  expence,  equipped  them- 
felves  to  efcort  him  to  Paris,  and  flattered 

*  This  is  the  whole  fecret  of  the  National  Af- 
fembly. 

them- 


\ 
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themfelves  with  giving  a  grand  proof  of 
zeal  to  the  Hotel-de-Ville,  with  perhaps  ef- 
facing the  remembrance  of  the  fuffering  of 
Foulon  and  Berthier,  by  burning  the  Abbe 
Maury :  thefe  fweet  hopes  muft  all  be  re- 
nounced, and  their  prey  releafed. 

<l  We  were  eyed  fufpicioully  when  we 
congratulated  the  Abbe  on  his  deliverance  ; 
and  it  was  lucky  that  he  did  not  take  it  in- 
to his  head  to  call  us  his  friends  and  em- 
brace us,  for  we  fhould  have  been  ftoned. 
I  do  not  know  that  he  was  aware  of  this  new 
means  of  getting  rid  of  his  enemies ;  but 
he  withdrew  from  the  hands  of  his  jailors, 
very  well  pleafed  to  leave  them,  and  at  the 
fame  time  much  altered  in  the  three  days  he 
had  paffed  under  them. 

"  We  do  not  know  whether  he  has  yield- 
ed to  his  gratitude  to  the  National  AfTem- 
bly,  or  to  refentment  againft  the  little  peo- 
ple, and  all  democrats  ;  that  is  to  fay,  whe- 
ther he  will  return  to  Verfailles  or  go  into 
the  Low  Countries  :  he  went  away  without 
opening  his  mind  to  us.  Before  he  went 
they  made  him  fwear  that  he  would  always 
love  Peronne.  He  fwore  without  hefitation, 
perfectly  fure  that  he  mould  find  fome 
cafuift  among  the  bifhops  who  would  free 
him  from  the  facrednefs  of  his  oath. 

Vol.  I.  Ee  <(  P.  S,  You 
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"  P.  S.  You  will  be  very  careful  not  to 
publifh  this  letter  unlefs  you  have  any  inten- 
tion to  have  fome  honeft  bookfeller  of  the 
Palais-Royal  fent  to  the  gallows.  When  we 
had  only  one  matter  we  might  efcape,  though 
tve  did  write,  but  now  there  is  no  ufing  one's 
pen  unlefs  it  is  againft  him;  for,  lince 
the  People  of  Paris  are  become  King,  the 
mob  is  Queen,  and  one  may  be  guilty  of 
High  Treafon  againft  all  the  fuburbs  and 
Streets  of  the  town  to  the  Place  de  Greve. 
It  is  to  be  hoped,  with  the  Paris  Journal, 
that  the  Ladies  of  the  Market  will  make  the 
Kings  and  Queens  of  their  quarter  liften  to 
reafon.  May  they  infKl  into  all  thofe 
Princes  that  clemency  is  a  royal  virtue, 
which  is  marvelloufly  expedient  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  reign  !  When  you  have 
made  fure  of  all  thofe  powers  I  will  re- 
turn and  join  you.  In  vain  have  the  Minifters 
of  the  Hotel- de-Ville  now  publillied  a  gene- 
ral amnefty  in  the  name  of  the  People-King, 
i  do  not  choofe  to  truft  to  the  Secretaries  of 
a  King  that  cannot  read.  I  will  never 
make  ufe  of  a  paffport  ligned  Pilra*:  that 

*  Pitra,  Member  of  the  Municipality  of  Paris,  a  paltry 
fcribblcr. 


name 
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name  which  has  been  the  death  of  fo  many 
wretched  books  can  never  infure  the  life  of 


any  man." 


The  Abbe  Maury's  conduct  after  his  re* 
turn  to  the  AlTembly,  and  the  conftant  and 
ever  fortunate  intrepidity  which  he  difplay- 
ed  at   the  moft  perilous  moments,  have 
fully  proved,  that  though  there  are  dangers 
which  cannot  be  avoided   but  by  flying 
from  them,  and  which  only  a  rafhnefs  more 
allied  to  madnefs  than  courage  would  brave* 
yet  there  are  many  more  which  flight  ren- 
ders more   terrible,    and  which  are  to  be 
efcaped  by  being  faced.    True  courage  fel- 
dom   miltakes   them: — cowardice  always 
does. 

All  I  have  been  faying  of  the  Abbe 
Maury  is  equally  applicable  to  M.  de  Ca- 
zafe's,  who  in  a  diftinguifhed  manner 
played  the  fame  part  in  the  Order  of  the 
Nobility  that  the  former  did  in  the  Order  of 
the  Clergy.  He  alfo  quitted  the  AlTembly 
about  the  fame  period,  from  the  fame  mo- 
tives, and  was  arreted  at  CaufTade  near 
Montauban,  almoft  at  the  fame  time  that 
the  Abbe  was  arretted  at  Peronne ;  both 
one  and  the  other  were  men  of  great  cou- 

E  e  2  *age. 
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rage.  Prudence  dictated  to  them  what,  in 
the  fame  cafe,  cowardice  would  have  dic- 
tated to  the  Abbe  Sieyes ;  his  departure 
would  have  been  a  fhameful  flight,  theirs 
was  a  prudent  retreat. 


CHAP, 
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CHAPTER  XIII, 


...  WIMB 


fetters  from  the  Englifh  Ambaffador—* 
Mr.  Necker's  Return — His  Speeches  to  the 
AJfembly  and  the  Municipality — Report 
of  the  Committee  of  Conflitution,  Rights 
of  Man,  &c. — The  King  gives  Notice  to 
the  AJfembly  of  the  Appointment  of  the 
new  Miniflers — Refolutions  of  the  4th 
of  Augujl—Te  Deum—The  King  en- 
titled the  Rejiorer  of  Liberty— A  Medal 
decreed — Artifice  fuccefsfully  employed 
to  prevail  upon  the  Deputies  of  the 
Clergy  to  confent  to  the  Abolition  of 
Tithes — The  King's  Meffage  refpetling 
the  Commotions  and  general  Diforder — 
Speeches  of  the  Minifters — Mr.  Necker 
propofes  a  Loan  of  thirty  Millions,  bear- 
ing Five  per  Cent.  Inter  eft—The  AJfembly 

E  e  3  agree, 
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agree t  but  reduce  the  Inter ejl  to  Four- 
and-a-half -^Municipalities  charged  with 
the  re-ejiablijliment  of  public  tranquil- 
lity— Treacherous  and  Jlanderous  Pro- 
clamation— Addrefs  prefented  to  the  King 
by  the  Affembly  on  his  Majefty's  Feflival 
—Debate  upon  the  Veto. 


ThE  People  are  an  unmanageable  inftru- 
ment,  and  their  impetuofity  is  never  propor- 
tionate to  the  purpofe  of  thofe  by  whom 
they  are  ufed  ;  but  whatever  be  their  devia- 
tions, they  are  always  infinitely  lefs  to  blame 
than  the  men  who  put  them  into  motion 
without  having  a  fufficient  power  at  com* 
mand  to  direct  them. 

The  factious,  whofe  deteftable  manoeuvres 
had  excited  a  general  infurrection  throughout 
France,  being  themfelves  frightened  at  the 
many  enormous  crimes  the  people  com- 
mitted, dreaded  left  a  general  cry  of  indig- 
nation fhould  mark  them  out,  and  flattered 
themfelves  to  avert  from  their  own  heads  the 
refponfibiiity  w7ith  which  they  were  threat- 
ened, by  caufing  it  to  be  reported  by  their 
Journalifts  that  the  diforder  and  commotions 
which  agitated  the  kingdom  were  fomented 
bv  the  agents  of  the  Englifh  Government. 

This 
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This  atrocious  calumny  foon  gained  fo  much 
credit,  that  the  Englifh  Ambaffador  thought 
proper  to  refute  it  officially,  and  in  confe- 
quence  fent  the  following  letter  to  M.  de 
Montmorin,  requeuing  him  to  communicate 
it  to  the  Aflembly  : 

ff  Paris,  July  26, 1789. — Sir,  it  has  reached 
my  ears  from  feveral  quarters,  that  attempts 
are  made  to  infinuate  that  my  Court  has  in 
fome  degree  fomented  the  commotions  that  for 
fome  time  pait  have  agitated  this  Capital; 
that  it  is  taking  advantage  of  this  crifis  to 
arm  againll:  France,  and  even  that  a  fleet  is 
upon  the  coafts  for  the  purpofe  of  co-operat-^ 
ing  with  a  party  of  malcontents.  Though 
thefe  reports  are  altogether  deftitute  of  foun- 
dation, they  appear  to  me  to  have  made  an 
impreffion  upon  the  National  AfTembly  ;  and 
the  National  Courier,  which  publifhes  the 
proceedings  of  the  Sittings  of  the  23d  and 
24th  of  this  month,  throws  out  fufpicions 
which  pain  me  the  more  as  you,  Sir,  know 
}iow  far  my  Court  is  from  deferving  them. 

"  Your  Excellency  will  remember  feve- 
ral converfations  which  I  had  with  you  in 
the  beginning  of  June  laft :  the  mocking 
plot  which  had  been  propofed  relative  to  the 
port  of  Brett,  the  eagernefs  I  felt  to  put  the 

E  e  4  King 
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King  and  his  Minifters  upon  their  guard, 
the  anfwer  of  my  Court,  which  fo  fully  cor- 
refponded  with  my  own  fentiments,  and 
which  rejected  with  horror  the  propofal 
made  to  it ;  kftly,  the  affurances  of  attach- 
ment which  it  repeated  to  the  King  and  the 
Nation.  You  then  informed  me  how  much 
fatisfaction  his  Majefty  felt  upon  that  oc^. 
carlon. 

"  As  my  Court  has  it  infinitely  at  heart 
to  preferve  the  good  harmony  fubfifting  be- 
tween the  two  Nations,  and  to  remove  all 
fufpicion  to  the  contrary,  I  requeft  you,  Sir, 
to  make  this  letter  known  without  delay  to 
the  Prefident  of  the  National  Affembly. 
You  are  fenfible  how  very  important  it  is  to 
me  that  juftice  be  done  to  my  conduct  and 
to  that  of  my  Court,  and  to  deftroy  the 
effect  of  the  infldious  infinuations  which 
have  been  fpread. 

"  It  1S  of  infinite  confequence  that  the 
National  Affembly  fliould  know  my  fenti- 
ments, that  they  mould  do  juftice  to  thofe 
of  my  Country,  and  to  the  frank  conduct  it 
has  ever  maintained  towards  France  fince  I 
have  had  the  honour  of  being  its  organ. 

"  I  have  it  the  more  at  heart  that  you 
£hould  not  lofe  a  fingle  moment  in  taking 

thefe 
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thefe  fleps,  as  I  owe  it  to  my  own  character, 
to  my  country,  and  to  the  En  glim  who  are 
here,  to  take  care  that  no  farther  reflections 
of  this  kind  be  can:  upon  them*.  I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  &c— Signed,  Dorset. " 

In  the  letter  which  M.  de  Montmrin  fent 
with  the  Duke  of  Dorfeth,  he  declared, 
"  That  the  Englifli  Ambaffador  had  in  a 
perfonal  converfation  informed  him,  in  the 
beginning  of  June,  of  a  plot  againft  Breft  ; 
that  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  it  had  re- 
queued fuccours  for  the  expedition,  and  an 
afylum  in  England;  that  the  Ambaffador 
not  having  been  able  to  give  him  any  inteh 
ligence  by  which  the  authors  of  the  project 

*  The  Duke  of  Dor/et,  having  fent  an  account  of  the 
ftejp  he  had  taken  to  his  Court,  was  fpecially  authorifed 
"  to  renew  to  M.  de  Montmorin,  in  the  moft  pofitivc 
terms,  the  a  flu  ranees  of  the  ardent  defireof  his  Britannic 
Majefty  and  his  Minifters  to  cultivate  and  fupport  the 
friendfhip  and  harmony  which  were  happily  fubfifling 
between  the  two  Nations." 

Such  were  the  contents  of  the  fecond  letter  which  the 
Duke  of  Dorfet  wrote  on  the  3d  of  Auguft  to  M.  de 
Montmorin,  and  which  he  requefled  him  to  communicate 
to  the  Aflembly.  The  year  following  the  fame  aflur- 
ances  were  repeated  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pitt  to  M.  de  Cahnne,  who 
was  then  in  England,  and  who  fent  the  letter  to  the  King. 
(Appendix,  No.  viii,j 

could 


382 


ANNALS  OF  THE     [July  1789, 


could  be  traced,  who  he  protefted  were 
abfolutely  unknown  to  him,  every  inquiry 
that  could  be  made  on  grounds  fo  uncertain 
had  proved  fruitlefs ;  but  that  the  Minifter 
of  the  Navy  (M.  de  la  Luzerne)  had  given 
orders  to  the  Commander  at  Breft  to  ufe 
every  precaution  poflible,  and  the  ftricteft 
vigilance." 

Thefe  letters  were  greatly  applauded,  and 
the  Prefident  was  charged  to  write  to  Jkf.  de 
Montmorin,  and  exprefs  the  fatisfadtion  of 
the  Affembly  *. 

At  the  fame  Sitting,  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  a  plan  of  Conftitution 
prefented  the  firft  part  of  their  work,  con-* 
lifting  of  two  chapters,  to  the  Affembly : 
the  firft  was  the  Declaration  of  the  Rights  of 
Man  and  of  a  Citizen  ;  the  other  eftablifhed 

*  It  is  not  the  only  time  that  the  offer  of  delivering  up 
Breft  has  been  made  to  England  fince  the  Revolution. 
I  have  myfelf  had  perfonal  proof,  as  I  have  related  in 
my  Private  Memoirs,  (Vol.  II.  page  130.)  that  it  was 
repeated  in  1794  ;  not  by  Royalifts,  Vendeans,  or  Chouansy 
but  by  a  villain  whom  the  Republic  and  the  patriotifm 
of  the  times  reckoned  among  their  ftauncheft  chiefs. 
The  Britifli  Government  has  always  generously  re. 
pelled  thofe  infamous  propofals  :  it  belongs  but  to  a 
Robe/pierre,  and  his  worthy  followers,  to  fecure  fuccefs 
by  crimes. 

the 
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the  principles  of  the  French  Government. 
They  were  both  highly  applauded ;  and  the 
AlTembly  ordered  them  to  be  printed,  and 
fubmitted  to  the  examination  of  the  differ- 
ent committees  into  which  their  Members 
were  divided. 

Mr.  Necker  arrived  at  Verfailles  on  the 
28th  of  July,  and  going  next  day  to  the 
AlTembly,  defired  to  be  introduced,  in  order 
to  offer  the  homage  of  his  refpeSl  and  grati- 
tude to  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Nation. 
He  entered  amidft  the  loudeft  applaufes  and 
acclamations,  and  fpoke,  or  rather  Hammered 
out  with  extreme  emotion,  the  two  following 
fentences ; 

*'  Mr.  Prefldent,  I  come  eagerly  to  ex- 
»'  prefs  to  this  auguft  Affembly  my  re- 
"  fpectful  gratitude  for  the  marks  of  inte- 
"  reft  and  of  goodnefs  they  have  been 
"  pleafed  to  mow  me.  They  have  thus 
"  laid  weighty  duties  upon  me;  and  it  is 
"  by  being  impreffed  by  their  fentiments,  and 
"  profiting  by  their  knowledge,  that  amid 
"  circumftances  fo  difficult  I  can  hope  to 
"  preferve  any  degree  of  courage." 


The 
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The  Prefident,  who  doubtlefs  had  no  ex- 
pectation of  fo  laconic  an  harangue,  had  pre- 
pared a  much  longer  anfwer,  and  one  fo  full 
of  flattery,  that  Mr.  Necker  himfelf  muft 
have  been  cloyed  with  it.  It  was  however 
exceedingly  applauded,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  *. 

It  was  for  the  Commune  of  Paris,  whi, 
ther  he  repaired  the  day  following,  that  Mr. 
Necker  had  referved  thofe  pompous  expref- 
fions  which  required  fuch  labour  to  brine*- 
forth,  that  when  he  had  finimed  the  produc- 
tion of  this  famous  fpeechf,  be  had  no  time 
left  to  prepare  another  like  it  for  the  National 
AfTembly. 

Long  and  many  harangues  upon  the  De- 
claration of  the  Rights  of  Man,  upon  the 
weighty  queftion  whether  it  mould  be  placed 
at  the  beginning  or  at  the  end  of  the  Confti- 
tution,  and  upon  the  formation  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  Report  or  of  Inquiry,  occupied 
the  AlTembly  for  feveral  Sittings.  The  ne- 
ceffity  of  conflantly  attending  to  the  pre- 

*  Speech  of  the  Prefident  of  the  AfTembly  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Necker.    See  Appendix,  No.  iv. 

+  Mr.  Necker  %  Speech  at  the  Hotel-de-Ville  in  Paris. 
See  Appendix,  No.  v. 
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tended  plots  and  dangers  without  number 
with  which  the  Nation  was  threatened, 
ferved  as  a  pretext  for  this  inftitution,  which 
was  foon  rendered  formidable  by  the  moft 
odious  inquintion  and  moll  arbitrary  vex- 
ations. 

The  Affembly  themfelves,  alarmed  at  the 
multitude  and  loquacity  of  their  fpeakers, 
began  to  be  afraid  that  the  Constitution 
would  never  be  fettled,  from  the  length  of 
the  debates  that  took  place  upon  every  arti- 
cle ;  and  this  apprehenfion  made  them  at 
firft  give  great  applaufe  to  a  motion  for 
flopping*  every  perfon  who  had  fpoken 
five  minutes  :  for  this  purpofe  it  was  moved, 
that  the  Prefident  mould  keep  a  flve-minute- 
glafs  on  his  defk.  This  motion,  which  was 
made  by  a  Deputy  of  the  name  of  Bouche, 
a  circumftance  one  would  have  fuppofed 
enough  in  itfelf  to  have  turned  it  into  ridi- 
cule, was  very  ferioully  oppofed  by  Target 
and  others.  It  was  curious  enough  to 
fee  this  AlTembly,  with  the  pretention  of 
being  the  moft  auguft  in  the  world,  fpend- 

#  Fermez  la  louche  a  tout  oplnant — -to  fhut  the  fpeaker's 
mouth  :  the  Mover's  name  happened  to  be  equivocal 
with  the  mouth, 

tng 
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ing  hours  on  the  queftion,  whether  their 
members  fhould  or  mould  not  have  the 
liberty  of  fpeaking  more  than  five  minutes. 
At  length,  after  much  debating,  the  caufe  of 
eloquence  or  of  loquacity  gained  a  complete 
triumph.  It  was  refolved,  that  a  double  lift 
of  thofe  members  who  wifhed  to  fpcak  for 
or  againft  a  motion  mould  be  made,  and  that 
each  Jhould  fpeak  in  his  turn.  A  refolu- 
tion  no  doubt  very  reafonable,  but  not  eafily 
to  be  adhered  to  in  that  AfTembly. 

One  of  the  firft '  objects  to  which  Mr. 
Necker  had  to  attend,  was  the  filling  up  of 
the  vacant  places  in  the  Adminiftration.  It 
was  prudent  to  appoint  only  fuch  perfons  as 
were  agreeable 1  to  the  AfTembly,  and  the 
fureft  means  of  doing  that,  was  to  choofe 
them  among  the  moft  popular  of  its  own 
members.  To  this  character  the  Archbifhop 
of  Bourdeaux  added  that  of  being  Mr. 
Necker's  particular  friend,  and  the  merit  of 
having  offered  himfelf  eagerly  to  the  AfTem- 
bly to  run  after  that  Minifter  with  the 
King's  letter,  which  was  to  recall  him,  and 
the  Prefident's,  which  invited  him  to  yield  to 
the  wifhes  of  the  Nation  and  its  Reprefen- 
tatives.  That  commimon  the  AfTembly 
thought  would  be  more  properly  executed 

2  by 
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by  the  clerk  Du  Frefne  St.  Leon ;  but  the 
Archbimop's  extraordinary  officioufhefs  did 
not  the  lefs  deferve  to  be  rewarded,  and  the 
place  of  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  vacant  by  the 
refignation  of  M.  B'arentin,  and  to  which  the 
furvivorfhip  of  the  office  of  Chancellor*  was 
attached,  was  beftowed  upon  him. 

Mr. 

*  The  place  of  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  which  when 
feparate  from  that  of  the  Chancellor  was  always  held  in 
commiffion,  had  been  a  fecond  time  created  a  dlftin^k 
office  in  1774  in  favour  of  M.  de  Miromenil,  at  the 
period  of  the  re-eftablimment  of  the  Parliament  of 
Paris,  who,  on  account  of  that  circumftaqce,  con- 
sented to  regifter  the  Edict  which  revived  it,  and  which 
attached  to  it  the  furvivorlhip  of  that  of  Chancellor, 
conformably  to  the  Kdid  of  i55i,  by  which  this  office 
of  Keeper  of  the  Seals  had  been  originally  created  a 
diftinft  one,  in  favour  of  Cardinal  John  Bertrand,  one 
of  my  great-uncles.    At  the  death  of  Henry  II.  his  fuc- 
ceffor  Francis  II.  took  the  Seals  from  Cardinal  Bertram!, 
to  reftore  them  to  the  Chancellor  Olivier,  who  had  con- 
tinued in  difgrace  during  the  preceding  reign  ;  but  Car- 
dinal Bertrand  returned  the  Seals  to  the  King,  without 
giving  in  the  refignation  of  his  office,  and  was  fent  Am- 
baflador  to  Venice.    When  the  Chancellor  Olivier  died, 
Michael  de  VHopital  was  appointed  in  his  place,  upon 
the  refignation  which  Cardinal  Bertrand  then  confented 
to  make :  from  his  great  age  and  infirmities  he  could 
not  undertake  the  journey  from  Venice  to  Paris.  Still 
he  might  have  refufed  his  refignation,  and  in  that  cafe 
the  King  could  only  have  given  Michael  de  VHopital  a 

fimple 
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Mr.  Necker  feized  this  occafion  to  intro- 
duce the  cuftom  of  fubmitting  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Minifters  to  the  AlTembly  for 

fimple  commiflion  as  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  revokable  at 
pleafure.  (tiij}.  des  Cbmiceliers  de  France,  by  Duchejne.) 
It  might  have  been  the  faine  with  the  fuccelfors  of  Ml 
de  Miromenily  if  at  the  time  of  his  difgrace  he  had  con- 
fined himfelf,  like  Cardinal  Bertrandy  to  returning  the 
Seals  without  giving  in  his  refignntion  ;  but  he  con- 
tented himfelf  with  obferving  to  M.  de  Montmoriri, 
who  demanded  it  of  him,  that  he  had  a  right  to  refufc 
it,  and  that  he  complied  only  to  give  the  King  a  new 
proof  of  his  refpect  and  obedience.  M.  de  Lamolgnon^ 
who  fucceedcd  him,  having  alfo  given  in  his  refigna- 
tion>  M.  de  Barcntin  was  advanced  to  the  office.  He.; 
at  the  period  of  his  retreat,  might  ftill  more  eafily  than 
M.  de  Miromenil  have  merely  delivered  the  Seals  without 
giving  in  his  refignation^  as  the  King  did  not  afk  it  of 
him.  He  was  no  doubt  apprehenfive  that  by  not  re- 
figning  he  might  increafe  the  embarralTment  of  the  cri- 
tical fituation  to  which  his  Majefty  was  reduced,  and 
his  conduct  on  the  occafion  is  therefore  praifeworthy  ; 
but  the  confequence  was,  that  the  Archbilhop  of  Bour- 
deaux  became  regularly  inverted  with  the  office  of 
Keeper  of  the  Seals  and  the  furvivorfhip  attached  to  it. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  that  he  would  have  been  Chancel- 
lor if  that  office  had  become  vacant  during  his  adminiftra- 
tion,  and  if  the  AfTembly  had  not  fuppreffed  that  great: 
office  of  the  crown,  and  fubflituted  in  its  place  the 
Keeper  of  the  Seals  of  France.  Allowing  the  fuppref- 
fion  to  be  valid,  the  Chancellor  Maupeou,  who  died  in 
the  month  of  Auguff  1792,  furvived  the  office  about 
two  years. 

their 
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their  fanction,  or  at  leaft;  their  approbation  ; 
in  order  that  thofe  who  were  honoured  with 
their  efteem  and  favour  mould  in  future  be 
fafe  from  all  Court  intrigues.  He  might  by 
thefe  means  have.fecured  a  perpetuity  in  his 
office,  were  not  popular  confidence  ftill  more 
verfatile  than  the  favour  of  Kings.  Be  that 
as  it  may,  Mr.  Necker  perfuaded  the  King 
to  write  the  following  letter  to  the  AfTembly, 
to  inform  them  of  the  appointment  of  the 
new  Minifters : 

"  Gentlemen,  I  think  it  correfpondent 
to  the  fentiments  of  confidence  which  mould 
reign  between  us,  to  acquaint  you  myfelf 
with  the  manner  I  have  filled  the  vacant 
places  of  my  Minifhy. 

"  I  have  given  the  Seals  to  the  Arch- 
bifhop of  Bourdeaux,  and  the  Lift  of  Bene- 
fices to  the  Archbifhop  of  Vienne*.  I  have 
appointed  M.  de  la  Tour~du-Pin-Paulin 

*  The  Keeper  of  the  Lift  of  Benefices  pofiefled  an 
immenfe  patronage  in  the  Church,  his  office  being  to 
attend  to  the  vacancies  of  every  kind,  and  to  recommend 
proper  perfuns  to  the  King  to  fupply  them.  The  Arch- 
bifhops  or  Bifhops  heretofore  appointed  to  this  place 
were  in  that  quality  neither  Secretaries  of  State  nor 
Minifters,  and  confequently  not  in  the  King's  Council. 
The  union  of  thefe  was  granted  to  the  popularity  of  the 
Archbifhop  of  Vlenne.  The  Revolution  gained  more  by 
it  than  Religion  did. 

Vol.  I.  F  f  Minifier 
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Minifter  of  the  War  Department ;  and  Mar- 
fhal  Beauvau*  one  of  my  Council. 

"  The  nomination  of  my  Minifters  from 
the  AfTembly  itfelf,  evinces  my  deflre  of 
maintaining  the  moll  conftant  and  moll 
amicable  harmony  with  it." 

This  letter  produced  the  warmed  applaufe % 
the  AfTembly  caufed  it  to  be  read  a  fecond 
time,  and  unanimoufiy  voted  an  addrefs  of 
thanks  to  the  King,  in  gratitude  for  fo  affect- 
ing a  mark  of  his  confidence. 

The  Evening  Sitting  of  the  fame  day  of- 
fered a  fcene  as  remarkable  for  its  extrava-* 
gance,  as  important  in  its  confequences. 
This  nocturnal  Sitting  is  too  famous  in  tke 
hiftOry  of  the  Revolution  to  be  paffed  over 
without  giving  fome  particulars  of  it. 

In  the  Sitting  of  the  preceding  day,  the 
Committee  of  Report  had  ftated  to  the  Af- 
fembly,  that  letters  and  memorials  received 
irom  all  the  Provinces  proved  that  "  pro- 
perty of  every  nature  was  every  where  the 
prey  of  the  moft  atrocious  plunderers,  and 
that  throughout  the  country  the  houfes  were 
burnt,  the  convents  deftroyed,  and  the  farms 
given  up  to  pillage.    Imports,  feigneurial 

t  An  old  friend  and  conftant  admirer  of  Mr.  Necker's.. 

fervices, 
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fervices,  all,"  added  the  Reporter  of  the 
Committee,  {Salomon,  an  advocate  of  Or- 
leans) "  all  is  annihilated;  the  Laws  are 
without  force,  the  Magiftrates  without  au- 
thority ;  and  Juftice  is  no  longer  but  a  phan- 
tom, which  it  is  vain  to  feek  in  the  Courts." 

As  a  remedy  to  all  thefe  diforders,  the 
Committee  of  Report  propofed  the  plan  of 
a  Declaration  which  was  not  fatisfaclory  to 
the  Affembly;  but  after  much  debating  they 
adopted  the  chief  points  of  it,  and  ordered  a 
new  one  of  the  fame  tenor  to  be  drawn  up, 
and  prefented  to  them  the  next  day,  Au- 
guft  4,  at  the  Evening  Sitting. 

The  AlTembly  did  not  meet  till  eight 
o'clock,  and  began  with  hearing*  the  new 
plan  of  a  Declaration  read.  It  referred  to  the 
ancient  laws,  "  as  ftill  fubfifting  and  to  be 
adhered  to,  until  the  authority  of  the  Nation 
mould  have  abrogated  or  modified  them  :  it 
declared  that  the  imports,  as  they  were,  mould 
continue  to  *be  received,  according  to  the 
Refolution  of  the  17-th  of  June  laft,  until  the 
Affembly  mould  have  eftablifhed  contribu- 
tions and  forms  lefs  burdenfome  to  the  Peo- 
ple :  that  all  ufual  rents  and  fervices  mould 
be  difcharged  as  before,  until  it  mould  be 
.  otherwife  ordered  :  and  laftly,  that  the  laws 

F  f  2  made 
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made  for  the  fecurity  of  perfons  and  pro- 
perty fhould  be  univerfally  refpected.  By 
the  concluding  article  it  was  ordered,  that 
the  Declaration  mould  be  fent  into  all  the 
Provinces,  and  that  the  parifh  priefts  mould 
be  defired  to  make  it  known  to  their  pa- 
rifhioners,  and  recommend  the  obfervance  of 
it  to  them." 

To  appreciate  difpofltions  fo  wife,  it 
would  have  been  neceffary  that  reafon  and 
cool  fenfe  mould  have  prevailed  at  this  Sit- 
ting ;  but  thefe  were  not  fuited  to  the  crowd 
of  young  modifh  Legiflators,  whofe  petulant 
patriotifm  had  been  heightened  by  the  fumes 
of  wine  and  a  hearty  dinner.  The  Decla- 
ration appeared  to  them  insufficient,  and 
they  rofe  almoft  all  at  once  to  oppofe  it.  In 
their  opinion,  the  only  means  of  re-eftablifli- 
ing  tranquillity  was  to  begin  by  fatisfying 
the  People :  they  fpoke  of  them  as  of  a 
juftly-exafperated  Divinity,  who  was  to  be 
appeafed  only  by  facrifices.  "  This  good 
•*  People,"  faid  the  Vifcount  de  Noailles 
with  emotion ;  t{  thefe  Communities  have 
**  fet  forth  their  demands  :  it  is  not  a  Con- 
"  ftitution  they  defire  that  vvifb  has  been 
«'  expreffed  only  in  the  Bailiwicks.  What 
4  {  then  do  they  aik  ?    An  equal  divilion  of 

<(  the 
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*'  the  taxes,  the  fuppreffion  of  aids,  the 
M  abolition  of  certain  feudal  rights,  the  re- 
"  demption  or  exchange  of  others.  For 
"  near  three  months  part  they  have  feen 
"  their  Reprefentatives  occupied  in  what  we 
"  call,  and  what  in  fa<5t  is,  public  bufinefs ; 
"  but  public  bufinefs  appears  to  them  to  re- 
'  *  late  more  immediately  to  fuch  things  as  they 
f  *  are  in  need  of,  and  which  they  ardently  wifh 
'*  to  obtain."  He  concluded  with  moving, 
"  That  all  thefe  articles  be  decreed  before 
*{  the  plan  of  a  Declaration  prefented  by  the 
"  Committee  be  adopted." 

The  Duke  d'Aiguillon  feconded  this  mo- 
tion with  fuch  pathetic  and  efficacious  elo- 
quence, that  the  Aflembly,  in  tears,  gave 
themfelves  up  entirely  to  the  delirium  of  fa- 
crifkes.  At  the  fame  inftant  Deputies  of 
every  one  of  the  Orders  were  feen  rufhing  in 
crowds  towards  the  table,  to  be  the  nrft  to 
make  their  offerings.  "  How  will  it  affecl: 
*■  the  feelings  of  every  Citizen,"  faid  a 
Member  of  the  Order  of  the  Nobility,  "  to 
"  hear  that  the  Members  of  the  Communes 
"  having  yefterday  folicited  the  attention  of 
"  the  National  AfTembly  to  prevent  the 
"  outrages  committed  againft  the  perfons 
"  and  property  of  the  Nobility,  the  Nobi- 

F  f  3  :f«  lity, 
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"  lity,  by  a  generous  return,  had  this  day 
"  given  every  clafs  of  the  French  Nation  fo 
"  fignal  a  proof  of  their  patriotifm  and 
"  love  !" 

The  feudal  rights  were  diftinguifhed  into 
real  and  perfonal.  The  latter,  and  thofe 
which  had  formerly  been  perfonal,  but  had 
been  redeemed  for  a  rent  in  corn  or  money, 
were  abolifhed  without  any  compenfation. 
All  the  real  rights  were  declared  redeemable, 
and  alfo  the  rights  of  Mortmain,  Courts- 
Baron,  and  Impropriations  : — all  Seigneurial 
Jurifdictions,  exclufive  Right  of  Game, 
Warrens,  &c,  &c.  were  fuppreffed.  A 
Member  of  the  Nobility  then  rofe,  and  faid 
with  emotion,  **  Catullus  had  but  one  bird, 
"  and  he  could  do  no  more  than  offer  his 
M  bird:  fo  is  it  with  me,  I  have  nothing 
<{  elfe,  and  I  give  it  up;  as  pigeons  are 
'*  hurtful  to  agriculture,  they  ought  to  be 
"  deftroyed." 

The  Motion,  drawn  up  like  a  madrigal, 
pafTed  unanimoufly.  It  was  followed  by  a 
Decree,  without  the  flighteft  oppofition,  for 
the  equal  fupport  of  taxes  according  to  the 
abilities  of  thofe  who  paid  them,  the  gratui- 
tous adminiftration  of  juftice,  the  abolition  of 
the  fale  of  places,  and  of  all  pecuniary  pri- 
vileges 


Aug.  1789.]     FRENCH  REVOLUTION.  395 

vileges  and  exemptions,  the  reform  of  fran- 
ehifes  and  peculiar  jurifdictions,  and  for  the 
free  admiffion  of  every  Citizen  to  ecclefi- 
aftic,  civil  and  military  employments,  with- 
out any  diftinction  of  birth.  The  particular 
privileges  of  Provinces  and  Towns  were 
alfo  given  up  by  their  refpective  Deputies, 
and  thofe  who  were  retrained  by  the  ftricT:- 
nefs  of  their  inftructions  faid  that  they 
would  write  to  their  Constituents  to  folicit 
their  confent.  Provence  was  the  only  Pro- 
vince for  which  any  claim  was  made.  Its 
privileges  had  at  nrft  been  relinquished  by 
M.  d' 'Andre,  one  of  its  Deputies ;  but  they 
were  immediately  claimed  (in  the  name  of 
the  Members  deputed  from  that  Province) 
and  defended  by  the  Archbiihop  of  Aix. 
He  maintained  that  thofe  privileges  were  ef- 
fential  rights,  grounded  on  compacts  and 
agreements,  the  abolition  of  which  could  be 
of  no  importance  to  the  reft  of  France,  as 
their  exiftence  could  in  no  manner  be  inju- 
rious to  the  other  provinces.  "  The  ques- 
tion," faid  he,  4f  is  not  relative  to  taxation, 
but  to  certain  forms  fuited  to  the  difpo- 
iitions,  cuftoms,  and  manners  of  the  inha- 
bitants, and  which  only  tend  to  fupport  more 
effectually  the  fafety  of  perfons  and  of  pro- 

Ff4  perty; 
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perty ;  they  are  natural  rights  better  pre- 
ferved,  which  it  would  bejuft  to 'make  com- 
mon to  the  whole  kingdom.  We  have  no 
authority  to  renounce  them  for  Provence,  and 
no  renunciation  could  be  valid  without  its 
fpecial  confent."  Thefe  remonftrances  were 
certainly  juft;  but  what  influence  could 
juftice  and  reafon  have  amidft  thefe  patri- 
otic orgies,  in  which  the  moft  lawful  rights, 
confounded  with  the  greateft  abufes,  were  all 
indifcriminately  facrificed  on  the  altar  of 
the  Country,  or  rather  hurled  into  the  gulph 
of  the  Revolution  ? 

The  facrifices  made  by  the  Order  of  the 
Clergy  were  not  inferior  to  thofe  of  the 
Nobility.  Pluralities  were  forbidden ;  firft- 
fruits,  and  the  right  to  the  profits  during 
vacancies,  were  fuppreffed :  Pariih  Priefts 
gave  up  their  fees,  and  it  was  inftantly  de- 
creed, that  they  mould  be  indemnified  by 
an  increafe  of  falary  for  a  competent  provi- 
sion, and  in  the  manner  of  the  income  of 
Priefts  in  Towns.  It  was  laftly  decreed,  that 
ecclefiaftical  tithes  mould  be  fuppreffed,  and 
a  modus  eftablimed  in  lieu  of  them.  It  was 
alfo  refolved,  that  all  the  penfions  which  had 
been  granted  by  the  Crown  mould  be  fub- 
mitted  to  the  examination  of  the  Affembly, 

that 
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that  they  might  fupprefs  thofc  that  had  been 
obtained  without  a  fufficient  claim,  and  re- 
duce thofe  which  they  mould  find  rated  too 
high. 

As  foon  as  thefe  articles  were  all  decreed, 
the  Archbifhop  of  Paris  moved,  that  the 
AfTembly  mould  order  a  Te  Deum  to  be 
lung  in  the  King's  Chapel  in  prefence  of  his 
Majefty  and  the  Members  of  the  National 
AfTembly.  If  there  be  little  merit  in  return- 
ing thanks  to  the  Supreme  Being  for  the 
good  he  does  us,  it  requires  a  great  flock  of 
piety  to  thank  him  alfo  for  the  evil  he  in- 
flicts upon  us  j  and  in  this  point  of  view  the 
Archbifhop's  motion  could  not  but  be  very 
edifying,  and  it  was  adopted  unanimoufly. 

So  alfo  was  a  motion  of  a  different  nature, 
made  by  M.  de  Laliyy  the  fubffance  of 
which  is  as  follows,  and  will  give  a  juft 
idea  of  the  enthufiafm  and  intoxication  with 
which  the  AfTembly  was  overcome. 

"  Gentlemen,  amid  thefe  raptures,  amid 
"  thefe  ecflaiies  which  blend  all  our  fenti- 
'*  mcnts,  all  our  wifhes,  all  our  fouls,  ought 
"  we  not  to  remember  the  King?  the  King 
"  who  has  convened  us,  although  the  Na- 
"  tional  AlTemblies  have  been  interrupted 
"  for  nearly  two  centuries;  the  King  who 

"  was 
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was  the  firft  to  invite  us  to  the  happy 
"  union  we  have  juft  completed  j  the  King, 
"  who  of  his  own  accord  has  relinquifhed 
"  all  the  rights  which  his  juftice  fuggefted 
"  ought  not  to  be  retained ;  the  King,  in 
"  fhort,  who  has  thrown  hirnfelf  into  our 
"  arms,  and  who  again  this  morning  offer - 
"  ed  us,  and  requeued  from  us,  a  conftant 
"  and  friendly  confidence!  On  this  glorious 
"  day  let  every  one  reap  his  reward,  let 
"  everyone  enjoy  his  happinefs;  may  the 
"  public  happinefs  be  the  chief  refult  of 
"  it  !  May  the  union  of  the  King  and  Peo- 
"  pie  crown  the  union  of  all  the  Orders, 
!•  of  all  the  Provinces,  and  of  all  the  Ci- 
*'  tizens ! 

It  was  in  the  midfl:  of  the  States-Ge- 
11  neral  that  Louis  XII.  was  proclaimed 
"  Father  of  the  People  ;  I  move  that  in  the 
"  midfl:  of  this  National  ArTembly,  the  moft 
"  auguft  and  important  ever  convened, 
,  '*  Louis  XVI.  be  proclaimed  Rejtorer  of 
*'  French  Liberty." 

This  Proclamation  was  immediately  made 
with  the  higher!:  raptures  by  the  AfTembly 
and  all  the  fpeclators.  The  Hall  refounded, 
for  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  with 

the 
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the  cries  of  "  Vive  le  Roi  /"  "  Vive 
Louis  XVI,  reftorer  of  French  Liberty  !" 

It  was  then  refolved,  that  a  medal  fhould 
be  ftruck,  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  fo 
glorious  a  day,  or  rather  of  fo  glorious  a 
night;  for  it  was  two  in  the  morning  before 
the  AlTembly  broke  up  this  famous  Sitting, 
in  which  all  the  rights  and  all  the  property 
of  the  Kingdom  were  confounded,  and  in- 
fKtutions  as  ancient  as  the  Monarchy,  ren- 
dered facred  by  ages  of  refpect,  were  in  a 
moment  annihilated. 

I  was  not  prefent  at  this  Sitting,  but  one 
of  my  friends  who  attended,  related  to  me 
the  next  morning  what  had  paffed.  As  he 
fpoke  in  a  tone  too  ferious  for  me  to  fuppofe 
he  was  in  jeft,  I  began  to  think  he  had  loft 
his  fenfes ;  but  I  foon  found  in  the  public 
papers  a  confirmation  of  the  particulars  he 
had  mentioned.  I  could  not  help  thinking 
that  I  was  reading  an  account  of  one  of  thofe 
frolics  fometimes  entered  into  by  wild 
young  fellows,  who,  after  pufhing  the 
bottle  freely,  begin  to  break  their  glafies, 
decanters,  and  plates,  then  to  contend  who 
fhall  throw  the  moll:  valuable  furniture  out 
of  the  window,  and  before  they  have  done 
leave  the  room  bare ;  but  who  next  day,  at 

fight 
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fight  of  their  bill,  curfe  their  folly  while 
they  pay  for  the  things  deftroyed.  Unfor- 
tunately the  patriotic  frolic  of  the  4th  of 
Auguft  did  not  end  fo  ;  it  ruined  millions  of 
individuals  who  had  no  inare  in  it,  and  en- 
riched nobody.    The  reducing  all  the  arti- 
cles then  decreed  into  a  formal  A6t  gave 
room  for  long  debates  in  the  following  Sit- 
tings.   Our  fobered  legiflators  thought  they 
had  only  dreamt  what  they  had  too  furely 
decreed,  and  feveral  of  them  laboured  to  in- 
terpret and  give  a  turn  to  the  decrees  fo  as 
to  reduce  the  effect  of  them  considerably ; 
but  the  terms  of  them  were  too  pofitive  to 
be  open  to  any  reftriction  which  the  people 
would  admit.    The -only  article  they  found 
it  poffible  to  modify  was  that  which  con- 
demned the  pigeons  to  death  or  emigration. 
The  exclulive  appropriation  of  flights  and 
dove-cotes  was  not  totally  fupprelfed ;  but  it 
was  ordained,  that  the  pigeons  mould  be 
fhut  up  at  periods  appointed  by  the  Com- 
munes, during  which  time  they  mould  be 
confidered  as  all  other  kind  of  game,  and  lia- 
ble to  be  killed  as  fuch.  But  as  this  modifi- 
cation did  not  take  place  for  eight-and-forty- 
hours  after  the  original  decree,  mod  of  the 
dove-cotes  were  deftroyed  or  unlocked  be- 
fore 
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fore  it  was  known,  otherwife  it  might,  per- 
haps, have  faved  fome  of  them  *. 

The  Nobility  and  Clergy  were  treated 
much  lefs  favourably  in  the  final  arrange- 
ment of  the  Decrees  of  the  4th  of  Auguft. 
The  fuppredion  of  all  feudal  rents,  fer- 
vices,  and  fealty,  was  not  thought  fufficient; 
to  this  article  was  added  the  entire  aboli- 
tion of  the  feudal  fyftem,  that  is — of  all 
rights  of  paramount,  precarious  feuds,  re- 

*  It  mould  be  obferved  here,  that  fcarcely  any  of  the 
Decrees  of  the  Evening  Sitting  of  Auguft  4th  were  re- 
gularly palled.  Several  motions  which  the  acclama- 
tions, clapping,  and  vociferations  of  the  galleries  did 
not  fufFer  to  be  heard,  were  among  thofe  Decrees,  al- 
though, amidft  the  dreadful  tumult  that  prevailed,  it  was 
as  impoffible  for  the  AfTembly  to  have  patted  them,  as 
for  the  Secretaries  to  have  written  them.  This  was 
very  ftrenuoufly  infifted  upon  the  next  day  by  feve- 
ral  of  the  members  of  the  Cote  Droit,  and  particularly 
by  M.  d' Eprefmenil,  who  maintained  that  all  thofe  pre- 
tended Decree*  were  previoufly  drawn  up,  and  that  the 
Sitting  had  been  purpofely  opened  fo  late  to  convert  it 
into  a  nocturnal  and  fcandalous  huddle,  the  more  eafily 
to  alter  the  proceedings  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  fquare 
with  the  plan  of  the  authors  of  this  manoeuvre.  But 
the  Prelident  (Ckapelier)  and  the  Secretaries  boldly  af- 
ferted  that  all  thofe  Decrees  had  been  patted,  and  the 
majority  of  the  Attembly,  thinking  themfelves  bound  by 
their  atteftation,  confirmed  this  work  of  darknefs  and 
delirium. 
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liefs,  fealty,  &c.  The  article  which  de- 
clared tithes  abolifhed,  became  the  fub- 
ject  of  a  long  and  noify  debate,  in  which 
the  Abbe  Sieyes  attempted  in  vain  to  de- 
monftratc  that  the  AfTembly,  having  once 
acknowledged  tithes  to  be  lawful  property, 
and  declared  them  redeemable,  could  not, 
without  glaring  inconfiftency,  declare  them 
not  redeemable,  that  is  to  fay,  to  give  in- 
demnities on  the  fuppreffion  of  appropriate 
tithes,  and  not  on  that  of  common  tithes, 
though  one  and  the  other  were  of  the  fame 
nature.  "  They  would  be  free,"  he  faid, 
M  and  cannot  be  juft."  Thefe  arguments, 
and  thofe  advanced  by  mofl  of  the  defenders 
of  tithes,  were  unanfvverable  ;  nor  did  they 
receive  any  other  anfwer  than  clamours  from 
the  galleries,  and  threats  uttered  by  the  po- 
pulace againfT:  the  chief  members  of  the 
Clergy  as  they  left  the  AfTembly.  In  or- 
der to  put  an  end  to  their  debates,  which 
had  taken  up  two  Sittings,  recourfe  was  had 
to  a  trick  which,  palpable  as  it  was,  was 
completely  fuccefsful.  About  a  fcore  of 
parifli  priefts,  three-fourths  of  whom  were 
not  in  the  receipt  of  tithes,  were  made 
to  fign  a  declaration,  by  which  they  entire- 

2  ly 
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ty  relinquished  to  the  Nation  their  right  to 
them.  During  the  debate  a  favourable  mo- 
ment was  dexteroufly  feized  to  make  ufe  of 
this  paper.  The  applaufe  and  enthufiafm, 
whether  flncere  or  diffembled,  which  it  ex- 
cited, inftantaneoufly  electrified  the  majority 
of  the  Clergy.  The  Bifhops,  Abbes  Com- 
mendataries,  and  Priefls,  mowed  equal  eager- 
nefs  to  fign  this  Declaration,  left  for  that 
purpofe  on  the  table ;  and  the  Archbifhop  of 
Paris  confirmed  the  bufineis  in  the  moll:  fo- 
lemn  manner,  by  proclaiming,  in  the  name 
of  his  colleagues,  and  of  all  his  Clergy,  the 
relinquifhment  of  all  ecclefiaftical  tithes  to 
the  Nation.  "  Let  the  Gofpel  be  puBlifh- 
"  ed,"  added  he,  "  let  divine  worfhip  be 
"  celebrated  with  decency  and  dignity ;  let 
"  the  churches  be  provided  with  virtuous 
**  and  zealous  paftors,  and  above  all,  let 
"  the  poor  be  comforted.  To  fuch  pur- 
Si  pofes  are  our  tithes  appointed,  fuch  is 
"  the  object  of  our  wifhes,  the  aim  and 
"  end  of  our  Miniftry.  We  truft  in  the 
"  National  AfTembly,  and  we  do  not  doubt 
M  that  they  will  provide  us  with  the  means 
"  of  accomplifhing  worthily,  objects  fo  im- 
"  portant  and  fo  facred."    It  was  in  confe- 
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quence  decreed,  that  tithes  of  every  nature, 
and  rents  fubftituted  for  them,  &c.  fhould 
be  aboliflied,  fubjedb,  neverthelefs,  to  the 
confideration  in  what  other  manner  provi- 
fion  mould  be  made  for  the  maintaining  of 
divine  worfhip,  for  the  fupport  of  its  Mi- 
nifters,  for  the  comfort  of  the  poor,  for  the 
repairing  and  re-building  of  churches,  &c. 

Thus  was  annulled  this  patriarchal  tribute, 
the  mofl  ancient  and  venerable  among  men ; 
thus  was  broken  the  link  which  united  the 
hopes  of  the  earth  to  the  favours  of  Heaven, 
the  intereft  of  the  prieft  to  the  profperity  of 
the  peafant,  the  hymns  and  prayers  of  every 
age  to  the  flowers  and  fruits  of  every  fea- 
fon*. 

The  difcuffion  refpecting  the  drawing  up 
of  the  Decrees  of  the  4th  of  Auguft  was 
interrupted  in  the  Sitting  of  the  7th  by  the 
entrance  of  all  the  Miniiters,  who  were  fent 
by  the  King  "  to  repofe  in  the  bofom  of  the 
AfTembly  the  anxieties  with  which  his  Ma- 
jefty's  paternal  heart  was  agitated. "  It  was 
thus  that  the  Archbifhop  of  Bourdeaux  in- 
troduced the  menage.    He  painted  as  truly 
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as  energetically  the  deplorable  ftate  to  which 
France  was  reduced ;  the  unbridled  licentiouf- 
nefs  of  the  times,  the  laws  without  force,  the 
forms  of  juftice  neglected,  and  force  and  ar- 
bitrary profcriptions  fubftituted ;  property  in* 
vaded  in  all  the  provinces,  incendiaries  ravag- 
ing the  habitations  of  the  inhabitants,  the  afy- 
lums  of  piety  violated,  induftry  and  com- 
merce fufpended,  terror  and  defolation  fpread 
throughout  the  Kingdom.  11  A  wife  and 
"  excellent  Conftitution,"  added  he,  "  is 
"  and  ought  to  be  the  fureft  and  moft  fer- 
*'  tile  principle  of  the  happinefs  of  this 
"  Empire.  His  Majefty  waits  the  refult  of 
"  your  labours  with  the  moft  ardent  impa- 
'  M  tience,  and  has  expreflly  commiffioned  us 
*f  to  urge  you  to  accelerate  them:  but  cir- 
f*  cumftances  require  precautions  and  cares 
H  of  more  immediate  and  active  effect ;  they 
* '  require  that  you  mould  take  the  prompter! 
M  meafures  for  fupprefling  the  rage  for 
"  plunder,  and  the  reliance  on  impunity  ; 
"  that  you  mould  reftore  to  public  authority 
"  the  influence  it  has  loft  :  the  power  which 
"  you  fhall  enforce  will  never  be  dangerous* 
"  but  armed  diforder  will  become  fo  more 
"  and  more  every  day." 

Vol.  I.  G  g  To 
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To  this  pi&ure  Mr.  Necker,  who  fpoke 
next,  added  that  of  an  empty  treafury,  occa- 
fioned  By  the  delay  of  the  payment  of  the 
taxes,  by  the  pillage  of  the  offices,  by  the 
difperlion  of  the  regifters,  and  by  fmug- 
gling,  which  was  carried  on  with  open 
force  in  feveral  provinces.  He  demonftrated 
the  neceffity  of  immediately  engaging  a 
loan  of  thirty  millions,  to  fupply  unavoida- 
ble expences,  and  the  moft  prelling  wants, 
only  for  two  months,  which  he  ftated  to  be 
fufficient  time  for  the  Affembly  44  to  have 
44  finifhed,  or  at  leafb  to  have  considerably 
44  advanced,  the  great  labours  in  which  they 
*'  were  engaged,  and  from  which  would  re- 
44  fult  a  permanent  order  fuch  as  the  Na- 
44  tion  had  a  right  to  expect  from  the  en- 
44  lightened  zeal  of  their  Reprefentatives, 
44  and  the  juft  and  beneficent  intentions  of 
4i  the  King." 

He  did  not  deny  that  amid  fo  much  com- 
motion the  fuccefs  of  this  loan  44  was  very 
44  uncertain,  notwithstanding  the  generous 
44  and  patriotic  fentiments  which  ought  to 
44  fupport  it,  and  although  the  firft  loan  fe- 
44  cured  by  the  Reprefentatives  of  a  Nation 
44  the  moft  attached  to  the  laws  of  honour, 

44  and 
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"  and  the  richer!  in  Europe,  offered  mo- 
"  neyed  men  an  opportunity  of  laying  out 
"  their  capitals  free  from  any  real  ap- 
"  prehenfion." 

He  propofed  ift,  to  fix  the  intereft  of 
this  loan  fimply  at  five  per  cent.  2dly,  That 
it  fhould  be  payable  at  the  period  to  be  named 
by  each  lender,  at  the  next  feffions  of  the 
States-General.  3dly,  That  the  payment 
mould  be  made  the  firft  charge  in  the  ar- 
rangements to  be  taken  for  the  eftablimment 
of  a  finking  fund.  4thly,  That  a  lift  of  the 
fubfcribers  to  this  patriotic  loan  mould  be 
delivered  to  the  Aftembly,  and  entered  on 
their  Journals. 

So  many  lures  brought  forward  to  enfure 
fuccefs  for  a  miferable  loan  of  thirty  mil- 
lions, fufHciently  indicated  the  annihila- 
tion of  public  credit,  and  the  opinion  Mr. 
Necker,  who  was  in  a  fituation  to  form  a 
better  judgment  than  any  other  perfon,  enter- 
tained of  it.  The  credit  of  a  Government 
never  furvives  its  power,  and  the  power  of 
the  French  Government  no  longer  exifted. 
The  Aftembly  intended  to  have  made  them- 
felves  mafters  of  it,  but  they  could  only  ef- 
fect its  diffolution:  their  own  confifted  in 
the  ability  of  deftroying ;  and  that  kind  of 

G  g  2  power, 
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power,  however  extenfive  it  be,  is  not  at 
all  in  favour  of  credit — a  truth  that  foon 
proved  itfelf.  The  AlTembly,  perfuaded 
that  any  loan  opened  under  their  fanction 
could  not  require  any  great  advantages  to  be 
offered  to  the  lenders,  after  a  debate  of  two 
days  *  voted  the  loan  demanded  by  Mr. 
Necker ;  but,  far  from  adopting  the  terms 
propofed  by  him,  they  rated  the  intereft  at 
four-and-a-half  per  cent,  without  fixing  any 
time  for  the  payment  of  the  capital  -f\  The 
confequence  was,  that  it  was  impofllble  to 
fill  the  fubfcription  for  this  loan,  that  they 
Were  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  means  infi- 
nitely more  burden fome,  and  very  foon  to 
the  moft  difaftrous  of  all — AJfignats. 

*  In  this  debate  the  Clergy  offered,  by  the  Archbifhop 
of  Aix,  to  Undertake  this  loan*  and  to  mortgage  all 
ecclefiaftical  property  for  the  payment  of  the  intereft: 
and  alfo  the  principal.  But  this  offer  was  too  great  an 
obftacle  to  the  views  of  the  factious  and  jobbers  to  be 
accepted. 

t  In  the  Sitting  of  the  27th  of  Auguft,  the  AfTembly, 
finding  that  the  fubfcriptions  to  this  loan  amounted  to  no 
more  than  2,600,000  livres,  declared  it  clofed,  and,  on 
Mr.  Necker* s  propofal,  voted  a  new  loan  of  eighty  mil- 
lions, half  in  money,  and  half  in  public  bills,  upon  the 
conditions  mentioned  by  the  JVIinifter  of  Finance.  This 
loan  fucceeded  no  better  than  the  former. 

Nor 
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Nor  was  the  AiTembly  more  fortunate  in 
the  choice  of  their  meafures  for  fuppreffing 
the  diforder  and  robberies  that  defolated 
France.  Inftead  of  re-eftablifhing  public 
authority  upon  its  ancient  bafis,  and  reftor- 
ing  to  it  the  influence  it  had  loft,  they 
invefted  the  Municipalities  with  all  the 
powers  |  heretofore  exercifed  in  the  higher 
affairs  of  the  police  by  the  Commanders  of 
the  Provinces,  by  Commiilioners  of  Appeal, 
and  by  the  Parliaments ;  and  to  the  fole  vi- 
gilance of  the  Municipal  Officers,  all  excel- 
lent patriots  in  the  fenfe  of  the  Revolution, 
they  confided  the  care  of  reftoring  and  main- 
taining public  tranquillity.  They  authorifed 
them  to  employ  for  that  purpofe  the  Na- 
tional militia,  who  obeyed  their  Comman- 
der only  when  he  regulated  his  orders  by 
their  will ;  the  MarechaurTee,  who  were  cau- 
tious how  they  obeyed  commands  difap- 
proved  by  the  National  militia ;  and  the 
troops  of  the  line,  who  thinking  themfelves 
degraded  by  being  placed  under  Municipal 
Officers,  did  not  relifli  acting  in  obedience 
to  them.  This  was,  neverthelefs,  the  ex- 
tent of  the  Proclamation  which  was  voted 
according  to  the  eloquent  rernonnrance  of 
the  Archbifliop  of  Bourdeaux.    The  pre- 
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amble  of  the  Proclamation  is  not  lefs  re- 
markable for  the  malicious  and  falfe  infinu- 
ations  it  contains,  than  for  the  facts  it 
ftates.  The  beginning  is  literally  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  The  National  Affembly,  considering 
"  that  the  enemies  of  the  Nation,  having 
"  loft  the  hope  of  preventing  the  public  re- 
"  generation  and  eftablifhment  of  Liberty 
"  by  the  force  of  Defpotifm,  appear  to  have 
"  conceived  the  criminal  project  of  attain- 
"  ing  the  fame  end  by  the  means  of  difor- 
*'  der  and  anarchy;  that  they  have,  among 
"  other  expedients,  at  the  fame  juncture, 
"  and  almoft  on  the  fame  day,  caufed  falfe 
u  alarms  to  be  excited  in  the  different  pro- 
* '  vinces  of  the  Kingdom ;  and  that  by 
"  falfe  reports  of  inroads  and  pillage  they 
**  have  given  rife  to  real  enormities  and 
ct  crimes  which  attack  both  property  and 
*'  perfons,  and  which,  difturbing  the  gene- 
"  ral  order  of  fociety,  deferve  the  fevereft 
"  puniflimentj  that  thofe  men  had  carried 
"  their  daring  fpirit  to  fuch  a  length  as  to 
Jt  fpread  forged  orders  and  even  forged 
66  edicts  of  the  King,  which  have  fet  one 
"  part  of  the  Nation  againit  the  other,  at 
"  the  very  time  that  the  National  Affembly 

"  were 
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**  were,  paffing  the  moft  favourable  Decrees 

"  for  the  People  % 

The  charge  of  employing  violent  means 
to  prevent  the  public  regeneration,  and  the 
eftabliiliment  of  Liberty,  was  not  directed 
againft  the  ruffians  who  were  engaged  in 
pillaging,  fetting  houfes  on  fire,  and  murder, 
but  levelled  at  the  Clergy,  Nobility,  and 
Magiftracy,  in  a  word  at  the  Ariftocrats ;  for 
that  title  carried  with  it  the  conviction  of 
every  crime.    It  was  likewife  the  Ariftocrats 
whom  this  proclamation  accufed  of  fabri- 
cating forged  orders  and  forged  edicts  of 
the  King,  for  the  purpofe  of  caufing  their 
own  property  to  be  pillaged  and  burnt,  and 
themfelves  to  be  aflaffinated !  and  the  Af- 
fembly  were  not  fhocked  at  this  grofs  im- 
pofture,  at  this  atrocious  abufe  of  the  fatal 
magic  of  the  word  Ariftocrats,  and  of  the 
credulity  of  the  people!     This  proclama- 
tion pafTed  by  a  very  great  majority,  and 
met  with  no  difficulty  except  in  regard  to 
the  oath  to  be  adminiftered  to  the  troops, 
which  was  prefcribed  by  the  decree  that  fol- 
lowed. 

The  debates  upon  the  Declaration  of  the 
Rights  of  Man,  upon  the  organization  of 
the  Judicial  Power,  and  upon  fome  articles 
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of  the  Plan  of  a  Conftitution,  occupied  all 
the  Sittings  till  the  25th  of  Auguft,  'on 
which  day  they  were  fufpended  in  honour  of 
the  King's  feftival.  The  Affembly  ap- 
pointed a  Deputation  of  fixty  of  their  Mem- 
bers to  carry  their  congratulations  to  his 
Majefty  on  the  occafion,  and  to  prefent  him 
the  following  Addrefs : 

"  Sire,  the  Monarch  whofe  revered  name 
"  your  Majefty  bears,  and  whofe  virtues 
*'  Religion  this  day  commemorates,  was, 
'*  like  you,  the  friend  of  his  People.  Like 
"  you,  Sire,  he  had  French  liberty  at  heart, 
*!  and  guarded  it  by  laws  which  are  an 
<(  honour  to  our  annals;  but  he  could  not  be 
"  the  Reftorer  of  it.    This  glory,  which 
"  has  been  referved  for  your  Majefty,  gives 
"  you  an  immortal  right  to  our  gratitude, 
"  and  to  the  tender  veneration  of  all  French- 
**  men.  Thus  will  the  names  of  two  kings, 
"  feparated  by  the  lapfe  of  ages  but  aflimi- 
"  lated  by  the  moll:  fignal  acts  of  juftice  in 
M  favour  of  their  People,  be  for  ever  united. 
"  Sire,  the  National  AfTembly  have  tfuT- 
*'  pended  their  labours  a  few  moments  to 
'*  perform  a  duty  which  is  delightful  to 
*'  them,  though  indeed  it  cannot  be  a  de- 

**  parture 
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"  parture  from  their  truft :  to  fpeak  to  their 
*'  King  of  the  love  and  fidelity  of  French- 
"  men,  is  to  be  employed  in  a  concern 
"  truly  National,  and  to  gratify  the  firfl: 
"  wifhes  of  their  hearts.*  " 

While  the  Affembly  were  paying  the 
King  an  homage  fo  truly  merited,  the  great 
political  questions  debated  in  their  Sittings 
were  made  the  fubjecls  of  difcuffion  at  the 
clubs,  and  among  the  groups  of  the  Palais- 
Royal.  Hired  orators  made  random  declama- 
tions which  were  ever  replete  with  fury  againfl 
the  divifion  of  the  Legiflative  Body  into 
two  chambers,  againft  the  Royal  AfTent,  and 
againft.  the  abfolute  and  fufpenfive  Veto. 
Thefe  men  knew  as  little  as  their  hearers 
what  the  difference  was  between  the  abfo- 
lute and  fufpenfive  veto,  or  indeed  what  veto 
meant  at  all ;  but  they  were  perfuaded  that 
one  or  the  other  was  an  enormous  encroach- 
ment upon  Liberty  and  the  Sovereignty  of 
the  People  j  and  that  they  might  not  be 

*  This  Addrefs  was  drawn  up  by  Le  Pellelier  de  St. 
Fargeau,  the  fame  who  afterwards  became  a  Member  of 
the  Convention,  fat  in  judgment  on  the  King,  voted  for 
his  death,  and  was  himfelf  alfafiinated  by  a  perfon 
named  Paris. 

miftaken 
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miftaken  which  of  the  two  it  was,  the  majo- 
rity determined  to  abhor  both  vetos  equally. 
This  violent  fermentation,  concurring  with 
the  general  difcontent  excited  by  the  con- 
tinuance and  progrefs  of  the  dearth,  raifed 
the  moft  alarming  agitation  in  the  Capital, 
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Note  relative  to  the  Abbe  Sieyes. 

It  only  depended  on  the  pofTeflion  of  an  Abbey 
of  12,000  livres  (five  hundred  pounds  fterling) 
a  year,  and  a  little  more  attention  from  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Sens,  to  have  made  the  Abbe  Sieyes  one 
of  the  moft  zealous  fupporters  of  the  old  Go- 
vernment.   I  affert  this  fact  on  the  teftimony  of 
feveral  perfons  worthy  of  the  higheft  credit,  with- 
out any  fear  of  its  being  contradiaed  by  the 
Abbe  Sieyes  himfelf;  and  I  cite  him  from  among 
a  thoufand  inftances,  that  the  world  may  juftiy 
appreciate  the  zeal,  patriotifm,  and  principles  of 
thofe  revolutionary  demoniacs,  who  all,  madmen 
and  idiots  excepted,  had  no  other  objea  in  de- 
claiming and  writing  fo  violently  againft  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  Minifters,  than  to  make  them 
purchafe  at  a  higher  price  their  filence  or  their 
pen.     The  Abbe  Sieyes,  a  man  for  fyftems,  a 
fubtle  arguer,  an  obfeurely  profound  metaphyfi- 
cian,  puttied  himfelf  into  notice  in  1787,  in  the 
Provincial  Aflembly  of  Orleans,  of  which  he 
was  a  member,  by  his  continual  and  frequently 
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embarraffing  oppofition  to  the  old  principles,  and 
to  all  the  views  of  the  Government.  The  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Sens,  then  Minifter,  being  informed  of 
it,  afked  M.  de  L- — — ,  one  of  the  principal  mem- 
bers of  that  department,  who  the  Abbe  Sieyes 
was,  of  whom  he  heard  fo  much.    "  He  is  a 

man  (replied  M.  de  L  )  extremely  dangerous 

in  times  like  thefe.  You  muft  abfoluteiy  fecure 
him,  to  prevent  his  doing  a  great  deal  of  mif- 
chief." — <c  But  by  what  means  fecure  him  ?" — 
"  There  is  but  one  ;  and  that  is,  to  chain  him 
down  with  fetters — not  of  iron,  but  of  gold.'' — 
te  What!  do  you  think  he  is  to  be  bought?"— 
"  I  have  no  doubt  of  it  j  he  is  not  rich,  he  loves 
expenfive  living,  and  good  cheer,  and  of  courfe 
money." — "  How  much  muft  he  have  ?  Do  you 
think  an  annuity  of  6000  livres  upon  an  Abbey 
would  be  enough?" — "  No ;  his  price  is  higher 
than  that."  —  "  Say  twelve,  then."  —  "  That 
will  do;  but  inftead  of  giving  him  an  annuity 
give  him  an  Abbey  of  that  value.  He  is  of  low 
extraction,  and  full  of  vanity;  he  would  be 
highly  flattered  with  an  Abbey,  and  you  will  be 
fure  of  being  better  ferved  for  it." — "  Let  it  be 
fo  then.   Will  you  undertake  the  negotiation  ?" 

 «  No,  I  cannot ;  but  the  Abbe  de  Cezarges, 

who  is  known  to  be  entirely  devoted  to  you,  is  in 
our  Provincial  AfTembly,  and  nobody  is  fitter  to 
execute  the  commiffion." — "  Well,  then,  I  will 
put  it  into  his  hands." 

The  Archbifhop  of  Sens  in  confequence  fent 
o  the 
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the  Abbe  Cezarges  private  inftru&ions,  together 
with  a  letter  which  he  was  to  fhow  as  occafion  re- 
quired to  the  Abbe  Sieyes,  and  in  which  the  Mi- 
nifter  fpoke  highly  of  the  talents  and  great  know- 
ledge of  the  Abbe,  faying,  that  he  had  men- 
tioned him  to  the  King,  and  that  his  Majefty 
thought  of  calling  him  into  the  Adminiftration, 
of  preferring  him  to  an  Abbey  of  12,000  livres 
income,  &c. 

With  thefe  credentials  the  Abbe  Cezarges 
went  and  paid  a  friendly  vifit  to  the  Abbe  Sieyes. 
"  How  is  it,  my  dear  Abbe,"  faid  he  to  him, 
!'  that,  with  all  the  talents  you  poffefs,  you  have 
not  the  wit  to  turn  them  to  account  in  improving 
your  fituation  ?  The  fide  of  oppofition  in  our 
AiTemblies  will  only  ferve  to  create  you  power- 
ful enemies,  and  to  fhut  the  door  of  favour 
againft  you;  whereas,  if  inftead  of  perpetually 
oppofing  and  embarraffing  the  Government  you 
were  to  be  of  fervice  to  it,  you  would  certainly 
be  well  rewarded/'—"  Of  fervice  to  the  Go- 
vernment! to  the  Minifters!  Do  not  mention  it 
to  me ;  there  is  nothing  to  be  done  with  thofe 

People,  they  are  all  either  madmen  or  fools."  

"  The  Archbilhop  of  Sens"  <«  The  Archbifhop 

of  Sens  is  the  greateft  madman  among  them." — 
«  You  will  allow  at  leaft  that  he  is  not  a  fool, 
and  I  will  convince  you  that  he  is  not  mad ;  you 
are  much  in  the  wrong  to  fpeak  of  him  as  you 
do :  the  proof  of  his  not  being  mad  is,  that  he 
thinks  highly  of  you."—"  Of  me!  He  does  not 

even 
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even  know  my  name." — "  You  are  miftaken;  he 
has  heard  a  great  deal  of  you,  and  does  not 
doubt  that  you  could,  if  you  would,  be  of  very 
great  fervice  to  the  Administration  ;  he  has  even 
propofed  you  to  the  King,  and  to  give  you  an 
Abbey."— "  An  Abbey!"—"  Yes,  an  Abbey, 
and  an  Abbey  too  with  a  revenue  of  12,000 
livres  ;  this  deferves  attention." — "  No  doubt  it 
would,  if  what  you  fay  were  true." — "  I  can 
fiiow  you  all  I  have  faid  to  you,  written  by  the 
hand  of  the  Minifter  himfelf;  and  I  mould  not 
have  mentioned  it  to  you,  had  I  not  been  ex- 
prefsly  commiffioned  by  him  to  do  it." — "  Oh  ! 
that  alters  the  cafe." — "  Well !  what  anfwer  mall 
I  give?" — (<  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay  that  a  good 
Abbey  would  not  give  me  a  very  great  plea- 
fure." — ff  That's  right,  and  you  may  depend  up- 
on having  one ;  but  may  the  Miniftry  alfo  depend 
upon  your  fervices?"- — w  Of  courfe ;  and  if  they 
will  liften  to  me  they  will  be  guilty  of  fewer  fol- 
lies."— "  Then  I  may  write  to  the  Archbifhop  of 
Sens  that  you  accept  the  Abbey,  and  fo  forth." — 
<c  Yes,  certainly ;  but  when  is  this  to  take 
place?" — "  Immediately  after  the  clofing  of  our 
Provincial  Aflembly.  You  muft  go*to  Verfailles, 
where  you  will  fee  the  ArchbHhopj  converfe 
with  him  upon  the  fubjec\  and  in  the  next  ar- 
rangement of  the  lift  you  will  be  appointed." 

^rom  that  moment  the  Abbe  Sieyes  entirely 
changed  his  tone  in  the  AfTembly,  to  the  great 
aftoniftiment  of  thofe  who  were  unacquainted  with 

his 
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his  fecret.  They  continued  fitting  for  about  fix 
weeks  longer.  H  ardly  were  they  broke  up  when  the 
Abbe  Sieyes  repaired  to  Verlailles,  and  prefented 
himfelf  at  the  Hotel  of  the  Archbifliop  of  Sens. 
During  two  hours  he  waited  in  vain  in  the  anti- 
chamber  for  the  moment  when  he  mould  be  intro- 
duced into  the  Minifter's  clofet.  At  length  finding 
that  he  was  not  fent  for,  he  defired  a  fervant  to 
go  and  announce  him  again ;  but  by  that  he  gained 
nothing,  for  all  the  anfwer  brought  back  by  the 
fervant  was,  that  his  Lordfhip  was  very  bufy,  and 
could  not  fee  any  body.  The  Abbe,  convinced 
that  he  had  been  made  game  of,  went  away  exaf- 
perated  at  the  Cardinal,  and  fadly  vexed  at  hav- 
ing yielded  fo  eafily  to  corruption,  efpecially  as 
he  had  experienced  all  the  ftiame  without  reaping 
any  of  the  profit  of  it.  He  haftened  to  the 
Abbe  de  Cezargesf  related  his  adventure,  and 
reproached  him  very  bitterly  for  having  made 
himfelf  the  inftrument  of  fo  abominable  a  piece 
of  treachery.,  The  Abbe  de  Cezarges  did  all  he 
could  to  appeafe  his  anger,  and  to  perfuade  him 
that  the  Archbifhop's  mind  could  not  be  changed: 
he  promifed  him  to  go  and  fee  the  Minifter  in 
thecourfe  of  the  day,  and  afcertain  his  intentions. 
It  was  not  till  he  heard  of  the  Abbe  Sieyes's  great 
rage  that  the  Archbifliop  remembered  the  promifes 
he  had  defired  to  be  made  to  him  more  than  fix 
weeks  before,  or  even  his  name,  which  he  had 
almoft  forgotten.  "  Let  him  know  (faid  he  to 
"  the  Abbe  de  Cezarges)  that  I  was  ignorant  of 

"  his 
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"  his  being  at  Verfailles,  and  that  my  fervant 
"  having  mifunderftood,  or  not  retaining  his 
name,  had  pronounced  it  in  fuch  a  bungling 
tf  manner,  that  it  had  been  impoffible  for  me  to 
"  guefs  it  was  he  who  was  announced.  Let  him 
"  come  again  to  fee  me,  and  I  will  make  my 
<f  peace  with  him.'* 

This  converfation,  with  the  particulars  of 
which  the  Abbe  Sieyes  was  next  day  informed, 
appealing  his  wrath,  and  reviving  his  hopes  a 
little,  he  agreed  to  pay  a  fecond  vifit  to  the 
Archbifhop  of  Sens,  Unfortunately  he  went  the 
day  on  which  the  Minifter  gave  a  public  audi- 
ence, and  when  of  courfe  every  body  who  wifhed 
to  fee  or  to  fpeak  to  him,  went,  without  being  an- 
nounced, into  the  Hall  as  foon  as  the  doors  of  it 
were  opened.  The  Archbifhop  having  never 
feen  this  Abbe,  and  being  as  little  apprifed  of 
his  fecond  vifit  as  he  had  been  of  his  firft,  paid 
him  no  attention,  and  perhaps  took  him  for  one 
of  thofe  bufy-bodies  who  are  often  feen  at  the 
levees  of  Ministers,  though  they  have  nothing  to 
fay  to  them,  and  who  attend  chiefly  to  fay  that 
they  had  been  there.  The  Abbe  Sieyes  being  to- 
tally ignorant  of  the  ceremony  of  Minifterial 
audiences,  waited  and  waited  in  vain  for  the 
Archbifhop's  coming  up  to  him.  The  Minifter 
concluded  his  levee  according  to  cuftom,  as  foon 
as  thofe  who  went  to  fpeak  to  him  had  faid  all 
they  had  to  fay,  and  retired  to  his  clofet,  leaving 

the 
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the  Abbe  Sieyes  in  the  Hall,  confounded,  trans- 
ported with  rage,  and  more  convinced  than 
ever  that  he  had  been  made  a  dupe.  He  went 
off  curfing  the  Archbifhop  of  Sens,  and  fwearing 
to  be  revenged  for  fo  atrocious  a  perfidy.  The 
Abbe  Cezarges  tried  without  effect  to  bring  him 
to  reafori,  and  to  juftify  the  Minifter ;  but  he  re- 
peatedly anfwered,  "  Say  no  more  of  that  man  to 
me  !  He  is  a  villain !  he  fhall  know — he  fhall  know 
whom  he  has  to  deal  with."  He  accordingly 
fome  time  after  publifhed  his  firft  pamphlet,  en- 
titled, "  Moyens  d' Execution in  which  he  infert- 
ed  the  moft  virulent  declamation  that  had  ever 
been  made  againft  the  Archbifhop  of  Sens. 

This  anecdote  was  told  by  the  Abbe  Cezarges 
to  many  of  his  friends,  who  have  repeated  it  to 
me  with  the  fame  circumftances.  It  was  alfo  con- 
firmed to  me  by  M.  de  L  ,  the  member  of 
the  Provincial  AfTembly  of  Orleans,  whom  I 
mentioned  to  have  been  the  perfon  who  advifed 
the  Archbifhop  of  Sens  to  gain  the  Abbe  Sieyes, 
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Note  relative  to  the  Cardinal  de  Rohan,  his  Arrejl, 
and  the  celebrated  Affair  of  the  Necklace. 

The  Cardinal  de  Rohan  being,  as  High  Almo- 
ner of  France,  at  the  head  of  the  Adminiftration 
of  the  Hofpital  of  Quinze-Vingts* ,  had  made  fuch 
advantageous  reforms  and  improvements  in  that 
eftablifhment,  that  he  had  confiderably  increafed 
the  number  of  the  perfons  admitted,  who  were 
the  blind,  thofe  being  the  objects  of  the  cha- 
rity, which  was  founded  by  St.  Louis.  The  King, 
who  always  took  great  intereft  in  whatever  could 
contribute  to  the  good  of  humanity  in  general, 
and  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  particular,  faw 
with  great  fatisfa&ion  the  happy  effects  of  the 
changes  wrought  by  the  High  Almoner;  and 
being  defiroUs  of  fecuring  them  liability,  by  ap- 
pointing to  the  fuperintendance  perfons  of  fome 
refpe&ability  and  knowledge,  his  Majefty  for 
that  purpofe  added  a  Counsellor  of  State  and 
three  Matters  of  Requefts  to  the  Council  of  Ad- 
miniftration of  the  Quinze-Vingts ;  among  the 
members  of  which,  previous  to  this  addition, 
there  were  two  Clerks- Counfellors,  of  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Paris.    A  little  while  after,  a  wretched 

*  So  called  from  the  original  number  of  the  charitable  ob- 
jects received  into  the  Hofpital,  which  was  300: — before  the 
Revolution  it  had  increafed  to  above  800. 
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intrigue,  the  details  of  which  would  lead  me  too 
far,  caufed  fuch  a  difagreement  among  the  Direc- 
tors, that  the  two  Counfellors  from  the  Parliament 
dropped  their  attendance  at  the  Council,  and  gave 
in  their  refignation  by  a  public  deed ;  in  which 
they  declared,  that  they  could  not  with  honour 
keep  their  places  in  the  Adminiftration.  They 
added  fome  articles  in  fupport  of  their  declara- 
tion refpe&ing  feveral  pretended  violations  of 
the  ftatutes,  with  fome  charges,  more  or  lefs  feri- 
ous,  againft  the  principal  perfons  employed  by 
the  Cardinal  de  Rohan.    Two  of  the  Matters  of 
Requefts,  who  had  been  appointed  members  of 
the  Council,   apprehending  that  their  delicacy 
might  be  called  in  queftion  if  they  retained  an 
office  which  two  other  Magiftrates  declared  they 
could  not  undertake  with  honour,  determined  very 
wifely  to  confult  the  Court  of  Requefts.  There 
the  meeting  of  the  Matters  referred  the  bufinefs 
to  a  Committee,  of  which  I  was  appointed  Re- 
porter.   I  went  the  very  day  this  took  place  to 
the  Hotel  of  the  Cardinal  de  Rohan,  with  whom  I 
was  not  at  all  acquainted.     I  told  him  the  nature 
of  my  vifit,  and  afked  if  he  would  allow  me  to 
look  over  the  regifters  of  the  Adminiftration  of 
the  Ouinze-Vmgts,  and  all  the  papers  I  might  want, 
in  order  to  inveftigate  the  fafts  ftated  by  the  arti- 
cles in  the  refignation  of  the  two  Counfellors. 
Far  from  giving  the  flighted  oppofition  to  my  re- 
queft,  he  appeared  to  wifh  exceedingly  that  the 
affair  fliould  undergo  a  rigorous  fcrutiny.  The 
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next  day  he  fent  me  the  regifters  and  papers  I  had 
afked  for,  with  a  meffage  to  fay  that  he  had  di- 
reQed  the  Abbe  Georgel,  his  Grand  Vicar,  to 
give  me  every  information  I  required.  On  the 
Monday  following,  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals, 
whom  I  faw  at  Verfailles,  fpoke  a  great  deal  of 
this  affair  to  me,  and  of  the  great  intereft  which 
the  King  took  in  it;  recommending  it  to  me  to 
examine  it  thoroughly,  and  enable  him  as  foon  as 
poffible  to  give  an  account  of  it  to  his  Majefty, 
who  was  very  anxious  to  know  whether  the 
charges  laid  againft  the  Adminiflration  of  the 
Quinze-Vingts  were  or  were  not  well  founded. 

This  bufinefs  redounded  completely  to  the 
honour  of  the  Cardinal  de  Rohan :  the  Adminif- 
tration  of  the  Quinze-Vingts  was  fully  juftified  by 
their  regifters ;  and  all  the  charges  brought 
againft  it  in  the  refignation  of  the  two  Counfel- 
lors  were  found  very  infignificant,  or  completely 
refuted  by  the  papers  and  refolutions,  to  which 
was  annexed  the  fignature  of  thofe  very  Magif- 
irates,  whofe  fcruples  were  evidently  frivolous. 

After  this  affair,  I  continued  from  time  to 
time  to  fee  the  Cardinal  de  Rohan,  from  whom  I 
received  very  great  civilities.  He  foon  placed  fo 
much  confidence  in  me  as  to  fpeak  to  me  with  the 
utmoft  franknefs  upon  all  his  concerns,  and  par- 
ticularly about  his  fituation  at  Court.  I  faw  that 
he  was  fincerely  attached  to  the  King,  and  very 
grateful  for  the  concern  which  his  Majefty  had 
deigned  to  mow  at  the  clamour  that  had  been 
i  '  raifed 
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raifed  againft  him  refpe&ing  the  adminiftration 
of  the  Quinze-Vingts :  but  the  Queen  was  far 
from  treating  him  with  equal  goodnefs ;  which 
gave  him  great  uneafinefs.    I  did  not  know,  nor 
did  he  ever  tell  me,  in  what  he  had  difpleafed  her 
Majefty ;  but  the  Abbe  Georgel,  with  whom  I 
converfed  about  it,  informed  me,  "  That  the  Car- 
*f  dinal  during  his  embaffy  at  Vienna  had  writ- 
"  ten  to  the  Due  d' Aigaillon,  then  Minifter  of 
H  Foreign  Affairs,  a  confidential  letter,  in  which 
tf  he  had  paffed  fome  jefts  upon  the  Emprefs 
ft  (Maria  There/a ) ;  that  that  Minifter  had  been  fo 
"  indifcreet  as  to  give  the  letter  to  Madame  Dw- 
"  barry>  who  did  not  fcruple  to  read  it  aloud  at  a 
"  fupper  file  gave  to  a  party,  with  whom  fhe  inde- 
$f  cently  made  a  laugh  at  it ;  that  as  fhe  told  no- 
"  bodv  that  the  letter  was  written  to  the  Minif- 
"  ter,  it  was  generally  fuppofed  to  be  written  to 
"  herfelf;  that  it  was  fo  reported  in  the  account 
?<  which  was  given  to  the  Queen  of  what  paffed 
"  at  the  fupper;  and  that  her  Majefty,  highly 
il  difpleafed  that  the  Emprefs  her  mother  mould 
*{  have  been  made  the  fubjeel;  of  laughter  for 
'  u  Madame  Dubarry  and  her  guefts,  had  never  for- 
f  given  the  Cardinal  that  letter." 

I  faw  but  little  hopes  of  an  offence  of  this 
nature  being  either  repaired  or  forgotten;  and 
however  concerned  I  felt  for  the  Cardinal's  un- 
eafinefs, of  which  he  was  conftantly  talking  to 
me,  I  did  not  know  how  to  advife  him.  One 
day  I  called  upon  him  juft  jthe  returned  from 
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-  Verfailles ;  this  was  about  three  months  before 
his  arreft:  as  he  appeared  unufually  gay  and  fa- 
tisfied,  I  afked  if  he  had  any  good  news  to  tell 
me?  "  Yes,  yes,  (replied  he)  excellent,  and  fuch 
"  as  I  hope  will  give  you  great  pleafure  ;  but 
f*  firft  give  me  your  word  that  you  will  keep  what 
"  1  am  going  to  tell  you  a  profound  fecret." — 
"  Certainly." — "  I  think  (continued  he)  that  you 
ff  have  felt  a  real  concern  for  the  Queen's  dif- 
ff  pleafure  againft  me — let  me  tell  you  then,  that 
"  a  change  is  taking  place." — *f  I  give  you  joy 
ff  with  all  my  heart ;  but  do  you  not  flatter  your- 
"  felf?  Have  you  feen  the  Queen?  or  has  fhe 
"  written  to  you  ?'' — <£  No,  but  I  am  to  fee  her 
"  on  Wednefday  next,  I  fhall  return  on  Thurf- 
"  day-evening,  and  if  you  will  be  here  about 
tf  nine  o'clock  you  mail  know  all ;  I  can  tell  you 
"  no  more  about  it  at  prefent."  I  was  very 
punctual,  and  was  forry  to  find  that  the  Cardinal's 
appointment  with  the  Queen,  which  he  expe6ted 
on  Wednefday,  had  not.  been  kept.  He  had 
been  told  that  her  Majefty  had,  on  account  of  the 
noife  that  her  reconciliation  with  him  would 
make,  and  of  the  alterations  that  mud  take  place, 
thought  it  proper  to  wait  till  the  King  of  Sweden's 
departure,  which  was  fixed  for  the  beginning  of 
the  next  week,  and  to  poftpone  the  appointment 
that  had  been  made  for  Wednefday  of  the  pre- 
ceding week,  till  the  Friday  of  the  one  following. 
This  delay  gave  the  Cardinal  the  lefs  uneafinefs, 
as  at  the  time  he  was  informed  of  it  he  was  alfo 
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affured,  in  the  moft  pofitive  manner,  that  the 
Queen's  difpofition  towards  him  became  every 
day  more  and  more  favourable.    "  And  have 
"  thefe  affurances  (faid  I)  been  given  to  you  by 
"  any  one  on  whom  you  can  perfectly  rely  ?" — 
"  Yes,  perfectly,  and  if  I  could  but  tell  you  who, 
"  you  would  not  be  lefs  fatisfied  than  I  am  :  a 
"  woman,  formed  to  poflefs  the  complete  confi- 
"  dence  of  the  Queen,  who  frequently  fpends 
*?  whole  hours  alone  with  her,  and,  being  much 
"  attached  to  me,  has  both  with  zeal  and  addrefs 
"  feized  every  opportunity  of  weakening  the  pre- 
"  judices  her  Majefty  had  conceived  againft  me  ; 
"  and  fhe  has  happily  fucceeded  in  conquering 
"  them.    The  affair  of  the  Quinze-Vingts,  or  ra- 
"  ther  the  manner  in  which  the  King  mentioned 
"  it  before  the  Queen,  had  prepared  the  way,  and 
"  convinced  her  that  I  was  not  a  worthlefs  fel- 
"  low.    Her  friend,  who  knows  her  better  than 
"  any  one  elfe,  finding  this  favourable  difpofition 
P  in  her,  has  very  ably  kept  it  up  and  increafed 
"  it;  fometimes  by  mingling  in  her  converfation 
f-  flight  exprefiions  which  produce  great  effe-fts ; 
??  fometimes  by  fpeaking,  though  always  with  an 
"  air  of  indifference,  of  fome  unhappy  families 
M  whom  I  have  relieved.    You  do  not  know  how 
"  much  any  thing  of  a  beneficent  nature  affeas 
"  the  Queen :  it  is  inconceivable  what  fhe  gives 
"  away;  it  is  immenfe,  and  yet  not  equal  to  what 
"  fhe  would  give,  as  fhe  has  a  fixed  fum  for  her 
monthly  expences,  and  when  that  is  expended, 
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f«  me  is  under  the  neceffity  of  poftponing  her 
t%  bounties  till  the  month  following.  The  lady  I 
"  allude  to  has  done  me  the  fervice  of  pointing 
n  out  to  me  very  opportunely  perfons  patronifed 
"  by  her  Majefty,  and  who  were  experiencing 
"  great  embarraflments  while  waiting  her  relief; 
<c  you  may  believe  that  I  was  eager  to  fupply 
"  them,  and  largely/'— "  But  are  you  fure  the 
?c  Queen  heard  of  it  «  Certainly;  for  my 
"  money  went  through  her  friend's  hands.  This 
"  i§  the  caufe  of  her  Majefty's  efteeming  me  gra- 
"  dually  more  and  more,  and  to  fuch  a  degree  as 
"  to  give  me,  in  preference  to  all  devoted  to 
"  her,  the  greateft  mark  of  confidence  poffible. 
"  You  will  be  very  much  furprifed  when  I  can 
"  tell  you  what  it  is." — «  And  when  will  that 
«  be  ?" — <'  On  Saturday  next  about  this  time,  as 
"  probably  the  affair  will  be  then  all  over : — do 
"  not  afk  me  any  thing  more  about  it  now.'' 

On  the  Saturday  the  Cardinal  returned  from 
Verfailles  without  having  feen  the  Queen  ;  having 
been  told  that  (he  was  fuddenly  taken  ill  with  a 
violent  head  ach  and  obliged  to  go  to  bed:  but 
at  the  fame  time  a  paper  was  given  to  him  from 
her,  "  which  (faid  he)  feals  the  confidence  her 
V  Majefty  has  in  me." 

A  third  appointment  failed  in  like  manner, 
under  pretence  of  the  Queen's  being  with  the 
Dauphin,  who  was  indifpofedj  but  on  putting 
him  off  for  another  week,  he  was  told  that  her 
Majefty  had  the  greateft  plans  in  view  for  him, 

and 
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and  was  thinking  of  nothing  lefs  than  having  him 
made  Prime  Minifter.  So  far  was  he  from  not 
believing  it,  that  he  was  alarmed  by  anticipation 
at  the  burden  and  difficulties  of  fo  important  an 
office.  I  too  from  this  moment  became  uneafy, 
but  from  very  different  motives:  I  was  afraid 
that  this  affair,  Hill  enveloped  in  fo  much  myf- 
tery,  might  prove  to  be  fome  Court  intrigue, 
fome  abominable  fnare  laid  for  the  Cardinal.  I 
told  him  my  fears,  which  he  turned  into  ridicule. 
"  What!  (faid  he)  do  you  take  me  for  a  child  or 
"  an    idiot  No,   certainly ;   but  without 

"  being  either  the  one  or  the  other,  you  may  be 
"  too  fanguine,  too  eafily  impofed  upon." — 
ft  Well !  well !  Come,  in  fpite  of  all  your  incre- 
(t  dulity  I  will  convince  you; — but  give  me 
u  your  word  not  to  fpeak  to  any  foul  alive  of 
ff  what  I  am  going  to  tell  you." — <(  You  may 
f1  depend  upon  me.'* — "  Let  us  go  into  my 
6S  clofet.  You  know  that  the  Queen  is  very 
?f  fond  of  fine  diamonds.  Some  time  ago  a  mag- 
"  nificent  necklace  was  mown  to  her,  which  me 
"  immediately  longed  to  have;  but  the  King 
"  thought  it  too  dear,  and  would  not  buy  it. 
f*  Still  me  longed  to  have  it.  As  fhe  could  not 
f?  pay  for  it  but  by  inftalments,  and  with  frequent 
*'  delays,  of  which  the  jewellers  would  not  run 
*'  the  rift,  it  was  neceffary  to  find  fome  perfon 
"  very  fecure  in  every  refpecl:,  who  would 
?'  fecretly  make  the  purchafe  for  her  Majefiy, 
"  and  who  was  in  a  fituation  to  anfwer  to  the 

"  trade f- 
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<l  tradefmen  for  the  payments.    The  friend,  of 
«  whom  I   have   fpoken  to  you,  pointed  me 
"  out,  and  undertook  to  make  the  propofal  to 
"  me.    I  embraced  it  without  hefitation,  as  you 
"  will  readily  imagine ;  and  this  is  the  ftate  of 
"  things.  —  Well!  Mr.  Incredulous!  what  fay 
"  you  now  ?" — tf  I  fay  that  I  cannot  comprehend 
e<  it  at  all.    How  can  the  Queen,  who  has  all 
cc  the  diamonds  of  the  Crown  at  her  conrfmand, 
'«  have  fo  great  a  defire  for  this  necklace?" — 
"  How  ?  Becaufe,  perhaps,  in  all  the  diamonds 
"  of  the  Crown  fo  perfeQ;  an  affortment  could 
<e  not  be  made  :  I  tell  you  there  cannot  be  finer 
c«  feen." — {t  Be  it  fo;  but  what  can  fhe  do  with 
"  the  Necklace  ?  for,  as  the  King  thought  it  too 
"  dear,  (he  certainly  will  not  think  of  wearing 
«e  it  in  his  prefence,  and  in  his  prefence  fhe  is, 
"  or  may  be,  every  moment." — u  I  cannot  tell 
"  you  whether  fhe  will  or  will  not  wear  it ;  per- 
«c  haps  fhe  may  wifh  to  make  a  prefent  of  it,  or 
"  to  keep  it  locked  up  till  fhe  has  a  favourable 
<c  moment  of  gaining  the  King's  approbation  of 
««  the  purchafe.    I  cannot  fay,  and  it  does  not 
"  become  me  to  queftion  her  on  thofe  topics." — 
«c  Certainly  not ;  but  I  hope  at  leaft  that  you  will 
tt  not  conclude  this  affair  without  having  feen 
"  the  Queen." — <s  Doubtlefs  not :  fee  her  I  muft 
**  to  deliver  the  Necklace  to  her." — "  Is  every 
"  thing  already  fettled  with  the  jewellers?"— 
"■Oh,  yes!  I  will  fhow  you  the  agreement  figned 
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"  by  her  Majefty,  and  all  the  articles  approved  in 
"  the  margin  by  her,  for  I  fee  you  do  not  be- 
"  lieve  a  word  of  what  I  am  telling  you." — 
"  Pardon  me,  but  in  affairs  fo  nice  as  this  I  am 
<c  fond  of  having  things  upon  paper." — "  Do 
"  you  know  the  Queen's  writing?"  faid  he  to 
me,  as  he  mowed  me  a  flight  paper  book  which 
he  took  out  of  his  defk.  "  I  do  not,"  I  re- 
plied, "  but  your  Eminence  ought  to  know  it 
«  well."— «  Oh,  perfectly:  Read!  read!"  I 
ran  my  eyes  haftily  over  the  conditions  of  this 
agreement,  which  was  figned  Marie  Antoinette  de 
FrancCy  and  I  certainly  faw  in  the  margin  oppofite 
each  article  the  word  approved,  written  in  a  fmall 
regular  hand  like  the  fignature.  "  Well  !*•  faid 
he  with  a  fatisfied  air,  "  do  you  begin  to  fee 
"  clear  ?»— <«  I  fee/'  faid  I,  "  if  this  be  the 
t(  Queen's  writing,  that  (he  writes  a  pretty  little 
<f  hand ;  but  I  think  you  have  undertaken  here 
"  a  very  ticklifh  commiffion." — "  You  will 
"  change  your  opinion,  when  you  fee  the  fequel ; 
"  have  patience  till  this  day  eight  days,  for  I  am 
"  pofitively  to  fee  the  Queen  next  week." 

This  certainly  had  no  other  foundation  than 
the  fame  promifes  with  which  the  Cardinal  had 
been  kept  in  fufpenfe  for  fix  weeks  before.  He 
went  to  Verfailles  and  returned  without  feeing 
her  Majefty  j  the  reafon  given  was,  that  the  King 
had  panned  the  whole  evening  with  herj  and  the 
Cardinal  admitted  this  account  with  an  eafe  and 
confidence  that  aftoniflied  me.    I  exprelfed  to 
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him  great  uneafinefs  at  his  fituation.    "  And  has 
"  not  the  Queen  even  written  to  you  ?*'  faid  I. 
*'  Have  notyouafingle  letter  from  heron  this  bufi- 
<f  nefs?'" — "  No  j  but  (he  has  made  her  friend  write 
"  to  me,  and  that's  the  fame  thing.    I  will  fhow 
you  a  letter  that  will  fatisfy  you.'*  He  opened 
a  fmall  prefs  in  an  angle  between  the  fire-place 
and  the  window,  and,  taking  out  a  handful  of  leu 
(       read  me  one  of  them,  about  a  page  and  a 
half  long.    It  was  an  inexplicable  piece  of  am- 
biguity, which  I  had  no  fooner  read  than  I  faicl 
to  the  Cardinal  with  warmth — "  If  it  he  not,  my 
u  Lord,  the   moft    refpefclable  woman  in  the 
"  Kingdom  who  has  written  this  letter,  you  are 
"  fliamefully  played  upon.    What  does  all  this 
"  fignify  ?  There  are  expreflions  in  it  which  may 
"  apply  to  fome  circumftances  relative  to  the 
"  Necklace,  when  we  know  them,  but  they  may 
<c  as  well  and  better  be  applied  to  a  hundred 
"  other  ftories :  in  fhort,  this  letter  is  fo  inappli- 
C£  cable,  that  happen  what  will,  you  can  make  no 
"  ufe  of  it ;  and  I  am  convinced  that  the  perfon 
u  who  wrote  it  had  this  in  view.'' — "  Fie!  do 
cc  not  talk  in  that  manner.    You  would  fpeak 
"  very  differently  if  you  knew  how  much  that 
"  perfon  is  in  every  refpe£l  above  all  fufpi- 
"  cion ;  befides,  have  not  you  feen  the  agree- 
"  ment  figned  and  approved  by  the  Queen  ?"  — 
"  Yes ;  but  as  I  am  unacquainted  with  her  Ma- 
"  jefty's  writing,  which  may  very  well  have  been 
f*  forged,  and  alfo  with  the  lady  fo  eftimable, 
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"  and  who  may  be  much  lefs  fo  than  you  ima- 
"  gine,  I  am  more  apprehenfive  than  ever  that 
il  this  affair  may  turn  out  very  troublefome  to 
"  you.  There  is  but  one  thing  that  can  remove 
«  my  fears;  and  that  is,  as  you  have  not  yet  deli- 
"  vered  the  Necklace,  that  you  promife  me,  and 
"  I  conjure  you,  not  to  part  with  it  but  to  the 
"  Queen  herfelf." — "  I  do  promife  you,  and  fo 
'«  you  may  be  eafy  :  indeed  you  would  be  per- 
"  fe£tly  fo,  if  you  knew  the  name  of  the  perfon  ; 
u  all  I  can  tell  you  is,  that  there  is  not  a  more 
"  diftinguifhed  one  in  the  Kingdom." 

Two  days  after  this  I  went  into  Britany,  where 
I  had  not  been  fix  weeks  before  I  learned,  by  the 
public  papers,  that  the  Cardinal  was  arretted, 
without  any  particulars  of  the  caufe  of  fo  extra- 
ordinary an  event;  but  it  was  not  difficult  for  me 
to  guefs  it. 

The  circumftances  given  in  evidence  are  all  that 
have  been  certainly  known.  What  I  have  here  re- 
lated could  not  be  proved  but  by  my  teftimony, 
which  was  not  taken,  or  by  Madame  La  Mothe's 
correfpondence,  and  that  was  burnt  an  hour  after 
the  Cardinal's  arreft.  He  was  fo  thoroughly  con- 
vinced that  that  correfpondence  contained  the 
Queen's  fecret,  and  that  the  feverity  with  which 
her  Majefty  had  treated  him  before  the  King  was 
a  proof  of  the  '  implicit  confidence  fhe  had  in 
his  difcretion,  that,  inftead  of  attempting  to  juf- 
tify  himfelf  to  the  King,  he  only  thought  of  not 
expofing  the  Queen.    After  confirming,  fome- 
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times  by  his  filence,  fometimes  by  the  embar- 
raflment  of  his  replies  to  their  Majefties'  quef- 
tions,  a  charge  that  could  not  but  excite  their 
indignation  againft  him,  his  firft  care,  the  mo- 
ment he  was  arretted,  was  to  difpatch  one  of  his 
people  poll  to  Paris,  with  an  order  to  open  the 
prefs  in  his  clofet  which  contained  all  Madame 
La  Mothe's  letters,  and  to  burn  them.  This  or- 
der he  delivered  to  his  man  in  German,  that  he 
might  not  be  underftood  by  the  Officer  who 
went  with  him  from  the  King's  chamber  to  the 
apartments  occupied  by  the  High  Almoner  in 
the  Palace.  An  Adjutant  of  the  Gardes-dic-Corps} 
was  charged  to  take  him  firft  to  Paris  to  feizc 
his  papers,  and  then  to  the  Baftille. 

By  deftroying  this  correfpondence  the  Cardi- 
nal loft  the  moft  important  papers  for  his  juftifi- 
cation ;  for  they  would  have  fhown  the  manoeu- 
vres, the  profound  and  ftudied  fubtilty  pra&ifed 
by  the  moft  intriguing  of  women,  to  convince 
him  of  the  kindnefs,  extreme  confidence,  and 
friendfhip  which  the  Oueen  beftowed  upon  her; 
of  the  effential  fervice  it  was  in  her  power  to 
render  him  with  her  Majefty,  and  the  like.  Had 
this  point  been  cleared  up,  the  obfcurity  in  which 
the  affair  remained  enveloped  would  have  been 
difpelled.  It  would  have  been  evident  to  all, 
that  the  Cardinal,  far  from  being  feduced  by  the 
ambitious  and  criminal  hopes  of  which  he  was 
accufed,  had  no  other  obje£t  in  view  than  to 
gain  the  Queen's  good  opinion,  by  lending  her 
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his  credit  for  the  purchafe  of  a  Necklace,  which 
he  could  not  but  believe  (he  wifhed  very  much 
to  poffefs,  as  the  fa6l  was  attefted  to  him,  not 
/  only  by*fc  perfon  who  he  thought  had  received 

the  commiffion  exprefsly  from  her  Majefty,  but 
by  a  writing  which  he  imagined  to  be  figned  and 
approved  by  the  Queen. 

It  has  been  very  inconfiderately  fuppofed  that 
the  Cardinal  was  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
Queen's  writing,  and  particularly  her  fignature, 
to  be  fo  grofsly  deceived  in  it.  He  had  never 
received  a  letter  from  her  Majefty,  and  could 
never  have  feen  her  writing,  or  rather  her  figna- 
ture, but  twice  or  thrice  in  a  hurry  on  the  re- 
gifters  of  baptifm;  and  does  it  therefore  follow 
that  he  could  have  preferved  fo  accurate  a  re- 
membrance of  it,  asrto  know  it  long  after,  though 
written  in  a  different  manner,  or  with  different 
pens?  It  was  faid  that  at  lead  he  knew  that  the 
Queen's  fignature  was  Marie  Antoinette,  and  not 
Marie  Antoinette  de  France.  It  was  doubtlefs 
poffible  for  him  to  have  obferved  this  from  the 
regifters  of  baptifm  ;  but  it  was  alfo  poffible  for 
him  not  to  have  attended  to  it,  or,  if  he  did,  to 
have  imagined  that  the  Queen  might  fign  differ- 
ently in  public  regifters  and  private  deeds.  Nay, 
how  could  he  fufpe£l  it,  when  he  had  in  his  hands 
a  deed  that  he  muft  as  firmly  have  believed  to 
have  been  figned  by  the  Queen,  as  if  he  had  feen 
her  write  her  name  to  it.  becaufe  a  part  of  the 
firft  inflalment  to  which  the  inftrument  bound 
3  her 
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her  Majefty,  was  paid  on  her  account  into  the 
Cardinal's  own  hands  by  Madame  La  Mothe  ? 

The  mod  moderate  cenfurer  of  the  Cardinal's 
conduct,  mult  have  blamed  the  excefs  of  his  cre- 
dulity ;  but  to  judge  in  what  degree  he  deferved 
this  cenfure,  it  would  have  been  neceffary  to 
know  all  the  art  praftifed  by  Madame  La  Mothe 
to  make  herfelf  mitlrefs  of  his  confidence,  which 
unfortunately  for  him  it  was  but  too  eafy  both  to 
gain  and  to  keep.  Being  abfent  from  Court, 
and  from  Paris,  a  great  part  of  the  year,  he 
knew  Madame  La  Mothe  only  by  her  genea- 
logy *,  by  the  patronage  fhe  had  received  from 
the  King  and  Queen,  and  by  the  favourable  ac- 
counts given  of  her  to  him  by  all  perfons  whofe 
good  offices  flie  had  managed  to  fecure.  Finding 
her  fprightly  and  amiable,  the  Cardinal  was  na- 
turally led  to  believe  that  thofe  qualities,  which 

*  The  genealogy  of  the  dame  Valo'is  de  la  Mothe,  according 
to  the  molt  authentic  titles,  and  certified  by  the  gencalogift 
DHozicr  de  Berigny,  King  of  Arms  in  France,  derives  her 
defcent  from  Hairy  Fakis  de  St.  Rem},  the  natural  fon  of 
Henry  II.  and  of  Nieola  de  Sawgny.  The  Duke  de  Cerejle 
Bazncas  undertook  to  prefent  a  Memorial  to  the  Queen  and  to 
M.  de  Maurepas,  in  favour  of  the  Bemolfelle  de  Valo'is  and  her 
brother,  whom  Madame  de  Boulainvlllkrs  had  found  at  Paffi 
aiking  charity,  and  whom  Die  had  brought  up  at  her  own  ex- 
pence.  The  King  granted  them  penfions.  The  young  Valo'is, 
who  was  ferving  in  the  navy  as  a  failor,  was  immediately  made 
an  Officer,  and  took  the  title  of  Baron  de  Valo'is.  He  proved 
as  worthlefs  as  his  filter,  but  with  lefs  ability:  he  died  before 
her- 
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the  name  of  Valois  rauft  render  ftill  more  inter- 
efting  in  the  eyes  of  the  Queen,  had  gained  Ma- 
dame La  Mothc  her  Majefty's  affeaion,  and  im- 
plicit confidence.  Moil  of  thofe  who  have  caft 
the  greateft  cenfure  on  the  Cardinal  would  per- 
haps have  fallen  as  blindly  into  the  fame  fault, 
had  the  fame  fnares  been  laid  for  them. 

The  feverity,  as  unmerited  as  impolitic,  with 
which  this  error  was  punilhed  would  be  a  (tain 
upon  the  memory  of  Louis  XVI.  had  he  not  been 
entirely  ignorant  of  all  the  facts  I  have  been  re- 
lating ;  had  not  the  Minifter  *  who  was  the  in- 
former, or  reporter  of  the  information  againft 
the  Cardinal,  no  doubt  more  induced  by  his  zeal 
than  by  his  former  enmity  to  the  High  Almoner, 
reprefented  this  affair  to  their  Majefties  in  all  the 
odious  lights  in  which  it  could  be  placed;  and 
had  he  not  painted  it  as  fo  ferious  an  offence 
againft  the  honour  of  the  Queen,  or  at  leaft  fo 
calculated  to  implicate  her,  that  the  flighteft  in- 
dulgence might  caft  a  fufpicion  of  connivance  on 
her  Majefty.    The  King  confidered  the  Cardi- 
nal, and  could  not  do  otherwife,  as  guilty  of 
High  Treafon;  for,  according  to   the  laws  of 
France,  the  crime  of  which  he  was  accufed  came 
under  that  defcription  ;  and  in  being  fo  pointedly 
harm  to  him,  his  Majefty  meant  to  make  the 
moft  lawful  ufe  of  his  authority,  and  at  the  fame 


*  The  Baron  de  Breteutf. 
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time  fuch  as  the  Queen's  honour  imperioufly  pre- 
ferred. 

This  exertion  of  power  was  certainly  unme- 
rited, and  its  confequences  have  fufficiently 
proved  that  it  was  no  lefs  impolitic.  It  was 
humbling  unnecerTarily  a  powerful  and  numerous 
family,  whofe  rank,  alliances,  refpe&ability,  and 
fervices  deferved  confideration;  it  was  alienating 
the  firft  Noblemen  of  the  Kingdom,  and  alarm- 
ing every  body ;  it  was,  in  fhort,  preparing  and 
facilitating  the  Revolution,  by  awaking  ideas  of 
defpotifm  which  the  reign  of  Louis  XVI.  had 
buried  in  oblivion,  and  by  exciting  a  general 
defire  of  feeing  the  Royal  authority  limited. — 
This  defire,  fo  uanimoufly  expreffed  in  the  in- 
ftructions  of  the  r Bailiwicks,  would  have  been 
confidered  as  an  abfurdity  had  it  not  been  for 
th  is  incident  of  the  Cardinal  de  Rohan;  and  yet 
it  was  by  ftriving  to  accomplish,  it,  or  at leaft  un- 
der that  pretence,  that  the  Monarchy  was  over- 
thrown. It  may  then  be  well  faid,  that  the  un- 
fortunate affair  of  the  Cardinal  de  Rohan  is  not 
lefs  connected  with  the  Hiftory  of  the  Revolution 
than  with  that  of  the  Baftille. 
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Rtcit  fait,  le  16  Juillet  1789,  a  V Assembled 
Rationale,  par  M.  Mounier,  ??iembre 
de  la  deputation  qu'elle  avoit  envoyce  & 
Paris  le  jour  precedent. 


Me  s  s  i  e  u  r  9',  les  commissaires  nommes  par 
l'Assemblee  Nationale,  pour  contribuer  au  reta- 
.  blissement  du  calme  dans  la  ville  de  Paris,  sont 
partis  hier  de  Versailles,  a  trois  heures  apres  midi. 
Dans  le  lieu  meme  de  leur  depart,  les  acclama- 
tions, les  applaudissemens  commencerent,  et  des 
ce  moment  ils  ne  cesserent  plus. 

Pendant  toute  la  route,  le  peuple  se  rendoit  en 
foule  sur  leur  passage,  les  combloit  de  benedic- 
tions, et  se  livroit  a  tous  les  transports  de  la  plus 
vive  allegresse.  Les  militaires  partageoient  les 
memes  sentimens.  Officiers  et  soldats,  etrangers 
et  fran9ois,  tous  paroissoient  animes  du  meme 
esprit.  Tous  les  regards  exprimoient  lattendris- 
sement,  toutes  les  bouches,  le  patriotisme  et  1'hu- 
manite.    Nous  marchions  au  milieu  d'une  foule 
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immense,  mais  nous  ne  pouvions  y  avoir  que  des 
amis  et  des  freres. 

Entres  dans  Paris,  une  brigade  de  marechaus* 
see,  des  gardes  de  la  prevote  et  un  trompette 
qui  nous  avoient  joints  sur  la  route,  marchoient 
devant  nous,  et  annon$oient  Farrivee  des  deputes. 
Des  bourgeois  armes,  meles  avec  des  soldats,nous 
environnoient  pour  former  notre  cortege. 

Arrives  a  la  place  Louis  XV,  nous  descendons 
de  nos  voitures.  Une  garde  nombreuse  nous 
escorte :  un  peuple  innombrable  s'offre  de  tous 
cotes  a  nos  regards.  Les  bourgeois  et  les  soldats 
armes,  sont  ranges  en  haie  sur  notre  passage. 
Les  spectateurs  tachent  de  donner  essor  au  sen- 
timent qui  les  oppresse,  par  tous  les  signes  de  la 
plus  vive  affection.  C'est  pour  eux  une  vive  jouis- 
sance  que  de  serrer  les  mains  d'un  des  membres 
de  l'Assemblee  Nationale.  L'air  est  incessam- 
ment  frappe  des  applaudissemens,  des  cris  de 
joie,  auxquels  se  joint  le  bruit  des  tambours  et 
des  instrumens  de  musique.  Les  citoyens  se  fe- 
licitent,  s'embrassent  reciproquement.  Tous  les 
yeux  sont  mouilles  de  larmes ;  par  tout  se  montre 
l'ivresse  du  sentiment.  De  toutes  parts  on  s'ecrie, 
vive  le  Boi,  vive  la  Nation,  vive  les  Deputes  t 

Jamais  fete  publique  ne  fut  aussi  belle,  aussi 
touchante ;  jamais  on  ne  vit  des  milliers  de  cito- 
yens se  presser  ainsi  sur  les  pas  de  leurs  repre- 
sentans,  pour  contempler  dans  cette  marche  au- 
guste  et  solennelle,  1'image  de  la  liberte.  L'his- 
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toire  n'oftre  point  de  pareil  exemple,  l'histoire 
ne  parviendra  jamais  a  retracer  ce  que  nous  avons 
vu,  et  sur-tout  ce  que  nous  avons  senth 

Arrives  a  l'Hotel-de-Ville,  quel  beau  spectacle 
se  presente !  La  place  est  couverte  d'une  foule 
prodigieuse  de  citoyens  armes  et  non  armes.  Les 
memes  acclamations  que  nous  avions  entendues 
sur  notre  passage,  sont  sans  cesse  repetees.  En- 
tres  dans  la  salle  principale,  la  foule  est  si  nom* 
breuse,  elle  est  si  transportee  de  joie,  que  le  si- 
lence s'obtient  avec  peine.  Enfin,  M.  le  marquis 
de  la  Fayette  annonce  que  le  Roi  est  venu  au  mi- 
lieu de  l'Assemblee  Nationale,  sans  pompe,  sans 
appareil.  U  leur  fait  lecture  du  discours  que  le 
Roi  a  prononce ;  il  leur  rappelle  les  temoignages 
d'amour  et  de  sensibilite  donnes  au  monarque  par 
les  represcntans  de  la  Nation,  et  ce  beau  moment 
ou  Sa  Majeste  est  retournee  a  pied  au  chateau, 
au  milieu  de  1'Assemblee  Nationale  et  des  ha- 
bitans  de  Versailles,  garde  par  leur  amour  et  leur 
inviolable  fidelite. 

On  repond  par  de  nombreux  applaudissemens 
et  des  cris  de  vtve  le  Roi!  Ensuite,  M.  le  comte 
de  Lally-Tollendal  prend  la  parole.  Apres  avoir 
donne  au  patriotisme,  a  la  fermete  des  Parisiens, 
un  juste  tribut  d'eloges  ;  apres  avoir  exprime  la 
douleur  qu'avoient  eprouve  les  representans  de  la 
Nation,  en  apprenant  les  malheurs  de  laCapitalej 
apres  avoir  decrit  les  scenes  touchantes  de  Ver- 
sailles, il  parle  de  la  liberte  et  de  la  patrie;  il  parle 
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du  Roi,  de  ses  vertus,  des  devoirs  des  Francis, 
avec  un  ton  si  noble,  si  propre  a  emouvoir,  avec 
tine  eloquence  si  persuasive,  que  la  foule  des  au- 
diteurs  est  entrainee,  que  l'ivresse  est  au  comble. 
L'amour  de  la  patiie,  1'amour  du  Roi  exaltent 
toutes  les  ames.  L'orateur  est  presse  dans  les 
bras  de  ceux  qui  l'entourent:  une  couronne  de 
fleurs  lui  est  offerte ;  sa  modestie  la  repousse ;  il 
en  fait  hommage  a  l'Assemblee  Nationale.  Mal- 
gre  ses  efforts,  elle  est  placee  sur  sa  tete.  On 
veut  ensuite  le  presenter  au  peuple  assemble  sur 
la  place.  II  resiste  en  vain;  il  est  porte  vers  une 
fenetre,  d'ou  il  re9oit  les  applaudissemens  *?iu 
peuple. 

Apres  le  discours  de  M.  de  Lally-Tollendal, 
Mgr.  TArcheveque  de  Paris  a  fait  de  nouvelles 
exhortations  pour  le  retablissement  de  la  paix,  et 
propose  de  se  rendre  a  l'eglise  de  Notre-Dame 
pour  offrir  a  Dieu  des  actions  de  graces 

Le  president  de  l'assemblee  des  Electeurs  a 
prononce  un  discours  qui  respiroit  le  zele  et  le 
patriotisms  II  a  exhorte  le  peuple  a  oublier  tout 
ressentiment,  et  il  en  a  re^u  la  promesse. 

M.  le  due  de  Liancour  a  annonce  que-  Sa 
Majeste  autorisoit  le  retablissement  de  la  milice 
bourgeoise. 

M.  le  comte  de  Clermont-Tonnerre  a  parle  en- 
suite  avec  beaucoup  de  succes ;  il  a  ete  fort  ap- 
plaudi. 

On  a  declare  a  M.  le  marquis  de  la  Fayette 
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qu'il  etoit  nomme  Commandant  general  de  la 
milice  Parisienne. 

Le  grand  nombre  de  citoyens  qui  remplissoient 
la  salle  de  l'Hotel-de-Ville,  conjuroit  les  com- 
missaires, par  les  plus  vives,  les  plus  pressantes 
instances,  de  demander  le  retour  de  M.  Necker. 
Us  ont  exprime  le  voeu  de  voir  confier  a  M.  Bailly 
la  place  de  Maire  de  la  Ville.  Cet  excellent  ci- 
toyen,  ainsi  que  Mgr.  l'Archeveque  de  Paris, 
ont  recu  des  temoignages  bien  flatteurs  et  bien 
merites  de  1'afFection  et  de  l'estime  des  Parisiens. 

Les  commissaires  de  l'Assemblee  Nationale  se 
sont  mis  ensuite  en  marche  pour  l'£glise  de 
Notre-Dame  dans  le  meme  ordre.  On  a  chante 
le  Te  Deam,  et  on  a  fait  preter  serment  a  M.  de 
la  Fayette  de  remplir  fidelement  les  fonctions  de 
general.  Le  serment  a  ete  pr&te  au  bruit  du 
canon,  des  tambours  et  d'une  musique  militaire. 

Apres  le  Te  Deum,  les  commissaires  se  sont 
rendus  chez  Mgr.  TArcrieveque.  A  mesure  qu'ils 
sortoient  de  l'Archeveche,  ils  etoient  conduits  par 
une  garde  bourgeoise  au  lieu  de  leur  depart,  et 
recevoient  sur  leur  passage  les  honneurs  militaires, 
au  milieu  des  acclamations  des  citoyens. 

Je  dois  ajouter  que,  dans  toutes  les  rues  de  Pa- 
ris comme  dans  la  salle  de  l'Hotel-de-Ville,  ou 
demandoit  a  grands  cris  l'eloignement  des  nou- 
veaux  ministres,  et  le  retour  de  M.  Necker.  Les 
habitans  de  Paris  envioient  le  bonheur  dont  avoit 
joui  l'Assemblee  Nationale,  et  temoignoient  le 
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desir  de  voir  leur  monarque  au  milieu  d'eux, 
comme  nous  rations  eu  au  milieu  de  nous. 

Ainsi  Paris  va  jouir  des  douceurs  de  la  paix. 
La  milice  bourgeoise  previendra  tous  les  desor- 
dres :  elle  sera  commandee  par  un  heros  dont  le 
nom  est  cher  a  la  liberte  dans  les  deux  mondes, 
mais  par  un  heros  francois  qui  sait  tout  a  la  fois 
aimer  son  prince  et  abhorrer  l'esclavage. 

Nous  devons  des  regrets  sans  doute  a  tous  les 
maux  que  la  Capitale  a  soufferts.  Puisse-t-elle  ne 
jamais  re  voir  les  terribles  momens  ou  la  loi  n'a 
plus  d'empire ;  mais  puisse-t-elle  ne  plus  eprou- 
ver  le  joug  du  despotisme!  Elle  est  digne  de  la 
liberte ;  elle  la  merite  par  son  courage  et  son 
energie. 

A  qui  peut-on  reprocher  le  sang  repandu? 
N'est-ce  pas  aux  perfldes  conseillers  qui  ont  pu 
surprendre  la  religion  du  Roi,  jusqu'au  point  de 
faire  interdire  par  des  soldats,  aux  representans 
de  la  Nation  l'entree  du  lieu  ordinaire  de  leurs 
seances,  de  transformer  l'Assemblee  National©  en 
un  lit  de  justice ;  de  rassembler  ensuite  a  grands 
frais  une  armee,  dans  un  moment  ou  les  finances 
sont  dans  le  plus  grand  desordre,  ou  Ton  eprouve 
une  affreuse  disette  de  porter  cette  armee  a 
Paris,  a  Versailles  et  dans  les  environs,  d'alarmer 
ainsi  le  peuple  sur  la  surete  personnelle  de  ses 
representans ;  de  placer  l'appareil  de  la  guerre 
aupres  du  sanctuaire  de  la  liberte  et  d'eloigner 
des  ministres  vertueyx  qui  jouissoient  de  la  con- 
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fiance  publique  ;  d'intercepter  le  passage  sur  les 
routes  de  Paris  a  Versailles,  et  de  traiter  les 
sujets  du  Roi  commc  les  ennemis  de  l'£ltat. 

Sans  doute,  il  n'est  aucun  de  nous  qui  n'eut 
desire  de  prevenir,  par  tous  les  moyens  possibles 
les  troubles  de  Paris  j  mais  les  ennemis  de  la 
Nation  n'ont  pas  craint  de  les  faire  naitre.  Ces 
troubles  vont  cesser ;  la  constitution  sera  etablie ; 
elle  nous  consolera,  elle  consolera  les  Parisiens 
de  tousles  malheurs  precedens;  et  parmi  les  actes 
du  desespoir  du  peuple,  en  pleurant  sur  la  mort 
de  plusieurs  citoyens,  il  sera  peut-etre  difficile 
de  resister  a  un  sentiment  de  satisfaction,  en 
voyant  la  destruction  de  la  Bastille,  ou,  sur  les 
ruines  de  cette  horrible  prison  du  despotisme, 
s'elevera  bientot,  suivant  le  voeu  des  citoyens  de 
Paris  le  statue  d'un  bon  Roi,  restorateur  de  la 
liberte  et  du  bonheur  de  la  France, 


[    N°.  2.  ] 

Lettre  du  President  de  V Assemble  Nationale  h 

Mr.  Neckcr. 

A  Versailles,  le  16  Juillet  1789; 
L'Assemblee  Nationale,  Monsieur,  avoit  deja 
consigne  dans  un  acte  solennel,  que  vous  em- 
portiez  son  estime  et  ses  regrets  ;  cet  honorable 
temoignage  vous  a  ete  adresse  de  sa  part  et  vous 
devez  Tavoir  re^u.  ^ 

A  4 
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Ce  matin  elle  avoit  arrete  que  le  Roi  seroit 
supplie  de  vous  rappeller  au  ministere.  C'etoit 
tout-a-la-fois  son  vceu  qu'elle  exprimoit  et  celui 
de  la  capitale  qui  vous  reclamoit  a  grands  cris. 

Le  Roi  a  daigne  prevenir  notre  demande,  votre 
rappel  nous  a  ete  annonce  de  sa  part,  la  recoil- 
noissance  nous  a  aussitot  conduits  vers  Sa  Ma- 
jeste, et  elle  nous  a  donne  une  nouvelle  marque 
de  confiance  en  nous  remettant  la  lettre  qu'elle 
vous  avoit  ecrite  et  en  nous  chargeant  de  vous 
1'adresser. 

L'Assemblee  Nationale,  Monsieur,  vous  presse 
de  vous  rendre  au  desir  de  Sa  Majeste,  vos  ta- 
lens  et  vos  vertus  ne  pouvoient  recevoir  ni  une 
recompense  plus  glorieuse,  ni  un  plus  puissant  en- 
couragement. 

Vous  justifierez  notre  confiance,  vous  ne  pre- 
fererez  pas  votre  propre  tranquillite  a  la  tranquil' 
lite  publique. 

Vous  ne  vous  refuserez  pas  aux  intentions  bien- 
faisantes  deSa  Majeste  pour  ses  peuples,  tousles 
momens  sont  precieux.  LaNation,  son  Roi  et  ses 
representans  vous  attendent. 

Signcs,  Jean-George,  Archevequede  Vienne, 

president,  le  comte  de  Lally -Toll end al, 
Mounier,  Secretaires. 
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[   N°.  2.   ]  {bis,) 
Lettre  du  Roi,  a  Mr.  Necker. 

"Versailles,  15  Juillet  1789. 

Je  vous  avois  ecrit,  Monsieur,  que  dans  un 
terns  plus  calme  je  vous  donnerois  des  preuves 
de  mes  sentimens  j  mais  cependant  le  desir  que 
les  £tats-Generaux,  et  la  ville  de  Paris  temoignent, 
m'engage  a  hater  le  moment  de  votre  retour.  Je 
vous  invite  done  a  revenir  le  plutot  possible  re- 
prendre  aupres  de  moi  votre  place.  Vous  m'avez 
parle  en  me  quittant  de  votre  attachement ;  la 
preuve  que  j'en  demande  est  la  plus  grande  que 
vous  puissiez  me  donner  dans  cette  circonstance. 

Sign*  LOUIS. 

'Zwolti^^.:  ''^  t    N°.  S.'  ]  ■    '  fl^K 

Rcponse  de  Mr.  Necker  mi  Roi. 
Sire, 

Je  touchois  au  port  que  tant  d'agitations  me 
faisoient  desirer,  lorsque  jai  re$u  la  lettre  dont 
Votre  Majeste  m'a  honore.  Je  vais  retourner 
aupres  d'elle  pour  recevoir  ses  ordres,  et  juger 
de  plus  pres,  si  en  effet  mon  zele  infatigable  et 
mon  devouement  sans  reserve,  peuvent  encore 
servir  a  Votre  Majeste.    Je  crois  qu'elle  me  de- 
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sire,  puisqu'elle  daigne  m'en  assurer,  et  que  sa 
bonne  foi  m'est  connue.  Mais  je  la  supplie  aussi 
de  croire  sur  ma  parole  que  tout  ce  qui  seduit  la 
plupart  des  hommes  eleves  aux  grandes  places, 
n'a  plus  de  charme  pour  moi,  et  que  sans  un 
sentiment  de  vertu  digne  de  Testime  du  Roi, 
c'est  dans  la  retraite  seule  que  j'aurois  nourri 
l'amour  et  l'interet  dont  je  ne  cesserai  d'etre  pe- 
netre  pour  la  gloire  et  le  bonheur  de  Sa  Majeste. 

Je  suis  avec  le  plus  profond  respect,  &c.  &c. 

Signe  Necker. 

[    N°.  3.    ]  (his.) 

Rcponse  de  Mr.  Necker  a  I' Assembled 

Messieurs, 

Sensiblement  emu  par  de  longues  agitations  et 
considerant  deja  de  pres  le  moment  ou  il  est 
terns  de  songer  a  la  retraite  du  monde  et  des  af- 
faires, je  me  preparois  a  ne  plus  suivre  que  de 
mes  vceux  ardens  le  destin  de  la  France  et  le 
bonheur  d'une  Nation  a  laquelle  je  suis  attache 
par  tant  de  liens,  lorsque  j'ai  recu  la  lettre  dont 
vous  m'avez  honore.  II  est  hors  de  mon  pou- 
foif,  il  est  au-dessus  de  mes  foibles  moyens  de 
repondre  dignement  a  cette  marque  si  precieuse 
de  votre  estime  et  de  votre  bienveillance;  mais 
je  dois  au  moins,  Messieurs,  vous  aller  porter 
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1'hommage  de  ma  respectueuse  reconnoissance, 
mon  devouement  ne  vous  est  pas  necessaire; 
mais  il  importe  a  mon  bonheur  de  prouver  au 
Roi  et  a  la  Nation  Francoise  que  rien  ne  pent 
ralentir  un  zele  qui  fait  depuis  long-terns  l'interet 
de  ma  vie. 

Je  suis,  &c. 

SigiiB  Necker. 

Hcponse  du  Due  de  Liancour  President  de 
iAssemblee  au  discours  de  Mr,  Necker. 

Seance  du  2  9  Jcjillet  1 790. 

"  M  onsieur,  vous  aviez  en  vous  eloignant 
des  affaires,  emporte  l'estime  et  les  regrets  de 
J'Assemblee  Nationale,  elle  Fa  consigne  dans 
ses  arretes;  et  en  exprimant  ainsi  les  sentimens 
dont  elle  etoit  penetree,  elle  n'a  ete  que  l'inter- 
prete  de  la  Nation,  *' 

"  Le  moment  de  votre  retraite  a  ete  celui  d'un 
deuil  general  dans  le  Royaume.  " 

"  Le  Roi,  dont  le  cceur  genereux  et  bon 
vous  est  connu  plus  qu'a  qui  que  ce  soit,  est 
venu  dans  cette  Assemblee  s'unir  a  nous ;  il  a 
claigne  nous  demander  nos  conseils  j  nos  conseils 
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devoient  etre  ceux  de  la  Nation ;  ils  etoient  de 
rappeller  a  lui  le  ministre  qui  l'avoit  servi  avec 
tant  de  devouement,  de  fidelite  et  de  patriotisme ; 
mais  deja  le  cceur  du  Roi  avoit  pris  de  lui  raeme 
ce  conseil  salutaire  ,  et  quand  nous  pensions  a  iui 
exprimer  nos  vceux,  il  nous  remettoit  lalettre 
qui  vous  invitoit  a  reprendre  vos  travaux  ,  il 
desiroit  que  l'Assemblee  Nationale  y  joignit  ses 
instances,  et  il  vouloit,  pour  gage  de  son  amour, 
se  confondre  encore  avec  la  Nation  pour  rendre 
a  la  France  celui  qui  en  causoit  les  regrets  et  qui 
en  faisoit  l'esperance.  Vous  vous  etiez  en  partant 
derobe  aux  hommages  du  peuple ,  vous  aviez 
employe,  pour  eviter  l'expression  de  son  estime, 
les  raemes  soins  qu'un  autre  eut  pris  pour  fuir  les 
dangers  de  son  mecontentement  et  de  sa  haine. 
Vous  touchiez  au  moment  ou,  apres  une  longue 
et  penible  agitation,  vous  alliez  trouver  le  calme 
et  le  repos,  vous  avez  connu  les  troubles  qui  agi- 
toientceroyaume,vousavez  connu  lesvceux  ardens 
dii  Roi  etde  la  Nation  ;  et  sans  vous  aveugler  sur 
l'incertitude  des  succes  dans  la  carriere  qui,  de 
nouveau,  s'ouvroit  a  vous,  vous  n'avez  pense  qu'a 
nos  malheurs  ;  vous  vous  etes  rappelle  ce  que  vous 
deviez  a  la  France  pour  rattachement  et  la  con- 
fiance  qu'elle  vous  donne ;  vous  n'avez  plus  pense 
a  votre  repos  j  et  d'apres  vos  propres  expressions, 
vous  avez,  sans  hesiter,  preftre  le  peril  aux  re- 
mords.  " 

"  L'empressement  des  peuples  qui  se  portoient 
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en  fotile  sur  votre  route,  la  joie  pure  et  sincere 
qu'a  re9U  Ie  Roi  de  votre  retour,  les  mouvemens 
que  fait  naitre  votre  presence  dans  cette  salle  ou 
votre  cioge  etoit,  il  y  a  quelques  jours,  prononcej 
avec  tant  d'eloquence,  et  entendu  avec  tant  de- 
motion, tout  vous  est  garant  des  sentimcns  de  la 
France  entiere.  „ 

"  La  premiere  Nation  du  monde  voit  en  vous 
celui  qui,  ayant  particulierement  contribue  a  la 
reunion  de  ses  representans,  a  le  plus  efficace- 
ment  prepare  son  salut  et  peut  seul  dans  ces  mo- 
mens  d'embarras,  faire  disparoitre  les  obstacles 
qui  s'opposeroient  encore  a  sa  regeneration.  Quel 
homme  avoit  droit  de  pretendre  a  une  si  haute 
destinee  ?  Et  quel  titre  plus  puissant  pouvoit  as- 
surer la  France  de  votre  devouement  le  plus  ab- 
solu?  " 

«  Peut-il  done  etre  ofFert  a  la  Nation  un  presage 
plus  certain  de  bonheur,  que  la  reunion  des  vo- 
lontes  d'un  Roi  pret  a  tout  sacrifier  pour  l'avan- 
tage  de  son  peuple,  d'une  Assemblee  Nationale 
qui  fait  a  la  felicite  publique,  le  sacrifice  des  inte- 
rets  prives  de  tous  les  membres  qui  la  composent 
et  d'un  ministre  eclaire,  qui,  aux  sentimens  d'hon- 
neur  qui  lui  rendent  le  bien  necessaire,  joint  en- 
core la  circonstance  partfculiere  d'une  position 
qui  le  lui  rend  indispensable  ? 

"  Et  quelle  epoque  plus  heureuse,  Monsieur, 
pour  etablir  la  responsabilite  des  mimstres,  cette 
precieuse  sauve-garde  de  la  liberte,  ce  rempart 
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certain  contre  le  despostisme,  que  celle  ou  le  pre- 
mier qui  s'y  soumettra,  n'aura  de  compte  a  rendre  a 
la  Nation,  que  celui  de  ses  talens  et  de  ses  vertus !  " 

<c  C'est  d'apres  ce  salutaire  etablissement,  que 
vous  avez  sollicite  vous-meme,  dont  vous  aurez 
6te  le  premier  exemple,  que  1'homme  portant  un 
coeur  droit,  des  intentions  pures,un  caractere  ferine, 
une  conscience  a  1'abri  de  tout  reproche,  pourra, 
s'il  est  doue  de  quelque  talent,  aspirer  ouverte- 
rnentau  ministere.  Glorieux  alors  de  l'idee  qu'au- 
cune  action  mauvaise,  qu'aucune  complaisance, 
funeste,  qu'aucune  intrigue  sourde  ne  pourront 
etre  derobees  au  jugement  de  la  Nation,  il  bravera 
les  intentions  obscures  de  la  haine  et  de  Tenvie, 
et  portera  dans  son  cosur  l'heureuse  confiance  que 
la  verite  est  toujours  plus  forte  et  plus  convain- 
cante  que  la  calomnie,  quand  Tune  et  Tautre  ne 
peuvent  elever  la  voix  que  devant  une  Nation  ge- 
nereuse  et  eclairee.  " 

"  C'est  en  vous  soumettant  aujourd'hui,  Mr., 
a  cette  honorable  epreuve,  c'est  en  reprenant  la 
place  que  vous  avez  consenti  d'accepter,  que 
l'exercice  de  vos  talens,que  votre  fidelite  inviolable 
aux  interets  de  la  Nation  et  du  Roi,  indissoluble- 
ment  lies,  desormais  sauront  prouver  a  l'Europe, 
sans  l'etonner,  combien  etoientjustes  etles  regrets 
publics  et  l'allegresse  universelle  dont  il  appar- 
tient  a  vous  seul  d'etre  l'objet.  " 

"  Si  dans  cette  circonstance,  il  pouvoit  m'etre 
permis  de  laisser  echapper  l'expression  d'un  sen- 
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timent  qui  He  m'est  que  personnel,  je  dirois 
combien  il  m'est  doux  de  lier  l'epoque  glorieuse 
pour  moi,  d'une  fonction  honorable  que  je  ne 
dois  qua  l'extreme  indulgence  de  cette  auguste 
Assemblee  et  que  je  ne  puis  justifier  que  par  mon 
zele  a  l'epoque  taut  desiree  de  votre  retour  a  un 
ministere  que  vous  signalerez  par  votre  attache- 
nient  pour  une  constitution  qui  va  bientot, as- 
surer le  bonheur  de  l'Empire.  " 

[   N°.    5.  ] 

Discours  prononce  par  Mr.  Necker  a  Ulldlcl- 
de-Ville  de  Paris,  le  30  Juillet  1789. 

"  Je  manque  d'expressions,Messieurs,pour  vous 
temoigner  et  en  votre  personne,  a  tous  les  citoyens 
de  Paris,  la  reconnoissance  dont  je  suis  penetre. 
Les  marques  d'interet  et  de  bonte  que  j'ai  recues 
de  leur  part,  sont  un  bienfait  hors  de  toute  pro- 
portion avec  mes  foibles  services  5  et  je  ne  puis 
m'acquitter  que  par  un  sentiment  ineffacable.  Je 
vous  promets,  Messieurs,  d'etre  fidele  a  cette 
derniere  obligation  et  jamais  devoir  ne  sera  plus 
doux  ni  plus  facile  a  remplir.  " 

"  Le  Roi»  Messieurs,  a  daigne  me  recevoir 
avec  la  plus  grande  bonte  et  m'assurer  du  retour 
de  sa  confiance  la  plus  entiere  ;  mais  aujourd'hui. 
Messieurs,  c'est  entre  les  bras  de  l'Assemblee 
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Nationale,  c'est  dans  les  vdtres  que  repose  le  salut 
de  l'£tat ;  car  en  ce  moment  il  ne  reste  presque 
plus  aucune  action  au  gouvernement.  Vous  done, 
Messieurs,  qui  pouvez  tant,  et  par  la  grandeur 
et  par  l'importance  de  la  Ville  dont  vous  etes  les 
notables  citoyens,  et  par  l'influence  de'votre  exem- 
ple  dans  tout  le  Royaume,  je  viens  vous  conjurer 
de  donner  tous  vos  soins  a  l'etablissement  de  1'or- 
dre  le  plus  parfait  et  le  plus  durable.    Rien  ne 
peut  fleurir,  rien  ne  peut  prosperer  sans  cet  ordre; 
et  ce  que  vous  avez  deja  fait,  Messieurs,  en  si 
peu  de  terns,  annonce  et  devient  un  garant  de  ce 
que  vous  saurez  achever;  mais,  jusqu'a  ce  der- 
nier terme,  la  confiance  sera  incertaine,  et  une  in- 
quietude generate  troublera  le  bonheur  public, 
eloignera  de  Paris  un  grand  nombre  de  riches 
consommateurs  et  detournera  les  etrangers  de 
veniry  verser  leurs  richesses.    Enfin  Paris,  cette 
cite,  Paris  cette  premiere  ville  de  l'Europe,  ne 
reprendra  son  lustre  et  sa  prosperite  qu'a  l'epoque 
ou  Ton  y  verra  regner  cette  paix  et  cette  subor- 
dination qui  calment  les  esprits  et  qui  donnent  a 
tous  les  hommes  Tassurance  de  vivre  tranquilles 
et  sans  defiance  sous  l'empire  des  lois  et  de  leur 
conscience.  " 

"  Vous  jugerez,  Messsieurs,  dans  votre^sa- 
gesse,  s'il  n'est  .pas  terns  bientot  de  faire  cesser 
ces  persecutions  multipliees,  auxquelles  on  est 
soumis  avant  d  arriver  a  Paris,  et  que  Ton  com* 
mence  a  eprouver  a  une  tres-grande  distance  de 
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la  Capitale.  II  est  juste  de  s'en  rapporter  a  cet 
egard  a  votre  prudence  et  a  vos  lumieres;  mais 
les  amis  de  la  prosperite  publique  doivent  desirer 
que  les  abords  de  Paris  rappellent  bientct  au 
commerce  et  a  tous  les  voyageurs,  que  cette  ville 
est,  comme  autrefois,  le  sejour  de  la  paix  et  qu'on. 
peut  de  tous  les  bouts  du  monde  y  venir  jouir 
avec  confiance  et  liberte  du  genie  industriel  de  ses 
habitans,  et  du  spectacle  de  tous  les  monumens 
que  cette  ville  renferme  dans  son  sein,  et  que  de 
nouveaux  talens  augmentent  chaque  jour.  " 

<f  Mais,  Messieurs,  c'est  au  nom  du  plus  grand 
interet  que  je  dois  vous  entretenir  un  instant  d'un 
sentiment  qui  remplit  mon  coeur  et  qui  Foppresse. 
Au  nom  de  Dieu,  Messieurs,  plus  de  jugemens 
de  proscription,  plus  de  scenes  sanglantes !  Gene- 
reux  Francais,  qui  etes  sur  le  point  de  reunir  £ 
tous  les  avantages  dont  vous  jouissez  depuis  long- 
tems,  le  bien  inestimable  d'une  libeite  sage,  ne 
permettez  pas  que  de  si  grands  bienfaits  puissent 
etre  meles  a  la  possibility  d'un  reproche.  Ah 
que  votre  bonheur,  pour  devenir  'encore  plus 
grand,  soit  pur  et  sans  tache !  Sur-tout  conserves, 
respectez  meme  dans  vos  momens  de  crise  et  de- 
calamite,  ce  caractere  de  bonte,  de  justice  et  de 
douceur  qui  distingue  la  Nation  francaise,  et 
faites  arriver  le  plutot  possible  le  jour  de  Indul- 
gence et  de  l'oubli.  " 

<(  Croyez,  Messieurs,  en  ne  consultant  que 
votre  coeur,  que  la  bonte  est  la  premiere  de  tou- 
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tes  les  vertus.  Helas  nous  ne  connoissons  qulnv 
.parfaitement  cette  action,  cette  force  invisible 
qui  dirige  et  determine  les  actions  des  hommes ! 
Dieu  seul  peut  lire  au  fond  des  cceurs  et  juger 
avec  surete,  juger  en  un  mot  de  ce  qu'ils  meritent 
de  peine  ou  de  recompense.  Mais  les  hommes 
ne  peuvent  rendre  un  jugement,  les  hommes  sur- 
tout  ne  peuvent  ordonner  la  mort  de  celui  a  qui 
le  ciel  a  donne  la  vie,  sans  l'examen  le  plus  at- 
tentif  et  le  plus  regulier.  " 

"  Je  vous  presente  cette  observation,  cette  de- 
mande,  cette  requete,  au  nom  de  tous  les  motifs 
capables  d'agir  sur  les  esprits  et  sur  les  amesj  et 
j'espere  de  votre  bonte  que  vous  me  permettrez 
d'appliquer  ces  reflexions  generates,  ou  plutot 
l'expression  de  ces  sentimens  si  vifs  et  si  pro- 
fonds,  a  une  circonstance  particuliere  et  du  mo- 
ment. Je  dois  le  faire  d'autant  plus  que,  si  vous 
aviez  une  autre  opinion  que  la  mienne,  j'aurois  a 
m'excuser  d'un  tort  aupres  de  vous,  dont  je  dois 
vous  rendre  compte.  " 

"  Mardi,  jour  de  mon  arrivee  a  Paris,  j'appris 
a  Nogent  que  M.  le  baron  de  Bezenval  avoit  ete 
arrete  a  Villenaux,  et  cette  nouvelle  me  fut  con- 
firmee par  un  gentilhomme,  seigneur  du  lieu,  qui, 
sans  connoitre  particulierement  M.  de  Bezenval, 
mais  anime  par  un  sentiment  de  bonte  fit  arreter . 
ma  Voiture  pour  me  temoigner  son  inquietude, 
et  me  demander  si  je  ne  pourrois  pas  etre  en  se- 
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cours  a  M.  le  baron  de  Bezenval  qui  etoit  parti 
pour  la  Suisse  avec  la  permission  du  Roi. 

«  J'avois  appris  la  veille  les  malheureux  eve- 
nemens  de  Paris  et  le  sort  infortune  de  deux 
magistrats  accuses  et  executes  rapidement. 
Mon  ame  s'emut  et  je  n'hesitai  point  a  ecrire  de 
mon  carrosse  ces  mots-ci  a  Messieurs  les  officiers 
municipaux  de  Villenaux  :  " 

<f  Je  sais  positivement,  Messieurs,  que  Mr, 
de  Bezenval,  arrete  par  la  milice  de  Villenaux, 
a  eu  permission  du  Roi  de  se  rendre  en  Suisse 
dans  sa  patrie.  Je  vous  demande  instamment, 
Messieurs,  de  respecter  cette  permission  dont  je 
suis  garant,  et  je  vous  en  aurai  une  particuliere 
obligation.  Tous  les  motifs  qui  affectent  une  ame 
sensible  m'interessent  a  cette  demande.  Mr. 
De  *  *  *  veut  bien  se  charger  de  ce  billet  que 
je  vous  ecris  dans  ma  voiture  sur  le  grand  chemin 
de  Nogent  a  Versailles,  " 

J'ai  Fhonneur  d'etre  &c. 

CeMardi28  Juillet  1789, 

"  J'ai  appris,  Messieurs,  que  ma  demande 
n'a  point  ete  accueillie  par  Messieurs  les  officiers 
municipaux  de  Villenaux,  parce  qu'ils  vous 
avoient  ecrit  pour  recevoir  vos  ordres.  £loigne 
de  Paris  pendant  les  malheureux  evenemens  qui 
ont  excite  vos  plaintes,  je  n'ai  aucune  connois- 
sance  particuliere  des  torts  qui  peuvent  etre  re- 
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proches  a  Mr.  de  Bezenval  j  je  n'ai  jamais  eu 
de  t elation  de  societe  avec  Iui ;  mais  la  justice 
m'ordonne  de  Iui  rendre  dans  une  affaire  im- 
portante,  un  temoignage  favorable.  II  etoit  com- 
mandant pour  le  Roi  dans  la  generalite  de  Paris, 
ou  depuis  deux  a  trois  mois,  il  a  fallu  continuel- 
lenient  assurer  la  tranquillite  des  marches,  pro- 
teger  des  convois  de  grains  ;  il  etoit  done  neces- 
saire  d'avoir  continuellement  recours  au  com- 
mandant detenu  maintenant  a  Villenaux;  et  quoi- 
que  dans  1'ordre  ministeriel,  j'aurois  du  m'a- 
dresser  au  secretaire  d'etat  de  la  guerre,  qui 
auroit  transmis  les  demandes  du  ministre  des 
finances  au  commandant  des  troupes,  Mr.  de 
Bezenval  m'ecrivit  fort  honnetement,  que  cette 
marcheindirecte  pourroit  occasionner  delalenteur 
dans  le  service  public,  il  m'invitoit  a  lui  donner 
des  instructions  directes,  et  qu'il  les  executeroit 
ponctuellement.  J'adoptai  cette  proposition,  et 
je  ne  peux  rendre  trop  de  justice  au  zele  et  a 
Tactivite  avec  lesquels  Mr.  de  Bezenval  a  repondu 
£  mes  desirs.  J'ai  remarque  constamment  qu'il 
reunissoit  de  la  moderation  et  de  la  prudence  a 
1'activite  militaire,  ensorte  que  j'ai  souvent  eu 
occasion  de  le  remercier  de  ses  soins  et  de  son  at- 
tention soutenue.  Voila,  Messieurs,  ce  qui  m-est 
connu  de  ce  general  en  ma  qualite  d'homme  pu-  - 
blic.  * 

"  Je  dois  vous  dire  ensuite  de  la  part  du  Roi, 
que  Sa  Majeste  honore  depuis  long-terns  cet  offi- 
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cier  de  ses  bontes.    Je  ne  sais  de  quoi  il  peut 
£tre  accuse  aupres  de  vous ;  mais,  soumis  aux  loix 
de  la  discipline  militaire,  il  faudroit  peut-etre  des 
titres  d'accusation  bien  formels  pourl'em  pecher 
de  retourner  dans  sa  patrie  ;  et  comme  etranger, 
comme  membre  distingue  d'un  pays  avec  lequel 
la  France  a  depuis  si  long-terns  des  relations  d'al- 
liance  et  d'amitie,  vous  aurez  surement  pour  Mr. 
de  Bezenval  tous  ]es  egards  qu'on  peut  esperer 
d'une  Nation  hospitaliere  et  genereuse.  Et  puis- 
que  ce  seroit  deja  une  grande  punition  que  d'a- 
mener  a  Paris  comme  criminel  ou  suspect,  un  of- 
ficier  general  etranger,  qui  retourne  dans  son  pays 
avec  la  permission  du  Roi,  j'ose  vous  prier  de 
considerer,  si  vous  ne  pourriez  pas  vous  borner  a 
lui  demandera  Villenaux  les  eclaircissemens  dont 
vous  pourriez  avoir  besoin  et  la  communication 
de  ses  papiers,  s'il  en  avoit    C'est  a  vous,  Mes- 
sieurs, a  considerer  si  vous  devez  exposer  ce 
general  etranger  aux  effets  d'aucun  mouvement 
dont  vous  ne  pourriez  pas  repondre.    Car  dis- 
tingues,  comme  vous  etes,  Messieurs,  par  Ie  choix 
de  vos  concitoyens,  vous  voulez  surement  etre 
avant  tous  les  defenseurs  des  loix  et  ce  la  justice; 
vous  ne  voulez  pas  qu'aucun  citoyen  soit  con- 
damne,  soit  puni,  sans  avoir  eu  le  terns  de  se  faire 
entendre,  sans  avoir  eu  le  terns  d'etre  examine 
pat  des  juges  integres  et  impartiaux ;  c'estle  pre- 
mier droit  de  l'homme;  c'est  le  plus  saint  devoir 
des  puissans,  c'est  ^obligation  la  plus  constamment 
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respectee  par  les  Nations.  Ah !  Messieurs,  non 
pas  devant  vous  qui,  distingues  parune  education 
genereuse,  n'avez  besoin  que  de  suivre  les  lu- 
mieres  de  votre  esprit  et  de  votre  cceur ;  mais  de- 
vant le  plus  inconnu,  le  plus  obscur  des  citoyens 
de  Paris,  je  me  prosterne,  je  me  jette  a  genoux 
pour  demander  que  Ton  n'exerce  ni  envers  Mr. 
de  Bezenval,  ni  envers  personne,  aucune  rigueur 
semblable  en  aucune  maniere  a  celles  qu'on  m'a 
recitees.  La  justice  doit  etre  eclairee  et  un  sen- 
timent de  bonte  doit  encore  etre  sans  cesse  autour 
d'elle.  Ges  principes,  ces  mouvemens  dominent 
tellement  mon  ame,  que  si  j  etois  temoin  d'aucun 
acte  contraire  dans  un  moment  ouje  seroisrap- 
proche  par  ma  place,  des  choses  publiques,  j'en 
mourrois  de  douleur,  et  toutes  mes  forces  au 
moins  seroient  epuisees.  " 

"  J'ose  done  m'appuyer  aupres  de  vous,  Mes- 
sieurs, de  la  bienveillance,  dont  vous  m'honorez. 
Vous  avez  daigne  mettre  quelqu'interet  a  mes 
services,  et  dans  un  moment  ouje  vais  en  deman- 
der un  haut  prix,  je  me  permettrai  pour  la  pre- 
miere, pour  la  seule  fois  de  dire  qu'en  effet  mon 
zele  n'a  pas  ete  inutile  a  la  France.  Ce  haut  prix 
que  je  vous  demande,  ce  sont  des  egards  pourun 
general  etranger,  s'il  ne  lui  faut  que  cela  5  e'est 
de  lmdulgence  et  de  la  bonte  s'il  a  besoin  de 
plus.  Je  serai  heureux  par  cette  insigne  faveur, 
en  ne  fixant  mon  attention  que  sur  My.  de  Be- 
zenval, sur  un  simple  particulier;  je  le  serois  bien 


Appendix. 


23 


davantage  si  cet  exemple  devenoit  le  signal  d'une 
amnistie  qui  rendroit  le  calme  a  la  France,  et  qui 
permetteroit  a  tous  les  citoyens,  a  tous  les  habi- 
tans  de  ce  Royaume  de  fixer  uniquement  leur 
attention  sur  1'avenir,  arm  de  jouir  de  tous  les 
biens  que  peuvent  nous  promettre  Funion  du 
peuple  et  du  souverain  et  l'accord  de  toutes  les 
forces  propres  a  fonder  le  bonheur  sur  la  liberte, 
et  la  duree  de  cette  liberte  sur  le  bonheur  gene- 
ral. Ah  !  Messieurs,  que  tous  les  citoyens,  que 
tous  les  habitans  de  la  France  rentrent  pour  tou- 
jours  sous  la  garde  des  loix.  Cedez,  je  vous 
en  supplie,  a  mes  vives  instances,  et  que  par 
votre  bienfait  ce  jour  devienne  le  plus  heureux 
de  ma  vie,  et  l'un  des  plus  glorieux  qui  puisse 
vous  etre  reserve,  " 


[    N°  6.  ] 

Premiere  Lettre  trouvie  da?is  les  papiers  de  Mr* 
d'Estaing,  ccrite  de  sa  main. 

Lundi  14  Septembre  1789. 

Mon  devoir  et  ma  fidelite  l'exigent,  il  faut  que 
je  mette  aux  pieds  de  la  Reine,  ce  que  fai  vu 
dans  mon  voyage  de  Paris.  On  rrCa  dit  dans  la 
societe  et  dans  la  bonne  eompagnie,  qu'on  prend 
des  signatures  de  la  Noblesse  et  du  Clerge  les 
uns  disent  que  e'est  a  la  connoissance  du  Roi, 
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d'autres  disent  que  c'cst  a  son  ins9U.  On  dit  que 
le  Roi  ira  par  la  Champagne  ou  a  Verdun ;  Mr. 
de  Bouille  est  designe,  Mr.  de  la  Fayette  me  l'a 
dit ;  il  est  froidement  positif  Mr.  de  la  Fayette. 

 On  nomma  Mr.  le  marechal  de  Broglie 

commandant  le  tout  3  Mr.  de  Breteuil  conduit  le 
projet,  Mr.  de  Mercy  agit  de  concert.  Ces  pro- 
pos,  s'ils  se  repandoient  dans  le  peuple,  seroient 
incalculables.  Je  suis  alle  chez  Mr.  1'Ambassa- 
deur  d'Espagne,  et  e'est  la,  je  ne  le  cache  pas  a 
la  Reihe,  que  mon  effroi  a  redouble.  Mr.  de  Fer~ 
nand-Nunh  en  a  parle  avec  moi,  je  lui  ai  parle 
de  ce  bruit  et  de  ce  plan  qui  occasionneroient  la 
plus  deshonorante  guerre  civile.  Apres  avoir  parle 
de  la  cour  errante,  de  la  banqueroute  indispen- 
sable, Mr.  l'Ambassadeur  a  baisse  les  yeux ;  il 
est  convenu  que  quelqu'un  de  considerable  ou  de 
croyable  avoit  re$u  des  signatures.  Ce  fait  m'ins- 
pire  un  genre  de  terreurque  je  n'ai  jamais  connu; 
la  premiere  demarche  coute  assez  cher,  ce  seroit 
des  flots  de  sang :  la  Reine  peut  conquerir  au 
Roi  son  royaume,  la  nature  lui  en  a  prodigue 

les  moyens  Je  supplie  la  Reine  de 

m'accorder  une  audience. 

[    N°.  6.    ]  (bis.) 

Autre  Lettre  de  Mr.  d'Estaing. 

II  m'est  impossible  de  ne  pas  mettre  aux  pieds 
de  la  Reine  mon  admiration  3  il  faut  qu'elle  croie 
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imiquement  ses  veritables  serviteurs ;  sa  fermete 

triomphera  tout  Vondulation  des  idees  a 

failli  tout  per dre   Les  anciens  Ministrcs' 

du  Roi  n'ont  peut-etre  merite  la  haine  que  par 
1'instabilite  des  principes.  lis  n'ont  pit  empkher 
ce  malheureux  diner.  La  sante  a  la  Nation  a  ete 
omise  3  dessein ;  portee  par  des  personnes  augus- 

tes,  elle  auroit  tout  arrange   Le  hasard, 

car  il  est  plus  consolant  d'y  croire,  a  fait  partir 
deux  coups  de  pistolets,  partis  de  trop  has  pour 
i  enir  de  gens  ci  cheval.  J'ai  voulu  retenir  la  Garde 
TKfationale  de  Versailles.  J'ai  en  vain  retenu}ou 

releve  les  coups   II  faut  un  autre  enthou- 

siasme  ;  La  Reine  seule  a  le  pouvoir  de  le  faire 
naitre  5  la  voila  sur  un  grand  theatre  ,  ave»  quel- 

ques  soins  elle  sera  adoree  Ah  !  Madame, 

soyez  notre  premiere  citoyenne,  vous  serez  tout, 
si  vos  principes  vous  permettent  de  le  vouloir. 
Le  Clerge  et  la  Noblesse  n'ont  que  le  Roi  pour 

lessauver  Mr.  de  la  Fayette  m'a  jure  que 

les  evenemens  en  avoient  fait  un  Royaliste. 
Tout  Fran$ais  doit  Fetre  jusqu'd  un  certain  point, 

•    '  V\    [    N°.  7.  .  ]      %  \ 

L' ASSEM  BL£E  NATION  ALE 

AUX  FRANCAIS.  * 

11  Fevrier  1790. 
LAssemblee  Nationale  s'ava^ant  dans  la  car- 
riere  de  ses  travaux,  recoit  de  toutes  parts  les  fe- 
*  Adresse  r&lig6e  par  l'Eveque  d'Autunu 
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licitations  des  provinces,  des  .viiles,  des  com mu - 
nauteSj  les  temoignages  de  la  joie  publique,  les 
acclamations  de  la  reconnoissance ;  mais  elle  en- 
tend  aussi  les  murmures,  les  clameurs  de  ceux 
que  blessent  ou  qu'affligent  les  coups  portes  a 
rant  d'abus,  a  tant  d'interets,  a  tant  de  prejuges. 
En  s'occupant  du  bonheur  de  tous,  elle  s'inquiete 
des  maux  particuliers ;  elle  pardomie  a  la  preven- 
tion, a  l'aigreur,  a  Tinjustice  ;  mais  elle  regarde 
corame  un  de  ses  devoirs  de  vous  premunir  contre 
les  influences  de  la  calomnie,  et  de  detruire  les 
vaines  terreurs  dont  on  chercheroit  a  vous  surpren- 
dre.  Eh  !  que  n'a-t-on  pas  tente  pour  vous  egarer, 
pour  ebranler  votre  confiance  ?  On  a  feint  d'igno- 
rerquel  bien  avoit  fait  1'Assemblee  nationale:  nous 
allons  vous  le  rappeller.  On  a  eleve  des  difficultes 
contre  ce  qu'elle  a  fait:  *ous  allons  y  repondre. 
On  a  repandu  des  doutes,  on  a  fait  naitre  des  in- 
quietudes sur  ce  quelle  fera :  nous  allons  vous 
J'apprendre. 

Qu'a  fait  1'Assemblee  ? 

Elle  a  trace  d'une  main  ferme,  au  milieu  des 
orages,  les  principes  de  la  constitution  qui  assure 
a  jamais  votre  liberte. 

Les  droits  des  hommes  etoient  meconnus,  in- 
sultes  depuis  des  siecles  j  ils  ont  ete  retablis  pour 
1'humanite  entiere,  dans  cette  declaration  qui  sera 
a  jamais  le  cri  de  railiement  contre  les  oppresseurs 
et  la  loi  des  legislateurs  eux-memes. 

La  Nation  avoit  perdu  le  droit  de  decreter  e| 
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les  loix  et  les  impdts :  ce  droit  lui  a  ere  restitue, 
et  en  meme  terns  ont  ete  consacres  les  vrais  prin- 
cipes  de  la  monarchic,  Pinviolabilite  du  chef  au- 
guste  de  la  Nation,  et  l'heredite  du  trone  dans  une 
famille  si  chere  a  tous  les  Francais. 

Nous  n'avions  que  des  etats  generaux :  vous 
avez  maintenant  une  Assemblee  nationale,et  elle 
ne  peut  plus  vous  etre  ravie. 

Des  ordres,  necessairement  divises  et  asservis  k 
d'antiques  pretentions,  y  dictoient  les  decrets,  et 
pouvoient  y  arreter  l'essor  de  la  volonte  nationals 
Ces  ordres  n'existent  plus :  tout  a  disparu  devant 
l'honorable  qualite  de  citoyen. 

Tout  etant  devenu  citoyen,  il  vous  falloit  des 
defenseurs  citoyens ;  et  au  premier  signal  on  a  vu 
eette  garde  nationale  qui,rassemblee  par  le  patrio- 
tismc,  commandee  par  l'honneur,  par-tout  main- 
tient  ou  ramene  Tordre,  et  veille,  avec  un  zele 
infatigable,  a  la  surete  de  chacun  pour  l'interet 
de  tous. 

Des  privileges  sans  nombre,  ennemis  irreconci- 
liables  de  tout  bien,  composoient  tout  notre  droit 
public :  ils  sont  detruits;  et  a  la  voix  de  votre  Assem- 
blee, les  provinces  les  plus  jalouses  des  leurs,  ont 
applaudi  a  leur  chute  j  elles  ont  senti  qu'elle.s  s'en- 
richissoient  de  leur  perte. 

Une  feodalite  vexatoire,  si  puissante  encore 
dans  ses  derniers  debris,  couvroit  la  France  en- 
tiere  :  elle  a  disparu  sans  retour. 

Vous  etiez  soumis,  dans  les  provinces,  au  re- 
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gime  d'une  administration  inquietante :  vous  en 
ttes  affranchis. 

Des  ordres  arbitrages  attentoient  a.  la  liberie 
des  citoyens :  ils  sont  aneantis. 

Vous  vouliez  une  organisation  complete  des 
municipalites :  elle  vient  dc  vous  etre  donnee;  et 
la  creation  de  tous  ces  corps,  formes  par  vos  suf- 
frages, presente  en  ce  moment,  dans  toute  la 
France,  le  spectacle  le  plus  imposant. 

En  meme  terns  l'Assemblee  nationale  a  consom* 
me  l'ouvrage  de  la  nouvelle  division  du  royaume, 
qui  seule  pouvoit  effacer  jusqu'aux  dernieres  tra- 
ces des  anciens  prejuges  ;  substituer  a  l'amour- 
propre  de  province  l'amour  veritable  de  la  patrie ; 
asseoir  les  bases  d'une  bonne  representation,et  fi- 
xer a  la  fois  les  droits  de  chaque  homme  et  de 
chaque  canton,  en  raison  de  leurs  rapports  avec 
la  chose  publique  :  probleme  difficile,  dont  la  so- 
lution etoit  restee  inconnue  jusqu'a  nos  jours. 

Des  long-tems  vous  desiriez  l'abolition  de  la 
venalite  des  charges  de  magistrature  :  elle  a  ete 
prononcee.  — Vous  eprouviezle  besoin  d'une  re- 
forme,  du  moins  provisoire,  des  principaux  vices 
du  code  criminel :  elle  a  ete  decretee,  en  atten- 
dant une  reforme  generate.  — De  toutes  les  par- 
ties du  royaume  nousont  ete  adressees  des  plain- 
tes,des  demandes,  des  reclamations :  nous  y  avons 
satisfait  autant  qu'il  etoit  en  notre  pouvoir.  —  La 
multitude  des  engagemens  publics  effrayait:  nous 
avons  consacre  les  principes  sur  la  foi  qui  leur  est 


Appendix.  29 

due.  —  Vous  redoutiez  le  pouvoir  des  ministres: 
nous  leur  avons  impose  la  loi  rassurante  de  la  res* 
ponsabilite. 

L'impdt  de  la  gabelle  vous  etoit  odieux;  nous 
l'avons  adouci  d'abord,  et  nous  vous  en  avons  pro- 
mis  l'entiere  destruction ;  car  il  ne  nous  suffit  paa 
que  les  impots  soient  indispensables  pour  les  be- 
aoins  publics,  ilfaut  encore  qu'ils  soient  justifies  par 
leur  egalite,  leur  sagesse,  leur  douceur. 

Des  pensions  immoderees,  prodiguees,  souvent 
l'inscu  de  votre  Roi,  vous  ravissoient  le  fruit  de 
vos  labeurs :  nous  avons  jete  sur  elles  un  premier 
regard  severe,  et  nous  allons  les  renfermer  dan$ 
ies  limites  etroites  d'une  stricte  justice. 

Enfin,  les  finances  demandoient  d'immenseS 
reformes:  secondes  par  le  ministre  qui  a  obtenu 
totre  confiance,  nous  y  avons  travaille  sans  rela* 
che,  et  bientot  vous  allez  en  jouir. 

Voila  notre  ouvrage,  Francais,  ou  plutot  voiI& 
le  votre ;  car  nous  ne  sommes  que  vos  organes, 
et  c'est  vous  qui  nous  avez  eclaires,  encourages, 
soutenus  dans  nos  travaux.  Quelle  epoque  que 
celle  a  laquelle  nous  sommes  enfin  parvenus  I 
Quel  honorable  heritage  vous  allez  transmettre  £ 
Yotre  posterite  !  Aleves  au  rang  de  citoyens,  ad- 
missibles  a  tous  les  emplois,  censeurs  eclaires  de 
1' administration,  quand  vous  n'en  serez  pas  les 
depositaires,  stirs  que  [tout  se  fait  et  par  vous  et 
pour  vous,  egaux  devant  la  loi,  libres  d'agir,  de 
parler,  d'ecrire,  ne  devant  jamais  compte  aux 
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hommes,  toujours  a  la  volonte  commune,  quelle 
plus  belle  condition '  Pourroit-il  etre  encore  un 
seul  citoyen  vraiment  digne  de  ce  nom,  qui  osat 
tourner  ses  regards  en  arriere,  qui  voulut  relever 
les  debris  dont  nous  sommes  environnes,  pour  en 
recomposer  l'ancien  edifice ! 

Et  pourtant,  que  n'a-t-on  pas  dit  ?  Que  n'a- 
t-on  pas  fait  pour  afToiblir  en  vous  l'impression 
naturelle  que  tant  de  biens  devoient  produire  ? 

Nous  avons  tout  detruit,  a-t-on  dit :  c'est  qu'il 
falloit  tout  reconstruire.  Et  qu'y  a-t-il  done  tant 
a  regretter  ?  Veut-on  le  savoir  ?  Que  sur  tous 
les  objets  reformes  ou  detruits,  Ton  interroge  des 
homines  qui  n'en  profitoient  pas ;  qu'on  interroge 
mcrae  la  bonne  foi  des  hommes  qui  en  profi- 
toient; qu'on  ecarte  ceux-la  qui,  pour  ennoblir 
les  afflictions  de  l'interet  personnel,  prennent  au- 
jourd'hui  pour  objet  de  leur  commiseration,  le 
sort  de  ceux  qui,  dans  d'autres  terns,  leur  furent 
si  indifferens;  et  Ton  verra  si  la  reforme  de  cha- 
cun  de  ces  ob)ets  ne  reunit  pas  tous  les  suffrages, 
faits  pour  etre  comptes. 

Nous  avons  agi  avec  trop  de  precipitation. . .  et 
tant  d'autres  nous  ont  reproche  d'agir  avec  trop 
de  lenteur !  Trop  de  precipitation !  Ignore-t-on 
que  e'est  en  attaquant,  en  renversant  tous  les  abus 
a  la  fois,  qu'on  peut  esperer  de  s'en  voir  delivre 
sans  retour;  qu'alors,  et  alors  seulement,  chacun 
se  trouve  interesse  a-  l'etablissement  de  l'ordre, 
que  les  reformes  jlentes  et  partielles  ont  toujours. 
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fini  par  ne  rien  reformer  ;  enfin,  que  Tabus  que 
Ton  conserve  devient  l'appui,  et  bientot  le  res- 
taurateur de  tous  ceux  qu'on  croyoit  avoir  de- 
truits  ? 

Nos  assemblies  sont  tumultueuses...  Et  qu'im- 
porte,  si  les  decrets  qui  en  emanent  sont  sages  ? 
Nous  sommes,  au  reste,  loin  de  vouloir  presenter 
a  votre  admiration  les  details  de  tous  nos  debats. 
Plus  d'une  fois  nous  en  avons  ete  affliges  nous- 
m ernes ;  mais  nous  avons  senti  en  meme  terns 
qu'il  etoit  trop  injuste  de  chercher  a  s'en  pre- 
valoir,  et  qu'apres  tout,  cette  impetuosite  etoit 
1'efFet  presqu'inevitable  du  premier  combat  qui 
se  soit  peut-etre  jamais  livre  entre  tous  les  prin- 
cipes  et  toutes  les  erreurs, 

On  nous  accuse  d'avoir  aspire  a  une  perfection 
chimerique —  Reproche  bizarre,  qui  n'est,  on  le 
voit  bien,  qu'un  vceu  mal  deguise  pour  la  per- 
petuite  des  abus.  L'Assemblee  Nationale  ne 
s'est  point  arretee  a  ces  motifs,  servilement  inte- 
resses  ou  pusillanimes:  elle  a  eu  le  courage,  ou 
plutot,  la  raison  de  croire  que  les  idees  utiles, 
necessaires  au  genre  humain,  n'etoient  pas  ex- 
clusivement  destinees  a  orner  les  pages  d'un  livre, 
et  que  l'Etre  supreme,  en  donnant  a  l'homme  la 
perfectibilite,  apanage  particulier  de  sa  nature, 
ne  lui  avoit  pas  defendu  de  l'appliquer  a  l'ordre 
social,  devenu  le  plus  universel  de  ses  interets, 
et  presque  le  premier  de  ses  besoins. 

II  est  impossible,  a-t-on  dit.  de  regenerer  une 
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nation  vieille  et  corrompue...  Que  Ton  apprenne 
qu'il  n'y  a  de  corrompu  que  ceux  qui  veulent 
perpetuer  des  abus  corrupteurs,  et  qu'une  nation 
se  rajeunit,  le  jour  ou  elle  a  resolu  de  renaitre 
2  la  liberte.  Voyez  la  generation  nouvelle. 
Comrae  deja  son  cceur  palpite  de  joie  et  d'espe- 
rance!  Comme  ses  sentimens  sont  purs,  nobles, 
patriotiques !  Avec.  quel  enthousiasme  on  la  vok 
chaque  jour  briguer  Thonneur  d'etre  admise  a 
preter  le  serment  de  citoyen  ! . . .  Mais  pourquoi 
repondre  a  un  aussi  miserable  reproche  ?  L'As- 
semblee  Nationale  seroit-elle  done  reduite  a  srex- 
cuser  de  n'avoir  pas  desespere  du  peuple  fran- 
$ais  ? 

On  n'a  encore  rien  fait  pour  le  peuple,  a-t-on 
ose  dire —  Et  c'est  sa  cause  qui  triomphe  par- 
tout.  Rien  fait  pour  le  peuple!  Et  chaque  abus 
que  Ton  a  detruit  ne  lui  prepare-t-il  pas,  ne  lui 
assure-t-il  pas  un  soulagement?  £toit-il  un  seul 
abus  qui  ne  pesat  sur  le  peuple  ? 

U  ne  se  plaignoit  pas        C'est  que  1'exces  de 

ses  maux  etouffoit  ses  plaintes....  Maiutenant  il 
est  malheureux. . . .  Dites  plutot :  il  est  encore 
nialheureux ; . .  Mais  il  ne  le  sera  pas  Jong-tems  : 
nous  en  faisons  le  serment. 

Nous  avons  detruit  le  Pouvoir  Executif...  Non: 
dites  le  Pouvoir  Ministeriel;  et  c'est  lui  qui  de- 
truisoit,  qui  souvent  degradoit  le  Pouvoir  Exe- 
cutif. Le  Pouvoir  Executif!  Nous  l'avons  eclaire 
en  lui  montrant  ses  veritables  droits  -3  sur-tcut  nous 

l'avons 
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I'avons  ennobli  en  le  faisant  remonter  a  la  veri- 
table source  de  sa  puissance,  la  puissance  du 
peuple. 

II  est  maintenant  sans  force....  Contre  la  cons- 
titution et  la  loi :  cela  est  vrai  9  mais  en  leur  fa- 
veur  il  sera  plus  puissant  qu'il  ne  le  fut  jamais. 

Le  peuple  s'est  arme  Oui,  pour  sa  de- 
fense :  il  en  avoit  besoin.  —  Mais,  dans  plusieurs 
endroits,  il  en  est  resulte  des  malheurs.  Peut-on 
les  reprocher  a  l'Assemblee  Nationale  ?  Peut-on 
lui  imputer  des  desastres  dont  elle  gemit,  qu'elle 
a  voulu  prevenir,  arreter  par  toute  la  force  de  ses 
decrets,  et  que  va  faire  cesser  sans  doute  l'union 
desormais  indissoluble  entre  les  deux  pouvoirs,  et 
Taction  irresistible  de  toutes  les  forces  nationales  ? 

Nous  avons  passe  nos  pouvoirs :  la  reponse  est 
simple.  Nous  etions  incontestablement  envoyes 
pour  faire  une  constitution :  c'etoit  le  vceu,  c'eto^t 
le  besoin  de  la  France  entiere.  Or  etoit-il  pos- 
sible de  la  creer,  cette  constitution,  de  former  un 
ensemble,  meme  imparfait,  de  decrets  constitu- 
tionels,  sans  la  plenitude  des  pouvoirs  que  nous 
avons  exerces?  Disons  plus:  sans  l'Assemblee  Na- 
tionale, la  France  etoit  perdue ;  sans  le  principe 
qui  soumet  tout  a  la  pluralite  des  suffrages  libres, 
et  qui  a  fait  tous  nos  decrets,  il  est  impossible  de 
concevoir  une  Assemblee  Nationale  j  il  est  impos- 
sible de  concevoir,  nous  ne  disons  pas  une'cons- 
titution,  mais  meme  l'espoir  de  detruire  irrevoca- 
blement  le  moindre  des  abus.    Ce  principe  est 
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d'eternelle  verite:  il  a  ete  reconnu  dans  toute  la 
France;  il  s'est  reproduit  de  mille  manieres  dans 
ces  nombreuses  adresses  d'adhesion,  qui  rencon- 
troient  sur  toutes  les  routes  cette  foule  de  libelles, 
ou  ,1'on  nous  reproche  d'avoir  excede  nos  pou- 
voirs.  Ces  adresses,  ces  felicitations,  ces  hom- 
mages,  ces  sermens  patriotiques :  quelle  confir- 
mation des  pouvoirs  que  Ton  vouloit  nous  con- 
tester  ! 

Tels  sont,  Francais,  les  reproches  que  Ton  fait 
a  vos  representans  dans  cette  foule  d'ecrits  cou- 
pables,  ou  Ton  affecte  le  ton  d'une  douleur  cito- 
yenne.  Ah!  vainement  on  s'y  flatte  de  nous  de- 
courager :  notre  courage  redouble ;  vous  ne  tar-* 
derez  pas  a  en  ressentir  les  effets. 

L'Assemblee  va  vous  donner  une  constitution 
militaire  qui,  coraposant  1'armee  de  soldats  cito- 
yens,  reunira  la  valeur  qui  defend  la  patrie,  et  les 
vertus  civiques  qui  la  protegent  sans  l'enrayer.* 

Bientot  elle  vous  presentera  un  systeme  d'im" 
positions  qui  menagera  l'agriculture  et  l'indus- 
trie,  qui  respectera  enfin.la  liberte  du  commerce; 
un  systeme  qui,  simple,  clair,  aisement  con9U  de 
tous  ceux  qui  paient,  determinera  la  part  qu'ils 
doivent,  rendra  facile  la  connoissance  si  necessaire 
de  1'emploi  des  revenus  publics,  et  mettra  sous 
les  yeux  de  tous  les  Francais  le  veritable  etat  des 
Finances,  jusqu  a  present  labyrinth e  obscur,  ou 
l'oeil  n'a  pu  suivre  la  trace  des  trescrs  de  l'£tat. 

Bientot  un  Clerge  citoyen,  soustrajt  a  la  pau- 
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vrete  comme  a  la  richesse,  modele  a  la  fois  du 
riche  et  du  pauvre,  pardonnant  les  expressions 
injurieuses  d'un  delire  passager,  inspirera  une 
confiance  vraie,  pure,  universselle,  que  n'alterera 
ni  l'envie  qui  outrage,  ni  cette  sorte  de  pitie  qui 
humilie ,  il  fera  cherir  encore  davantage  la  Reli- 
gion, il  en  accroitra  l'heureuse  influence  par  des 
rapports  plus  doux  et  plus  intimes  entre  les  peu- 
ples  et  les  pasteurs ;  et  il  n'offrira  plus  le  specta- 
cle, que  le  patriotisme  du  Clerge  lui-meme  a  plus 
d'une  fois  denonce  dans  cette  Assemblee,  de  l'oi- 
sivete  opulente,  et  de  l'activite  sans  recompense. 

Bientot  un  systeme  de  loix  criminelles  et  pe- 
nales,  dictees  par  la  raison,  la  justice,  Thumanite, 
montrera,  jusques  dans  la  personne  des  victimes 
de  la  loi,  le  respect  du  a  la  qualite  d'homme,  res- 
pect sans  lequel  on  n'a  pas  le  droit  de  parlcr  de 
morale. 

Un  code  des  loix  civiles,  confie  a  des  juges  de- 
signed par  votre  suffrage,  et  rendant  gratuitement 
la  justice,  fera  disparoitre  toutes  ces  loix  obs- 
cures, compliquees,  contradictoires  dont  l'inco- 
herence  et  la  multitude  sembloient  laisser,  meme 
a  un  juge  integre,  le  droit  d'appeller  justice  sa 
volonte,  son  erreur,  quelquefois  son  ignorance ; 
mais  jusqu'a  ce  moment  vous  obeirez  religieuse- 
ment  a  ces  memes  loix,  parce  que  vous  savez 
que  le  respect  pour  toute  loi,  non  encore  revo- 
quee,  est  la  marque  distinctive  du  vrai  citoyen. 

Enfin,  nous  terminerons  nos  travaux  par  un 
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code  d'instruction  et  d'education  nationale,  qui. 
mettra  la  constitution  sous  la  sauve-garde  des  ge- 
nerations naissantes;  et  faisant  passer  l'instruction 
civique  par  tous  les  degres  de  la  representation, 
nous  transmettrons,  dans  toutes  les  classes  de  la 
societe,  les  connoissances  necessaires  au  bonheur 
de  chacune  de  ces  classes,  en  meme  terns  qu'a 
celui  de  la  societe  entiere., 

Voyez,  Francais,  la  perspective  de  bonheur 
et  de  gloire  qui  s'ouvre  devant  vous  !  II  reste  en- 
core quelques  pas  a  faire,  et  c'est  ou  vous  at- 
tendent  les  detracteurs  de  la  revolution.  Defiez- 
vous  d'une  impetueuse  vivacite ;  redoutez  sur-tout 
les  violences,  car  tout  desordre  peut  devenir  fu- 
neste  a  la  liberte.  Vous  cherissez  cette  liberte ; 
vous  la  possedez  maintenant :  montrez-vous  dignes 
de  la  conserver ;  soyez  fideles  a  l'esprit,  a  la  lettre 
des  decrets  de  vos  Representans,  acceptes  ou 
sanctionnes  par  le  Roi;  distinguez  soigneuse- 
ment  les  droits  abolis  sans  rachat,  et  les  droits 
rachetables,  mais  encore  existans.  Que  les  pre- 
miers ne  soient  plus  exiges,  mais  que  les  seconds 
ne  soient  point  refuses.  Songez  aux  trois  mots 
sacres  qui  garantissent  ces  decrets:  La  Nation , 
la  Loi,  U  Hoi.  La  Nation,  c'est  vous;  la  Loi, 
c'est  encore  vous,  c'est  votre  volonte ;  le  Roi, 
c'est  le  gardien  de  la  Loi.  Quels  que  soient  les 
mensonges  qu'on  prodigue,  comptez  sur  cette- 
union.  C'est  le  Roi  qu'on  trompoit :  c'est  vous 
qu'on  trompe  maintenant,  et  la  bonte  du  Roi 
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s'en  afflige  ;  il  veut  preserver  son  peupie  des  fiat- 
teurs  qu'il  a  eloignes  du  trone  ;  il  en  defendra  le 
berceau  de  son  fils;  car  ail  milieu  de  vos  Repre- 
sentans,  il  a  declare  qu'il  faisoit  de  l'heritier  de  la 
Couronne  le  gardien  de  la  constitution. 

Qu'on  ne  vous  park  plus  de  deux  partis.  II 
n'en  est  qu'un;  nous  l'avons  tous  jure;  c'est  celui 
de  la  liberte;  la  victoire  est  sure,  attestee  par  les 
conquetes  qui  se  multiplient  tous  les  jours.  Lais- 
sez  d'obscurs  blasphemateurs  prodiguer  contre 
nous  les  injures,  les  calomnies;  pensez  seulement 
que,  s'ils  nous  louoient,  la  France  seroit  perdue, 
Gardez-vous  sur-tout  de  reveiller  leurs  esperances 
par  des  fautes,  par  des  desordres,  par  Toubli  de 
la  loi.  Voyez  comme  ils  triomphcnt  de  quelque 
delais  dans  la  perception  de  l'impot,  Ah!  ne 
leur  preparez  pas  une  joie  cruelle !  Songez  que 
cette  dette. . . .  Non  ce  n'est  plus  une  dette :  c'est 
un  tribut  sacre,  et  c'est  la  patrie  maintenant  qui 
le  re^oit  pour  vous,  pour  vos  enfans;  elle  ne  le 
laissera  plus  prodiguer  aux  depredateurs  qui  vou- 
droient  voir  tarir  pour  l'Etat  le  tresor  public, 
maintenant  tari  pour  eux:  lis  aspiroient  a  des  mal- 
heurs  qu'a  prevenus,  qu'a  re*idus  impossibles  la 
bonte  magnanime  du  Roi.  Francais,  secondez 
votre  Roi,  par  un  saint  et  immuable  respect  pour 
la  loi,  defendez  contre  eux  son  bonheur,  ses  ver- 
tus,  sa  veritable  gloire;  montrez  qu'il  n'eut  ja- 
mais d'autres  ennemis  que  ceux  de  la  liberte; 
montrez  que  pour  elle  et  pour  lui  votre  Constance 
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egalera  votre  courage ;  que  pour  la  liberte  dont  il 
est  le  garant,  on  ne  se  lasse  point,  on  est  infati- 
gable.  Votre  lassitude  etoit  le  dernier  espoir 
des  ennemis  de  la  revolution ;  ils  le  perdent:  par- 
donnez-leur  d'en  gemir;  et  deplorez  sans  les  hair, 
ce  reste  de  foiblesse,  toutes  ces  miseres  de  l'hu- 
manite.  Cherchons,  disons  meme  ce  qui  les  ex- 
cuse. Voyez  quel  concours  de  causes  a  du  pro- 
longer,  entretenir,  presque  eterniser  leur  illusion. 
Eh!  Ne  faut-il  pas  quelque  terns  pour  chasser  de 
sa  memoire  les  fantdmes  d'un  long  reve,  les  reves 
d'une  longue  vie  ?  Qui  peut  triompher  en  un 
moment  des  habitudes  de  l'esprit,  des  opinions 
inculquees  dans  l'enfance,  entretenues  par  les 
formes  exterieures  de  la  societe,  long-tems  favo- 
risees  par  la  servitude  publique  qu'on  croyoit  eter- 
nelle,  cheres  a  un  genre  d'orgueil  qu'on  imposoit 
comme  un  devoir,  enfin  mises  sous  la  protection 
de  l'interet  personnel  qu'elles  fiattoient  de  tant 
de  manieres.  Perdre  a-la-fois  ses  illusions,  ses 
esperances,  ses  idees  les  plus  cheries,  une  partie 
de  sa  fortune :  est-il  donne  a  beaucoup  d'hommes 
de  le  pouvoir  sans  quelques  regrets,  sans  des  ef- 
forts, sans  des  resistances  d'abord  naturelles,  et 
qu'ensuite  un  faux  point  d'honneur  s'impose 
quelquefois  a  lui-meme  ?  Eh  !  si  dans  cette  classe 
nagueres  si  favorisee,  il  s'en  trouve  quelques-uns 
qui  ne  peuvent  se  faire  a  tant  de  pertes  a-la-fois, 
soyez  genereux ;  songez  que,  dans  cette  meme 
classe,  il  s'est  trouve  des  hommes  qui  ont  ose 
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s'elever  a  la  dignite  de  citoyens,  intrepides  de- 
fenseurs  de  vos  droits,  et  dans  le  sein  meme  de 
leur  famille,  opposant  a  leurs  sentimens  les  plus 
tendres,  le  noble  enthousiasme  de  la  liberte. 

Plaignez,  Francais,  les  victimes  avcugles  de 
tantde  deplorables  prejuges;  mais,  sous  l'empire 
des  loix,  que  le  mot  de  vengeance  ne  soit  plus 
prononce.  Courage,  perseverance,  generosite, 
les  vertus  de  la  liberte,  nous  vous  les  demandons 
au  nom  de  cette  liberte  sacree,  seule  conquete 
digne  de  Thornine,  digne  de  vousj  par  les  efforts, 
par  les  sacrifices  que  vous  avez  faits  pour  elle,  par 
les  vertus  qui  se  sont  melees  aux  malheurs  inse- 
parables d'une  grande  revolution,  ne  retardez 
point,  ne  deshonorez  point  le  plus  bel  ouvrage, 
dont  les  annales  du  monde  nous  aient  transmis  la 
memoire.  Qu'avez-vous  a  craindre  ?  Rien,  non 
rien,  qu'une  funeste  impatience  :  encore  quelques 

momens   C'est  pour  la  liberte  !  Vous 

avez  donne  tant  de  siecles  au  despotisme !  Amis, 
citoyens,  une  patience  genereuse,  au  lieu  d'une 
patience  servile.  Au  nom  de  la  patric,  vous 
en  avez  une  maintenant ;  au  nom  de  votre  Roi, 
vous  avez  un  Roi:  il  est  a  vous,  non  plus  le 
Roi  de  quelques  milliers  d'hommes,  mais  le  Roi 

des  Fran^ais  de  tous  les  Francais.  Qu'il 

doit  mepriser  maintenant  le  despotisme !  Qu'il 
doit  le  hair !  Roi  dun  peuple  libre,  comme  il 
doit  reconnoitre  l'erreur  de  ces  illusions  menson- 
geres  qu'entretenoit  sa  cour  qui  se  disoit  son 
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peuple  !  Prestiges  repandus  autour  de  son  ber- 
ceau,  enfermes  commc  a  dessein  dans  l'education 
royale,  et  dont  on  a  cherche,  dans  tous  les  tems, 
a  composer  1'entendement  des  Rois  pour  faire, 
des  erreurs  de  leurs  pensees,  le  patrimoine  des 
Cours.  II  est  a  vous:  qu'il  nous  est  cher!  Ah! 
depuis  que  son  peuple  est  devenu  sa  Cour,  lui  re- 
fuserez-vous  la  tranquillite,  le  bonheur  qu'il  me- 
rite  ?  Desormais,  qu'il  n'apprenne  plus  aucunes 
de  ces  scenes  violentes,  qui  ont  tant  afflige  son 
cceurj  qu'il  apprenne,  au  contraire,  que  l'ordre 
renait,  que  par-tout  les  proprietes  sont  respectees, 
defendues;  que  vous  recevez,  que  vous  placez 

sous  l'egide  des  loix,  l'innocent  le  coupable  

Pe  coupable !  il  n'en  est  point,  si  la  loi  ne  l'a  pro- 
nonce.  Ou  plutot,  qu'il  apprenne  encore,  votre 
vertueux  Monarque,  quelques-uns  de  ces  traits 
genereux,  de  ces  nobles  exemples  qui  deja  ont 

illustre  le  berceau  de  la  liberte  fran9aise   £ton- 

nez-le  de  vos  vertus,  pour  lui  donner  plutot  le 
prix  des  siennes,  en  avaii9ant  pour  lui  le  moment 
de  la  tranquillite  publique,  et  le  spectacle  de 
votre  felicite. 

Pour  nous,  poursuivant  notre  tache  laborieuses 
voues,  consacres  au  grand  travail  de  la  constitu- 
tion, votre  ouvrage  autant  que  le  notre,  nous  le 
terminerons,  aides  de  toutes  les  lumieres  d#  la 
France ;  et  vainqueurs  de  tous  les  obstacles,  satis- 
faits  de  notre  conscience,  convaincus,  et  d'avance 
heureux  de  votre  prochain  bonheur,  nous  place^ 
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tons  en  vos  mains  ce  depot  sacre  de  la  constitu- 
tion, sous  la  garde  des  vertus  nouvelles,  dont  le 
germe,  enferme  dans  vos  ames,  vient  d'eclore  aux 
premiers  jours  de  la  liberte. 

Signes,  Bureau  de  Puzy,  President;  La- 
borde  de  Mereville,  l'abbe  Expilly, 
le  vicomte  de  Noailles,  Guillotin,  le 
baron  de  Marguerites,  le  marquis  de  la 
Coste,  Secretaire. 

[   N°.    8.  ] 

Letttre  de  Mr.  de  Calonne  au  Roi,  trouvcc 
dans  Varmoire  de  fer. 

Sire, 

Ce  que  j'ai  a  communiquer  a  Votre  Majeste 
etant  pour  elle  et  pour  ses  peuples  de  la  plus  haute 
importance,  rien  ne  peut  arreter  mon  zele.  Dois- 
je  commencer  par  vous  supplier,  Sire,  de  ne  voir 
que  la  chose  sans  songer  a  la  personne  ?  Et  faut- 
il  qu'un  serviteur  dont  la  fidelite  ne  s'est  jamais 
dementie,  ait  a  craindre  que  son  nom  ne  nuise  a 
ses  paroles  ?  Un  jour  Votre  Majeste  me  rendra 
justice  :  oui,  Sire,  vous  me  la  rendrez.  Mais  ce 
n'est  pas  en  ce  moment  ce  dont  il  est  question  : 
pourrois-je  m'occuper  de  moi-meme  quand  mon 
Roi  est  captif,  et  que  ma  patrie  perit  ! 

Je  suis  informe,  Sire,  que  ceux  qui  s'acharnent 
a  vous  tromper  s'efforcent  de  vous  persuader  que 
J'Angleterre  influe  dans  les  troubles  qui  boulever- 
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sent  votre  Royaume ;  que  c'est  dc  l'Angleterre 
qu'est  venu  l'argent  employe  a  corrompre  vos 
troupes,  et  a  susciter  des  insurrections;  enfin  que 
cette  Nation  rivale,  pour  se  venger  de  la  perte  de 
J'Amerique,  s'occupe  des  moyens  d'accroitre  nos 
desordres,  et  fomente  sous-main  ce  qui  tend  a 
1'entiere  destruction  de  la  Monarchic  fra^aise. 

II  n'est  rien,  Sire,  de  plus  contraire  a  la  verite, 
de  plus  oppose  aux  sentimens  du  Roi  d'Angle- 
terre,  de  plus  eloigne  des  vues  de  ses  ministres, 
et  de  plus  incompatible  avec  la  Constitution  bri- 
tannique,qui  ne  permet  aucun  emploi  clandestin 
de  sommes  considerables.  Si  le  ministre  peut,  en 
certains  cas  extraordinaires,  suspendre  momenta- 
nement  Implication  d'un  article  de  son  compte, 
en  le  declarant  destine  a  des  objets  politiques  de 
nature  a  etre  tenus  secrets,  on  sait  du  moins  alors 
l'existence  d'un  tel  article ,  son  montant,  et  la  re- 
serve d'en  devoiler  par  la  suite  les  causes,  sont 
connus.  Or  il  est  constant  que  ni  l'annee  derniere, 
ni  cette  annee, il  n'y  a eu  aucun  article  de  ce  genre, 
aucune  reserve  politique  semblable,  et  je  suis  au- 
torise  a  dire  qu'il  n'y  en  aura  aucune.  C'est 
done  une  chimere  detruite  par  les  regies  memes 
du  Gouvernement  anglais,  que  de  supposer  qu'il 
ait  envoye  de  l'argent  en  France  pour  y  alimenter 
la  fermentation.  Je  pourrois  ajouter  qu'il  ne  faut 
que  considerer  l'etat  du  change,  pour  reconnoitre 
combien  une  telle  supposition  choque  toutes  les 
vraisemblances. 
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Mais  comme  les  meilleures  raisonnemens  ne 
suffisent  pas  quand  ceux  qui,  par  leur  etat  ou  par 
leur  mission,  sont  charges  de  faire  connoitre  la 
verite,  osent  attester  le  contraire  j  et  comme  1'er- 
reur  dans  laquefie  ils  ont  interet  d'entretenir  votre 
Majeste,  pourroit  rentrainer  dans  des  vues  qui 
deviendroient  funestes,  ou  la  detourner  de  celles 
qui  peuvent  devenir  salutaires,  il  m'a  paru  essen- 
tiel  de  vous  convaincre,  Sire,  par  des  preuves  pal- 
pables  de  l'absolue  faussete  des  perfides  insinua- 
tions dans  lesquelles  peut-etre  se  mele  encore  le 
desir  de  me  noircir  de  plus  en  plus  a  vos  veux. 

C'est  ce  qui  m'a  engage  a  en  parler  a  M.  Pitt, 
de  maniere  cependant  a  ne  pas  attribuer  a  Votre 
Majeste  elle-meme  des  sentimens  qui  pussent  pa- 
roitre  injurieux  a  ceux  dont  le  Roi  d'Angleterre 
fait  profession.  La  piece  cotee  1,  fait  voir  com- 
ment je  me  suis  exprime  dans  la  note  que  M. 
Pitt  m'a  prie  de  lui  laisser,  et  qu'il  a  mise  sous  les 
yeux  du  Roi  d'Angleterre.  J'etois  bien  sur  que 
sa  Majeste  britannique  qui,  plus  d'une  fois,  m'a- 
voit  temoigne  le  vif  interet  qu'elle  prenoita  la  po- 
sition de  votre  Majeste,  s'empresseroit  de  detruire 
les  doutes  qu'on  veut  vous  inspirer  sur  ses  dispo- 
sitions. Mon  attente  n'a  pas  ete  trompee : 
Georges  III  a  charge  M.  Pitt  non-seulement  de 
reiterer  de  sa  part  les  assurances  deja  donnees  a. 
ceux  qui  semblent  ne  les  avoir  pas  transmises  fort 
exactement,  mais  merae  de  m'ecrire  a  ce  sujet 
une  lettre  concue  dans  les  termes  les  plus  precis, 
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et  dont  je  pusse  faire  usage  pour  detromper  Votre 
Majeste. 

J'ai  l'honneur  de  vous  envoyer,  Sire,  sous  la 
cote  2,  une  copie  certifiee  de  cette  lettre  de  M. 
Pitt,  en  date  du  6  de  ce  mois,  a  laquelle  j'ai  su- 
rabondamment  accole  une  traduction  litterale, 
quoique  je  sache  que  votre  Majeste  peut  enten- 
dre le  texte  anglois.    Elle  y  verra  ce  qu'elle  doit 
attendre  d'un  Monarque  penetre  de  cette  verite, 
que  votre  cause  est  la  cause  de  tous  lesSouverains, 
et  qui  est  profondement  indigne  des  traitemens 
qu'on  vous  a  fait.  Comptez,  Sire,  avec  confiance, 
sur  la  loyaute  et  1'elevation  de  ses  sentimens;  ils 
sont  tels,  je  suis  fonde  a  le  dire,  et  c'est  ce  que 
signifie  la  fin  de  la  lettre  de  M.  Pitt,  que  tout  ce 
qui  tendroit  a  retablir  votre  trone,  votre  gloire, 
votre  bonheur  inseparable  de  celui  de  vospeuples, 
est  dans  son  voeu,  dans  sa  volonte  la  plus  sincere, 
et  qu'il  seroit  charme  de  pouvoir  y  contribuer.  Vous 
avez  presentement  sous  les  yeux  la  preuve  qu'on 
ne  sauroit  imputer  d'autres  sentimens  a  son  prin- 
cipal ministre,  et  je  puis  assurer  que  ce  que  Ton 
peut  appeler  la  Nation  anglaise,  sans  distinction 
d'aucun  parti,  est  aussi  loin  de  desirer  l'accrois- 
sement  de  nosdesordres  etd'enprofiterbassement, 
qu'elle  Test  d'approuver  les  exces  de  la  Revolution 
ou  d'etre  tentee  de  les  irriter;  c'est  une  notoriete 
que  personne  ne  peut  contester,  et  a  laquella  on 
opposeroit  vainement  la  demarche  ridicUlisee  ici, 
d'un  club  de  particuliers  fort  peu  considere. 
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Si  jamais,  Sire,  on  a  voulu  vous  faire  entendre 
que  je  serois  capable  de  preferer,  en  aucun  cas,  en 
aucun  terns  les  interets  de  l'Angleterre  a  ceux 
de  ma  patrie  eta  la  fidelite  inebranlable  que  je  vous 
ai  juree,  on  a  dit  une  grande  infamie,  et  j'ai  a  y 
opposer  toute  la  bonne  compagnie  anglaise  qui 
me  connoit,  qui  m'a  entendu,  et  dont  le  temoi- 
gnage  merite  plus  de  foi  que  des  rapports  enveni- 
mes  :  mais,  si  l'on  dit  que  je  suis  charme  de  ]a 
sagesse,  de  la  raison,  et  de  la  noble  fa$on  de  pen- 
ser  que  je  vois,  et  que  ce  moment-ci  sur-tout  m'a 
fait  remarquer  dans  une  Nation  vraiment  gene- 
reuse,  pour  qui  d'ailleurs  je  dois  etre  reconnois- 
sant,  je  n'ai  garde  de  m'en  defendre,je  saisis 
meme  cette  occasion-ci  de  renouveller  aux  pieds 
de  Votre  Majeste,le  vceu  qu'elle  sait  que  j'ai  tou- 
jours  forme  de  voir  vos  peuples  et  ceux-ci  unis 
par  les  liens  d'une  franche  et  etroite  amitie,  qui 
feroit  la  prosperite  des  deux  Empires  et  lebonheur 
du  monde.  Le  meme  voeu  existe  dans  le  cabinet 
de  Saint- James  ;  j'en  suis  certain;  et  s'il  survenoit 
un  ordre  de  circonstances  qui  mit  le  Roi  d'An- 
gleterre  a  portee  de  manifester  efficacement  les 
sentimens  exprimes  dans  la  lettre  ecrite  par  son 
ordre,  une  alliance  solide  entre  les  deux  Nations 
seroit  le  seul  prix  qu'il  voudroit  retirer  des  services 
qu'il  auroit  pu  vous  rendre. 

Voila,  Sire,  des  verites  qu'il  me  paroit  utile, 
meme  pressant  de  vous  faire  connoitre,  nou  pour 
donner  aux  reflexions  et  aux  consequences  qui 
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doivent  en  resulter,  plus  d'essor  que  votre  pre- 
sente  situation  ne  vous  en  permet,  mais  afin  qu'au 
moins  vous  ne  conserviez  pas  sur  la  puissance 
devenue,  depuis  trois  ans,  la  plus  influante  dans 
la  balance  de  1'Euorpe,  une  opinion  erronee  ca- 
pable de  deranger  les  idees  qui  peuvent  germer 
dans  les  secrets  de  votre  ame. 

Oserai-je  ajouter,  Sire,  que  non-seulement  tou- 
tes  les  branches  de  votre  auguste  maison,  mais 
aussi  toutes  les  puissances  de  l'Europe  vous  re- 
gardent  L'avec  une  attente  melee  d'inquietude  et 
de  desirs  favorables  j  que  tous  les  cceurs  des  vrais 
Francois  gemissent  et  s'irritent  des  attentats  corn- 
mis  contre  vos  personnes  sacrees ;  que  leur  sou- 
levement  unanime  contre  letat  de  contrainte  ou 
Ton  ose  retenir  leur  Roi,  est  la  seule  conspiration 
qui  existe,  et  que  si  cette  sainte  conspiration  se 
contient,  c'est  uniquement  parce  que  on  croit  en- 
tendre votre  silence  et  qu'on  le  respecte  ?  Mais, 
Sire,  si  le  cri  du  mecontentement,  se  fortifiant  de 
jour  en  jour,  venoit  a  eclater  avec  une  energie 
predominante,  si  le  genie  tutelaire  qui  preside  aux 
destineesde  la  France  et  a  celles  des  Bourbons, 
armoit  quelque  jour  une  fidelite  courageuse  contre 
une  licence  efFrenee,alors,sans  doute,alors  la  Fran- 
ce retrouveroit  son  Roi  -y  il  ne  se  refuseroit  pas  a 
des  hommages  legitimes  ,  et  apres  s'etre  resigne 
a  tout  sacrifice,  a  sesacrifier  lui-meme  pour  ses 
peupies  lorsqu'ils  poursuivoient  le  fantome  du 
bonheur,  il  ne  les  abandcnneroit  certainement 
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pas  lorqu'ils  voudroient  se  redimer  des  horreurs 
de  l'anarchie. 

Ce  sont,  Sire,  les  sentimens,  les  voeux  et  les  au- 
gures  de  celui  qui  est  et  qui  sera,  jusqu'au  dernier 
souffle  de  sa  vie, 

De  Votre  Majeste, 

Londres,  Le  tres-fidele  sujet  et  tres- 

le  9  Avril  1790.         obeissant  serviteur. 

Signe,  de  Calonne. 

Je  retiens  l'original  de  la  lettre  de  M.  Pitt,  n'e- 
tant  pas  assure  du  sort  de  celle-ci,  quoiqu'envoyee 
par  le  moyen  le  plus  sur que  je  puisse  avoir.  J'ose 
ecrire  en  meme-tems  a  la  Reine,  me  riant  sur  la 
purete  de  mes  motifs  et  sur  l'interet  du  moment, 
qui  me  parolt  devoir  absorber  toutes  les  impres- 
sions anterieures. 

[   N°.  9.  ] 

APPROBATION, 

D  0  n  n  t  e  par  le  Pape  a  Texposition  des 
principes  sur  la  Constitution  civile  du  Clerge, 
deliberee  par  les  fcveques  deputes  aux  £tats- 
generaux  et  publiee  en  leur  nom,  et  souscrite 
en  forme  d'adhesion  par  tous  les  fiveques  de 
France,  a  l'exception  de  quatre,  et  par  les  £veques 
etrangers  ayant  territoire  et  juridictionen  France, 
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Cette  approbation  est  consignee  dans  le  Bref 
adresse  par  Sa  Saintete  au  Clerge  de  France  et  a 
la  Nation  Frangaise,  le  13  Avril  1791. 

Dilectis  Filiis  nostris  S.  R.  E.  Cardinalities  et 
Venerabilibus  Archiepiscopis,  Episcopis,  et 
Dilectis  Filiis  Capitulis,  Clero  et  Populo 
regni  Galliarum  :  Salutcm  et  Apostolicam 
Be?iedictionem. 

Pius  PP.  VI.  ' 

Charitas  qu<e3  docente  Paulo  apostolo  S(c.  S(c.  <Sfc. 


Nostrum  inter ea  dolorem,  quo  vehementer  ajficie- 
bamur,  non  levis  consolatio  lenivit,  dum  interim  ma- 
jor Episcoporum  Gallicanorumpars  sua  sponte pas- 
toralis  sui  muneris  officiis  addictay  et  amore  veri- 
tatis  i?icensa,  constanter  adversabatur  ipsi  constitu- 
tionis  eamque  oppugnabat  in  iis  omnibus  quae  ad 
Ecclesia  regimen  pertinerent.  Huic  autem  con- 
solationi  nostra  novus  quoque  cumulus  accessit,ubi 
Dilectus  Filius  noster  S.  R.  E.  Cardinalis  Rupe- 
fucaldiuSy  (*)  Vencrabilesque  Fratres  Archiepis- 
copus  Aquensis  (f)  aliique  Archiepiscopi  et  Epis- 
copi  ad  numerum  usque  triginta  ut  tot  tantisque 
malis  occurrerent  ad  nos  confugerunt^die  10  Octob. 

(*)  Le  Cardinal  de  la  Rochefoucauld,  President  de  FOrdre 
da  Clerge  auxEtats-generaux,  avant  la  reunion  des  trois  ordres, 

(f)  L'Archeveque  d'Aix,  (Boisgelin,)  auteur  de  I' Exposition 
ctss  Frincipes. 

litteris- 
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titieris  datis  expositionem  miserunt  super  principiis 
constitutionis  clerisuo  cujus que  nomine  subsriptam, 
consiliumque  nostrum  et  opempostularunt  et  tutam 
agendi  normamjn  qud  conquiescerent  a  nobis  exqui- 
sierunttanquamacommunimagistroetparente.Illud 
quoque  ?nagis  magisque  nostram  consolationem  ad- 
auxit  quod  alii  Episcopi  bene  midti,primis  adjuncti, 
predict  am  expositionem  amplexi  fuerant,  it  a  ut 
cum  ab  Episcopis  centum  triginta  et  uno  istius  re- 
gni,  quatuor  dumtaxat  dissiderent,  ctimque  tarn 
ingenti  Episcoporum  numero,  capitulorum  etiafri 
multitudo,  et  parochorum,  sive  pastorum  secundi 
ordiHU  pars  major  accederet,  hujusmodi  sane  ex- 
positio,  concordi  animorum  consensione  suscepta 
totius  Gallicani  Ecclesiae  doctrina  haberetur,  et 
esset,  i  ■  . 


Datum  Romas  apud  S.  Petrum,  sub  Annulo 
Piscatoris,  die  13  Aprilis  1791,  Pontificates  nostri 
Anno  XVII. 

[   N°.  io.  ] 

Lettre  adressie  au  Roi  par  les  Ministres,  le  21 
Octobre  1790. 

Sire, 

Le  voeumanifeste  des  representans  de  la  Nation 
vous  determina  le  18  Juillet  de  l'annee  derniere, 
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a  rappeller  deux  d'entre  nous  dans  votre  Conseil. 
L'Assemblee  avoit  declare  solennellement,  qu'ils 
avoient  emporte  dans  leur  retraite,  l'estime  et  les 
regrets  dela  Nation.  Vous  voulutes  encore  pren- 
dre dans  le  sein  de  TAssemblee,  ceux  que  depuis 
Vous  avez  associes  aux  premiers,  et  elle  en  a  re- 
mercie  Votre  Majeste,  par  l'or^ane  de  son  pre- 
sident, qui  lui  dit  en  son  nom,  qu'elle  les  auroit 
presentes  elle-meme. 

Ces  honorables  suffrages  nous  etoient  neces- 
saires,  pour  esperer  quelques  succes,  et  rnalgre  la 
difficulte  des  circonstances,  nous  crumes  devoir 
n'ecouter  que  notre  zele  et  notre  devouement. 

Nous  avions  en  nous-memes  le  sentiment  de  la 
-droiture  de  nos  intentions,  il  nous  fut  peut-etre 
permis  de  compter  que  la  confiance  publique  nous 
accompagneroit  pres  de  vous,  Sire,  qu'elle  ne 
pourroit  nous  etre  enlevee  tant  que  nous  y  con- 
serverions  tous  nos  droits  j  et  la  loi  de  la  respon- 
sabilite  a  laquelle  nous  nous  etions  soumis  avant 
merae  qu'elle  fut  prononcee,  sembloit  devoir  nous 
mettre  a  Tabri  des  inculpations  hazardees,  milte 
fois  plus  dures  que  cette  loi. 

Ainsi  nous  avons  du  mepriser  les  traits  de  la 
calomnie,  les  denonciations  vague s  et  tout  ce  qui 
auroit  pu  nous  distraire  des  soins  importans  de 
1'adrninistration. 

Ainsi  nous  avons  du  nous  exposer  a  la  haine 
des  ennemis  de  l'ordre,  et  a  la  censure  de  ceux 
qui  ne  jugentles  Ministres  que  par  les  evenemens,. 
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n'apprecient  ni  les  obstacles  ni  le  nombre  ct  le 
degre  d'efforts  qui  ont  ete  deployes  contre  eux. 

II  est  cortsolant,il  est  glorieux  pour  nous  de  pou- 
voir  invoquer  votre  temoignage  aupres  de  Votre 
Majeste  elle-meme.  Elle  sait,etelle  a  eu  la  bonte 
de  nous  le  dire  quelquefois,  combien,  dans  une 
carriere  herissee  de  difBcultes  toujours  renaissan- 
tes,  il  nous  a  failu  du  courage  pour  y  persevercr 
et  supporter  le  poids  de  nos  places.  Elle  sait  qu'i] 
a  fallu  nous  oublier  sans  cesse  nous-memes,  pour" 
ne  nous  souvenir  que  de  Tamour  de  Votre  Ma- 
jeste pour  le  bien  des  peuples,  de  I'importance  de 
nos  obligations  et  de  notre  devouement  a  de  si 
grands  interets. 

C'est  dans  les  memes  sentimens  et  les  memes 
principes  qui  nous  ont  fait  un  devoir  sacre  de  tout 
sacrifice  utile,  que  nous  devons  maintenant  sup- 
plier Votre  Majeste  de  prendre  en  consideration 
s'il  ne  convient  pas  a  ses  interets  ainsi  qu'a  la 
chose  publique  de  choisir  d'autres  ministres. 

Nous  avonslieu  de  jugerpar  ce  qui  vient  de  se 
passer  dans  TAssembleeNationale  que  nous  n'ob* 
tenons  plus  la'conflance  d'un  grand  nombre  de 
ceux  qui  la  composent,  et  quoiqu'elle  ait  dans  sa 
justice  rejette  le  decret  qui  lui  a  ete  propose, 
quoiqu'il  n'ait  ete  rien  articule  de  precis  contre 
nous,  quoique  la  generalite  et  Tain  erf  urrte  des  im- 
putations n'annoncent  que  Fimpatience  de  fixer 
sUr  nous  le  tort  des  malheurs  publics,  et  qu'il 
nous  fut  facile  de  rendre  sensible  la  purete  de 
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notre  conduite,  soit  dans  son  ensemble,  soit  dans 
tous  ses  details,cependant  ilpeut  resulter  del'eclat 
raeme  de  cette  discussion,  et  du  fantome  de  rae- 
fiance  que  Ton  cherche  a  susciter  contre  nous,une 
impression  facheuse  pour  le  bien  du  service  de 
Votre  Majeste. 

Daignez  done,  Sire,  peser  dans  votre  sagesse 
ce  que  la  circonstance  demande  de  vous.  Daignez 
imposer  silence  a  votre  bonte  naturelle  et  ne  con- 
suiter  que  Tinteret  de  votre  personne  et  de  votre 
administration. 

Notre  amour  pour  notre  patrie  et  pour  notre 
&oi  vivra  toujours  dans  nos  cceurs,  et  certes  quel- 
que  puisse  etre  notre  sort,  nous  meriterons  tou- 
jours d'etre  comptes.au  nombre  des  bons  citoyens 
de  votre  Empire. 

Nous  sommes  &c.  &c. 

Signes,  l'Archev£que  de  Bordeaux,  la 
Luzerne,  Guignard,  et  Latour-du-Pin. 

Riponsc  du  Hoi  mix  Ministres. 

Saint-Cloud,  le  22  Octobre. 

Je  suis  tres-touche  des  sentimens  que  vous  me 
temoignez.  Personne  ne  sait  mieux  que  moi 
combien  sont  peu  fondees  les  inquietudes  que 
Ton  a  concues  a  votre  sujet.  Je  vous  ai  toujours 
vus  amis  du  peuple,  de  l'ordre,  de  la  justice  et  des 
loix.     Je   prendrai  en    grande  consideration 
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votre  lettre,  je  ferai  connoitre  a  chacun  de  vous 
mes  intentions,  et  j 'attends  de  votre  zele  pour  le 
bien  public  et  de  votre  attachement  pour  moi,  que 
jusques  la  vous  n'abandonnerez  pas  vos  fonctions. 

SignS  LOUIS. 


Lettre  de  Mr.  de  la  Luzerne  au  Roi. 

Paris,  le  23  Octobre  1790. 

Sire, 

Tous  vos  Ministres  ont  mis  sous  vos  yeux  leur 
position  et  l'etat  des  affaires  publiques-  mais  j'ai 
plus  particulierement  fait  sentir  a  Votre  Majeste 
qu'il  m'est  devenu  impossible  de  lui  rendre  des 
services  utiles  dans  le  departement  qu'elle  m'a 
confie. 

Les  desordres  s'etoient  d'abord  repandus  dans 
differentes  provinces  de  la  France,  et  s'y  sont 
bientot  accrus.  On  a  ebranle  eusuite  la  fidelite 
ou  au  moins  la  discipline  de  divers  corps  de  trou- 
pes ;  aujourd'hui  c'est  dans  les  possessions  les  plus, 
eloignees  qu'on  suscite  des  troubles  ;  c'est.  parmi 
les  equipages  des  escadres  et  les  ouvriers  des 
ports  et  arsenaux,  qu'on  a  seme  le  germe  de  la 
licence  et  de  l'insubordination. 

Ces  ports,  ces  arsenaux,  ces  escadres,  on  doit 
les  regarder  comme  la  veritable  egide  des  colo- 
nies francaises;  je  prierai  Votre  Majeste  d'agreer 
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que  je  lui  expose  bientct  dans  un  memoire  plus 
etendu,  en  quel  etat je  les  laisse}  et  que  je  lui  rende 
un  compte  detaille  de  mon  administration  ;  mais 
je  vais  rapidement  tracer  une  esquisse  qui  en  prej 
sentera  les  resultats ;  elle  suffira  pour  constater 
les  ressourcesfaciles  a  trouver  dans  ce  qui  subsiste, 
et  il  importe  de  fairc  connoitre  des  ce  moment 
le  parti  qui  peut  etre  tire  apres  moi,  de  ce  qui  a 
ete  fait  pendant  ma  gestion. 

Une  marine  materielle  beaucoup  plus  consj* 
tierable  qu'elle  ne  l'a  jamais  ete  depuis  le  con> 
mencement  du  siecle,  les  approvisionnemens 
qu'elle  exige  rassembles,  soixante-et-dix  vais- 
seaux  de  ligne  et  soixante-cinq  fregates  a  flot, 
( je  ne  comprends  dans  ce  nombre  ni  quatre  vais- 
seaux  et  deux  fregates  qui  peuvenf*  etre  mis  a 
l'eau  avant  la  fin  de  cette  annee,  ni  huit  autres 
vaisseaux  et  quatre  fregates  en  construction,  ) 
une  foule  d'excellens  officiers  qui  se  sont  signales 
pendant  la  derniere  guerre,  et  qu'on  a  constam- 
ment  exerces  depuis  cette  epoque,  devroient 
rendre  la  France  redoutable  a  toutes  les  puis- 
sances maritimes,  preserver  d'insulte  ses  colonies 
6t  etre  le  plus  sur  garant  du  maintien  de  la  paix. 

En  ce  moment  neanmoins,  les  flottes  des  autres 
nations  couvrent  deja  les  mers,et  nos  forces  na- 
yales  restent  enchainees ;  elles  se  trouvent  con- 
damnees  a  l'inaction  et  a  l'inertie  par  l'mdiscir 
pline  des  marins,  qui  se  perpetue  par  des  mouve^ 
mens  d'insurrection  sans  cesse  renouvelles,  par 
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!e*  soupcons  deraisonnables  et  injustes  qu'on  leur 
inspire  chaque  jour. 

Desormais,  Sire,  un  de  vos  anciens  ministres 
auroit  moins  que  qui  que  ce  soit  la  faculte  d'op- 
poser  a  ce  mal  moral  les  remedes  qu'il  faut  y  ap- 
porter.  II  est  necessaire,  il  est  instant,  comme  je 
l'ai  constamment  represente  depuis  plusieurrs 
jours,  de  me  nommer  un  successeur.  Je  trahirois 
ma  conscience  et  la  verite  que  je  n'ai  jamais  dissi- 
mulee  a  Votre  Majeste,en  n'insistant  pas  de  nou- 
veau  sur  les  motifs  qui  rendent  cette  mesure 
indispensable.  Quel  que  soit  celui  que  vous  choi- 
sirez  pour  me  remplacer,  il  est  probable  qu'il  n'e- 
prouvera  pas  les  memes  difficultes.  On  n'aura 
pas  encore  cherche  a  aliener  de  lui  Topinion  pu- 
blique.  II  recueillera  au  moins  les  premices  de  la 
faveur  populaire,  faveur  qui  peut  seconder  effica- 
cement  ses  efforts,  et  l'aider  a  etablir  Tordre. 
Cette  consideration  est  si  decisive  et  si  urgente, 
qu'aucune  autre  dans  les  circonstances  actuelles, 
ne  doit  la  balancer.  Mon  devouement  pour  vous, 
Sire,  est  et  sera  toujours  sans  bornes.  Je  n'offre 
a  Votre  Majeste  qu'une  nouvelle  preuve  de  mon 
attachement  pour  ses  veritables  interets,  et  de  ma 
fidelite  a  mes  devoirs,  en  lui  adressant  ma  demis- 
sion et  en  la  suppliant  de  l'accepter. 

Signe  la  Luzerne. 
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Rcponse  du  Roi  a  Mr.  de  la  Luzerne. 

Saint-Cloud,  le  S3  Octobre* 

Vousm'avez,  Monsieur,donne  1'annee  dernierc 
une  grande  preuve  de  votre  attachement  en  re- 
prenant  votre  place  quand  j'ai  cru  votre  retour 
utile  pour  mon  service  et  pour  le  bien  de  l'£tat. 
Vous  pensez  a  present  que  votre  retraite  est  ne- 
cessaire.  Je  retrouve  en  cette  occasion  le  sen- 
timent qui  vous  a  toujours  conduit.  Je  desire 
que  vous  exposiez  votre  conduite,  comme  vous 
me  paroissez  dans  la  resolution  de  le  faire,  et 
j'en  ferai  usage  suivant  les  circonstances.  Je 
n'oublierai  jamais,  et  j'aurai  du  plaisir  a  vous  te\ 
moigner  ma  satisfaction  des  marques  constantes 
de  devouement  que  vous  m'avez  donnees,  et 
c'est  a  regret  quej'accepte  votre  demission. 

Signe,  LOUIS. 

[    N*.  11.  ] 
Tableau  des  depenses  de  Vannee  1791, 

Maison  du  Roi   25,000,000  li  v. 

Maison  des  Princes  et  rempla- 

cement  d 'apanages   6,000,000 


Total.  .  .  .    3 1,000,000 liv. 
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Montant  de  V autre  part.  .  .  31,000,00011V. 
Culte  et  depenses  accessoires.  ,  140,000,000 

Guerre                                     .  89,000,000 

Marine  .......  50,000,000 

Affaires  etrangeres  ,  6,300,000 

Ministres  et  autre s  membres  du 

Conseil   460,000 

Bureau  de  rAdministration  ge- 
nerate de  la  direction  du  tre- 

sor  Royal  et  du  tresor  public.  1,450,000 

Comptabilite   300,000 

Administration,    Controle  des 

Ponts  et  Chaussees,  &c.  .  .  .  206,000 
Ouvrages  d'art  et  travaux  a  la 

charge  du  tresor  public.  .  .  .  4,000,000 
Invalides  et  Quinze-Vingt.  .  .  .  846,000 
Primes  et  encouragemens.  .  .  .  4,000,000 
Universites,  enseignemcnt,  tra- 
vaux litteraires   1,000,000 

Imprimerie  Royale   150,000 

Edifices  religieux*  Communaut.  400,000 

Bibliotheque  du  Roi.  110,000 

Jardin  des  Plantes   100,000 

Depots  publics.   20,000 

Ecoles  des  Mines   7,000 

Session  de  la  Legislature  et  ac- 
cessoires. ...........  6,000,000 


Total,  .  .  .  335,349,000 liv. 
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Montant  de  T 'autre part. .  .  335,349,000  liv. 

Pensions   16,000,000 

Rentes   de   l'Hotel-de-  Ville, 

Payeurs  et  Controleurs.  .  .  .  152,600,000 

Autres  Rentes  perpetuelles.  .  .  4,000,000 

Autres  Rentes  viageres,   .  <  .  ^  3,000,000 

Rentes  sur  le  Clerge  *  3,000,000 

Rentes  sur  1'ancien  Clerge. .  .  ,  333,000 
Interets  de  l'emprunt  de  Sep- 

tembre  1789   2,600,000- 

Interets  d'emprunts  et  d'effets 

remboursables  ,  .  .  10,000,000 

Interets  d'emprunts  des  Pays 

d'Etats   6,000,000 

Autres  interets  de  creances.  .  .  129,646 
Interets  de   cautionnemens  et 

fonds  d'avance.  ........  8,000,000 

Amiraute   6,020,000 

Interets  des  charges  de  Finance.  2,400,000 
Emprunt  de  Genes  et  d'Amster- 

dam.   3,840,000 

Indemnites  ,   1,000,000 

Achat  de  numeraire   4,000,000 

Ateliers  de  charite  momentanes.  5,000,000 

Procedure  criminelle   3,000,000 


Totaux   566,27 1,646  liv. 
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Lettre  de  M.  VEvique  d'Antun,  aux  Eccle- 
siastiques  fonctionnaires  du  Dcpartement  de 
SaS?ie  et  Loire,  du  29  Decembre  1790. 

Mes  chers  Collegues,  l'Assemblee  nationals 
ayant  juge  necessaire  d'imposer  aux  fonction- 
naires ecclesiastiques  le  serment  de  maintenir  d$ 
tout  leur  pouvoir  la  constitution  civile  du  Cler- 
ge,  j'ai  prete  ce  serment,  aussitot  que  le  decret 
qui  1'ordonne  a  ete  accepte  par  le  Roi,  et  je 
rn'empresse  de  vous  l'apprendre  Ce  devoir  que 
j'airempli,  dans  toute  la  sincerite  de  mon  arae, 
vous  le  remplirez  surement  aussi  dans  les  memes 
sentimens  qui  m'ont  anime.  Non-seulement  vous 
verrez  qu'il  importe  essentiellement  au  maintien, 
ou  plutot  au  retour  de  cette  paix  si  desirable  dont 
nous  ne  devons  jamais  perdre  de  vue  que  nous 
sommes  les  ministres ;  majs  vous  verrez  aussi  qu'il 
ne  renferme  rien  qui  doive  alarmer  la  conscience 
la  plus  craintive;  que  les  decrets  qui  reglent  cette 
constitution,  ont  separe  avec  un  soin  religieux  ce 
qui  appartient  au  dogme,  de  ce  qui  lui  est  entie- 
rement  etranger ;  qu'ils  ne  sont,  surpresque  tous 
les  points,  qu'nn  retour  respectable  aux  loix  les, 
plus  pures  de  1'fegJise,  que  Je  tems,  ou  les  passions 
ilumaines  avoient  si  etrangement  alterees ,  qu'ils 
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ont  rendu  plutot  que  donne  au  peuple  le  droit  si 
naturel  de  designer  ses  pasteurs,  et  qu'en  redui- 
sant  le  nombre  des  fiveques  par  une  nouvelle  cir- 
conscription  territoriale,  ils  n'offrent  a  l'espr^ 
que  l'exercice  le  plus  legitime  et  le  plus  incon- 
testable du  pouvoir  civil  de  toutes  les  nations,  et 
non  un  empietement  sur  l'autbrite  spirituelle., 
Vous  observerez  a  ce  sujet,  que,  meme  sous  l'an- 
cien  ordre  des  choses,  la  puissance  civile,  toute 
incomplete  quelle  etoit,  auroit  pu  incontestable- 
ment,  par  des  motifs  d'une  grande  utilite  publi- 
que,  auroit  meme  du,  dans  le  cas,  par  exemple, 
d'une  calamite  locale,  appeller  les  habitans  d'un 
Diocese  dans  un  autre ;  que  cependant  il  seroit 
resulte  de  la,  qu'un  plus  grand  nombre  de  Fideles 
auroient  ete  places  sous  la  juridiction  d'un  des 
deux  Eveques,  tandis  que  l'autre  n'auroit  plus  eu 
de  juridiction  a  exercer,  et  que  c'est  precisement 
et  uniquement  ce  qui  a  ete  decrete  par  l'Assem- 
blee  nationale,  mais  sans  deplacement  des  per- 
sonnes. Ce  rapprochement  bien  simple,  vous  paroi* 
tra,  j'espere,  ainsi  qu'a  moi,  tout  a  fait  decisif.  En- 
fin,  Messieurs,  en  improuvant,  et  toutefois  en  cher- 
chant  a  excuser,  autant  qu'il  sera  en  vous,  l'er- 
reur  ou  1'iTlusion  momentanee  de  ceux  de  nos 
collegues  qui,  jusqu'a  ce  jour,  ont  meconnu  ces 
verites,  vous  ferez  avec  moi  les  voeux  les  plus  ar- 
dens  pour  que  tous  les  esprits  se  reunissent 
promptement  dans  la  profession  des  memes  prin- 
cipes,  et  vous  montrerez  par  votre  exemple  que 
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le  civisme  des  pasteurs  rend  encore  plus  respec- 
table aux  yeux  des  peuples,  la  Religion  qu'ils 
enseignent. 

La  nouvelle  circonscription  des  Dioceses  va 
m'unir  aux  travaux  de  plusieurs  d'entre  vous  que 
je  n'ai  point  encore  l'avantage  de .  connoitre:  je 
les  conjure  d'etre  bien  convaincus  que  ce  sera 
toujours  un  bonheur  pour  moi  de  concourir  avec 
eux  a  tout  ce  que  la  Religion,  la  charite  et  le  pa- 
triotisme  ieur  inspireront  pour  le  plus  grand  bien 
des  peuples  dont  les  interets  nous  sont  confies  en 
commun. 

Signe,  l'Eveque  d'Autun. 

•  ,     I    N?.  |&$/|&  ?.^m*i$&%r.  ■ 

Projet  d'adresse  aux  Frangais,  rcdigc  par 
Mir  abeau,  sur  la  ConstitutioJi  civile 
du  ClergL 

F  r  a  n  9  a  i  s,  au  moment  ou  l'Assemblee  na- 
tionale  coordonne  le  sacerdoce  a  vos  loix  nou- 
velles,  afin  que  toutes  les  institutions  de  l'Empire, 
se  pretant  un  mutuel  appui,  votre  liberte  soit 
inebranlable ;  on  s'efforce  d'egarer  la  conscience 
des  peuples;  on  denonce  de  toutes  parts  la  cons- 
titution civile  du  Clerge,  decretee  par  vos  Repre- 
sentans,  comme  denaturant  1'organisation  divine 
de  l'figlise  chretienne,  et  ne  pouvant  subsister 
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avec  les  principes  consacres  par  Tantiquite  eccle- 
siastique. 

Ainsi,  nous  n'aurions  pu  briser  les  chalnes  de 
notre  servitude,  sans  secouer  le  joug  de  la  Foi! .... 
Non,  la  liberte  est  loin  de  nous  prescrire  un  si 
impraticable  sacrifice.  Regardez,  6  citoyens ! 
Regardez  cette  £glise  de  France,  dont  les  fonde- 
mes  s'enlacent  et  se  perdent  dans  ceux  de  l'Em- 
pire  hii-meme,  voyez  comme  elle  se  regenere 
avec  lui,  et  comme  la  liberte  qui  vient  du  ciel, 
aussi  bien  que  notre  Foi,  semble  montrer  en  elle 
la  compagne  de  son  eternite  et  de  sa  divinite ! 
Voyez  comme  ces  deux  filles  de  la  raison  souve* 
raine  s'unissent  pour  developper  et  remplir  toute 
la  perfectibilite  de  votre  sublime  nature,  et  pour 
combler  votre  double  besoin  d'exister  avec  gloire, 
et  d'exister  toujoursJ 

On  nous  reproche  d 'avoir  refuse  de  decreter 
explicitement  que  la  Religion  catholique,  apos- 
tolique  et  romaine  est  la  Religion  nationale. 

D'avoir  change,  sans  1'intervention  de  l'autorite 
ecclesiastique,  l'ancienne  demarcation  des  Dio- 
ceses, et  trouble  par  cette  mesure,  ainsi  qu'en 
d'autres  points  de  la  constitution  civile  du  Cler- 
ge,  la  puissance  Episcopate. 

Enrrn,  d'avoir  aboli  l'ancienne  forme  de  la  no- 
mination des  pasteurs,  et  de  la  faire  determiner 
par  i'election  des  peuples. 

A  ces  trois  points  se  rapportent  toutes  lea  ac- 
cusations d'irreligion  et  de  persecution  dont  or: 
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Youloit  fletrir  l'integrite,  la  sagesse  et  1'ortho- 
doxie  de  vos  Representans.  lis  vont  repondre : 
moins  pour  se  justifier  que  pour  premunir  les  vrais 
amis  de  la  Religion  contre  les  clameurs  hypo- 
crites des  ennemis  de  la  revolution. 

Declarer  nationale  la  Religion  chretienne,  eut 
cte  fletrir  le  caractere  le  plus  intime  et  le  plus 
essentiel  du  christianisme.  En  general,  la  Reli- 
gion n'est  pas,  elle  ne  peut  etre  un  rapport  social; 
elle  est  un  rapport  de  Thomme  prive  avec  l'fitre 
infini.  Comprendriez-vous  ce  que  Ton  voudroit 
vous  dire,  si  Ton  vous  parloit  d'une  conscience  na- 
tionale? Eh  bien !  la  Religion  n'est  pas  plus  na- 
tionale que  la  conscience ;  car  un  homme  n'est 
pas  veritablement  religieux,  parce  qu'il  est  de  la 
religion  d'une  nation;  et  quand  i-1  n'y  en  auroit 
qu'une  dans  l'univers,  et  que  tous  les  hommes 
se  seroient  acccordes  pour  la  professer,  il  seroit 
encore  vrai  que  chacun  d'eux  n'auroit  un  senti- 
ment sincere  de  la  Religion  qu'autant  que  chacun 
seroit  de  la  sienne ;  c'est-a-dire,  qu'autant  qu'il 
suivroit  encore  cette  Religion  universale  quand 
le  genre  humain  viendroit  a  l'abjurer. 

Ainsi,  de  quelque  maniere  que  Ton  envisage 
une  Religion,  la  dire  nationale,  c'est  lui  attribuer 
une  denomination  insigninante  ou  ridicule. 

Seroit-ce  comme  juge  de  la  verite,  ou  comme 
juge  de  son  aptitude  a  former  de  bons  citoyens 
que  le  legislateur  rendroit  une  Religion  constitu- 
ti<mdk?    Mais  d'abord,  y  a-t-il  des  verit'es  na~ 
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tionales?  En  second  lieu,  peut-il  jamais  etre 
utile  au  bonheur  public  que  la  conscience  des 
hommes  soit  enchainee  par  la  loi  de  I'fitat  ?  La 
loi  ne  nous  unit  les  uns  aux  autres  que  dans  les 
points  ou  nous  nous  touchons.  Or,  les  hommes 
ne  se  touchent  que  par  la  superficie  de  leur  etre ; 
par  la  pensee  et  la  conscience,  ils  demeurent  iso- 
les ;  et  1'association  leur  laisse  a  cet  egard  l'exis- 
tence  absolue  de  la  nature. 

Enfm,  il  ne  peut  y  avoir  de  national  dans  un 
empire  que  des  institutions  etablies  pour  produire 
des  effets  politiques,  et  la  Religion  n'etant  que  la 
correspondance  de  la  pensee  et  de  la  spiritualite 
de  rhomme  avec  la  pensee  divine,  avec  1'esprit 
imiversel,  il  s'ensuit  qu'elle  ne  peut  prendre  sous 
ce  rapport  aucune  forme  civile  ou  legale.  Le 
christianisme  principalement  s'exclut  par  son  es- 
sence de  tout  systeme  de  legislation  locale.  Dieu 
n'a  pas  cree  ce  flambeau  pour  preter  des  formes 
et  des  couleurs  a  l'organisation  sociale  des  Fran- 
cois ;  mais  il  l'a  pose  au  milieu  de  l'univers  pour 
etre  le  point  de  ralliement  et  le  centre  d'unite  du 
genre  humain.  Que  ne  nous  blame-t-on  aussi 
de  n'avoir  pas  declare  que  le  soleil  est  Vastre  de 
la  nation,  et  que  nul  autre  ne  sera  recormu  de- 
vant  la  loi  pour  regler  la  succession  des  nuits  et 
des  jours. 

Ministres  de  l'Evangile!  vous  croyez  que  le 
christianisme  est  le  profond  et  eternel  systeme  de 
Dieu,  qu'il  est  la  raison  de  l'existence  d'un  uni- 
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vers  et  d'un  genre  humain;  qu'il  embrasse  toutes 
les  generations  et  tous  les  terns  5  qu'il  est  le  lien 
d'une  societe  eparse  dans  tous  les  Empires  du 
monde,  et  qui  se  rassemblera  des  quatre  vents  dc 
la  terre  pour  s'elever  dans  les  splendeurs  de  Tine- 
branlable  Empire  de  l'eternite.  Et  avec  ces  idees 
si  vastes,  si  universelles,  si  superieures  a  toutes 
les  localites  humaines,  vous  demandez  que  par 
une  loi  constitutionnelle  de  notre  regime  naissant, 
le  christianisme,  si  fort  de  sa  majeste  et  de  son 
antiquite,  soit  declare  la  Religion  des  Francais. 

Ah  I-c'estVous  qui  outragez  la  Religion  de  nos 
peres.  Vous  voulez  que,  semblable  a  ces  Reli- 
gions mensongeres,  nees  de  l'ignorance  des  hom- 
ines, accreditees  par  les  dominateurs  de  la  terre, 
et  confondues  dans  les  institutions  politiques 
comme  un  moyen  d'oppression,  elle  soit  dedaree 
la  Religion  de  la  loi  et  des  Cesars ! 

Sans  doute,  la  ou  une  croyance  absurde  a  en- 
fante  un  regime  tyrannique,  la  ou  une  constitu- 
tion perverse  derive  d'un  culte  insense,  il  faut 
bien  que  la  Religion  fasse  partie  essentielle  de  la 
constitution. 

Mais  le  christianisme,  foible  et  chancelant  dans 
sa  naissance,  n'a  point  invoque  l'appui  des  loix, 
ni  l'adoption  des  gouvernemens :  ses  ministres 
eussent  refuse  pour  lui  une  existence  legale,  par- 
ce  qu'il  falloit  que  Dieu  seul  parut  dans  ce  qui 
n'etoit  que  son  ouvrage ;  et  il  nous  manqueroit 
aujourd'hui  la  preuve  la  plus  eclatante  de  sa  ve- 
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rite,  si  tous  ceux  qui  professoient  avant  nous  cette 
Religion  sainte,  l'eussent  trouvee  dans  la  legisla- 
tion des  Empires, 

O  etrange  consequence!  Quels  sont  ceS 
hommes  qui  nous  demandoient,  avec  une  chaleur 
et  une  amertume  si  peu  chretienne,  un  decret 
qui  rendit  le  christianisme  const itutionnel  ?  Ce 
sont  les  memes  qui  blamoient  la  constitution 
nouvelle  ;  qui  la  presentment  comme  la  subver- 
sion de  toutes  les  loix  de  la  justice  et  de  la  sa- 
gesse,  qui  la  denoncoient  de  toute  part  comme 
l'arme  de  la  perversite,  de  la  force  et  de  la  ven- 
geance; ce  sont  les  memes  qui  nous  disoientque 
cette  constitution  devoit  perdre  l'Etat  et  desho- 
norer  la  Nation  francaise. 

O  hommes  de  mauvaise  foi!  pourquoi  vouliez- 
vous  done  introduire  une  Religion  que  vous  faites 
profession  de  cherir  et  d'adorer  dans  une  legisla- 
tion que  yous  faites  gloire  de  decrier  et  de  hair  ? 
pourquoi  vouliez-vous  unir  ce  qu'il  y  a  de  plus 
auguste  et  de  plus  saint  dans  l'univers  a  ce  que 
vous  regardez  comme  le  plus  scandaleux  monu- 
ment de  la  malice  humaine  ?  Quel  rapport,  vous 
diroit  S.  Paul,  peut-il  s'ctablir  entre  la  justice  et 
Viniquite?  et  que  pourroit-il  y  avoir  de  commun 
entre  le  Christ  et  Belial? 

Non,  Francais !  ce  n'est  ni  la  bonne  foi,  ni  la 
piete  sincere  qui  suscitent  au  milieu  de  vos  Re- 
presentans  toutes  ces  contestations  religieuses ; 
ce  sont  les  passions  des  hommes  qui  s'efforcent 
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de  se  cacher  sous  des  voiles  imposans  pour  cou* 
vrir  plus  impunement  leurs  tenebreux  desseins. 

Remontez  au  berceau  de  la  Religion  ;  c'est  la 
que  vous  pourrez  vous  former  l'idee  de  sa  vraie 
nature,  et  determiner  le  mode  d'existence  sous  le- 
quel  son  divin  fondateur  a  voulu  qu'elle  regnat 
dans  l'univers.    Jesus-Christ  est  le  seul  de  tous 
les  Sages  qui  se  sont  appliques  a  instruire  les 
hommes  et  a  les  rendre  bons  et  heureux,  qui  ne 
les  ait  envisages  sous  aucun  rapport  politique,  et 
qui  n'ait,  en  aucune  circonstance,  mele  a  son'en- 
seignement  des  principes  relatifs  a  la  legislation 
des  Empires.   Quelle  que  soit  Tinrluence  de  l'E- 
vangile  sur  la  moralite  humaine,  jamais  J.  C.  ni 
ses  disciples  ne  firent  entendre  que  Finstitution 
evangelique  dut  entrer  dans  les  loix  constitution- 
nelles  des  nations.  II  n'ordonne  nulle  part  a  ceux 
qu'il  a  choisis  pour  publier  sa  doctrine,  de  la  pre- 
senter aux  legislateurs  du  monde  comme  renfer- 
mant  des  vues  nouvelles  sur  l'art  de  gouvemer 
les  peuples :  Allez  et  instrmsez  ces  homines,  en  di- 
sant,  voici  que  le  Roy  mime  de  Dieu  approche ;  et 
lorsque  vous  entrerez  dans  une  ville  o?i  dims  tin 
hameau,  demandez  qui  sont  ceux  qui  venlent  vous 
ecouter,  et  restezy  aidant  qiCil  le  faudrapour  leur 
apprendre  ce  que  vous  devez  leur  enseigner  j  mais 
si  Von  refuse  de  vous  ecouter,  sortez  ;  et  soyez  en 
toutprudens  comme  les  serpens,  et  simples  comme 
les  colombes. 

L'Evangile  est  done,  par  son  institution,  une 
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economic  toute  spirituelle  ofFerte  aux  mortels  en 
tant  qu'ils  ont  une  destination  ulterieure  aux  fins 
de  Fassociation  civile,  et  considered  hors  de  toute s 
les  relations  politiques ;  il  est  propose  a  l'homme 
comme  sa  seconde  raison,  comme  le  supplement 
de  sa  conscience,  et  non  a  la  societe  comme  uil 
nouvel  objet  de  mesures  legislatives.  Enfin,  F£- 
vangile  a  demande,  en  paroissant  au  monde,  que 
les  hommes  le  regussent,  et  que  les  gouvernemens 
le  soiifirissent :  c'est  la  le  caractere  exterieur  qui 
le  distingua  des  son  origine  de  toutes  les  autres 
p.eligions  qui  avoient  tyrannise  la  terre,  et  c'est 
aussi  ce  qui  doit  le  distinguer  jusqu'a  la  fin  des 
terns,  de  tous  les  cultes  qui  ne  subsistent  que  par 
leur  incorporation  dans  les  loix  des  Empires. 

C'est  done  une  verite  etablie  sur  la  nature  des 
choses,  sur  les  lumieres  du  bon  sens,  et  sur  Fes- 
sence  meme  de  l'institution  evangelique,  qtie  vos 
Representans,  6  Francais !  ne  devoient,  ni  ne  pou- 
voient  decreter  nationaley  la  Religion  catholique,  - 
apostolique  et  romaine. 

Mais,  puisque  le  christianisme  est  une  econo- 
mic toute  spirituelle,  hors  de  la  puissance  et  de 
Tinspection  des  hommes,  pourquoi  nous  sommes- 
nous  attribue  le  droit  de  changer,  sans  Finterven- 
tion  spirituelle,  Fancienne  demarcation  des  Dio- 
ceses ? 

Certes,  on  devroit  nous  demander  aussi  pour- 
quoi nous  sommes  Chretiens,  pourquoi  nous  avons 
assigne  sur  le  tresor  national,  aux  Ministres  de 
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TEvangile  et  aux  depenses  du  culte,  la  plus  solide 
partie  des  revenus  de  l'£tat  ? 

D'apres  les  elemens  de  la  constitution  chrf> 
tienne,  son  culte  est  l'objet  de  V acceptation  libre 
des  hommes  et  de  la  tolerance  des  gouvernemens. 
II  ne  peut  etre  repute  que  souffert,  tant  qu'il  n'est 
re9U  et  observe  que  par  un  petit  nombre  des  cito- 
yens  de  l'Empire ;  mais,  des  qu'il  est  devenu  le 
culte  de  la  majorite  de  la  Nation,  il  perd  sa  deno- 
mination de  culte  tolere,  il  est  alors  un  culte  recu: 
il  est  de  fait  la  Religion  du  public,  sans  etre  de 
droit,  la  Religion  nationale,  car  une  Religion  n'est 
pas  adoptee  par  la  Nation,  en  tant  qu'elle  est  une 
puissance,  mais  en  tant  qu'elle  est  une  collection 
d 'hommes. 

Dans  cet  etat  du  culte,  son  exercice  n'ayant  au- 
cune  correspondance  avec  l'ordre  civil,  il  en  re- 
sulte  plusieurs  consequences. 

Premieremetit.  L'autorite  ecclesiastique  peut  par- 
tager  entre  les  pasteurs,  la  conduite  spirituelle  des 
fideles,  suivant  telles  divisions  ou  demarcations 
que  lui  prescrivent  son  interet  et  sa  sagesse^et  le 
gouvemement,  qui  n'est  lie  par  aucun  point  au 
regime  religieux,  n'a  rien  a  voir,  nl  a  reformer 
dans  des  circonscriptions  qui  n'ont  pas  de  visibi- 
lite  politique. 

Secondement.  Dans  cette  situation  du  culte,qui 
fut  si  long-tems  la  seule  que  l'ancien  sacerdoce 
ait  demandee  aux  puissances  de  la  terre,  la  sub- 
sistance  des  ministres3  la  construction  etl'entretien 
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des  temples,  et  toutes  les  depenses  du  ceremonial 
religieux,  sont  une  charge  etrangere  au  fisc ;  car 
ce  qui  n'appartient  pas  a  l'institution  politique, 
ne  peut  etre  du  ressort  de  la  depense  publiquf. 

Troislemement .  Mais  du  moment  que  resti- 
tution chretienne,  adoptee  par  la  majorite  des  ci- 
toyens  de  l'Empire,  a  ete  allouee  parla  puissance 
nationale;du  moment  que  cette  meme  puissance, 
prenant  sur  elle  >.toutes  les  charges  de  l'£tat  tem- 
porel  de  la  Religion,  et  pourvoyant  a  tous  les  be^ 
soins  du  culte  de  ses  ministres,  a  garanti  sur  la 
foi  de  la  Nation  et  sur  les  fonds  de  son  tresor,  la 
perpetuite  et  Timmutabilite  de  l'acceptation 
qu'elle  a  faite  du  christianisme,des-lors  cette  Re-« 
ligion  a  recu  dans  l'£tat  une  existence  civile  et 
legale,  qui  est  le  plus  grand  honneur  qu'une  Na- 
tion puisse  rendre  a  la  saintete  et  a  la  majeste  de 
I'fevangile,  et  des-lors  aussi  c'est  a  cette  puissance 
nationale  qui  a  donne  a  l'institution  religieuse 
une  existence  civile,  qu'appartient  la  faculte  d'en 
determiner  l'organisation  civile,  et  de  lui  assigner 
sa  constitution  exterieure  et  legale.  Elle  peut  et 
elle  doit  s'emparer  de  la  Religion,  selon  le  carac- 
tere  public  qu'elle  lui  a  imprime,  et  par  tous  les 
points  ou  elle  l'a  etablie  en  correspondance  avec 
l'institution  sociale.  Elle  peut  et  elle  doit  s'attri- 
buer  l'ordonnance  du  culte  dans  tout  ce  quelle 
lui  a  fait  acquerir  d'exterieur,  dans  toute  l'am- 
pleur  physique  qu'elle  lui  a  fait  contracter,  dans 
tous  les  rapports  ou  elle  l'a  mis  avec  la  grande 
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machine  de  l'Etat;  enfin,  dans  tout  ce  qui  n'est 
pas  de  sa  constitution  spirituelle,  intime  et  primi- 
tive. C'est  done  au  gouvernement  a  regler  les  de- 
marcations diocesaines,  puisqu'elles  sont  le  plus 
grand  caractere  public  de  la  Religion,  et  la  ma- 
nifestation de  son  existence  legale.  Comment  le 
ministere  sacerdotal  ne  seroit-il  pas  subordonne, 
dans  le  partage  des  fonctions  du  culte,  a  la  me- 
me  autorite  qui  present  les  limites  de  toutes  les 
autres  fonctions  publiques,  et  qui  determine  tou- 
tes les  circonscriptions  de  l'Empire  ? 

Eh !  que  Ton  nous  dise  ce  que  signifie  1'inter- 
vention  de  l'autorite  spirituelle  dans  une  distribu- 
tion toute  politique.  Une  nation  qui,  recevant 
dans  son  sein,et  unissant  a  son  regime  la  Religion 
chretienne,  dispose  tellement  le  systeme  de  toutes 
ses  administrations,  que  partout  ou  elle  trouve  des 
hommes  a  gouverner,  la  aussi  elle  prepose  un  pre- 
mier pasteur  a  leur  enseignement  religieux ;  une 
telle  nation  s'attribue-t-elle  un  pouvoir  sacerdotal  ? 
Entreprend-t-elle  quelque  chose  sur  les  conscien- 
ces, sur  les  dogmes  de  la  Foi,  sur  ses  sacremeus, 
sur  ses  rapports  et  ses  dependances  hierarchiques  ? 

Mais,  nous  dit-on,  la  juridiction  spirituelle  des 
£veques  a  change  avec  l'ancienne  division  des 
dioceses,  et  il  faut  bien  que  le  Pontife  de  Rome 
intervienne  pour  accorder  aux  Eveques  des  pou- 
voirs  accommodesala  nouvelle  constitution.  Que 
ceux  d'entre  nos  pasteurs  qui  ont  le  coeur  droit 
et  l'esprit  capable  d'observation,  s'elevent  au 
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dessus  des  idees  et  des  traditions  d'une  theologie 
inventee  pour  defigurer  la  Religion,  et  la  subor- 
donner  aux  vues  ambitieuses  de  quelques  hom- 
ines, et  ils  reconnoitront  que  le  fondateur  du 
christianisme  semble  avoir  constitue  son  sacer- 
doce  d'apres  la  prevoyance  de  sa  destinee  future; 
c'est-a-dire,  qu'il  l'a  fait  tel  qu'il  put  se  preter  a 
toutes  les  formes  civiles  des  Etats  ou  l'institution 
chretienne  seroit  adoptee,  et  s'exercer  dans  tou- 
tes les  directions  et  selon  toutes  les  circonscrip- 
tions  qui  lui  seroient  assignees  par  les  loix  des 
Empires. 

Est-ce  en  donnant  a  chacun  d'eux  une  portion 
de  puissance  limitee  par  des  bornes  territoriales 
que  J.  C.  a  institue  les  Apotres  ?  Non  ;  c'est  en 
conferant  a  chacun  d'eux  la  plenitude  de  la  puis* 
sance  spirituelle,  ensorte  qu'un  seul,  possedant 
la  juridiction  de  tous,  soit  etabli  le  pasteur  du 
genre  humain.  «  Allez,  leur  dit-il  ;  repandez-vous 
„  dans  l'Univers  j  prechez  l'£vangile  a  toute  crea^ 

»  ture  Je  vous  envoie  conime  mon  Pere 

„  m'a  envoye.  " 

Si  done,  au  moment  de  leur  mission,  les  Apo- 
tres se  fussentpartage  l'enseignement  de  l'univers* 
et  qu'ensuite  les  puissances  fussent  venues  chan- 
ger les  circonscriptions  qu'ils  s-'etoient  volontai- 
rement  assignees,  aucun  d'eux  se  seroit-il  inquiete 
que  sa  juridiction  ne  se  trouvat  pas  la  meme  ? 
Croit-on  qu'ils  eussent  reproche  al'autorite  publi- 
que  de  s'attribuer  le  droit  de  restreindrq  ou  d'e- 
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tendre  Tautorite  spirituelle  ?  Pense-t  on  sur-tout 
qu'ils  eussent  invoque  l'intervention  de  St.  Pierre 
pour  se  faire  reintegrer  dans  les  fonctions  de  l'A- 
postolat  par  une  mission  nouvelle  ? 

Et  pourquoi  auroient-ils  recours  a  ce  premier 
chef  de  l'£glise  universelle  ?  Sa  primaute  ne  consis- 
toit  pas  dans  la  possession  d'une  plus  grande  puis- 
sance spirituelle,ni  dans  une  juridictionplusemi- 
nenteetplusetendue.  Un'avoitpasre9ude  mission 
particulierejil  n'avoit  pas  ete  etabli  le  pasteur  des 
hommes  par  une  inauguration  speciale  et  separee 
de  celle  des  autres  Apotres.  St,  Pierre  etoit  pas- 
teur en  vertu  des  memes  paroles  qui  donnerent  a 
tous  ses  collegues  l'Univers  a  instruire,  et  le  genre 
humain  a  sanctifier.  Aussi  voyons-nous  St.  Paul 
et  les  autres  Apotres  etablir  des  feveques  et  des 
Pretres,  dans  les  differentes  contrees  ou  ils  ont 
porte  le  flambeau  de  l'Evangile,  et  les  instituer 
pasteurs  des  troupeaux  qu'ils  ont  conquis  au 
christianisme  des  son  origine,  et  nous  ne  voyons 
nulle  part  qu'ils  aient  invoque,  pour  remplir  cet 
objet  sacre,  l'autorite  de  St.  Pierre,  ni  que  les 
nouveaux  pasteurs  aient  attendu  de  lui  l'insti- 
tution  canonique, 

Quelle  idee  les  Pontifes  de  notre  culte  ont-ils 
done  de  leur  mission,  puisqu'ils  n'y  reconnoissent 
plus  le  meme  caractere  dont  les  Apotres  furent 
Tevetus  ?  S'il  est  vrai  que  le  sacerdoce  chretien 
n'a  ete  jnstitue  qu'une  fois  pour  tous  les  siecles, 
U  puissance  apostolique  ne  subsiste-t-elle  pas  au- 
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jourd'hui  dans  les  Eveques  comme  successeurs 
des  Apotres  a  l'universalite  de  sa  primitive  ins- 
titution ?    Chacun  d'eux  ail  moment  de  sa  con- 
secration n'est-il  pas  devenu  ce  que  fut  chaque 
Apotre  au  moment  ou  il  re9ut  la  sienne  aux 
pieds  du  Pasteur  eternel  de  l'Eglise  ?    Et  n'est- 
il  pas  envoy e  comme  J.  C.  l'a  ete  par  son  Pere  ? 
Enfin,  n'at-il  pas  ete  investi  d'une  aptitude  appli* 
cable  a  tous  les  lieux,  a  tous  les  hommes,  et  tou- 
jour subsistante,  sans  nulle  alteration,  au  milieu 
de  tousles  changemens,de  tous  les  accroissemens 
et  de  toutes  les  variations  que  peuvent  eprouver 
Ja  demarcation  des  £glises  ? 

Veillez  voire  conduite,  dit  St.  Paul  aux  Eveques 
qu'il  avoit  etablis  en  Asie,  veillez  voire  conduite 
et  celle  du  troupeau  pour  lequel  le  St,  Esprit  vous 
a  cons  acres  Eviques,  en  vous  dormant  le  gouverne- 
ment  de  VEglise  de  Dieu}  que  J.  C.  a  fondce  par 
son  sang.  Pesez  ces  paroles,  et  demandez-vous 
si  St.  Paul  croyo.it  3  la  localite  de  la  juridiction 
episcopate. 

Les  Eveques  sont  done  essentieliement  charges 
du  regime  de  l'Eglise  universelle,  comme  l'e- 
toient  les  Apotres  :  leur  mission  est  actuelle,  im- 
mediate, et  absolument  independante  de  touts 
circonscription  locale.  L'onction  de  l'episcopat 
suffit  aussi  a  leur  institution,  et  ils  n'ont  pas  plus 
besoin  de  la  sanction  du  Pontife  de  Rome  que 
S.  Paul  n'eut  besoin  de  celle  de  S.  Pierre.  Le 
Pontile  de  Rome  n'est  comme  S.  Pierre  le  fat 
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lui  meme,  que  le  pasteur  indique  pour  etre  le 
point  de  reunion  de  tous  les  pasteurs,  l'interpel- 
lateur  des  juges  de  la  Foi,  le  depositaire  de  la 
croyance  de  toutes  les  Eglises,  le  conservateur 
de  la  communion  universelle,  et  le  surveillant  de 
tout  le  regime  interieur  et  spirituel  de  la  Religion. 

Or,  tous  ces  rapports  n'etablissent  aucune  dis- 
tinction ni  aucune  dependance  reellement  hierar- 
chique  entre  lui  et  les  Eveques  des  autresEgliscs; 
et  ceux-ci  ne  lui  doivent  en  montant  sur  le  siege, 
que  l'attestation  de  leur  union  au  centre  de  la 
Foiuniverselle,deleurvolonte  d'etre  pasteurs  dans 
l'esprit  et  dans  le  sens  de  la  croyance  catholique, 
etde  correspondre  au  saint  siege  comme  au  prin* 
cipal  tronc  de  1'autorite  que  J.  C.  a  donnee  a 
son  Eglise, 

On  ne  connut  jamais  dans  l'antiquite  ecclesias- 
tique  d'autres  formes  pour  Installation  des  Pon- 
tifes :  je  prof  esse,  ecrivoit  autrefois  un  Eveque  au 
Pape  S.  Damase,  queje  suis  uni  de  communion  cL 
voire  Saintete,  c'est-ci-dire,ci  la  Chaire  de  &  Pierre, 
Je  sais  que  VEglise  a  ete  bade  sur  cette  pierre, 
Celui  qui  mange  la  Pique  hors  de  cette  maison, 
est  un  profane  5  qui  nyamasse  pas  avec  vons,  est  un 
dissipateur.  Voila  la  determination  precise  du 
rapport  que  J.  C.  a  etabli  entre  S.  Pierre  et  les 
autres  Apotres,  et  la  seule  regie  de  la  correspond 
dance  a  maintenir  entre  Rome  et  toutes  les  Egli-. 
ses  de  la  catholicite ;  et  c'est  aussi  la  seule  dont 
jTAssemblee  Nationale  ait  recommande  l'obser^ 
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vation  aux  premiers  pasteurs  de  l'Eglise  de 
France. 

C'est  en  recourant  a  cette  source  antique  et 
incorruptible  de  la  vraie  science  ecclesiastique, 
que  les  bons  esprits  se  convaincront  aussi  que  les 
Eveques  metropolitains  re9oivent,  par  la  seule 
occupation  du  siege  designe  pour  metropole,  tous 
les  pouvoirs  necessaires  pour  exercer  leurs  fonc- 
tions.  C'est  sur-tout  en  France  une  verite  de 
principe,  que  la  puissance  episcopate  n'a  d'au- 
tres  limites,  que  celles  que  des  considerations 
d'ordre  et  de  police  ont  force  de  prescrire ;  c'est- 
a-dire,  des  bornes  purement  territoriales.  Les 
metropoles  ne  sont-elles-memes  que  des  etablis- 
semens  de  police.  L'episcopat  du  metropolitain 
n'est  pas  different  de  celui  de  ses  Eveques  suffra- 
gans. Sa  superiorite  sur  eux,  il  ne  la  tient  pas 
d'une  mission  particuliere,  mais  seulement  de  la 
ville  ou  son  siege  est  etabli.  Cette  espece  d'hie- 
rarchie  sacerdotale,  etoit  toute  calquee  sur  la 
hierarchie  civile  ^  et  les  empereurs  designoient  a 
leur  gre,  le  siege  de  ces  etablissemens. 

Nous  accusera-t-on  d'avoir  encore  retreci  la 
puissance  episcopale,  d'avoir  eleve  le  simple  sa- 
cerdoce  au  niveau  del'Episcopat?  Ne  semble-t- 
U  pas  plutot  que  notre  premier  objet  dans  les 
dispositions  que  nous  avons  statuees  sur  son  re- 
gime, ait  ete  de  lui  rendre  cette  immensite  qu'il 
eut  dans  son  origine,  et  de  detruire  toutes  ces 
limites  ou  un  ancien  et  epais  nuage  de  prejuges 
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et  oVerreursen  avoit  concentre l'exercice?  A moins 
que  ce  n'eut  ete  rompre  la  gradation  hierarchy 
que  qui  distingue  les  premiers  pasteurs  inferieurs, 
que  de  donner  a  FEveque  de  chaque  Eglise  un 
conseil,  et  de  regler  qu'il  ne  pourroit  faire  aucun 
acte  d'autorite  en  ce  qui  concerne  le  gouverne- 
ment  du  diocese  qu'apres  en  avoir  delibere  avec 
le  presbytere  diocesain :  comme  si  cette  superio- 
rite  que  le  pontife  possede  de  droit  divin  sur  son 
clerge  l'affranchissoit  du  devoir  impose  de  droit 
naturel  a  tous  les  hommes  charges  d'un  soin 
vaste  et  difficile,  d'invoquer  le  secours  et  de 
consulter  les  lumieres  de  Texperience,  de  la  ma- 
turite  et  de  la  sagesse :  comme  si  dans  ce  point, 
de  meme  que  dans  tous  les  autres,  l'Assemblee 
Nationale  n'avoit  pas  retabli  les  usages  de  Tan- 
cienne  Eglise.  Tout  s'y  faisoit  par  conseil,  dit 
Fleury,  parce  quyon  ne  cherchoit  qxia.  y  faire 

regner  la  raison,  la  regie,  la  volonte  de  Diea  

E?i  chaque  Eglis.e yl 'EvSque  ne  faisoit  rien  oVimpor* 
tant  sans  le  conseil  des  prc'tres  de  son  diocese  et  des 
principaux  de  son  clerge.  Souventrntme  il  consultoit 
tout  le  penple,  quand  il  avoit  int'erH  ci  V affaire 
comme  aux  ordinations. 

Mais  la  meme  puissance  qui  possede  exclusi- 
vement  la  legislation  nationale  a-telle  pu  et  d& 
faire  disparoitre  Tancienne  forme  de  la  nomination 
des  pasteurs,  et  la  soumettre  a  l'election  des  peu- 
ples  ? 

Qui,  certes,  elle  a  eu  ce  droit;  si  1'attribution 
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d'une  fonction  appartient  essentiellement  a  ceux 
qui  en  sont  l'objet  et  la  fin ;  et  le  sacerdoce  fran- 
cais  lui  doit  aussi  a  cet  egard  l'exemple  du  res- 
pect et  de  l'obeissance.  C'est  pour  les  hommes 
qu'il  existe  une  Religion  et  un  sacerdoce,  et  non 
pour  la  divinite  qui  n'en  a  pas  besoin.  Tout  Pon- 
tife,  dit  S.  Paul,  choisi  du  milieu  des  hommes,  est 
etabli  -pour  le  service  des  hommes;  il  doit  Stre  tel 
qiiil  sache  compatir  ci  V ignorance,  se  plier  a  lafoi- 
blesse,  et  eclairer  Verreur. 

Et  non  seulement  l'Apotre  proclame  ici  le  droit 
du  pcuple  aux  elections  ecclesiastiques,  comme 
derivant  de  la  nature  des  choses,  mais  il  l'appuie 
par  des  considerations  particulieres  d'ordre  et  de 
circonstance.  Le  service  sacerdotal  est  un  mi- 
nistere  d'humanite,  de  condescendance,  de  zeie 
et  de  charite;  c'est  pourquoi  St.  Paul  recom- 
mande  de  ne  confier  qu'a  des  hommes  doues 
d'une  ame  vraiment  paternelle  et  sensible,  qu'a 
des  hommes  des  long-tems  exerces  aux  bonnes 
actions^  et  connus  publiquement  par  leurs  incli- 
nations pacifiques  et  leurs  habitudes  bienfaisan- 
tes^  c'est  pourquoi  aussi  il  indique  pour  juges  de 
leur  aptitude  aux  fonctions  de  Pontife  et  de  pas- 
teur  du  peuple,  ceux  qui  ont  ete  les  spectateurs 
de  leur  conduite  et  les  objets  de  leurs  soins. 

Cependant,  parce  que  1'Assemblee  Nationale 
de  France,  chargee  de  proclamer  les  droits  sacres 
du  peuple,  l'a  rappelle  aux  elections  ecclesiasti- 
ques, parce  qu'elle  a  retabli  l'antique  forme  de 
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ces  elections,  et  tire  de  sa  desuetude  un  procede 
qui  fut  une  source  de  gloire  pour  la  Religion, 
aux  beaux  jours  de  sa  nouveaute,  voila  que  des 
ministres  de  la  Religion  crient  a  l'usurpation,  au 
scandalc,,  a  l'impiete  reprouvent  comme  un  at- 
tentat a  la  plus  imprescriptible  autorite  du  Cler- 
ge,  le  droit  d'election  restitue  au  peuple,  et  osent 
reclamer  le  concours  pretendu  necessaire  du  Pon- 
tife  de  Rome. 

Lorsqu'autrefois  un  Pape  immoral  et  un  des- 
pote  violent  fabriquerent,  a  l'insu  de  l'£lglise  et 
de  l'Empire,ce  contrat  profane  et  scandaleux,ce 
concordat  qui  n'etoit  que  la  coalition  de  deux 
usurpateurs,  pour  se  partager  les  droits  et  Tor 
des  Francais,  on  vit  la  Nation  et  son  Clerge  op- 
poser  a  ce  brigandage  tout  l'eclat  d'une  resis- 
tance unanime,  redemander  les  elections,  et  re- 
vendiquer  avec  une  energie  perseverante  la  pra- 
gmatique,  qui  seule  avoit  fait  jusqu'alors  le  droit 
commun  du  Royaume. 

Et  c'est  ce  concordat  irreligieux,  cette  conven- 
tion simoniaque  qui,  au  terns  ou  elle  se  fit,  attira 
sur  elle  tous  les  anathemes  du  sacerdoce  francais; 
c'est  cette  stipulation  criminelle  de  l'ambition  et 
de  l'avarice,  ce  pacte  ignominieux  qui  imprimoit, 
depuis  des  siecles,  aux  plus  saintes  fonctions  la 
tache  honteuse  de  la  venalite,  qu'aujourd'hui  nos 
prelats  ont  l'impudeur  de  reclamer  au  nom  de  la 
Religion,  a  la  face  de  Tumvers,  a  cdte  du  berceau 
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de  la  liberte,  dans  le  sanctuaire  dcs  loix  regene* 
ratrices  de  l'Empire  et  de  1'AuteL 

Mais,  dit-on,  le  choix  des  pasteurs  confie  a  las 
disposition  du  peuple  ne  sera  plus  que  le  produit 
de  la  cabale. 

Parmi  les  plus  implacables  detracteurs  du  re* 
tablissement  des  elections,  combien  en  est-il  a 
qui  [nous  pourrions  faire  cette  terrible  reponse  ? 
<£  Est-ce  a  vous  a  emprunter  Taccent  de  la  piete 
pour  condamner  une  loi  qui  vous  assigne  des  suc- 
cesseurs  dignes  de  l'estime  et  de  la  veneration 
de  ce  peuple  qui  n'a  cesse  de  conjurer  le  ciel 
d'accorder  a  ses  enfans  un  pas.teur  qui  les  console 
et  les  edifie  ?  Est-ce  a  vous  d'invoquer  la  Reli- 
gion contre  la  stabilite  d'une  constitution  qui  doit 
en  etre  l'inebranlable  appui ;  vous  qui  ne  pourriez 
soutenir  un  seul  instant  la  vue  de  ce  que  vous 
etes,  si,  tout  a  coup  l'austere  verite  venoit  a  mani- 
fester  au  grand  jour  les  tenebreuses  et  laches  intri- 
gues qui  ont  determine  votre  elevation  a  l'Espis- 
copat,  vous  qui  etes  les  creatures  de  la  plus  per- 
verse administration,  vous  qui  etes  le  fryit  de 
cette  iniquite  effrayante,  qui  appelloit  aux  pre- 
miers emplois  du  sacerdoce  ceux  qui  croupis- 
soient  dans  l'oisivete  et  l'ignorance,  et  qui  fermoit 
impitoyablementles  portes  du  sanctuaire  a  la  por- 
tion sage  et  laborieuse  de  l'ordre  ecclesiastique  ? 

Comment  ces  homines  qui  font  ostentation 
d'un  si  Igrand  zele  pour  assurer  aux  Eglises  un 
choix  de  pasteurs  dignes  d'un  riom  si  saint,  com- 
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ment  ont-ils  done  pu  se  taire  si  long-tems,  lors- 
quils  voyoient  le  sort  de  la  Religion,  et  le  partage 
des  augustes  fonctions  de  l'Apostolat  abandonnes 
a  la  gesticn  d'un  ministre  esclave  des  intrigues 
qui  environnoient  le  trone?  Les  occasions  de 
s'elever  contre  un  sacrilege  trafic,  se  presentoient 
au  Clerge  a  des  epoques  regulierement  renais- 
santes :  que  faisoit-il  dans  ses  assemblies  ?  Au 
lieu  de  chercher  un  remede  a  la  deplorable  des- 
tinee  de  la  Religion,  et  d'eclairer  la  sagesse  d'un 
prince  religieux  et  juste,  sur  l'impiete  qui  laissoit 
le  soin  de  pourvoir  de  pasteurs  l'Eglise  de  France 
aux  impitoyables  oppresseurs  qui  se  jouoient  de  la 
detresse  et  des  larmes  du  peuple,  il  portoit  pueri- 
lement  aux  pieds  du  Monarque  un  vain  et  lache 
tribut  d'adulation,  et  des  contributions  dont  il 
imposoit  la  charge  a  la  classe  pauvre,  assidue  et 
residente  des  ouvriers  evangeliques. 

Et  qui  ne  voit  que  demander  line  autre  forme 
de  nomination  aux  offices  ecclesiastiques,  e'eut 
ete  dans  nos  prelats,  condamner  trop  ouverte- 
ment  leur  creation  anti-canonique,  et  s'avouer  a 
la  face  de  la  Nation  pour  des  intrus  qu'il  falloit 
destituer  ou  remplacer. 

Que  si,  n'osant  regenerer  d'une  maniere  abso- 
lue  le  retablissement  de  la  forme  elective  pour 
les  offices  ecclesiastiques,  les  Prelats  nous  repe- 
tent  encore  que  le  mode  decrete  parle  Corps  le- 
gislatif,  est  contraire  ci:lx  formes  anciennes  qui 
toujours  accorderent  au  sacerdoce  les  honneurs 
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de  la  preponderance,  nous  leur  demanderons  s'ils 
ont  trouve  cette  influence  fondee  sur  une  loi  pre- 
cise de  la  constitution  evangelique,  et  si  elle  etoit 
un  effct  des  regies  sur  lesquelles  J.  C.  a  organise 
le  regime  de  la  Religion,  nous  leur  demanderons 
quelles  furent  les  premieres  elections  qui  suivirent 
Jmmediatement  la  fondation  du  Christianisme. 
La  multitude  des  disciples  choisit  sur  1'invitation 
des  Apotres,-  sept  hommes  pleins  du  S.  Esprit  et 
de  sagesse,  pour  les  aider  dans  les  soins  dc 
TApostolat.  Ces  hommes  recurent  des  Apotres 
^imposition  des  mains,  et  ils  furent  les  premiers 
Diacres. 

Et  de  nos  jours,  quand  et  comment  le  Clerge 
Intervengit-il  done  dans  le  travail  de  la  distribu- 
tion des  places  diocesaines  et  paroissiales  ?   II  y 
avoit  des  sieges  pontificaux  a  remplir,et  le  Roi  les 
donnoit.  II  y  avoit  des  titres  de  riches  Abbayes  a 
conferer,  et  la  Cour  les  conferoit.  Une  tres-grande 
partie  des  benefices-cures  etoient  a  la  disposition? 
ties  patrons  ou  collateurs  la'ics,  etces  laics  en  dfo* 
posoient.  Un  non  catholique>  un  juif,  par  la  simple 
acquisition,  de  certaines  seigneuries,  devenoient 
les  arbitres  de  la  destineee  de  la  Religion  et  de 
l'etat  moral  cPun  grand  nombre  de  Paroisses. 
Ainsi  les  grands  titres  et  les  grandes  places  de 
l'£glise  se  distribuoient  sans  la  participation  et 
meme  a  l'in9U  du  Clerge  j  et  ce  qui  lui  restoit  de 
droit  sur  les  nominations  obscures  et  subalternes^ 


Appendix. 


■:8S 


lie  servoit  qu'a  rendre  plus  "publique  et  plus  sen- 
sible sa  nullite  en  administration  beneficiale. 

Sans  doute,  iffut  un  age  de  l'Eglise  ou  le  sacer- 
doce  presidoit  les  assemblees  convoquees  pour 
creer  des  Pasteurs,  et  le  'peuple  regloit,  sur  le 
suffrage  du  Clerge,  la  determination  de  son  choix; 
mais  pourquoi  nos  Prelats,  au  lieu  de  s'arreter  k 
des  terns  intermediates,  ou  les  formes  primitives 
etoient  alterees,  ne  remontent-ils  pas  jusqu'a  ces 
elections  si  contigues  au  berceau  de  l'Eglise  ou 
chaque  ville  et  chaque  hameau  avoit  son  Pontife 
et  ou  le  peuple  seul  proclamoit  et  intronisoit  son 
Pasteur?  Car  il  faut  bien  remarquer  que  Tassocia- 
tion  du  Clerge  aux  assemblees  electives  date  de 
la  diminution  des  sieges  episccfpaux,  c'est-a-dire, 
qu'elle  a  sa  cause  dans  la  difficulte  d'assembler 
la  multitude  de  ceux  qui  appartenoient  a  une 
seule  Eglise. 

A  ces  memes  epoques  ovi  le  sacerdoce  etoit 
l'ame  des  assemblees  convoquees  pour  Telection 
des  ministres  du  sanctuaire,  les  Eveques  pauvres 
et  austeres  portoient  tout  le  fardeau  du  ministere 
religieux.  Les  Pretres  inferieurs  n'etoient  que 
leurs  assistans.  C'etoient  les  Eveques  seuls  qui 
offroient  le  sacrifice  public,  qui  prechoient  les  fi- 
deles,  qui  catechisoient  les  enfans,  qui  portoient 
les  aumones  de  l'Eglise  dans  les  reduits  de  l'in- 
fortune,  qui  visitoient  les  asiles  publics  de  la  vieil- 
lesse,  de  Finfirmite  et  de  Tindigence,  qui  par- 
couroient  de  leurs  pieds  meurtris*  et  venerables, 
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les  vallees  profondes  et  les  montagnes  escarpeeg, 
pour  repandre  les  lumieres  et  les  consolations  dc 
la  Foi  dans  le  sein  des  innocens,  habitans  des 
champs  et  des  bourgades.  Voila  des  faits  pre- 
cisement  paralleles  a  celui  de  l'influence  des 
Eveques  sur  le  choix  des  Pasteurs.  Or,  voudroit- 
on  transformer  ces  faits  en  autant  de  points  du 
droit  ecclesiastique,  et  prononcer  que  la  conduits 
des  Prelats,  qui  n'evangelisent  pas  leur  troupeau, 
et  qui  voyagent  dans  des  chars  somptueux,  est 
contraire  a  la  constitution  essentielle  de  l'Eglise? 

La  forme  adoptee  par  l'Assemblee  nationale 
est  done  la  plus  saine,  puisqu'elle  est  la  plus  con- 
forme  aux  procedes  des  terns  apostoliques,  et  que 
rien  n'est  si  evangelique  et  si  pur  que  ce  qui 
derive  de  la  haute  antiquite  ecclesiastique. 

La  coupable  resistance  des  Pretres  aux  loix  de 
leur  pays,  l'opiniatrete  de  leurs  efforts  pour  fairs 
revivre  le  double  despotisme  du  sacerdoce  et  du 
trone,  ont  aliene  d'eux  la  confiance  de  leurs  con. 
eitoyens,  et  ils  n'ont  pas  ete  appelles  de  nos  jours 
en  grand  nombre  dans  les  corps  charges  desor^ 
mais  de  proclamer  les  choix  du  peuple. 

Mais  le  terns  arrivera  ou  une  autre  generation 
de  Pasteurs  crees  par  les  eitoyens,  s'attachant 
aux  loix  et  a  la  liberte,  comme  a  la  source  de  son 
existence  et  de  sa  vraie  grandeur,  regagnera  cette 
haute  consideration,  qui  donnoit  tant  d'autorite 
au  sacerdoce  de  l'ancienne  Eglise,  et  rendoit  sa 
presence  si  chere  a  ces  assemblies  majestueuses, 
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©u  les  mains  d'un  peuple  innombrable  portoient 
solennellement  la  thiare  sacree  sur  la  tete  la  plus 
humble  et  la  plus  sage. 

Alors  les  defiances  inquietes  et  les  soupcons 
facheux  disparoitront.    La  confiance,  le  respect 
et  l'amour  du  pauvre  ouvriront  aux  Pretres  les 
portes  de  ces  assemblees  comme  aux  plus  res- 
pectables conservateurs  de  l'esprit  public  et  de 
1'incorruptible  patriotisme.  On  s'honorera  de  de- 
ferer  a  leurs  suffrages;  car  rien  n'est  en  effet  plus 
honorable  pour  une  Nation,  que  d'accorder  une 
grande  autorite  a  ceux  que  son  choix  n'a  pu  ap- 
peler  aux  grandes  places  de  la  Religion,  sans 
leur  reconnoitre  l'avantage  des  grands  talens  et 
le  merite  des  grandes  vertus.  Alors  le  sacerdoce 
et  TEmpire,  la  Religion  et  la  patrie,  le  sanctuaire 
des  mysteres  sacres,  et  le  temple  de  la  liberte,  des 
loix,  au  lieu  de  se  croiser  et  de  se  heurter  au  gre 
des  interests  qui  ^divisent  les  homines,  ne  compo- 
seront  plus  qu'un  seul  systeme  de  bonhcur  public, 
et  la  France  apprendra  aux  nations,  que  FEvan- 
gile  et  la  liberte  sont  les  bases  inseparables  de  la 
vraie  legislation,  et  le  fondement  eternel  de  l'etat 
le  plus  parfait  du  genre  humain. 

Voila  1'epoque  glorieuse  et  salutaire  qu'a  voulu 
preparer  TAssemblee  nationale,  que  hateront  de 
concert  avec  les  loix  nouvelles,  la  lumiere  et  les 
vertus  du  sacerdoce,  mais  que  pourroient  aussi 
reculer  ses  prejuges,  ses  passions,  ses  resis- 
tances. 
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Pasteurs  et  disciples  de  FEvangile,  qui  calom- 
niez  les  principes  des  legislateurs  de  votre  patrie, 
savez-vous  'ce  que  vous  faites  ?  Vous  consolez 
l'impiete  des  insurmontables  obstacles  que  la  loi 
avoit  opposes  auxprogresde  son  desolant  systeme; 
et  c'cst  de  vous-memes  que  rennemi  du  dogme 
evangelique  attend  aujourd'hui  Tabolition  de 
tout  culte,  et  l'extinction  de  tout  sentiment  reli- 
gieux.  Figurez-vous  que  les  partisans  de  l'irre- 
ligion,  calculant  les  gradations  par  ou  le  faux 
zele  de  la  Foi  la  conduit  a  sa  perte,  prononcent 
dans  leur  cercle  ce  terrible  discours. 

"  Nosrepresentans  avoient  reporte  sur  les  bases 
antiques  l'edince  du  christianisme,  et  nosmesures 
pour  le  renverser  etoient  a  jamais  deconcertees. 
Mais  ce  qui  devoit  donner  a  la  Religion  une 
si  grande  et  si  imperturbable  existence,  devient 
maintenant  le  gage  de  notre  triomphe  et  le  signal 
de  la  chute  du  sacerdoce  et  de  ses  temples. 
Voyez  ces  Prelats  et  ces  Pretres  qui  soufflent  dans 
toutes  les  contrees  du  Royaume  l'esprit  de  sou- 
levement  et  de  fureur ;  voyez  ces  protestations 
perfides  ou  Ton  menace  de  l'enfer  ceux  quire9oi- 
ventla  liberte,etqui  refusent  de  redemander  Fes 
clavage  auxquels  ils  ont  echappe.    Voyez  cette 
affectation  de  preter  aux  legislateurs  de  l'Empire 
le  caractere  atroce  des  anciens  persecuteurs  des 
chretiens.    Voyez  le  sacerdoce  meditant  sans 
cesse  des  moyens  pour  s'emparer  de  la  force  pu- 
blique,  pour  la  deployer  contre  ceux  qui  l'ant 
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clepouille  de  ses  anciennes  usurpations,  pour  re- 
monter  sur  le  trone  de  son  orgueil,  pour  faire  re- 
fluer  dans  ses  palais  un  or  qui  en  etoit  le  scan- 
dale  et  la  honte.  Voyez  avec  quelle  ardeur  il 
egare  les  consciences,  alarme  lapiete  des  simples, 
efFraie  la  timite  des  foibles,  et  comme  il  s'attache 
in  faire  croire  au  peuple  que  la  revolution  et  la 
Religion  ne  peuvent  subsister  ensemble.  " 

Or,  le  peuple  finira  par  le  croire  en  efFet ;  et 
balance  dans  l'alternative  d'etre  chretien  ou  libre, 
il  prendra  le  parti  qui  coutera  le  moins  a  son  be- 
soin  de  respirer  de  ses  anciens  malheurs :  et  alors 
il  abjurera  son  christianisme  j  il  maudira  ses  pas- 
teurs;  il  ne  voudra  plus  connoitre  ni  adorer  que  le 
Dieu  createur  de  la  nature  et  de  ]a  liberte  j  et  alors 
tout  ce  qui  lui  retracera  le  souvenir  du  Dieu  de 
TEvangile  lui  sera  odieux ;  il  ne  voudra  plus  sa- 
ciirier  que  sur  l'autel  de  la  patrie  ■>  il  ne  verra  ses 
anciens  temples  que  comme  des  monumens  qui 
nc  sauroient  plus  servir  qu'a  attester  combien  il 
fut  long-tems  le  jouet  de  1'imposture  et  la  victime 
du  mensonge,  il  ne  pourra  done  plus  soufFrir  que 
le  prix  de  sa  sueur  et  de  son  sang  soient  appliques 
aux  depenses  d'un  culte  qu'elle  rejette,  etqu'une 
portion  immense  de  la  ressource  publiquc  soit 
appliquee  a  un  sacerdoce  conspirateur.  Et  voilat 
comment  cette  Religion,  qui  a  resiste  a  toutes 
les  controVerses  humaines,  etoit  destinee  a  s'a- 
neantir  dans  le  tombeau  que  lui  consacroient  ses 
propres  ministres, 
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Ah  !  tremblez  que  cette  supputation  de  l'in- 
credulite  ne  se  soit  fondee  surles  plus  alarmantes 
vraisemblances  !  Ne  diroit-on  pas  que  tous  ceux 
qui  se  font  une  etude  de  decrier  comme  attenta- 
toire  aux  droits  de  la  Religion,  le  precede  que 
VOS  representans  ont  suivi  dan£  l'organisation  du 
ministere  ecclesiastique,  ne  croiroit-on  pas  qu'ils 
ont  le  meme  but  que  l'impiete,  qu'ils  prevoient 
le  meme  denouement,  et  qu'ils  sont  resolus  a  la 
perte  du  Christianisme,  pourvu  qu'ils  soient  ven- 
ges,  et  qu'ils  aient  epuise  tous  les  moyens  de  re- 
couvrer  leur  puissance  et  de  nous  replonger  dans 
la  servitude.  C'est-a-dire,  que  la  seule  difference 
qui  distingue  ici  la  doctrine  irreligieuse  de  l'aris- 
tocratie  ecclesiastique ;  c'est  que  la  premiere 
ne  souhaite  la  ruine  de  la  Religion,  que  pour 
rendre  plus  sur  le  triomphe  de  la  constitution 
et  de  la  liberte,  et  que  la  seconde  ne  tend  a  la 
destruction  de  la  Foi  que  dans  l'espoir  de  la  voir 
entrainer,dans  sa  chute  la  liberte  et  la  constitution 
de  l'Empire  :  Tune  n'aspire  a  voir  sa  loi  s'eteindre 
parmi  nous,  qu'en  croyant  qu'elle  est  un  obs- 
tacle a  la  parfaite  liberte  des  hommes  ;  l'autre  ex- 
pose la  Foi  aux  plus  grands  dangers,  dans  le  des- 
sein  de  vous  ravir  ce  que  vous  avez  reconquis  de 
vos  droits,  et  de  jouir  encore  une  fois  de  votre 
abaissement  et  de  votre  misere.  Enfin,  l'une  ne 
ha'it  dans  la  Religion  que  ce  qui  paroit  y  con- 
sacrer  des  principes  favorables  aux  tyrans;  et 
l'autre  la  livre  volontairement  a  tous  les  hazards 
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d'un  chocdont  elle  attend  le  retour  de  la  tyrannic, 
et  la  renaissance  de  tous  les  ordres.  Ainsi,  Fesprit 
d'humanite  qui  se  mele  aux  entreprises  de  l'in- 
credulite  contre  l'Evangile,  cn  adoucit  et  en 
fait,  en  quelque  sorte,  pardonner  la  temerite  et 
1'injustice.  Mais  comment  pourroit  etre  excus6 
notre  sacerdoce  du  mal  qu'il  fait  a  la  Religion, 
pour  renfoncer  les  homines  dans  le  malheur  et 
recouvrer  une  puissance  dont  la  privation  sou- 
leve  toutes  ses  passions  et  consterne  toutes  ses 
habitudes  ? 

O  vous,  qui  etes  de  bonne  foi  avec  le  Ciel  et 
votre  conscience,  pasteurs  qui  n'avez  balance 
jusqu'a  ce  jour  a  sceller  de  votre  serment  la  nou- 
velle  constitution  civile  du  clerge,  que  par  rap- 
prehension  sincere  de  vous  rendre  complices  d'une 
usurpation ;  rappellez-vous  ces  terns  anciens  ou 
la  Foi  chretienne,  reduite  a  concentrer  toute  sa 
majeste  et  tous  ses  tresors  dans  le  silence  et  les 
tenebres  des  cavernes,  tressailloit  d'une  joie  si 
douce  et  si  pure  lorsqu'on  venoit  annoncer  a  ses 
pontifes  austeres  et  venerables  le  repos  du  glaive 
de  la  persecution,  lorsqu'on  leur  apprenoit  la  fin 
d'un  regne  cruel  et  Favenement  d'un  prince  plus 
humain  et  plus  sage,  lorsqu'ils  pouvoient  sortir 
avec  moins  de  frayeur  des  cavites  profondes  ou 
ils  avoient  erige  leurs  autels  pour  aller  consoler 
et  afFermir  la  piete  de  leurs  humbles  disciples, 
lorsqu'ils  pouvoient  laisser  sortir  de  dessous  terre 
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quelques  eteincelles  du  flambeau  divin  dont  IU 
gardoient  Ie  precieux  depot. 

Or,  supposons  que  l'un  de  ces  hommes  vene- 
tables,  sortant  tout-a-coup  de  ces  catacombes  an- 
tiques ou  sa  cendre  est  confondue  avec  celles  de 
tant  de  Martyrs,  vienne  aujourd'hui  contempler 
au  milieu  de  nous  la  gloire  dont  la  Religion  s'y 
voit  environnee,  et  qu'il  decouvre  d'un  coup-d'ceil 
tous  ces  temples,  ces  tours  qui  portent  si  haut  dans 
les  airs  les  eclatans  attributs  du  Christianisme, 
Cette  croix  de  1'Evangile  qui  s'elance  du  sommet 
de  tous  les  departemens  de  ce  grand  Empire  : 
quel  spectacle  pour  les  regards  de  celui  qui  en 
descendant  au  tombeau  n'avoit  jamais  vu  la  Re- 
ligion que  dans  les  antres  des  forets  et  des  deserts ! 
Quels  ravissemens,quels  transports !  Je  crois  Ten] 
iendre  s'ecrier,  comme  autrefois  cet  etranger,  a 
la  vue  du  camp  du  peuple  de  Dieu.  O  Israel, 
$ue  w$  tentes  sont  belles  !  O  Jacob,  quel  ordre, 
quelle  majeste  dans  vos  pavilions !  .  *  .  . 

Calmcz  done,  ah  !  calmez  vos  craintes,  pretres, 
ministres  du  Dieu  de  paix  etde  verite:  rougissez 
de  vos  exagerations  incendiaires,  et  ne  voyez  plus 
notrc  ouvrage  a  travers  vos  passions.  Nous  ne 
vous  demanderons  pas  de  jurer  contre  la  loi  de 
votre  coeur,  mais  nous  tous  demanderons  au 
nom  du  Dieu  saint  qui  doit  nous  juger  tous,  de 
tie  pas  confondre  des  opinions  humaines  et  des 
traditions  scholastiques,  avec  les  regies  invio- 
lables  et  sacrees  de  1'Evangile.    S'il  estcontraire 
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21  la  morale  d'agir  contre  sa  conscience,  il  ne  Pest 
pas  moins  de  se  faire  une  conscience  d'apres  des 
principes  faux  et  arbitrages.  L'obligation  de 
faire  sa  conscience  est  anterieure  a  l'obligation 
de  suivre  sa  conscience.  Les  plus  grands  mal- 
heurs  publics  ont  ete  causes  par  des  hommes  qui 
ont  cru  obeir  a  Dieu  et  sauver  leurs  ames. 

Et  vous  adorateurs  de  la  Religion  et  de  la 
patrie,  Francais,  peuple  fieri,  mais  genereux,  con^ 
templez  votre  etat  passe  et  votre  situation  a  venir. 
Qu'etoit  la  France,  il  y  a  peu  de  mois  ?  Les  sages 
y  invoquoient  la  liberte  et  la  liberte  etoit  sourde 
a  la  voix  des  sages.  Les  Chretiens  eclaires  demand 
doient  ou  s'etoit  refugiee  la  Religion  de  leurs 
peres,  et  la  vraie  Religion  de  l'Evangile  ne  se 
retrouvoit  nulle  part.  Nous  etions  une  Nation  sans 
patrie,un  peuple  sans  gouvernement  et  uneEglise 
sans  caractere  et  sans  regime  

II  n'y  avoit  de  regulier  et  de  stable  parmi 
nous  que  la  deflagration  de  tous  les  vices,  que  le 
scandale  de  toutes  les  injustices,  que  le  mepris 
public  du  Ciel  et  des  hommes,  que  rextinction 
totale  des  derniers  principes  de  la  Religion  et  de 
la  morale.  Quel  pays  que  celui  ou  tout  se  trou- 
voit  a  la  disposition  absolue  de  quelques  hommes 
sans  frein,  sans  honneur,  et  sans  lumieres,  et  de- 
vant  qui  Dieu  et  le  genre  humain  etoient  comptes 
pour  rien  !  Et  quelle  revolution  que  celle  qui  fait 
succeder  tout-a-coup  a  ce  desordre  un  spectacle 
ou  tout  se  place  et  s'ordonjie  selon  Tancien  voeu 
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de  la  nature  ,  et  oil  Ton  ne  voit  plus  dissonner 
que  la  fureur  impuissante  de  quelques  ames  in- 
capables  de  s'elever  a  la  hauteur  d'un  sentiment 
public,  et  faites  pour  rester  dans  la  bassesse  de 
leurs  passions  personnelles  ! 

Fran^ais  !  vous  etes  les  conquerans  de  votre 
liberte  ;  vous  l'avez  reproduite  au  sein  de  ce  vaste 
Empire  par  les  grands  mouvemens  de  votre  cou* 
rage  ;  soyez-en  maintenant  les  conservateurs  par 
Votre  moderation  et  votre  sagesse.  Repandez 
autour  de  vous  l'esprit  de  patience  et  de  raison, 
versez  les  consolations  de  la  fraternite  dans  le  sein 
de  ceux  de  vos  concitoyens  a  qui  la  revolution  a 
impose  de  douloureux  sacrifices  5  et  n'oubliez  ja- 
mais que  si  la  regeneration  des  Empires  ne  peut 
s'executer  que  par  1'explosion  de  la  force  du 
peuple,  elle  ne  peut  non  plus  se  maintenir  que 
dans  le  recueillement  des  vertus  et  de  la  paix. 
Songez  que  le  repos  et  le  silence  d'une  nation 
victorieuse  de  tant  d'efforts  et  de  complots,  di- 
riges  contre  son  bonheur  et  sa  liberte,  sont  en- 
eore  la  plus  redoutable  des  resistances  a  la  ty- 
rannie  qui  voudroit  tenter  de  relever  ses  rem- 
parts,  etque  rien  ne  deconcerte  plus  efficacement 
les  desseins  des  pervers  que  la  tranquillite  des 
grands  cceurs* 
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Extrait  (Tune  Lettre  de  Mgr.  VEvique  d'Uzes 
a  ses  grands  vicaircs. 

h  5  Janvier  1791, 

Le  join*  d'hier  sera  fameux  dans  les  fastes  du 
Clerge  de  France.  C'est  le  premier  ou  j'aie  re<ju 
quelque  consolation,  si  nous  avions  combattu 
pour  la  gloire  nous  pourrions  dire  que  nous  n'a- 
vons  rien  a  desirer ;  mais  un  interet  d'une  bien 
autre  nature  etoit  confie  a  notre  courage.  Je  ne 
suis  pas  sans  espoir  que  cettejournee  ne  sauve 
la  Religion  en  France ;  mais  je  suis  sur  au  moins 
qu'elle  l'a  glorifiee. 

L'heure  fatale  etoit  arrivee,  l'expiration  du  delai 
nous  a  ete  annoncee,  on  a  delibere  de  nous  inter- 
peller,  les  uns  apresles  autres,  pour  preter  le  ser- 
mentj  la  fermete  la  plus  calme  etoit  notre  conte- 
nance.  L'Eveque  dAgen,  appelle  le  premier,  a 
dit  quelques  phrases  d'une  noblesse  simple,  tran- 
che, touchante,  quiont  produit  le  plus  grand  erTet. 
Un  de  ses  Cures  appelle  apres  lui,  a  fait  aussi 
une  de  ces  reponses  qui  enfoncent  la  crainte  dans 
Tame  des  pervers  et  la  honte  dans  celle  des  foi- 
bles. Alors  Tenroi  a  gagne  nos  ennemis'j  la  con- 
fusion s'est  mise  au  milieu  d'eux;  ils  ne  savoient 
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quel  parti  prendre  ;  ils  essayerent  de  plates  et  ri- 
dicules seductions,  en  annoncant  que  l'intention 
de  TAssemblee  n'avoit  paaete  de  toucher  au  spi- 
rituel.  Nous  demandons  que  cette  explication 
soit  convertie  en  decret  et  la  mauvaise  foi  se  de-, 
masque  par  un  refus. 

Le  tumulte  et  1'indecision  de  ces  Messieurs 
allongent  la  seance  et  aucun  ecclesiastique  ne 
montre  ni  foible sse  ni  inquietude.  Alors  ils  aban- 
donnent  la  forme  d'appel  individuel,  qui  auroit 
prolonge  leur  tourment  d'etre  temoins  du  triom- 
phe  de  la  verite.  Ils  ont  ordonne  une  interpel- 
lation generate  a  ceux  qui  n'avoient  pas  encore 
prete  le  serment.  Elle  a  ete  faite  et  personne 
lie  s'est  presente.  Enfin  notre  immuable  fermete 
les  a  forces  a  leur  grand  regret  a  decreter  contre 
nous ;  et  nous  sommes  sortis  de  cette  seance,  de- 
pouilles  de  tout,  mais  rlers  de  notre  glorieuse  pau- 
vrete. 

Les  deux  ou  trois  cents  brigands,  employes  dans 
ces  occasions  majeures,  entouroient  le  dehors  de 
la  salle  et  y  faisoient  merae  retentir  le  cri,  cl 
la  lanterne.  Nousyayons  souri  dedaigneusement 
et  nous  avons  demande  qu'on  ne  s'occupat  point 
de  ces  vaines  clameurs ;  pas  de  vrai  et  bon  peu- 
ple  autour  de  la  salle ;  pas  le  moindre  mouvement 
dans  Paris  contre  nous;  et  l'estime  publique  nous 
a  suiVis  dans  nos  retraites. 

Le  Roi  est  prie  de  faire  nommer  a  nos  places. 
II  est  a  remarquer  que  ce  decret,  fait  pour  in- 
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troduire  le  scbisme  en  France,  s'il  est  execute, 
a  ete  rendu  sous  la  presidence  d'un  Juijf  et  suf 
ia  motion  d'un  Protestant. 
"  Je  ne  puis  vous  rendre  mille  details  qui  se- 
roient  interessans,  mais  le  terns  me  manque. 
Voila  l'essentiel.  Nous  avons  soutenu  la  premiere 
attaque  d'une  maniere  digue  du  devoir  que  nous 
avions  a  remplir.  Nous  soutiendrons  de  meme 
toutes  les  epreuves*  jusqu'a  la  derniere,  la  mort, 
si  Ton  ose  y  aller.  Ce  n'est  pas  de  notre  cote 
qu'est  la  crainte  et  l'indecision.  Nous  les  lais- 
sons  a  ceux  qui  n'ecoutent  pas  leur  conscience 
et  qui  ne  suivent  pas  les  principes. 

Nous  pleurons  sur  quatre-vingt  dix-huit  de 
xi os  confreres  trompes,  ou  entraines,  avant  cette 
seance.  C'est;  beaucoup,  sur  deux  cents  soixante- 
huit  que  nous  sommes ;  mais  une  grande  majorite 
nous  reste.  L'Eveque  d'Autun  est  le  seul  Eve- 
que  qui  ait  prete  le  serment.  Nous  ne  comptons 
pas  l'Eveque  de  Lydda  etranger  au  clerge  de 
France,  et  qui  a  mis  a  son  serment  des  restrictions 
qu'on  a  laisse  passer,  parce  qu'il  siege  du  cote 
gauche. 

Montrez  ma  lettre.  Je  ne  crains  jamais  quand 
j'ecris,  parce  que  la  ¥erite  est  mon  guide  5  et  il  est 
essentiel  qu'elle  soit  connue,  cette  fameuse 
seance  


t  H,  de  B&mnY,  Eveque  d'Uses. 
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Projet  de  Discours,  rcdige  par  les  Ministres, 
ct  propose  au  Roi,  le  19  Avril  1791. 

Je  viens  au  milieu  de  vous  avee  la  confiance 
que  je  vous  ai  toujours  temoignee,  vous  parler 
des  plus  pressans  interets  de  la  Nation.  Elle  a 
besoin  de  respirer  enfin  a  l'abri  des  loix,  et  de 
gouter  les  bienfaits  de  l'ordre  ct  de  la  paix.  Je 
viens  vous  inviter  a  resserrer  plus  etroitement  que" 
jamais  l'union  qui  doit  regner  entre  nous,  et  vous 
reeommander  le  concours  de  volontes  necessaires 
a  l'etablissement  de  la  constitution.  Cette  cons- 
titution, je  l'ai  acceptee,  je  l'ai  juree:  je  la  main- 
tiens.  Le  desordre  en '"est  Fennemij  je  dois  le 
reprimer;  sans  doute  vous  redoublerez  d'efforts 
pour  m'aider  dans  cette  grande  entreprise.  Les. 
comptes  qui  me  sont  rendus  chaque  jour  dans 
mon  conscil,  m'avertissent  qu'il  n'y  a  plus  un 
moment  a  oerdre  :  ce  que  j'ai  vu  hier  ne  m'a  pas 
permis  d'en  douter.  Ceux  qui  essaient  de  sou- 
lever  un  peuple  fidele,  et  dont  j'ai  merite  1'amour 
par  ce  que  j'ai  fait  pour  lui,  cherchent  a  lui  ins- 
pircr  des  doutes  sur  mes  sentimens  pour  la  revo- 
lution. Ma  conduite  toute  entiere  dement  assez 
leurs  impostures,  et  je  ne  devierai  pas  du  chemin 
que  je  me  suis  trace.  Je  respecte  trop  la  cons- 
titution et  la  declaration  des  droits  qui  en  sont  la 
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base,  pour  m'expliquer  ici  sur  mes  opinions  reli- 
gieuses.  Nul  citoyen  n'en  doit  compte  a  per- 
sonne,  et  j'ai  la  meme  liberte  que  les  autres  ci- 
toyens.  Mais  mon  devoir  est  de  maintenir  la 
constitution  dans  tous  ses  points ;  et  la  constitu- 
tion civile  du  Clerge  en  est  une  partie.  Je  rem- 
plirai  exactement  ce  devoir,  comme  tous  ceux 
que  m'impose  la  royaute.  II  est  au  nombre  de 
ces  devoirs  de  prouver  a  toute  la  Nation  que  je 
suis  libre,  et  de  ne  pas  laisser  subsister  a  cet 
egard  l'ombre  du  doute;  rien  n'est  si  important 
a  la  validite  des  sanctions  et  des  acceptations 
que  je  donne  aux  decrets.  C'est  done  pour  rendre 
ma  liberte  manifeste  a  tous  les  yeux  que  je  ne 
crois  pas  devoir  ceder  a  la  resistance  qu'on  a  ap- 
portee  hier  a  mon  depart  pour  Saint-Cloud.  Je  n'ai 
pas  voulu  qu'on  la  vainquit  par  la  force,  parce 
que  j'ai  craint  de  provoquer  des  actes  de  rigueur 
contre  une  multitude  trompee,  et  qui  croit  agir 
cn  faveur  des  loix,  lorsqu'elle  les  enfreint  toutes. 
Je  persiste  done  dans  mon  projet  de  voyage  pour 
Saint-Cloud.  Si  Ton  s'y  opposoit  encore,  si  les 
fonctionnaires  publics  ne  parvenoient  a  vaincre 
cette  opposition,  je  suis  bien  sur  que  l'Assem- 
blee  nationale  ne  souffriroit  pas  sous  ses  yeux 
une  atteinte  a  ma  liberte  et  une  infraction  a  la 
constitution. 

J'ai  voulu  vous  entretenir  de  mes  intentions 
et  de  mes  sentimens.  Tous  mes  vceux  sont, 
comme  le§  votres,  pour  le  bonheur  du  peuple,  et 
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ce  bonheur  ne  peut  resulter  que  de  Fobservatioft 
des  loix  et  de  l'obeissance  a  toutes  les  autorites 
legitimes  et  constitutionnelles. 

[    N°.  16.  ] 

Lettre  adressee  par  M.  de  Montmorin" 
a  tous  les  Ambassadmrs. 

Le  Roi  me  charge,  Monsieur,  de  vous  mander 
que  son  intention  la  plus  formelle  est  que  vous 
manifestiez  ses  sentimens  sur  la  Revolution  et 
sur  la  Constitution  francaise,  a  la  Cour  ou  vous 
residez.  Les  Ambassadeurs  et  Ministres  de 
France  pres  toutes  les  Cours  de  l'Europe,  resol- 
vent les  memes  ordres,  afin  qu'il  ne  reste  aucun 
doute  ni  sur  les  intentions  de  Sa  Majeste,  ni  sur 
Tacceptation  libre  qu'elle  a  donnee  a  la  nouvelle 
forme  de  gouvernement,  ni  sur  son  serment  irre- 
vocable de  la  maintenir.  Sa  Majeste  avoit  con- 
voque  les  Etats-Generaux  de  son  Royaume,  et 
determine  dans  son  Conseil  que  les  Communes  y 
auroient  un  nombre  de  deputes  egal  a  celui  des 
deux  autres  ordres  qui  existoient  alors.  Cet  acte 
de  legislation  provisoire,  que  les  obstacles  du 
moment  ne  permettoient  pas  de  rendre  plus  favo- 
rable, annoncoit  assez  le  desir  de  Sa  Majeste  de 
retablk-  la  Nation  dans  tous  ses  droits. 
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Les  Etats-Generaux  furent  assembles,  et  pri- 
rent  le  titre  d'Assemblee  nationale ;  bientot  une 
constitution,  propre  a  faire  le  bonheur  de  la 
Fi  ance  et  du  Monarque,  remplaca  l'ancien  ordre 
de  choses  ou  la  force  apparente  de  la  Royaute  ne 
cachoit  que  la  force  reelle  des  abus  de  quelques 
Corps  aristocratiques. 

L'Assemblee  nationale  adopta  la  forme  du 
gouvemement  representatif,  joint  a  la  Royaute 
hereditaire ;  le  Corps  legislatif  fut  declare  perma- 
nent ;  1' election  des  minist^es  du  culte,  des  admi- 
nistrateurs  et  des  juges  fut  rendue  au  peuple; 
on  confera  le  pouvoir  executif  au  Roi,  la  forma- 
tion de  la  loi  au  Corps  legislatif,  et  la  sanction 
au  Monarque  j  la  force  publique,  soit  interieure,. 
soit  exteiieure,  Fut  organisee  sur  les  merries  prin- 
cipes,  et  d'apres  la  base  fondamentale  de  la  dis- 
tinction des  pouvoirs,  telle  est  la  nouvelle  consti 
tution  du  Royaume. 

Ce  que  Ton  appelle  la  Revolution,  n'est  que  l'a- 
neantissement  d'une  foule  d'abus  accumules  de- 
puis  des  siecles  par  l'erreur  du  peuple,  ou  le  pou- 
voir des  ministres,  qui  n'a  jamais  ete  le  pouvoir 
des  Rois;  ces  abus  n'etoient  pas  moins  funestes 
a  la  Nation  qu'au  Monarque ;  ces  abus,  1'autorite* 
sous  des  regnes  heureux,  n'avoit  cesse  de  les  at- 
taquer  sans  pouvoir  les  detruire ,  ils  n'existent 
plus.  La  Nation  souveraine  n'a  plus  que  des  ci- 
toyens  egaux  en  droits,  plus  de  despote  que  la 
loi,  plus  d'organes  que  des  fonctionnajres  publics, 
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et  le  Roi  est  Ie  premier  de  ces  fonctionnaires  ! 
telle  est  la  Revolution  francaise. 

Elle  devoit  avoir  pour  ennemis  tous  ceux  qui, 
dans  un  premier  moment  d'erreur,  ont  regrette, 
pour  des  avantages  personnels,  les  abus  de  1'an- 
cien  gouvernement ;  de  la,  l'apparente  division 
qui  s'est  manifestee  dans  le  Royaume,  et  qui 
s'affoiblit  chaque  jour;  de  la,  peut-etre,  quelques 
loix  severes  et  de  circonstances  que  le  terns  cor- 
rigera ;  mais  le  Roi,  dont  la  veritable  force  est 
indivisible  de  celle  la  Nation,  qui  n'a  d'autre  am- 
bition que  le  bonheur  du  peuple,  ni  d'autre  pou- 
voir  reel  que  celui  qui  lui  est  delegue ;  le  Roi  a 
du  adopter,  sans  hesiter,  une  heureuse  constitu- 
tion qui  regeneroit  tout  a  la  fois  son  autorite,  la 
Nation  et  la  Monarchic  On  lui  a  conserve  toute 
sa  puissance,  hors  le  pouvoir  redoutable  de  faire 
des  loix ;  il  est  reste  charge  des  negotiations 
avec  les  puissances  etrangeres,  du  soin  de  defen- 
dre  le  Royaume,  et  d'en  repousser  les  ennemis ; 
mais  la  Nation  francaise  n'en  aura  plus  desormais 
au  dehors,  que  ses  aggresseurs :  elle  n'a  plus  d'en- 
nemis  interieurs,  que  ceux  qui,  se  nourrissant  en- 
core de  folles  esperances,  croiroient  que  la  vo- 
lonte  de  vingt-quatre  millions  d'hommes  rentres 
dans  leurs  droits  naturels,  apres  avoir  organise  le 
Royaume  de  maniere  qu'il  n'existe  plus  que  des 
souvenirs  des  anciennes  formes  et  des  anciens- 
abus,  n'est  pas  une  immuable,  une  irrevocable- 
constitution. 
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Les  plus  dangereux  de  ces  ennemis  sont  ceux 
qui  ont  affecte  de  repandre  des  doutes  sur  les 
intentions  du  Monarque  j  ces  hommes  sont  bien 
coupables  ou  bien  aveugles  j  ils  se  croient  les 
amis  du  Roi,  ce  sont  les  seuls  ennemis  de  la  Ro- 
yaute  -s  ils  auroient  prive  le  Monarque  de  l'amour 
et  de  la  confiance  d'une  grande  Nation,  si  ses 
principes  et  sa  probite  eussent  ete  moins  connus. 
Eh  !  que  n'a  pas  fait  le  Roi,  pour  montrer  qu'il 
comptoit  aussi  la  Revolution  et  la  Constitution 
francaise  parmi  ses  titres  a  la  gloire  !  Apres  avoir 
accepte  et  sanctionne  toutes  les  loix,  il  n'a  negli- 
ge aucun  moyen  de  les  faire  executer;  des  le  mois 
de  Fevrier  de  l'annee  derniere,  il  avoit,  dans  le 
sein  de  l'Assemblee  nationale,promis  de  les  main- 
tenir;  il  en  a  fait  le  serment  au  milieu  de-la  fede- 
ration universelle  du  Royaume :  honore  du  titre 
de  restaurateur  de  la  Liberte  fra^aise,  il  trans- 
mettra  plus  qu'une  couronne  a  son  fils,  il  lui 
transmettra  une  Royaute  constitutionnelle. 

Les  ennemis  de  la  constitution  ne  cessent  de 
repeter  que  le  Roi  n'est  pas  heureux,  comme  s'il 
pouvoit  exister  pour  un  Roi  d'autre  bonheur  que 
celui  du  peuple ;  ils  disent  que  son  autorite  est 
avilie,  comme  si  l'autorite,  fondee  sur  la  force, 
n'etoit  pas  moins  puissante  et  plus  incertaine  que 
l'autorite  de  la  loij  enfin  que  le  Roi  n'est  pas 
libre,  calomnie  atroce,  si  Ton  suppose  que  i>a  vo- 
lonte  a  pu  etre  forcee;  absurde,  si  Ton  prend 
pour  defaut  de  liberte  le  consentement  que  Sa 
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Majeste  a  exprime  plusieurs  fois  de  rester  au  mi- 
lieu des  citoyens  de  Paris :  consentement  qu'elle 
devoit  accorder  a  leur  patriotisme,  meme  a  leurs 
craintes,  et  sur-tout  £  leur  amour. 

Ces  calomnies  cependant  ont  penetre  jusques 
dans  les  Cours  etrangeres ;  elles  y  ont  ete  repetees 
par  des  Frangais,  qui  se  sont  volontairement  exi- 
les de  leur  patrie,  au  lieu  d'en  partager  la  gloire, 
et  qui,  s'ils  n'en  sont  pas  les  ennemis,  ont  au 
moins  abandonne  leur  poste  de  citoyen.  Le  Roi 
vous  charge,  Monsieur,  de  dejouer  leurs  intrigues 
et  leurs  projets.  Ces  meraes  calomnies,  en  re- 
pandant  les  idees  les  plus  fausses  sur  la  revolu- 
tion frangaise,  ont  fait  suspecter  chez  plusieurs 
nations  voisines  les  intentions  des  voyageurs  fran- 
9ais  j  et  le  Roi  vous  recommande  expressement 
de  les  proteger  et  de  les  defendre.  Donnez, 
Monsieur,  de  la  constitution  francaise,  l'idee  que 
le  Roi  s'en  forme  lui-meme ;  ne  laissez  aucun 
doute  sur  l'intention  de  Sa  Majeste  de  la  main- 
tenir  de  tout  son  pouvoir.  En  assurant  la  liberte 
et  Fegalite  des  citoyens,  cette  constitution  fonde 
la  prosperite  nationale  sur  les  bases  les  plus  ine- 
branlables ;  elle  affermit  l'autorite  royale  par  les 
loix;  elle  previent,  par  une"  revolution  glorieuse, 
la  revolution  que  les  abus  de  l'ancien  gouverne- 
ment  auroient  bientot  fait  eclater,  en  causant, 
peut-etre,  la  dissolution  de  TEmpire ;  elle  fera  le 
bonheur  du  Roi.   Le  soin  de  la  justifier,  de  la 
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defendre  et  de  la  prendre  pour  regie  de  votre 
conduite  doit  etre  votre  premier  devoir. 

Je  vous  ai  deja  manifeste  plusieurs  fois  les 
sentimems  de  Sa  Majeste  a  cet  egard;  mais, 
d'apres  ce  qui  lui  est  revenu  de  l'opinion  qu'on 
cherchoit  a  etablir  dans  les  pays  etrangers,  sur  ce 
qui  se  passe  en  France,  elle  m'a  ordonne  de  vous 
charger  de  notifier  le  contenu  de  cette  lettre  & 
la  Cour  ou  vous  etes;  et,  pour  lui  donner  plus 
de  publicite,  Sa  Majeste  vient  d'en  ordonner 
l'impression. 

SignS,  Montmorin. 

Xe  23  Avril  1791. 


[    N>>.  17.  ] 

MEMOIRE  DU  ROI, 

Ou  Declaration  de  Sa  Majesti,  adressie  h 
tons  les  Francais  a  sa  sortie  de  Paris. 

Tant  que  le  Roi  a  pu  esperer  de  voir,  renal 
tre  l'ordre  et  le  bonheur  dans  le  Royaume,  par 
les  moyens  employes  par  l'Assemblee  nationale, 
dans  la  Capitale,  aucun  sacrifice  personnel  ne  lui 
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a  coute ;  il  n'auroit  pas  meme  argue  de  la  nullite 
dont  le  default  absolu  de  liberte  entache  toutes 
les  demarches  qu'il  a  faites  depuis  le  mois  d'Oc- 
tobre  1789,  si  cetespoireut  ete  rempli*  mais  au- 
jourd'hui  que  la  seule  recompense  de  tant  de 
sacrifices  est  de  voir  la  destruction  de  la  royaute, 
Me  voir  tousles  pouvoirs  meconnus,  les  proprietes 
violees,  la  surete  des  personnes  mise  par-tout  en 
danger,  les  crimes  rester  impunis,  et  une  anarchie 
complete  s'etablir  au-dessus  des  loix,  sans  que 
Tapparence  d'autorite  que  lui  donne  la  nouvelle 
constitution,  soit  suffisante  pour  reparer  un  seul 
des  maux  qui  affligent  le  royaume  :  le  Roi,  apres 
avoir  solennellement  proteste  coiUre  tous  les  actes 
emanes  de  lui  pendant  sa  captivite,  croit  devoir 
mettre  sous  les  yeux  des'  Francais  et  de  tout  Pu- 
nivers,  le  tableau  de  sa  conduite,  et  celui  du  gou- 
vernement  qui  s'est  etabli  dans  le  Royaume. 

"  On  a  vu  Sa  Majeste,  au  mois  de  Juillet  1789a 
pour  ecarter  tout  sujet  de  defiance,  renvoyer  les 
troupes  qu'elle  n'avoit  appellees  aupres  de  sa  per- 
sonne,  qu'apres  que  les  etincelles  de  revoke  s'e- 
toient  deja  manife'stees  dans  Paris  et  dans  le  regn 
nient  meme  de  ses  gardes.  Le  Roi,  sur  de  sa 
conscience  et  de  la.  droiture  dc  ses  intentions, 
n'a  pas  craint  de  venir  seul  parmi  les  citoyens 
armes  <3e  la  capitale. 

"  Au  mois  d'Octobre  de  la  meme  annee,  le 
Roi,  prevenu  depuis  long-tems  des  mouvemens 
q,ue  les  factieux  cherchoient  a  exciter,  fut,  dans 
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k  jownee  du  5,  averti  assez  a  terns  pour  pou- 
voir  se  retirer  ou  il  eut  voulu  ;  mais  il  craignit 
qu'on  ne  se  servit  de  cette  demarche  pour  allu- 
mer  la  guerre  civile  :  et  i-1  aima  mieux  se  sacrifier 
personnellement,  et  ce  qui  etoit  plus  dechirant 
pour  son  coeur,  mettre  en  danger  la  vie  des  per- 
sonnes  qui  lui  sont  les  plus  cheres.  Tout  le 
monde  sait  les  evenemens  de  la  nuit  du  5  Octobre 
et  l'impunite  qui  les  couvre  depuis  pres  de  deux 
ans:  Dieu  seul  a  empeche  l'execution  des  plus 
grands  crimes,  et  a  detourne  de  la  Nation  fran- 
chise une  tacbe  qui  auroit  ete  inefFacable. 

"  Le  Roi,  cedant  au  vceu  manifeste  par  1'ar-* 
mee  des  Parisiens,  vint  s'etablir,  avec  sa  famille, 
au  chateau  des  Thuileries.  II  y  avoit  plus  de 
cent  ans  que  les  rois  n'y  avoient  fait  de  residence 
habituelle,  excepte  pendant  la  minorite  de  Louis 
XV.  Rien  n'etoit  pret  pour  recevoir  le  Roi,  et 
la  disposition  des  appartemens  etoit  bien  loin  de 
procurer  les  commodites  auxquelles  Sa  Majeste 
etoit  accoutumee  dans  les  autres  maisons  royales, 
et  dont  tout  particulier  qui  a  de  Taisance  peut 
jouir.  Malgre  la  contrainte  qui  avoit  ete  ap- 
portee,  et  les  incommodites  de  tout  genre  qui 
suivirent  le  changement  du  sejour  du  Roi,  fidele 
au  systeme  de  sacrifices  que  Sa  Majeste  s'etoit  fait 
pour  procurer  la  tranquillite  publique,  elle  crut, 
des  le  lendemain  de  son  arrivee  a  Paris,  devoir 
rassurer  les  provinces  sur  son  sejour  dans  la  ca- 
pitate, et  inviter  l'Assembltie  nationale  a  se  rap- 
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procher  de  lui,  en  venant  continuer  ses  travaux 
clans  la  meme  ville. 

<c  Mais  un  sacrifice  plus  penible  etoit  reserve 
au  cceur  de  Sa  Majeste  ;  il  fallut  qu'on  eloignat 
d'elle  ses  gardes-du-corps,  de  la  fidelite  desquels 
elle  venoit  d'avoir  une  preuve  bien  eclatante 
dans  la  matinee  du  6.  Deux  avoient  pe.i  vic- 
times  de  leur  attachement  pour  le  Roi  et  pour  sa 
famille,  et  plusieurs  encore  avoient  ete  blesses 
grievement,  en  executant  strictement  les  ordres 
du  Roi,  qui  leur  avoit  defendu  de  tirei  sur  la 
multitude  egaree.  L'art  des  factieux  a  ete  bien 
grand  pour  faire  envisager  sous  des  couleurs  si 
noires  une  troupe  aussi  fidelle,  et  qui  venoit  de 
mettre  le  comble  a  la  bonne  conduite  qu'elle 
avoit  toujours  tenue.  Mais  ce  n'etoit  pas  tant 
contre  les  gardes-du-corps  que  leurs  intentions 
etoient  dirigees,  que  contre  le  Roi  lui-meme  ;  on 
vouloit  l'isoler  entierement,  en  le  privant  du 
service  de  ses  gardes-du-corps,  dont  on  avoit  pas 
pu  egarer  les  e  sprits,  comme  on  avoit  reussi  au- 
pres  de  ceux  du  regiment  des  Gardes-Francaises, 
qui,  peu  de  terns  auparavant,  etoit  le  modele  de 
1'armee. 

"  C'est  aux  soldats  de  ce  meme  regiment,  de- 
venus  troupes  soldees  par  la  ville  de  Paris,  et  aux 
gardes  nationaux  de  cette  meme  ville,  que  la 
garde  du  Roi  a  ete  confiee.  Ces  troupes  sont 
entierement  sous  les  ordres  de  la  municipalite 
de  Paris,  dont  le  commandant  general  releve  le 
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Roi,  garde  ainsi,  s'est  vu  par-la,  prisonnier  dans 
ses  propres  etats ;  car,  comment  peut-on  appeller 
autrement  l'etat  d'un  Roi  qui  ne  commande  que 
pour  les  choses  de  parade,  a  sa  garde ;  qui  ne 
nomme  a  aucune  des  places,  et  qui  est  oblige 
de  se  voir  entoure  de  plusieurs  personnes  dont  il 
connolt  les  mauvaises  intentions  pour  lui  et  pour 
sa  famille  ?  Ce  n'est  pas  pour  inculper  la  garde 
nationale  parisienne  et  les  troupes  du  centre, 
que  le  Roi  releve  ces  faits,  c'est  pour  faire  con- 
noitre  l'exacte  verite ;  et  en  la  faisant  connoitre, 
il  a  rendu  justice  au  zele  pour  le  bon  ordre,  et 
a  l'attachement  pour  sa  personne  qu'en  general 
cette  troupe  lui  a  montres;  lorsque  les  esprits  ont 
ete  laisses  a  eux-memes,  et  qu'ils  n'ont  pas  ete 
egares  par  les  clameurs  et  les  mensonges  des 
factieux. 

"  Mais  plus  le  Roi  a  fait  de  sacrifices  pour  le 
bonheur  de  ses  peuples,  plus  les  factieux  ont 
travaille  pour  en  faire  meconnoitre  le  prix,  et 
presenter  la  royaute  sous  les  couleurs  les  plus 
fausses  et  les  plus  odieuses. 

"  La  convocation  des  £tats-Generaux,  le  dou- 
blement  des  deputes  du  Tiers-etat,  les  peines  que 
le  Roi  a  prises  pour  applanir  toutes  les  diffi- 
cultes  qui  pouvoient  retarder  TAssemblee  des 
Etats-Generaux,  et  celles  qui  s'etoient  elevees 
depuis  leur  ouverture,  tous  les  retranchemens  que 
le  Roi  avoit  faits  sur  sa  depense  personnelle, 
tous  les  sacrifices  qu'il  a  faits  a  ses  peuples  dans 
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la  seance  du  23  Juin  ;  enfin  la  reunion  des  ordres, 
operee  par  la  manifestation  du  vceu  du  Roi,  roe- 
sure  que  Sa  Majeste  jugea  alors  indispensable 
pour  l'activite  des  Etats-Generaux  j  tous  ses  soins, 
toutes  ses  peines,  toute  sa  generosite,  tout  son 
devouement  pour  son  peuple,  tout  a  ete  meconnu, 
tout  a  ete  denature. 

"  Lorsqug  les  £tats-Generaux  s'etant  donne 
Je  nom  d'Assemblee  nationale,  ont  commence  a 
s'occuper  de  la  constitution  du  royaume,  qu'on 
se  rappelle  les  memoires  que  les  factieux  ont  eu 
l'adresse  de  faire  venir  de  plusieurs  provinces,  et 
les  mouvemens  de  Paris  pour  faire  manquer  les 
deputes  a  une  des  clauses  portees  dans  tous  les 
cahiers,  qui  portoient  que  la  confection  des  loix  se 
feroit  de  concert  avec  le  Roi.  Au  mepris  de  cette 
clause,  l'Assemblee  a  mis  le  Roi  rout-a-fait  hors 
de  la  constitution,  en  lui  refusant  le  droit  d'ac- 
corder  ou  de  refuser  sa  sanction  aux  articles 
qu'elle  regarde  comme  constitutionals,  en  se  re- 
servant  le  droit  de  ranger  dans  cette  classe  ceux 
qu'elle  juge  a  propos,  et  en  restreignant  sur  ceux 
reputes  purement  legislatifs,la  prerogative  royale 
a  un  droit  de  suspension  jusqu'a  Ja  troisieme  le- 
gislature, droit  purement  illusoire,  comme  tant 
d'exemples  ne  le  prouvent  que  trop. 

"  Que  reste-t  il  au  Roi,  que  le  vain  simulacre 
dela  royaute  ?  On  lui  a  donne  vingt-cinq  millions 
pour  la  depense  de  sa  liste  civile ;  mais  la  splen- 
deur  de  la  maison  qu'il  doit  entretenir  pour  faire 
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honneur  a  la  dignite  de  la  couronne  de  France, 
et  les  charges  qu'on  a  rejettees  dessus,  meme 
depuis  l'epoque  ou  ces  fonds  ont  ete  regies,  doi- 
vent  en  absorber  la  totalite. 

" .  On  lui  a  laisse  l'usufruit  de  quelques-uns 
des  domaines  de  la  couronne,  avec  plusieurs  for- 
mes genantes  pour  leur  jouissance,  Ces  domai- 
nes ne  sont  qu'une  petite  partie  de  ceux  que  les 
Rois  ont  possedes  de  toute  anciennete,  et  des 
patrimonies  des  ancetres  de  Sa  Majeste  qu'ils 
ont  reunis  a  la  couronne.  On  ne  craint  pas 
d'avancer  que,  si  tous  ces  objets  etoient  reu- 
nis, ils  depasseroient  de  beaucoup  les  sommes 
allouees  pour  Fentretien  du  Roi  et  de  sa  famille, 
et  qu'alors  il  n'en  couteroit  rien  au  peuple  pour 
cette  partie. 

"  Une  remarque  qui  coute  a  faire  au  Roi,  est 
l'attention  qu'on  a  eue  de  separer  dans  les  arran- 
gemens  sur  la  finance  et  sur  toutes  les  autres 
parties,  les  services  rendus  au  roi  personnellement, 
ou  a  l'Etat,  et  que  les  services  rendus  a  la  per- 
sonne  du  Roi  ne  l'etoient  pas  aussi  a  l'Etat. 

"  Qu'on  examine  ensuite  les  diverses  parties 
du  gouvernement.  La  justice;  le  Roi  n'a  aucune 
participation  a  la  confection  des  loix ;  il  a  le 
simple  droit  d'empecher  jusqu'a  la  troisieme  le- 
gislature, sur  les  objets  qui  ne  sont  pas  reputes 
constitutionnels,et  celui  d«  prier  l'Assemblee  na- 
tionale  de  s'occuper  de  tels  ou  tels  ol>jets,  sans 
avoir  le  droit  d'en  faire  la  proposition  formelle. 
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La  justice  se  rend  au  nom  du  Roi,  les  provisions 
des  juges  sont  expedites  par  lui ;  mais  ce  n'est 
qu'une  affaire  de  forme,  et  le  Roi  a  seulement  la 
nomination  des  commissaires  du  Roi,  places  nou* 
vellement  creees,  qui  n'ont  qu'une  partie  des  at- 
tributions des  anciens  procureurs-generaux,  et 
sont  seulement  destinees  a  faire  maintenir  1'exe- 
cution  des  formes ;  toute  la  partie  publique  est 
devolue  a  un  autre  officier  de  justice.  Ces  places 
de  commissaires  sont  a  vie  et  non  revocables, 
pendant  que  Pexefcice  de  celles  de  juge  ne  doit 
durer  que  six  annees.  Un  des  decrets  de  l'As- 
semblee  vient  de  priver  le  Roi  d'une  des  plus 
belles  prerogatives  attachees  par-tout  a  laroyaute, 
celle  de  faire  grace  et  de  commuer  les  peines. 
Quelque  parfaites  que  soient  les  loix,  il  est  im- 
possible qu'elles  prevoient  tous  les  cas,  et  ce  sera 
alors  les  jures  qui  auront  veritablement  le  droit 
de  faire  grace,  en  appliquant,  suivant  leur  volonte, 
le  sens  de  la  loi.  Combien  d'ailleurs  cette  dis- 
position ne  diminue-t-elle  pas  la  Majeste  royale 
aux  yeux  des  peuples,  accoutumes  depuis  si  long- 
terns  a  recourir  au  Roi  dans  leurs  besoins  et 
dans  leurs  peines,  et  a  voir  en  lui  le  pere  com- 
mun  qui  pouvoit  soulager  leurs  afflictions  ! 

"  Uadminstration  interieure.  Elle  est  toute 
entiere  dans  les  mains  des  departemens,  des  dis- 
tricts et  des  municipalites,  ressorts  trop  multiplies, 
qui  nuisent  au  mouvement  de  la  machine,  et  sou- 
vent  peuvent  se  cruiser .    Tous  ces  Corps  sont 
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elus  par  le  peuple,  et  ne  ressortissent  du  gou- 
vernement, d'apres  les  decrets,  que  pour  leur 
execution,  ou  pour-celle  des  ordres  particuliers 
qui  en  sont  la  suite.  lis  n'ont,  d'un  cote,  aucune 
grace  a  attendre  du  gouvernement ;  et  de  l'autre, 
la  maniere  de  punir  ou  de  reprimer  leurs  fautes 
telle  qu'elle  est  etablie  par  les  decrets,  a  des  for- 
mes si  compliquees,  qu'il  faudroit  des  cas  bien 
extraordinaires  pour  pouvoir  s'en  servir  :  ce  qui 
reduit  a  bien  peu  de  chose  la  surveillance  que 
les  ministres  doivent  avoir  sur  eux.  Ces  Corps  ont 
d'ailleurs  acquis  peu  de  force  et  de  consideration. 
Les  societes  des  amis  de  la  constitution  (  dont 
on  parlera  apres  )  qui  ne  sont  pas  responsables, 
se  trouvent  bien  plus  fortes  qu'eux ;  et  par-la, 
Taction  du  gouvernement  devient  nulle.  Depuis 
leur  etablissement,  on  a  vu  plusieurs  exemples, 
que  quelque  bonne  volonte  qu'ils  eussent  pour 
maintenir  le  bon  ordre,  ils  n'ont  pas  ose  se  servir 
des  moyens  que  la  loi  leur  donnoit,  par  la  crainte 
du  peuple,  pousse  par  d'autres  instigations. 

"  Les  Corps  electoraux,  quoiqu'ils  n'aient  au- 
cune action  par  eux-memes,  et  soient  restreints 
aux  elections,  ont  une  force  reelle  par  leur  masse, 
par  leur  duree  biennale,  et  par  la  crainte  natu- 
relle  aux  hommes,  et  sur-tout  a  eg ux  qui  n'ont  pas 
d'etat  fixe  de  deplaire  a  eeux  qui  peuvent  servir 
ou  nuire. 

"  La  disposition  des  forces  militaires  est,  par 
les  decrets,  dans  la  main  du  Roi.    II  a  ete  de- 
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clare  chef  supreme  de  Tarmee  et  de  Ik  marine  % 
mais  tout  le  travail  de  formation  de  ces  deux  ar- 
mees  a  ete  fait  par  les  comit.es  de  l'Assemblee, 
sans  la  participation  du  Roi.    Tout  jusqu'au 
moindre  reglement  de  discipline,  a  ete  fait  par 
eux ;  et  il  reste  au  Roi  le  tiers  ou  le  quart  des 
nominations,  suivant  les  occasions  ;  ce  droit  de- 
vient  a-peu-pres  illusoire,  par  les  obstacles  et  les 
contrarietes  sans  nombre  que  chacun  se  permet 
contre  les  choix  du  Roi.    On  l'a  vu  oblige  de 
refaire  tout  le  travail  des  officiers-generaux  de 
Tarmee,  parce  que  ces  choix  deplaisoient  aux 
clubs.  En  cedant  ainsi,Sa  Majeste  n'a  pas  voulu 
livrer  d'honnetes  et  braves  militaires,  et  les  ex* 
poser  aux  violences  qui  auroient  surement  ete 
exercees  contre  eux,  com  me  on  n'en  a  yu  que 
trop  de  facheux  exemples.    Les  clubs  et  les 
Corps  administratifs  se  melent  des  details  inte- 
rieurs  des  troupes,  qui  doivent  etre  absolumen^ 
etrangers  a  ces  derniers,  qui  n'ont  que  le  droit 
de  requerir  la  force  publique,  lorsqu'ils  pensent 
qu'il  y  a  lieu  a  Temployer.    lis  se  sont  servis  de 
ce  droit,  quelquefois  meme  pour  contrarier  les 
dispositions  du  gouvernement  sur  la  distribution 
des  troupes  :  de  maniere  qu'il  est  arrive  plusieurs 
fois  qu'elles  ne  se  trouvoient  pas  ou  elles  devoient 
etre.    Ce  n'est  qu'aux  clubs  que  Ton  doit  at- 
tribuer  Tesprit  de  revoke  contre  les  officiers  et  la 
discipline  militaire,  qui  se  repand  dans  beaucoup 
de  regimensa  et  qui,  si  on  n'y  met  ordre  effica- 

cement. 


Appendix,  113 

cement,  sera  la  destruction  de  1'armee.  Que  de- 
vient  une  armee  quand  elle  n'a  plus  ni  chefs  ni 
discipline  ?  Au  lieu  d'etre  la  force  et  la  sauve  | 
garde  d'un  Etat,  elle  en  devient  la  terreur  et  le 
fleau.  Combien  les  soldats  francais,  quand  ils 
auront  les  yeux  desilles,  ne  rougiront-ils  pas  de 
leur  conduite,  et  ne  prendront-ils  pas  en  horreur 
ceux  qui  ont  perverti  le  bon  esprit  qui  regnoit 
dans  1'armee  et  la  marine  francaise  ?  Funestes 
dispositions  que  celles  qui  ont  encourage  les  sol- 
dats et  les  marins  a  frequenter  les  clubs  !  Le  Roi 
a  toujours  pense  que  la  loi  doit  etre  egale  pour 
tous.  Les  officiers  qui  sont  dans  leur  tort  doivent 
etrepunis ;  mais  ils  doivent  l'etre,  comme  les  sub- 
alternes,  suivant  les  dispositions  etablies  par 
les  loix  et  reglemens.  Toutes  les  portes  doivent 
etre  ouvertes  pour  que  le  merite  se  montre  et  puisse 
avancer.  Tout  le  bien-etre  qu'on  peut  donner 
aux  soldats  est  juste  et  necessaire ;  mais  il  ne 
peut  y  avoir  d'armee  sans  officiers  et  sans  disci- 
pline, et  il  n'yen  aura  jamais,  tant  que  les  soldats 
se  croiront  en  droit  de  juger  la  conduite  de  leurs 
chefs. 

"  Affaires  etrangeres.  La  nomination  aux 
places  de  ministres  dans  les  cours  etrangeres  a 
ete  reservee  au  Roi,  ainsi  que  la  conduite  des 
negociations,  mais  la  liberie  du  Roi  pour  ces 
choix  est  tout  aussi  nulle  que  pour  ceux  des  offi- 
ciers de  J'armee:  on  en  a  vu  l'exemple  a  la 
derniere  nomination.    La  revision^  et  la  confir- 
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mation  des  traites  que  s'est  reservees  1' Assembled 
nationale,  et  la  nomination  d'un  comite  diplo- 
matique, detruisent  absolument  la  seconde  dispo- 
sition. Le  droit  de  faire  la  guerre  ne  seroit  qu'un 
droit  illusoire,  parce  qu'il  faudroit  etre  insense 
pour  qu'un  Roi  qui  n'est  ni  ne  veut  etredespote, 
allat,  de  but  en  blanc,  attaquer  un  autre  Royaume  > 
lorsque  le  vceu  de  sa  nation  s'y  opposeroit,  et 
qu'elle  n'accorderoit  aucun  subside  pour  la  sou- 
tenir.  Mais  le  droit  de  faire  la  paix  est  d'un  tout 
autre  genre.    Le  Roi,  qui  ne  fait  qu'un  avec 
toute  la  Nation,  qui  ne  peut  avoir  d'autre  interei 
que  le  sien,  connoit  ses  droits,  connoit  ses  besoins 
•t  ses  ressources,  et  ne  craint  pas  alors  de  pren- 
dre les  engagemens  qui  lui  paroissent  propres  a 
assurer  son  bonheur  et  sa  tranquillite;  mais  quand 
il  faudraque  les  conventions  subissent  la  revision 
et  la  confirmation  dc  1' Assemblee  nationale,  aucune 
puissance  ne  voudra  prendre  des  engagemens  qui 
peuvent  etre  rompus  par  d'autres  que  par  ceux 
avec  qui  elle  contracte :  et  alors  tous  les  pouvoirs 
se  concentrent  dans  cette  Assemblee.  D'ailleurs, 
quelque  franchise  qu'on  mette  dans  les  negocia- 
tions,  est-il  possible  d'en  confier  le  secret  a  une 
Assemblee  dont  les  deliberations  sont  necessai- 
rement  publiques  ? 

"  Finances.  Le  Roi  avoit  declare,  bien  avant 
la  convocation  des  Etats-Generaux,  qu'il  recon- 
noissoit  dans  les  Assemblees  de  la  Nation  le  droit 
d'accorder  des  subsides;  et  qu'il  ne  vouloit  plus 


Appendix, 


115 


imposer  les  peuples  sans  leur  consentement. 
Tous  les  cahiers  des  deputes  aux  Etats-Gene- 
raux  s'etoient  accordes  a  mettre  le  retablissement 
des  finances  au  premier  rang  des  objets  dont 
cette  Assemblee  devoit  s'occuper :  quelques-uns 
y  avoient  mis  des  restrictions  pour  des  articles  a 
faire  decider  prealablement.    Le  Roi  a  leve  les 
difncultes  que  ces  restrictions  auroient  pu  occa- 
sionner,  en  allant  au-devant  lui-meme,  et  accor- 
dant dans  la  seance  du  23  Juin,  tout  ce  qui  avoit 
cte  desire.   Le  4  Fevrier  1790,  le  Roi  a  prie  lui- 
meme  l'Assemblee  de  s'occuper  efficacement  d'un 
objet  si  important :  elle  ne  s'en  est  occupee  que 
tard,  et  d'une  maniere  qui  peut  paroitre  impar- 
faite.   II  n'y  a  point  encore  de  tableau  exacte- 
ment  fait  des  recettes  et  des  depenses,  et  des  res- 
sources  qui  peuvent  combler  le  deficit :  on  s'est 
laisse  aller  a  des  calculs  hypothetiques.  L'Assem- 
blee s'est  pressee  d'abolir  les  impots  dont  la  lour- 
deur,  a  la  verite,  pesoit  beaucoup  sur  les  peuples, 
mais  qui  donnoient  des  ressources  assurees ;  elle 
les  a  remplaces  par  un  impot  presque  unique, 
dont  la  levee  exacte  sera  peut-etre  difficile.  Les 
contributions  ordinaires  sont  a  present  tres-arrie- 
rees,  et  la  ressource  extraordinaire   des  douze 
cents  premiers  millions  d'assignats    est  pres<- 
que  consommee.    Les  depenses  des  departe- 
mens  de  la  guerre  et  de  la  marine,  au  lieu  d'etre 
diminuees,  sont  augmentees,  sans  y  comprendre 
les  depenses  que  des  armemens  necessaires  ont 
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occasionnees  dans  le  cours  de  la  derniere  annee, 
pour  radministration  de  ce  departement :  les 
rouages  ont  ete  fort  multiplies,  en  eonfiant  les  re- 
cettes  aux  administrations  de  districts.  Le  Roi, 
qui  le  premier  n'avoit  pas  craint  de  rendre  pu- 
blics les  comptes  de  son  administration  des  fi- 
nances, et  qui  avoit  montre  la  volonte  que  les 
comptes  publics  fussent  etablis  comme  une  re- 
gie du  gouvernement,  a  ete  rendu,  si  cela  est 
possible,  encore  plus  etranger  a  ce  departement 
qu'aux  autresj  et  les  preventions,  les  jalousies  et 
les  recriminations  contre  le  gouvernement,  ont 
ete  encore  plus  repandues  sur  cet  objet.    Le  re- 
glement  des  fonds,  le  recouvrement  des  impo* 
iitions,  la  repartition  entre  les  departemens,  I** 
recompenses  pour  les  services  rendus,  tout  a  eta 
©te  a  l'inspection  du  Roi :  il  ne  lui  reste  que 
quelques  serviles  nominations,  et  pas  meme  la 
distribution  de  quelques  gratifications,  pour  se- 
courir  les  indigens.  Le  Roiconnoit  les  difficultes 
de  cette  administration ;  et  s'il  etoit  possible  que 
la  machine  du  gouvernement  put  aller  sans  sa 
surveillance  directe  sur  la  gestion  des  finances, 
Sa  Majeste  ne  regretteroit  que  de  ne  pouvoir 
plus  concourir  par  elle-meme  a  etablir  un  ordre 
stable  qui  put  faire  parvenir  a  la  diminution  des 
impositons  (  objet  qu'on  sait  bienque  Sa  Majeste 
a  toujours  vivement  desire,  et  qu'elle  eut  pu  ef- 
fectuer  sans  les  depenses  de  la  guerre  de  l'Ame- 
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r'jque  ),  et  de  n'avoirplus  la  distribution  de  secerns 
pour  le  soulagement  des  malheureux, 

"  Enfin  paries  decrets,  ]e  Roi  a  ete  declare 
chef  supreme  de  l'administration  du  royausxie. 
D'autres  decrets  subsequens  out  regie  Forgani- 
gation  du  ministere  de  maniere  que  ]e  Roi,  que 
cela  doit  regarderplus  directement,ne  pent  pour 
tantrien  y  changer  sans  de  nouvelles  decisions  de 
1'Assemblee.   Le  systeme  des  chefs  du  parti  do- 
minant a  ete  si  bien  suivi,  de  jetter  une  telle 
mefiance  sur  tous  les  agens  du  gouvernement, 
qu'il  devient  presque  impossible  aujourd'hui  de 
remplir  les  places  de  l'administration.  Aucun 
gouvernement  ne  peut  marcher  ni  subsister  sans 
line  confiance  reciproque  entre  lesadministrateurs 
et  les  administres ;  et  les  derniers  reglemens  pro- 
poses a  1'Assemblee  nationale  sur  les  peines  a 
inniger  aux  ministres  ou  agens  du  pouvoir  exe- 
cutif,  qui  seroient  prevaricateurs,  ou  seroient  ju- 
ges  avoir  depasse  les  limites  de  leur  puissance, 
doivent  faire  naitre  toutes  sortes  d'inquietudes  : 
ces  dispositions  penales  s'etendent  meme  jus- 
qu'aux  subalternes,  ce  qui  detruit  toute  subor* 
dination,  les  inferieurs  ne  devant  jamais  juger 
les  ordres  des  superieurs,  qui  sont  responsables 
de  ce  qu'ils  commandent.   Ces  reglemens,  pour 
la  multiplicity  des  precautions  et  des  genres  de 
delits  qui  y  sont  indiques,  ne  tendent  qua  ins- 
pirer  de  la  mefiance,  au  lieu  de  la  confiance  qui 
seroit  si  necessaire. 
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"  Cette  forme  de  gouvernement,  si  vicieuse 
cn  elle-meme,  le  devient  encore  plus  par  ses 
consequences. 

"1°.  L'Assemblee  parle  moyen  de  sescomites* 
excede  a  tout  moment  les  bornes  qu'elle  s'est 
prescrites  j  elle  s'occupe  d'affaires  qui  tiennent 
uniquement  a  l'administration  interieure  du  Ro- 
yaume  et  a  celle  de  la  justice,  et  cumule  ainsi 
tous  les  pouvoirs :  elle  exerce  meme  par  son  co- 
mite  des  recherches  un  veritable  despotisme 
plus  barbare  et  plus  insupportable  qu'aucun  de 
ceux  dont  l'histoire  ait  jamais  fait  mention. 
2°.  II  s'est  etabli  dans  presque  toutes  les  villes 
et  meme  dans  plusieurs  bourgs  et  villages  du 
Royaume,  des  associations  connues  sous  le  nom 
des  amis  de  la  constitution  :  contre  la  teneur  des 
decrets,  elles  n'cn  souffrent  aucune  qui  ne  soit 
affiliee  avec  elles ;  ce  qui  forme  une  immense 
corporation  plus  dangereuse  qu'aucune  de  celles 
qui  existoient  auparavant.  Sans  y  etre  autorisees, 
mais  meme  au  mepris  de  tous  les  decrets,  elles 
deliberent  sur  toutes  les  parties  du  gouverne- 
ment, correspondent  entre  elles  sur  tous  les  ob- 
jets,  font  et  recoivent  des  denonciations,  affichent 
des  arretes,  et  ont  pris  une  telle  preponderance, 
que  tous  les  corps  administratifs  et  judiciaires, 
sans  en  excepter  TAssemblee  nationale  elle- 
meme,  obeissent  presque  tous  a  leurs  ordres. 

"  Le  Roi  ne  pense  pas  qu'il  soit  possible  de 
gouverner  un  Royaume  d'une  si  grande  etendue 


et  d'une  si  grande  importance  que  la  France,  par 
les  moyens  etablis  par  l'Assemblee  nationale,tel$ 
qu'ils  existent  a  present.  Sa  Majeste,  en  accor- 
dant a  tous  les  decrets  indistinctement  line 
sanction  qu'elle  savoitbien  ne  pas  pouvoir.  refuser, 
y  a  ete  determinee  par  le  desir  d'eviter  toute 
discussion  que  1'experience  lui  avoit  appris  etre 
au  moins  inutile;  elle  craignoit  de  plus  qu'on  ne 
pensat  qu'elle  voulut  retarder  ou  faire  manquer 
les  travaux  de  l'Assemblee  nationale,  a  la  reussite 
desquels  la  Nation  prenoit  un  si  grand  interet • 
elle  mettoit  sa  confiance  dans  les  gens  sages  de 
cette  Assemblee  qui  reconnoissoient  qu'il  est  plus 
aise  de  detruire  un  gouvernement,  que  d'en 
construire  un  sur  des  bases  toutes  differentes. 
lis  avoient  plusieurs  fois  senti  la  necessite,  lors 
de  la  revision  annoncee  des  decrets,  de  donner 
une  force  d'action  et  de  reaction  necessaire  a 
tout  gouvernement :  ils  reconnoissoient  aussi  l'u  - 
tilite,  d'inspirer  pour  ce  gouvernement  et  pour 
les  loix  qui  doivent  assurer  la  prosperite  et  1'etat 
de  chacun,  une  confiance  telle  qu'elle  ramenat 
dans  le  Royaume  tous  les  citoyensque  le  mecon- 
tentement  dans  quelques-uns,  et  dans  la  plupart 
la  crainte  pour  leur  vie  ou  pour  leurs  proprietes, 
ont  force  de  s'expatrier. 

"  Mais  plus  on  voit  l'Assemblee  s'approcher 
du  terme  de  ses  travaux,  plus  on  voit  les  gens 
sages  perdre  leur  credit,  plus  les  dispositions  qui 
ne  peuvent  mettre  que  de  la  difficulte,  et  memc 
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de  l'impossibilite,  dans  la  conduite  du  gouverne- 
ment ,  et  inspirer  pour  lui  de  la  meflance  et  de 
la  fureur,  augmentent  tous  les  jours ;  les  aUtres 
reglemens,  au  lieu  de  jetter  un  baume  salutaire 
sur  les  plaies  qui  saignent  encore  dans  plusieurs 
provinces,  ne  font  qu'accroitre  les  inquietudes  et 
aigrir  les  mecontentemens.  L'esprit  des  clubs 
domine  et  envahit  tout:  les  mille  journaux  et 
pamphlets  calomniateurs,  incendiaires,  qui  se  re- 
pandent  journellement,  ne  sont  que  leurs  echos, 
et  preparent  les  esprits  de  la  maniere  dont  ils 
veulent  les  conduire  ;  jamais  I'Assemblee  natio- 
nale  n'a  ose  remedier  a  cette  licence,  bien  eloi- 
gnee  d'une  vraie  liberte  ;  elle  a  perdu  son  credit, 
et  meme  la  force  dont  elle  auroit  besoin  pour 
revenir  sur  ses  pas,  et  changer  ce  qui  lui  paroi- 
troit  bon  etre  corrige.  On  voit  par  1'espnt  qui 
regne  dans  les  clubs  et  la  maniere  dont  ils  s'em- 
parent  des  nouvelles  assemblees  primaires,  ce 
qu'on  doit  attendre  d'eux  ;  et  s*ils  laissent  apper- 
cevoir  quelques  dispositions  a  revenir  sur  quelque 
chose,  c'est  pour  detruire  les  restes  de  la  royaute 
et  etablir  un  gouvernement  metaphysique  et  phi- 
losophique,  impossible  dans  son  execution. 

f<  Francais,  est-ce  la  ce  que  vous  entendiez  en 
cnvoyant  des  representans  a  TAssemblee  natio- 
nale  I  Desiriez-vous  que  Tanarchie  et  le  despo- 
tisme  des  clubs  rempla9assent  le  gouvernement 
monarchique,  sous  lequel  la  Nation  a  prospere 
pendant  quatorze  cents  ans  ?  Desiriez-vous  voir 
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votre  Roi  comble  d'outrages  et  prive  de  sa  liberte, 
pendant  qu'il  ne  s'occupoit  que  d'etablir  la  votre? 

L'amour  pour  leurs  Rois  estune  des  vertus 
des  Francais,  et  Sa  Majeste  en  a  re9U  personnel- 
lement  des  marques  trop  touchantes  pour  pou- 
voir  jamais  les  oublier.  Les  factieux  sentoient 
bien  que  tant  que  cet  amour  subsisteroit,  leur 
ouvrage  ne  pourroit  jamais  s'achever;  ils  sen- 
toient egalement  que  pour  Faffoiblir,  il  falloit, 
s'il  etoit  possible,  aneantir  le  respect  qui  Fa  tou- 
jours  accompagne,  et  c'est  la  source  des  outra- 
ges que  le  Roi  a  recus  depuis  deux  ans,  et  de 
tous  les  maux  qu'il  a  soufferts.  Sa  Majeste  n'en 
traceroit  pas  ici  1'affligeant  tableau,si  elle  ne  vou- 
loit  faire  connoitre  a  ses  fideles  sujets  l'esprit  de 
ces  factieux  qui  dechirent  le  sein  de  leur  patrie, 
en  feignant  de  vouloir  la  regenerer  . 

"  Ils  profiterent  d'abord  de  l'espece  d'enthou- 
siasme  ou  Ton  etoit  pour  M.  Necker,  pour  lui 
procurer,  sous  les  yeux  meme  du  Roi,  un  triom- 
phe  d'autant  plus  eclatant,  que  dans  le  meme 
instant  les  gens  qu'ils  avoient  soudoyes  pour 
cela,  affecterent  de  ne  faire  aucune  attention  a  la 
presence  du  Roi.  Enhardis  par  ce  premier  es- 
sai,  ils  oserent,  des  le  lendemain  a  Versailles, 
faire  insulter  Mr.  1' Archeveque  de  Paris,  le  pour- 
suivre  a  coups  de  pierres,  et  mettre  sa  vie  danT 
le  plus  grand  danger.  Lorsque  l'insurrection 
eclata  dans  Paris  un  courier  que  le  Roi  avoit  en- . 
voye,  fut  arrete  publiqueruent,  fouille,  et  les  let- 
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tres  du  Roi  meme  furent  ouvertes.  Pendant  ce 
terns  l'Assemblee  nationale  sembloit  insulter  a. 
la  douleur  de  Sa  Majeste,  en  ne  s'occupant  qii'a 
combler  de  marques  d'estime  ces  memes  minis* 
tres  dont  le  renvoi  a  servi  de  pretexte  a.  l'insur- 
rection,  et  que  depuis  elle  n'a  pas  mieux  traites 
pour  cela.  Le  roi  s'etant  determine  a  aller  por- 
ter lui-meme  des  paroles  de  paix  dans  la 
capitale,  des  gens  apostes  sur  la  route  eurent 
grand  soin  d'empecher  ces  cris  de  vive  le  Roi,  si 
naturels  aux  Fran9ais ;  et  les  harangues  qu'on 
lui  fit,  loin  de  porter  l'expression  d^e  la  recon- 
noissance,  ne  furent  remplies  que  d'une  ironie 
amere. 

"  Cependant  Ton  accoutumoit  de  plus  en  plus 
le  peuple  au  mepris  de  la  royaute  et  des  loix  : 
celui  de  Versailles  essayoit  de  pendre  deux  hou- 
sards  a  la  grilte  du  chateau,  arrachoit  un  parri- 
cide au  supplice,  s'opposoit  a  l'envoi  d'un  deta- 
chement  de  chasseurs,  destines  a  maintenir  le  bon 
ordre,  tandis  qu'un  energumene  faisoit  publique- 
ment  au  Palais-Royal  la  motion  de  venir  enlevet 
le  Roi  et  son  fils,  de  les  garder  a  Paris,  et  d'en- 
fermer  la  Reine  dans  un  couvent,  et  que  cette 
motion,  au  lieu  d'etre  rejettee  avec  l'indignation 
qu'elle  auroit  du  exciter,  etoit  applaudie.  L'As- 
semblee, de  son  cote,  non  contente  de  degrader 
la  royaute,  par  ses  decrets,  affectoit  meme  du  me- 
pris pour  la  personne  du  Roi,  et  recevoit  d'une 
maniere  impossible  a  qualifier  convenablement, 
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les  observations  du  Roi  sur  les  decrets  de  la  nuit 
des  4  et  5  Aout. 

"  Enfin  arriverent  les journees  des  5  et  6  Oc- 
tobre ;  le  recit  en  seroit  superflu,  et  Sa  Majeste 
1'epargne  a  ses  fideles  sujets,  mais  elle  ne  peut  pas 
s'empecher  de  faire  remarquer  la  conduite  de 
1'Assemblee  pendant  ces  horribles  scenes.  Loin 
de  songer  a  les  prevenir  ou  du  moins  a  les  arreter, 
elle  resta  tranquille,  et  se  contenta  de  repondre 
a  la  motion  de  se  transporter  en  corps  chez  le 
Roi,  que  cela  n'etoit  pas  de  sa  dignite. 

*  Depuis  ce  moment,  presque  tous  les  jours 
out  ete  marques  par  de  nouvelles  scenes  plus  af- 
fiigeantes  les  unes  que  les  autres  pour  le  Roi,  on 
par  de  nouvelles  insultes  qui  lui  ont  ete  fakes. 
A  peine  le  Roi  etoit-il  aux  Tuileries,  qu'un  in- 
nocent fut  masacre  et  sa  tete  promenee  dans  Paris, 
presque  sous  les  yeux  du  Roi.    Dans  plusieurs 
provinces  ceux  qui  paroissoient  attaches  au  Roi 
ou  a  sa  personne,  ont  ete  persecutes ;  plusieurs 
meme  ont  perdu  la  vie,  sans  qu'il  ait  ete  possible 
au  Roi  de  faire  punir  les  assasins,  ou  meme  d'en 
temoigner  sa  sensibilite.    Dans  le  jardin  meme 
des  Tuileries,  tous   les  deputes  qui  ont  parle 
contre  la  royaute  ou  contre  la  Religion  (  car  les 
factieux,  dans  leur  rage,  n'ont  pas  plus  respecte 
1'Autel  que  le  Trone  ) ,  ont  re<^u  les  honneurs  du 
triomphe,  pendant  que  ceux  qui  pensent  difFe- 
remment,  y  sont  a  tout  moment  insultes,  et  leur. 
vie  meme  est  continuellement  menacee. 
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"  A  la  federation  du  14  Juillet  1790,  l'As- 
semblee,  en .  nommant  le  Roi,  par  un  decret  spe- 
cial, pour  en  etre  le  chef,  s'est  montree  par-la 
penser  qu'elle  auroit  pu  en  nommer  un  autre. 
A  cette  meme  ceremonie,  malgre  la  demande  du 
Roi,  la  famille  royale  a  ete  placee  dans  un  en- 
droit  separe  de  celui  qu'il  occupoit:  chose  inouie 
jusqu'a  present.  (  C'est  pendant  cette  federation 
que  le  Roi  a  passe  les  momens  les  plus  doux  de 
son  sejour  a  Paris.  II  s'arrete  avec  complaisance 
sur  le  souvenir  des  temoignages  d'attachement  et 
d'amour  que  lui  ont  donnes  les  gardes  nationaux 
de  toute  la  France,  rassembles  pour  cette  cere*- 
monie  ). 

"  Les  ministres  du  Roi,  ces  memes  ministres 
que  l'Assemblee  avoit  force  le  Roi  de  rappeller, 
ou  dont  elle  avoit  applaudi  la  nomination,  ont 
ete  contraints,  a  force  d'insultes  et  de  menaces,  a 
quitter  leurs  places,  excepte  un. 

"  Mesdames,  tantes  du  Roi,  et  qui  etoient 
restees  constamment  pres  de  lui,  determinees  par 
un  motif  de  religion,  ayant  voulu  se  rendre  a 
Rome,  les  factieux  n'ont  pas  voulu  leur  laisser 
merae  la  liberte  qui  appartient  a  toute  personnej 
et  qui  est  etablie  par  la  declaration  dcs  droits  de 
1'homme.  Une  troupe,  poussee  par  eux,  s'est 
portee  vers  Bellevue  pour  arreter  Mesdames.  Le 
coup  ayant  ete  manque  par  leur  prompt  depart, 
les  factieux  ne  se  sont  pas  deconcertes  ;  ils  se 
Sont  portes  chez  Monsieur,  sous  pretexte  qu'il 


Appendix.  125 

rouloit  suivre  Mesdames;  et  quoiqu'ils  n'aient 
recueilli  de  cette  demarche  que  le  plaisir  de  lui 
faire  une  insulte,  elle  n'a  pas  ere  tout-a-fait  per- 
due pour  leur  systeme.  Cependant,  n'ayant  pu 
faire  arreter  Mesdames  a  Bellevue,ils  ont  trouve 
le  moyen  de  les  faire  arreter  a  Arnai-le-Duc ;  et 
tl  a  fallu  des  ordres  de  l'Assemblee  nationale 
pour  leur  laisser  continuer  leur  route,  ceux  do 
Roi  ayant  ete  meprises. 

se  A  peine  la  nouvelle  de  cette  arrestation  fut- 
elle  arrivee  a  Paris,  qu'ils  ont  essaye  de  faire  ap* 
prouver  parTAssemblee  nationale,  cette  violation 
de  liberie ;  mais  leur  coup  ayant  ete  manque,  ils 
ont  excite  un  soulevement  pour  contraindre  le 
Roi  a  faire  revenir  Mesdames ;  mais  la  bonne 
eonduite  de  la  garde  nationale  (  dont  le  Roi  s'est 
empresse  de  temoigner  sa  satisfaction  )  ayant  dis- 
sipe  Tattroupement,  ils  eurent  recours  a  d'autres 
moyens.  II  ne  leur  avoit  pas  ete  difficile  d'ob- 
server  qu'au  moindre  mouvement  qui  se  faisoit 
sentir,  une  grande  quantite  de  fideles  sujets  se 
rendoient  aux  tribunes  des  Tuileries,  et  formoient 
un  espece  de  bataillon  capable  d'en  imposer  aux 
mal-intentionnes  5  ils  exciterent  une  emeute  a 
Vincennes5et  firent  courir  a  dessein,  le  bruit  qu'ou 
se-  serviroit  de  cette  occasion  pour  se  porter  aux 
Tuileries,  afin  que  les  defenseurs  du  Roi.pussent 
se  rassemblercomme  ilsl'avoient  deja  fait,et  qu'on 
put  denaturer  leurs  intentions  aux  yeux  de  la, 
garde  nationale,  en  leur  pretant  le  projet  des  for- 
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faits  memecontre  lesquels  ils  s'armoient.  lis  reus- 
sirent  si  bien  a  aigrir  les  esprits,  que  le  Roi 
«ut  la  douleur  de  voir  maltraiter  sous  ses  yeux, 
sans  pouvoir  les  defendre,  ceux  qui  lui  don- 
noient  les  plus  touchantes  preuves  de  leur  atta- 
chement.  Ce  fut  en  vaiu  que  Sa  Majeste  leur 
demanda  elle-meme  les  armes  qu'on  avoit  ren- 
dues  suspectes.  Ce  fut  en  vain  qu'ils  lui  donne- 
rent  cette  derniere  marque  de  leur  devouement ; 
rien  ne  put  retenir  ces  esprits  egares,  qui  pous- 
serent  l'audace  jusqu'a  se  faire  livrer,  et  briser 
meme  ces  armes,  dont  le  Roi  s'etoit  rendu  depo- 
sitaire. 

"  Cependant  le  Roi,  apres  avoir  ete  malade,  se 
disposoit  a  profiter  des  beaux  jours  du  printems 
pour  aller  a  Saint-Cloud,  comme  il  y  avoit  ete, 
J'annee  derniere,  une  partie  de  Tete  et  de  l'au- 
tomne.  Comme  ce  voyage  tomboit  dans  la  Se- 
maine-Sainte,  on  osa  se  servir  de  l'attachement 
connu  du  Roi  pour  la  Religion  de  ses  peres,  pour 
animer  les  esprits  contre  lui  j  et  des  le  Dimanche 
au  soir,  le  club  des  cordeliers  fit  afficher  un  ar- 
rete,  dans  lequel  le  Roi  lui  meme  etoit  denonce 
comme  refractaire  a  la  loi.  Le  lendemain,  Sa  Ma- 
jeste monte  en  voiture,  pour  partir ;  mais  arrivee 
aux  Tuileries,  une  foule  de  peuple  parut  vouloir 
s'opposer  a  son  passage  ;  et  c'est  avec  bien  de  la 
peine  qu'on  doit  dire  ici,  que  la  garde  nationale, 
loin  de  reprimer  les  seditieux,  se  joignit  a  eux, 
et  arreta  elle-meme  les  chevaux.    En  vain  Mr. 
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de  la  Fayette  fit-il  tout  ce  qu'il  put  pour  faire 
comprendre  a  cette  garde  l'horreur  de  la  con- 
duite  quelle  tenoit,  rien  ne  put  reussir;  les  dis- 
cours  les  plus  insolens,  les  motions  les  plus  abo* 
minables  retentissoientaux  oreilles  de  SaMajeste; 
les  personnes  de  sa  maison  qui  se  trouvoient  la, 
s'empresserent  de  lui  faire  un  rempart  de  leur 
corps,  si  les  intentions  qu'on  ne  manifestoit  que 
trop,  venoient  a  s'executer ;  mais  il  falloit  que  le 
Roi  but  le  calice  jusqu'a  la  lie ;  ses  fideles  ser- 
viteurs  lui  furent  arraches  avec  violence  ;  enfim. 
apres  avoir  endure  pendant  une  heure  trois  quarts 
tous  ces  outrages,  Sa  Majeste  fut  contrainte  de 
rester  dans  sa  prison  ;  car,  apres  cela,  on  ne  sau- 
Toit  appeler  cela  un  palais.  Son  premier  soin  fut 
d'envoyer  chercher  le  directoire  du  departement, 
charge  par  etat  de  veiller  a  la  tranquility  et  a  la 
surete  publique,  et  de  l'instruire  de  ce  qui  venoit 
de  se  passer.  Le  lendemain,  S.  M.  rendit  elle- 
meme  a  l'Assemblee  nationale  pour  lui  faire  sen- 
tir  combien  cet  evenement  etoit  contraire  meme 
a  la  nouvelle  constitution  ;  de  nouvelles  insultes 
furent  le  fruit  que  le  Roi  retira  de  ces  demar- 
ches. II  fut  oblige  de  consentir  a  I'eloignement 
de  sa  chapelle  et  de  la  plupart  de  ses  grands  of- 
ficiers,  et  d'approuver  la  lettre  que  son  mi- 
nistre  a  ecrite  en  son  nom  aux  cours  etrangeres ; 
enfin  d'assister,  le  jour  de  Paques,  a  la  Messe  du 
nouveau  cure  de  St.  Germain-rAuxerrois. 

"  D'apres  tous  ces  motifs  de  1'impossibilite  ou 
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le  Roi  se  trouve  d'operer  le  bien,  et  d'empecher 
le  mal  qui  se  commet,  est-il  etonnant  que  le  Roi 
ait  cherche  a  recouvrer  sa  liberte  et  a  se  mettre 
en  surete  avec  sa  famille  ? 

Francais,  et  vous  sur-tout  Parisiens,  vous  ha* 
bitans  d'une  ville  que  les  ancetres  de  Sa  Majeste 
se  plaisoient  a  appeler  leur  bonne  ville  de  Paris, 
mefiez-vous  des  suggestions  et  des  mensonges  de 
vos  faux  amis ;  revenez  a  votre  Roi ;  il  sera  tou- 
jours  votre  pere,  votre  meilleur  ami ;  quel  plai- 
sir  n'aura-t-il  pas  a  oublier  toutes  ses  injures  per- 
sonnels s,  et  de  se  voir  au  milieu  de  vous,  lors- 
qu'une  constitution,  qu'il  aura  acceptee  libre- 
ment,  fera  que  notre  sainte  Religion  sera  res- 
pectee,  que  le  gouvernement  sera  etabli  sur  un 
pied  stable,  et  que  par  son  action,  les  biens  et 
Tetat  de  chacun  ne  seront  plus  troubles,  que  les 
loix  ne  seront  plus  enfreintes  impunement,  et 
qu'enfin  la  liberte  sera  posee  sur  des  bases  fermes 
et  inebranlables.  " 

SignS,  LOUIS. 

A  Paris,  le  20  Juin  1791. 

cc  Le  Roi  defend  a  ses  ministres  de  signer 
aucun  ordre  en  son  nom,  jusqu'a  ce  qu'ils  aient 
reeu  ses  ordres  ultcrieurs;  il  enjoint  a  son  garde 
du  sceau  de  l'£tat,  de  le  lui  renvoyer  d'abord 
qu'il  en  sera  requis  de  sa  part.  }> 

Signe,  LOUIS. 

A  Paris,  ie  20  Juiii  1791. 

No  18. 
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[   N°.  18.  ] 

Adresse  de  V  Assemhlee  nationale  aux  Frangais, 
a  I'occasion  du  depart  du  Roi,  et  en  rcponse 
a  la  declaration  de  Sa  Majesti, 

Le  23  Juin  1751. 

"  Un  grand  attentat  vient  de  se  commettre.... 
L'Assemblee  nationale  touchoit  au  terme  de  ses 
longs  travaux ;  la  Constitution  etoit  finie ;  les 
orages  de  la  revolution  alloient  cesser,  et  les  en- 
nemis  du  bien  public  out  voulu,  par  un  seul  for- 
fait, immoler  la  Nation  entiere  a  leur  vengeance. 
Le  Roi  et  la  Famillle  royale  ont  ete  enleves  dans 
la  nuit  du  20  au  21  de  ce  mois.  " 

"  Vos  Representans  triompheront  de  cet  obs- 
tacle, ils  mesureront  Tetendue  des  devoirs  qui 
leur  sont  imposes.  La  liberte  publique  sera 
maintenue ;  les  conspirateurs  et  les  esclaves  ap- 
prendront  a  connoitre  l'intrepidite  des  fondateurs 
de  la  liberte  fran9aise,  et  nous  prenon's  a  la  face 
de  la  Nation,  l'engagement  solennel  de  venger 
la  loi  ou  de  mourir.  " 

"  La  France  veut  etre  libre,  et  elle  sera  libre. 
On  cherche  a  faire  retrograder  la  revolution,  la 
revolution  ne  retrogradera  point.  Fra^ais,  telle 
est  votre  volonte  :  elle  sera  accomplie.  " 

"  II  s'agissoit  d'abord  d'appliquer  la  loi  a  la 
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position  momentanee  ou  se  trouve  le  royaume. 
Le  Roi,  dans  la  Constitution,  exerce  les  fonctions 
royales  du  refus  ou  de  la  sanction,  sur  les  decrets 
du  Corps  legislatif ;  il  est  en  outre  chef  du  pou- 
yoir  executif ;  et  en  cette  demiere  qualite,  il  fait 
executer  la  loi  par  des  ministres  responsables. 
Si  le  premier  des  fonctionnaires  publics  deserte 
son  poste,  ou  est  enleve  malgre  lui,  les  Repre- 
sentans  de  la  Nation  revetus  de  tous  les  pouvoirs 
necessaires  au  salut  de  1'fLtat  et  a  l'activite  du 
gouvernement,  ont  le  droit  d'y  suppleer.  En  pro- 
noncant  que  l'apposition  du  sceau  de  l'Etat,  et 
la  signature  du  ministre  de  la  justice,  donneront 
aux  decrets  le  caracterc  et  1'autorite  de  la  loi, 
FAssemblee  nationale  constituante  a  exerce  un 
droit  incontestable.  Sous  le  Second  rapport  il 
n'etoit  pas  moins  facile  de  trouver  un  supplement. 
En  effet,  aucun  ordre  du  Roi  ne  pouvant  etre 
execute,  s'il  n'est  contresigne  par  les  ministres", 
qui,  en  demeurent  responsables,  il  a  sum*  d'une 
simple  declaration  qui  ordonnat  provisoirement 
aux  ministres  d'agir  sous  leur  responsabilite,  sans 
la  signature  du  Roi.  " 

<c  Apres  avoir  pourvu  aux  moyens  de  comple- 
ter et  de  faire  executer  la  loi,  les  dangers  de  la 
crise  sont  ecartes  a  l'egard  de  1'interieur  du  ro- 
yaume. Contre  les  attaques  du  dehors  on  vient 
de  donner  a  Tarmee  un  premier  renfort  de  quatre 
cents  mille  gardes  nationales.  Au  dedans  et  au 
dehors,  la  France  a  done  toutes  sortes  de  motifs 
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de  securite,  si  les  esprits  ne  se  laissent  point 
frapper  d'etonnement,  s'ils  gardent  de  la  mode- 
ration. LAssemblee  nationale  constituante  est 
en  place.  Tous  les  pouvoirs  publics  etablis  par 
la  constitution  sont  en  activite;  le  patriotisme 
des  citoyens  de  Paris,  sa  garde  nationale,  dont  1$ 
ze\e  est  au  dessus  de  tout  eloge,  veillent  au  tour 
de  vos  Representans.  Les  citoyens  actifs  du 
royaume  entier  sont  enroles,  et  la  France  peut 
attendre  ses  ennemis.  " 

5*  Faut-il  craindre  les  suites  d'un  ecrit  arrache 
avant  le  depart  de  ce  Roi  seduit,  que  nous  ne 
croiron?  inexcusable  qu'a  la  derniere  extremite? 
On  concoit  a  peine  l'ignorance  et  les  pretentions 
de  ceux  qui  Font  dicte  ;  il  sera  discute  par  la 
suite  avec  ;plus  d'etendue,  si  vos  interets  1'exi- 
gent ;  mais  il  est  de  notre  devoir  d'en  donner  ici 
une  idee,  " 

"  L'Assemblee  nationale  a  fait  une  proclama- 
tion solennelle  des  verites  politiques ;  elle  a  re- 
trouve,  ou  plutot  elle  a  retabli  les  droits  sacres  du 
genre  humain ;  et  cet  ecrit  presente  de  nouveau 
la  theorie  de  l'esclavage  !  " 

"  Francais  !  on  y  rappelle  cette  journee  du  23 
Juin,  ou  le  chef  du  pouvoir  executif,  ou  le  pre- 
mier des  fonctionnaires  publics  osa  dieter  ses 
volontes  absolues  a  vos  Representans,  charges 
par  vos  ordres  de  rcfaire  la  constitution  du  ro- 
yaume. " 

"  On  ne  craint  pas  d'y  parler  de  cette  armee 
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qui  menagoit  l'Assemblee  nationale  au  mois  dc 
Juillet ;  on  ose  se  faire  un  merite  de  l'avoir  elow 
gnee  des  deliberations  de  vos  Representans.  " 

"  L'Assemblee  nationale  a  gemi  des  evenc- 
mens  du  6  Octobre.  Elle  a  ordonne  la  poursuite 
des  coupables ;  et  parce  qu'il  est  difficile  de  re- 
trouver  quelques  brigands  au  milieu  de  l'insur- 
rection  de  tout  un  peuple,  on  lui  reproche  de  les 
laisser  impunis  !  On  se  garde  bien  de  raconter 
les  outrages  qui  provoquerent  ces  desordres.  La 
Nation  etoit  plus  juste  et  plus  genereuse ,  elle 
ne  reprochoit  plus  au  Roi  les  violences  exercees 
sous  son  regne,  et  sous  le  regne  de  ses  ayeux.  f 

"  On  ose  y  rappeller  la  federation  du  14  Juil- 
let de  Tannee  derniere.  Q.u'en  est-il  reste  dans 
la  memoire  des  auteurs  de  cet  ecrit  ?  C'est  que 
Je  premier  fonctionnaire  public  n'etoit  place  qu'a 
la  tete  des  Representans  de  la  Nation.  Au  mi- 
lieu de  tous  les  deputes,  des  gardes  nationales, 
et  des  troupes  de  ligne  du  Royaume,  il  y  pro- 
iionca  un  serment  solennel ;  et  c'est  la  ce  qu'on 
oublie,  le  serment  du  Roi  fut  libre;  car  il  dit 
lui-meme,  que,  c'est  pendant  la  federation  qu'il 
a  passe  les  momens  les  plus  denix  de  son  sejour  cl 
Paris;  quil  s'arrHe  avec  complaisance  sar  le 
souvenir  des  temoignages  d'attachement  et  dUnnour 
que  lid  ont  donne  les  gardes  nationaux  de  touie  la 
France.  Si  un  jour  le  Roi  ne  declaroit  pas  que 
des  factieux  l'ont  entraine,  on  auroit  denonce  son 
parjure  au  mondc  entier.  " 
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"  Est-il  besoin  de  parcourir  tant  d'autres  re- 
proches  si  mal  fondes  ?  On  diroit  que  les  peu- 
ples  sont  faits  pour  les  Rois,  et  que  la  clemence 
est  l'unique  devoir  de  ceux-ci  ;  qu'une  grande 
Nation  doit  se  regenerer  sans  aucune  agitation, 
sans  troubler  un  moment  les  plaisirs  des  Rois  et 
de  leur  Cour  \  quelques  desordres  ont  accompa- 
gne  la  revolution  ;  niais  1'ancien  despotisme  doit- 
il  se  plaindre  des  maux  qu'il  avoit  faits  ?  et  con- 
•vient-il  de  s'etonner  que  le  peuple  n'ait  pas  tou- 
jours  garde  la  mesure,  en  dissipant  cet  amas  de 
corruption  forme  pendant  des  siecles  par  les  cri- 
mes du  pouvoir  absolu  ?  " 

"  Des  adresses  de  felicitations  et  de  remerci- 
mens  sont  arrivecs  de  toutes  les  parties  du  ro- 
yaume ;  on  dit  que  c'est  1'ouvrage  des  factieux, 
oui  sans  doute  de  yingt-quatre  millions  de  fac- 
tieux. " 

"  U  falloit  reconstituer  tous  les  pouvoirs  ;  par 
ce  que  tout  etoit  corrompu  ,  parce  qu'une  dette 
efFrayante,  accumulee  par  1'imperitie  et  les 
desordres  du  gouvernement  alloit  precipiter  la 
Nation  dans  un  abime.  On  nous  reproche  de 
n'avoir  pas  soumis  la  constitution  au  refus  du  Roi; 
mais  la  royaute  n'est  etablie  que  pour  le  peuple, 
et  si  les  grandes  nations  sont  obligees  de  la  main- 
tenir,  c'est  parce  qu'elle  est  la  sauve-garde  de 
leur  bonheur.  La  constitution  lui  laisse  sa  pre- 
rogative et  son  veritable  caractere.  Vos  Repre- 
sentans  seroient  criminels,  s'ils  avoient  sacrifie 
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vingt-quatre  millions  de  citoyens  a  l'interet  d'un 
seul  homme.  " 

"  Le  travail  des  peuples  alim-ente  le  tresor 
de  l'Etat;  c'est  un  depot  saere.  Le  premier 
symptome  de  l'esclavage  est  de  ne  voir  dans  les 
contributions  publiques,  qu'une  dette  envers  le 
despotisme.  La  France  devoit  etre,  sur  ce  point, 
plus  severe  qu'aucune  autre  nation.  On  a  regie 
l'emploi  des  contributions  d'apres  la  stricte  jus- 
tice. On  a  pourvu  avec  munificence  aux  depend 
ses  du  Rbi ;  par  une  condescendance  de  1'Assem- 
blee  nationale,  il  en  a  lui-meme  fixe  la  somme ; 
ct  pres  de  30  millions  accordes  a  la  liste  civile, 
gont  presentes  comme  une  somme  trop  modi- 
que.  " 

<f  Le  decret  sur  la  guerre  et  la  paix  ore  au 
Roi  et  a  ses  ministres  le  droit  de  devouer  les 
peuples  au  carnage,  selon  le  caprice  ou  les  cal- 
culs  de  la  Courj  Et  Ton  paroit  le  regretter! 
Des  traites  desastreux  ont  tour  a  tour  sacrifie  le 
territoire  de  l'Empire  francais,  les  tresors  de 
J'Etat,  et  l'industrie  des  citoyens.  Le  Corps  le- 
gislatif  connoitra  mieux  les  interets  de  la  Nation, 
et  r  on  nous  reproche  de  lui  avoir  conserve  la  re- 
vision et  la  confirmation  des  traites !  Quoi  done  ! 
N'avezrvous  pas  fait  une  assez  longue  experience 
des  erreurs  du  gouvernement  ?  " 

"  Sous  l'ancien  regime  l'avancement  et  la  disr 
cipline  des  soldats  et  des  officiers  de  terre  et  de 
mer  etoient  abandonnes  au  caprice  du  ministere, 
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1/Assemblee  nationale,occupee  de  leur  bonheur, 
leur  a  restitue  des  droits  qui  leur  appartiennent ; 
l'autorite  royale  n'aura  plus  que  le  tiers  ou  le 
quart  des  places  a  donner,  et  Ton  ne  trouve  point 
cette  part  suffisante  !  " 

"  On  attaque  votre  ordre  judiciaire,  sans  son- 
ger  que  le  Roi  d'un  grand  peuple  ne  doit  se  me* 
ler  de  l'administration  de  la  justice  que  pourfaire 
observer  les  loix  et  executer  les  jugemens.  On 
veut  exciter  des  regrets  sur  le  droit  de  faire  grace 
et  de  commuer  les  peines,  et  cependant  tout  le 
monde  sait  comment  ce  droit  est  exerce,  et  sur 
qui  les  monarquesrepandentde  pareilles  faveurs," 

"  Se  plaindre  de  ne  pouvoir  plus  ordonner  tou- 
tes  les  parties  de  I'Administration,  e'est  reven- 
diquer  le  desposlisme  ministeriel  Certes  le  Roi 
ne  pouvoit  l'exercer  lui-meme.  On  a  laisse  au 
peuple  le  choix  de  ses  administrateurs ;  mais  ces 
meme  administrateurs  sont  sous  l'autorite  du  Roi, 
en  tout  ce  qui  ne  concerne  pas  la  repartition  de 
J'impotjil  peut  sous  la  responsabilite  de  ses  mi- 
nistres,  annuller  leurs  actes  irreguliers,  les  sus- 
pendre  de  leurs  fonctions.  " 

"  Les  pouvoirs  line  fois  repartis,  le  corps  le- 
gislatif,  comme  tout  autre  pouvoir  public,  ne 
pourra  sortir  des  bornes  qui  lui  sont  assignees. 
Au  defaut  des  ministres,  1'imperieuse  neccssite  a' 
force  quelquefois  TAssemblee  nationale  a  se  me- 
ter malgre  elle  de  radministration.  Ce  n'est  pas 
au  gouvernement  a  le  lui  rcprocher,    Qn  doit  ie 
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dire,  il  n'inspiroit  plus  de  confiance,  et  tandis  que 
tous  les  Fran$ais  se  portoient  vers  le  Corps  legis- 
latif  comme  centre  d'action,  l'Assemblee  ne  s'est 
jamais  occupee  sur  ce  point,  que  des  dispositions 
necessaires  au  maintien  de  la  liberte.  Devoit-elle 
conserver  de  la  confiance  ?  Vous  pouvez  en  juger 
d'apres  le  depart  du  Roi.  " 

"  La  faction  qui  a  la  suite  de  ce  depart  a  trace 
la  longue  liste  de  reproches  auxquels  il  sera  si  fa- 
cile de  repondre,  s'est  demasqueeelle-meme.  Des 
imputations  souvent  renouvellees  en  decelent  la 
source.  On  se  plaint  de  la  complication  du 
nouveau  regime,  et  par  une  contradiction  sen- 
sible, on  se  plaint  en  meme  terns  de  la  duree 
biennale  des  fonctions  des  electeurs.  On  re- 
proche  amerement  aux  societes  des  amis  de  la 
constitution  cet  amour  ardent  de  la  liberte  qui  a 
tant  servi  la  revolution  et  qui  peut  etre  si  utile 
encore,  si  dans  les  circonstances  actuelles  il  est 
dirige  par  un  patriotisme  tout  a  la  fois  prudent 
et  eclaire.  11 

a  Faut-il  parler  enfin  de  cette  insinuation  re- 
lative a  la  Religion  catholique  ?  L'Assemblee 
nationale,  vous  le  savez,  n'a  fait  qu'user  des 
droits  de  la  puissance  civile  ;  elle  a  retabli  la  pu- 
rete  des  premiers  siecles  chretiens,  et  ce  ne  sont 
pas  les  interets  duCiel  qui  dictent  ce  reproche.  " 

"  Francais  !  l'absence  du  Roi  n'arretera  point 
1'activite  du  gouvernement,  et  un  seul  danger 
r^el  vous  menace.    Vous  avez  a  vous  premunir 
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contre  la  suspension  des  travaux  de  I'industrie, 
du  paiement  des  contributions  publiques,  contre 
cette  agitation  sans  mesure,  qui,  bouleverseroit 
PEtatpar  exces  de  patriotisme,ou  l'instigation  de 
nos  ennemis,  commenceroit  par  l'anarchie,  et  fi- 
niroit  par  la  guerre  civile.  " 

"  C'est  sur  ce  danger  que  l'Assemblee  natio- 
nale  appelle  la  sollicitude  de  tous  les  bons  c?- 
toyens  ;  c'est  ce  malheur  veritable  qu'il  faut  eviter. 
Vos  representans  vous  exhortent  au  nom  de  la 
patrie,  au  nom  de  la  liberte,  a  ne  pas  le  perdre  de 
vue.  Dans  les  momens  de  crise  il  est  neces- 
saire  de  develcpper  un  grand  caractere  ;  c'est 
alors  que  les  haines  privees  et  les  interets  parti- 
culiers  doivent  disparoitre,  le  peuple  qui  vient  de 
reconquerir  sa  liberte,  doit  sur-tout  montrer  cette 
fermete  tranquille  qui  doit  faire  palir  les  tyrans.  " 

"  Le  grand,  presque  l'unique  interet  qui  doive 
nous  occuper  particulierement  jusqu'a  Tepoque 
tres-prochaine  ou  l'AssembiL-e  nationale  aura  pris 
une  resolution  definitive,  c'est  le  maintien  de  1'or- 
dre.  L'ordre  peut  exister  par-tout  ou  il  existe  un 
centre  d'autorite;  il  se  trouve  dans  l'Assemblee 
de  vos  representans.  II  suffira  provisoirement,  si 
la  voix  des  citoyens  prononce  avec  energie  1'obli- 
gation  de  respecter  la  loi  5  si  la  force  publique  de 
J'armee,  des  gardes  nationales,  et  de  tous  les 
Francois  en  appuie  l'execution.  Nous  gemirons 
des  malheurs  de  notre  Koi ;  nous  appellerons  la 
vengeance  des  loix  sur  ceux  qui  Font  entraine 
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loin  de  son  poste ;  mais  l'empire  ne  sera  point 
ebranle;  l'activite  de  l'administration  ct  de  la 
justice  ne  sera  point  ralentie.  Ralliez-vous  done 
sur  ce  point,  auquel  le  salut  de  la  France  est  at- 
tache ;  surveillez  ces  hommes  qui  ne  voient  dans 
les  calamites  publiques  qu'une  occasion  favora- 
ble a  leur  brigandage.  Unissez  vos  efforts  pour 
empecher  les  violences,  pour  assurer  les  contri- 
butions, et  la  libre  circulation  des  subsistances, 
pour  maintenir  la  surete  des  personnes  et  de  tou- 
tes  les  proprietes.  Montrez  la  loi  aux  cou- 
pables  5  Tortifiez  les  autorites  constitutionnelles 
de  toute  la  puissance  de  la  volonte  generate  ; 
que  les  factieux  qui  demandent  le  sang  de  leurs 
concitoyens  voient  i'ordre  se  maintenir  au  milieu 
des  orages,  la  constitution  s'affermir  et  devenit 
plus  chere  aux  Francois  par  les  coups  qu'ils  lui 
portent;  qn'enfin  les  dangers  qui  vous  etoient 
reserves,  n'atteignent  que  les  ennemis  de  votre 
bonheur.  La  capitale  peut  servir  de  modele  au 
reste  de  la  France ;  le  depart  du  Roi  n'a  point 
cause  d 'agitation;  et,  ce  qui  fait  le  desespoir  de 
nos  ennemis,  elle  jouit  d'une  tranquillite  par- 
faite,  " 

"  II  est  envers  les  grandes  nations  des  atten- 
tats que  la  generosite  seule  peut  faire  oublier. 
Le  peuple  francais  etoit  fier  dans  la  servitude  ; 
il  montre  les  vertus  et  I'heroisme  de  la  liberte, 
que  les  ennemis  de  la  constitution  le  sachent; 
pour  asservir  de  nouveau  ]e  territoire  de  cet  en>- 
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pire,  il  faudroit  aneantir  la  Nation.  Le  despo* 
tisme  formera,  s'il  le  veut,  une  pareille  entre- 
prise  ,  il  sera  vaincu  ;  ou,  a  la  suite  de  son  affreux 
triomphe,  il  ne  trouvera  que  des  mines,  " 

Signes,  Alexandre  Be  auharnais,  president-, 
Mauriet,  Regnier,  le  Carlier,  Fricaud, 
Gr enotjMerle  Secretaires. 

[   N°.  19.  ] 

JExtrait  du  Rccit  fait  par  Drouet  a  l'Assem» 
blcc  dans  la  seance  du  c24<  Juin  1791. 

Je  suis  maltre  de  poste  a  Sainte-M  enehould, 
ancien  dragon  au  regiment  de  Conde ;  mon 
camarade  Guillaume  est  un  aneien  dragon  au 
regiment  de  la  Reine.  Le  21  Juin,  a  7  heures  et 
demie  du  soir,  deux  voitures  et  onze  chevaux  re- 
laierent  a  la  poste  de  Sainte-Menehould.  Je 
crus  reconnoitre  la  Reine,  et  appercevant  un 
homme  dans  le  fond  de  la  voiture  a  gauche,  je 
fus  frappe  de  la  ressemblance  de  sa  phisionomie 
avec  I'effigie  d'un  assignat  de  50  livres.  Ces 
voitures  etant  couduites  par  un  detachement  de 
dragons,  lequel  succedoit  a  un  detachement  de 
hussards,  sous  le  pretexte  de  proteger  un  tresor, 
cette  escorte  me  cpnfirma  dans  mes  soupcons, 
sur-tout  lorsque  je  vis  le  commandant  de  ce  de- 
tachement parler  d'un  air  tres^anime  a  l'un  des 
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couriers.  Cependant,  craignant  d'exciter  de 
fausses  alarmes,  etant  tout  seul,  ne  pouvant  con- 
suiter  personne,  je  laissai  partir  les  voitures;  mais 
voyant  aussitot  les  dragons  prets  a  se  mettre  en 
mouvement  pour  les  suivre,  et  voyant  qu'apres 
avoir  demande  des  chevaux  pour  Verdun,ces  voi- 
tures prenoient  la  route  de  Varennes,  je  pris  un 
chemin  de  traverse  pour  les  rejoindre.  Je  les  de- 
vancai  a  Varennes ;  il  etoit  onze  heures  du  soir, 
il  faisoit  tres-noir  j  tout  le  monde  etoit  couche. 
Les  voitures  furent  arretees  dans  une  rue  par  une 
dispute  qui  eut  lieu  entre  les  postilions  et  le 
maitre  deposte  du  lieu.  Celui-ci  vouloit  qu'on  fit 
reposer  et  rafraichir  leschevaux,selon  l'usage  ;  le 
Roi  au  contraire  vouloit  accelerer  son  depart.  Je 
dis  alors  a  mon  camarade — Es-tu  bon  patriote  ? — 
N'en  doute  pas. — Eh  bien,lui  repondis-je,le  Roi  est 
a  Varennes  j  il  fautl'arreter. — Alors  nous  descent 
climes,  et  nous  times  reflexion  que  pour  le  suc- 
ce$  de  notre  projet,  il  falloit  barricader  la  rue 
et  le  pont  par  ou  le  Roi  devoit  passer. 

En  consequence,  nous  nous  transportames,  moi 
et  mon  camarade  pres  du  pont  de  Varennes ;  il 
y  avoit  heureusement  tout  pres  une  voiture  char- 
gee  de  meubles,  nous  1'amenames,  et  la  culbu- 
tames,  de  maniere  qu'il  etoit  impossible  de  pas- 
ser. Alors,  nous  coummes  chercherle  procurcur 
de  la  Commune,  le  maire,  le  commandant  de  la 
garde  nationale,  et  en  moins  d'un  demi  quart 
d'heure  nous  fumes  reunis  au  nombre  de  8  hom- 
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files  de  bonne  volonte.  Le  commandant  de la  garde 
nationale,  accompagne  du  procureur  de  la  Com  ; 
mune  s'approcherent  de  la  voiture  et  demanderent 
aux  voyageurs  qui  ils  etoient,  et  ou  ils  alloient. 
La  Reine  repondit,  qu'ils  etoient  presses.  On 
insista  pour  avoir  un  passeport  ;  elle  donna  enfin 
son  passeport  a  deux  gardes  d'honneur,  qui  dcs- 
cendirent  et  vinrent  a  l'auberge.  Ce  passeport 
portoit  le  nom  de  madame  la  baronne  de  CorrT, 
•&c.  Quelques  personnes  qui  entendirent  la 
lecture  de  ce  passeport  disoient  qu'il  devoit  suf- 
fire.  Nous  combattimes  cette  idee,  paree  que  le 
passeport  n'etoit  signe  que  du  Roi,  et  qu'il  devoit 
letre  aussi  par  le  president  de  l'Assemblee  na- 
tionale. Si  vous  etes  une  etrangere,  disions-nous 
a  la  Reine,  pourquoi  avez  vous  assez  d'influence 
pour  faire  partir  apres  vous  un  detachement  ? 
Pourquoi,  lorsque  vous  passates  par  Clermont,  en 
avez-vous  eu  assez  pour  vous  faire  suivre  par  un 
premier  detachement  ?  D'apres  ces  reflexions  et 
notre  obstination,  on  delibera  que  les  voyageurs 
ne  partiroient  que  le  lendemain.  Ils  descen- 
dirent  dans  la  maison  du  procureur  de  la  Com- 
mune, i 

Alors,  de  lui-meme,  le  Roi  nous  dlt.  Voila 
le  Roi,  voila  mon  epouse  et  mes  enfans ;  nous 
vous  conjurons  de  nous  traiter  avec  les  egards 
que  lesFran9ais  ont  toujours  eu  pour  leurs  Rois. 
Aussitot  les  gardes  nationales  accoururent  en 
foule,  et  Ton  vit  en  mdme  terns  arriver  les  hus- 
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Sards  le  sabre  a  la  niain ;  ils  essayerent  d'appro- 
cherde  la  maison  ou  etoit  le  Roi 5  mais  nous  leur 
criames  que  si  on  vouloit  I'arracher,  on  ne  1'ar- 

racheroit  que  mort  d'entre  nos  mains   Le 

commandant  de  la  garde  nationale  eut  l'attention 
en  outre  de  faire  venir  deux  petites  pieces  d'ar- 
tillerie  qu'il  fit  mettre  a  1'embouchure  de  la  rue 
par  en  haut,  et  deux  autres  en  bas,  de  maniere 
que  les  hussards  se  trouverent  entre  deux  feux. 
On  les  somma  de  descendre  de  cheval.  M.  Go- 
guelas  s'y  refusa :  il  dit  qu'il  vouloit  avec  sa  troupe 
garder  le  Roi :  on  Iui  repondit  que  la  garde  na- 
tionale le  garderoit  bien,  qu'elle  n'avoit  pas  be- 
som de  son  secours  ;  il  insista,  alors  le  comman- 
dant de  la  garde  nationale  ordonna  aux  canon- 
niers  de  se  mettre  a  leurs  rangs  et  de  faire  feu, 
ils  prirent  la  meche  a  la  main....  Mais  j'ai  1'hon- 
neur  de  vous  observer  qu'il  n'y  avoit  rien  dans 
les  canons. 

En  un  mot  le  commandant  de  la  garde  natio- 
nale et  la  garde  nationale  firent  si  bien  qu'ils 
parvinrent  a  desarmer  les  hussards  $  le  Roi  fut 
done  constitue  prisonnier.  Ayant  ainsi  rempli 
notre  devoir,  nous  retournames  chez  nous  au  mi- 
lieu des  felicitations  de  nos  concitoyens ;  et 
nous  sommes  venus  deposer  dans  le  sein  de  1'As- 
semblee  nationale  l'hommage  de  nos  services. 


Appendix. 


143 


[    N°.  20.  ] 

Declarations  donntes  par  le  Roi  et par  la  Heine 
mix  Commissaires  tie  VAssemblce,  le  Di- 
manche  26  Juin  1791, 

DECLARATION    DU  ROI. 

f  Je  vois,  Messieurs,  par  1'objet  de  la  mis- 
sion qui  vous  est  donnee,  qu'il  ne  s'agit  point  ici 
d'un  interrogatoire ;  mais  je  veux  bien  rependre 
au  desir  de  l'Assemblee  nationale,  je  ne  crain- 
drai  jamais  de  rendre  publics  les  motifs  de  ma 
conduite.  " 

"  Les  motifs  de  mon  depart  sont  les  outrages 
et  les  menaces  qui  ont  etc  faites,  le  1 8  Avril,  a 
ma  famille  et  a  moi-meme.  Dcpuis  ce  terns,  plu- 
sieurs  ecrits  ont  cherche  a  provoquer  des  violen- 
ces contre  ma  personne  et  ma  famille,  et  ces  in- 
suites  sont  restees  jusqu  a  present  impunies;  j'ai 
cru  des-lors  qu'il  n'y  avoit  pas  de  surete,  ni  raeme 
de  deceuce  pour  ma  famille  et  pour  moi  de  res- 
ter  a  Paris;  j'ai  desire  en  consequence  quitter 
cette  ville.  Ne  le  pouvant  faire  publiquement 
j'ai  resolu  de  sortir  de  nuit  et  sans  suite.  " 

"  Jamais  mon  intention  n  a  ete  de  sortir  du 
rovaume.    Je  n'ai  eu  aucuu  concert  sur  cet  ob- 
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jet,  ni  avec  les  puissances  ef.rangeres,  ni  avec 
mes  parens,  ni  avec  aucun  autre  Francais  sorti 
du  royaurne.  Je  pourrois  donner  pour  preuve  de 
men  intention  que  des  logemens  etoient  prepares 
a  Montmedi,  pour  me  recevoir  ainsi  que  ma  fa- 

"  J'avois  choisi  cette  place,  parce  qu'etant  for- 
tifiee,  ma  famille  y  auroit  ete  en  surete,  et  qu'e- 
tant pres  des  frontieres,  j'aurois  etc  plus  a  portee 
de  m'opposer  a  toute  espece  d'invasion  dans  la 
France,  si  on  avoit  voulu  en  tenter  quelques 
unes,  et  de  me  porter  moi-meme  par-tout  ou  j'au- 
rois pu  croire  qu'il  y  avoit  quelqUe  danger.  " 

"  Enfin,  j'avois  choisi  Montmedi  comme  le 
premier  point  de  ma  retraite,  jusqu'au  moment 
ou  j'aurois  trouve  a  propos  de  me  rendre  dans 
telle  autre  partie  du  royaurne  qui  m'auroit  paru 
convenable.  " 

"  Un  de  mes  principaux  motifs,  en  quittant 
Paris,  etoit  de  faire  tomber  V argument  qiCon  ti- 
Tolt  de  ma  iron  liber  ft',  qui  pouvoit  devenir  unc 
occasion  nouvelle  de  troubles.  " 

"  Si  j'avois  eu  l'intention  de  sortir  du  ro- 
yaurne, je  n'aurois  pas  publie  mon  memoire  le 
jour  de  mon  depart ;  mais  j'aurois  attendu  d'etre 
hors  des  frontieres.  " 

"  Je  conservois  toujours  le  desir  de  retourner 
a  Paris.  C'est  dans  ce  sens  qu'il  faut  entendre 
la  derniere  phrase  de  mon  memoire,  dans  laquellc 
je  dis :  Francais,  et  vous  sur-tmit  Parisiens,  quel 
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plaisir  riaurai-je  pas  (I  me  retrouver  au  milieu  de 
vous ! 

"  Je  n'avois  dans  ma  voiture  que  13,000  livres 
en  or,  et  5(50,000  livres  en  assignats,  contenus 
dans  le  po  te-feuille  qui  m'a  ete  renvoye  par  le 
Dcpartement.  " 

"  Je  n'ai  prevenu  Monsieur  de  mon  depart, 
que  peu  de  terns  auparavant :  il  n'a  passe  dans  le 
pays  etranger  que  parce  qu'il  avoit  ete  convenu 
entre  lui  et  moi  que  nous  ne  suivrions  pas  la 
meme  route,  et  il  devoit  venir  en  France  aupres 
de  moi. 

"  J'avois  fait  donner  des  ordres  peu  de  jours 
avant  mon  depart,  aux  trois  personnes  qui  m'ac* 
compagnoient  en  courriers,  de  se  faire  faire  des 
habits  de  courriers  pour  porter  des  depeches. 
Ce  n'est  que  la  veille  que  l'un  deux  a  recu  ver- 
balement  mes  ordres.  " 

"  Le  Passe-port  etoit  necessaire  pour  faciliter 
mon  voyage :  il  n'a  ete  indique  pour  un  pays 
etranger,  que  parce  qu'on  n'en  donnoit  pas  au 
bureau  des  affaires  etrangeres  pour  l'interieur  du 
royaume  ,  et  la  route  indiquee  par  Francfort  n'a 
pas  ete  suivie  dans  ce  voyage. 

<f  Je  n'ai  jamais  fait  aucune  protestation  que 
celle  contenue  dans  le  memoire  que  j'avois  fait  a 
mon  depart.  Cett.e  protestation  ne  porte  pas  mhne 
ainsi  que  le  contenu  du  memoire,  sur  le  fond  des 
principes  de  la  Constitution,  mais  sur  la  forme  des 
sanctions  i  c'est-d-dire,  sur  kpeu  ds  liberie  dontje 
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paroissois  joair,  et  sur  ce  que  les  decrets  n'ayant 
pas  He  presents  en  masse,  je  ne  pouvois  pas  juger 
de  V ensemble  de  la  Constitution.  " 

"  Le  principal  reproche  qui  est  contenu  dans  le 
memoire,  se  rapporte  aiix  difficulty  dans  les  moyens 
d?  administration  et  d 'execution.  J'ai  reconnu  dans 
mon  voyage  que  V opinion  publique  etoit  decidee  en 
faveur  de  la  Constitution.  Je  n'avois  pas  cru  pou- 
voir  connokre  pleinement  cette  opinion  publique 
h  Paris,  mais,  d'aprh  les  notions  quefai  recueil- 
lies  personnellement  dans  ma  route  Je  me  snis  con- 
vaincu  combien  il  etoit  necessaire  pour  le  bonheur 
de  la  Nation,  et  mane  pour  la  Constitution,  de  don- 
ner  de  la  force  anx  pouvoirs  etablis  pour  maintenir 
Vordre  public.  " 

"  Aussitdt  que  f  ai  reconnu  la  volonte  generale, 
je  n'ai  point  hesite,  comme  je  n\ti  jamais  hcsite,  de 
/aire  le  sacrifice  de  tout  ce  qui  m'est  personnel 
pour  le  bonheur  du  peupley  qui  a  toujours  etc 
Vobjet  de  mes  desirs.  Toublierai  volontiers  tons 
les  desagremens  que  je  peux  avoir  essuie,  pour  as- 
surer la  paix  et  la  tranquillite  de  la  Nation.  " 

"  Le  Roi,  apres  avoir  pris  lecture  de  la  decla- 
ration, a  observe  qu'il  avoit  omis  d'ajouter  que 
la  gouvernante  de  son  fils  et  les  femmes  de  suite, 
n'avoient  ete  averties  que  peu  de  terns  avant  son 
depart  j  et  le  Roi  a  signe  avec  nous.  " 

Signcs,  LOUIS,  Tronchet,  Ditport  et 
p 'And  re. 
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Dec lard tio?i  doimle  par  la  Re  hie  ait.v  Commis- 
saircs  de  VAssemblee,  leLundic21  Jain  1791. 

•f  Je  declare  que  le  Roi  desirant  partir  avec 
ses  enfans,  rien  dans  la  nature  n'auroit  pu  m'em- 
pecher  de  le  suivre.  J'ai  assez  prouve,  depuis 
deux  ans,  dans  plusieurs  circonstances,  qUe  je 
voulois  ne  le  quitter  jamais.  Ce  qui  m'a  encore 
plus  determinee,  e'est  l'assurance  positive  que 
j'avois  que  le  Roi  ne  vouloit  pas  quitter  le  ro- 
yaume  ;  s'il  en  avoit  eu  le  desir,  toute  ma  force 
auroit  ete  employee  pour  Ten  empecher.  " 

"  La  gouvernante  de  mon  fils  etoit  malade 
depuis  trois  semaines,  et  n'a  recu  les  ordres  que 
peu  de  .terns  avant  le  voyage;  elle  en  ignoroit 
absolument  la  destination.  Elle  n'a  emporte 
avec  elle  aucune  espece  de  hardes ;  et  j'ai  ete 
obligee  moi-meme  de  lui  en  preter.  " 

"  Les  trois  courriers  n'ont  point  su  la  destina- 
tion ni  le  but  du  voyage.  Sur  le  chemin  on  leur 
donnoit  de  l'argent  pour  payer  les  chevaux :  ils 
recevoient  1'ordre  pour  la  route.  Les  deux  fem- 
mes  de  chambre  ont  ete  averties  dans  l'instant 
merae  du  depart,  et  1'une  d'elles  qui  a  son  mari 
dans  le  chateau,  n'a  pas  pu  le  voir  avant  de  ]pav- 
tir.  "  :l^^te^-u'H- ;  -5|;-f- 

"  Monsieur  et  Madame  devoient  venir 
nous  joindre  en  France,  et  ils  ne  sont  passes  dans 
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le  pays  etranger  que  pour  ne  pas  embarrassed  et 
faire  manquer  de  chevaux  sur  la  route.  Nous 
sommes  sortis  par  rappartement  de  M.  de  Vil- 
lequier,  en  prenant  la  precaution  de  ne  sortir  que 
separement  et  a  diverses  reprises.  " 

S(  Apres  avoir  fait  lecture  a  la  Reine  de  la  pre- 
sente  declaration,  elle  a  reconim*  qu'elle  etoit 
conforme  a  ce  qu'elle  nous  avoit  dit,  et  elle  a  si- 
gne  avec  nous.  " 

Signfr,  MARIE-ANTOINETTE, 
Tronchet,  d 'Andre  et  Duport. 


[   N°  21.  ] 

Lettre  de  M.   le  Marquis  de  Bouille  a 

V  Assembler 

A  Luxembourg,  le  26  Juin  1791. 

Messieurs, 

Le  Roi  vient  de  faire  un  effort  pour  briser  les 
fers  dans  lesquels  vous  le  retenez  depuis  long- 
terns,  ainsi  que  sa  famille  infortunee.  Une  des- 
tinee  aveugle  a  laquelle  les  empires  sont  soumis, 
et  contre  laquelle  la  prudence  des  hommes  ne 
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peut  rien,  en  a  decide  autrement :  il  est  encore 
votre  captif,  et  ses  jours  ainsi  que  ceux  de  la 
Reine,  sont  (et  j'en  fremis)  a  la  disposition  d'un 
peuple  que  vous  avez  rendu  feroce  et  sangui- 
naire,  et  qui  est  devenu  Tobjet  du  mepris  de  l'u- 
nivers.  II  est  interessant  pour  vous,  Messieurs, 
pour  ce  que  vous  appellez  la  Nation,  pour  moi 
enfln,  pour  le  Roi  lui-me'me,  que  les  causes  qui 
ont  produit  cet  evenement,  que  les  circonstances 
qui  Font  accompagne,  que  le  grand  objet  qui 
devoit  en  etre  le  resultat  et  qui  avoit  inspire  au 
Roi  ce  dessein  noble  et  courageux,  soient  connus 
des  Franeais ;  qu'ils  le  soient  de  l'Europe  entiere 
et  que  Ton  sache  qu'en  desertant  de  sa  prison,  en 
voulant  chercher  sur  la  frontiere  un  asile  pres  de 
moi  et  parmi  ses  troupes,  il  a  eu  moins  en  vue 
son  salut  que  celui  d'un  peuple  ingrat  et  cruel, 
Les  dangers  qu'il  pouvoit  courir,  ceux  auxquels 
il  exposoit  sa  famille,  rien  n'a  pu  l'arreter  5  il  n'a 
ecoute  que  la  generosite  et  la  bonte  de  son  cceur. 

"  Degage  dans  ce  moment  de  tous  les  liens 
qui  m'attachoient  a  vous,  n'etant  plus  retenu  par 
aucune  consideration,  libre  enfin,  je  vais  vous 
parler  le  langage  de  la  verite  que  vous  n'etes 
peut-etre  plus  en  etat  d'entendre,  et  que  vous 
n'ecouterez  sans  doUte  pas ;  mais  j'aurai  rempli 
tout  ce  que  je  dois  a  ma  patrie,  tout  ce  que  jq 
dois  a  mon  Roi,  tout  ce  que  je  me  dois  a  moi- 
meme.  " 

*l  Je  ne  vous  rappellerai  pas,  Messieurs,  ce 
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que  vous  avez  fait  depuis  deux  ans ;  je  ne  retra- 
cerai  pas  le  tableau  du  desordre  afFreux  dans  le- 
quel  vous  avez  plonge  le  royaume ;  mais  le  Roi 
etoit  devenu  le  prisonnier  de  son  peuple  j  lui  et 
son  auguste  famille  etoient  en  butte  aux  plus  san- 
glans  outrages.    Attache  a  mon  Souverain,  atta- 
che a  la  Monarchic,  en  detestaut  les  abus  qui 
etoient  resultes  d'une  autorite  trop  etendue,  et 
qu'il  vouloit  lui-meme  circonscrire,  je  gemissois 
de  la  frenesie  du  peuple  que  vous  aviez  egare ;  je 
gemissois  des  malheurs  du  Roi ;  je  blamois  vos 
operations  ridicules  et  insenseesi  mais  j'esperois 
qu'enfin  la  raison  reprendroit  ses  droits  j  que 
le  delire  du  peuple  cesseroit;  que  les  mechans 
seroient  confondus  ;  que  l'auarchie  que  vous 
avez  etablie  par  principes,finiroit ;  que  Tordre  re- 
naitroit  et  nous  rameneroit  un  gouvernement  si- 
non  excellent,  du  moins  supportable,  et  que  le 
terns  pourroit  le  rendre  meilleur;  e'est  ce  qui 
m'a  fait  souffrir  toutes  les  epreuves  auxquelles 
vous  m*avez  mis,  depuis  le  commencement  de  la 
revolution ;  mon  attachement  pour  le  Roi,  mon 
amour  pour  ma  patriejm'ont  donne  le  courage  et 
la  patience  necessaires  pour  braver  les  insultes  et 
les  affronts,  et  pour  supporter  la  honte  et  l'hu- 
miliation  de  communiquer  avec  vous.  Le  terns  a 
detruit  mes  esperances ;  j'ai  vu  que  dans  votre  As- 
semble il  ne  regnoit  aucun  esprit  public ;  que 
celui  de  faction  seul  y  dominoit,  et  la  divisoit  en 
plusieurs  partis,  dont  les  uns  vouloient  le  desor- 
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dre,  l'entretenoient,  le  provoquoient  meme  pour 
faire  naitre  la  guerre  civile,  comme  etant  pour  eux 
la  seule  voie  de  salut  ;  les  autres  vouloient  une  Re- 
publique.  M.  de  la  Fayette  etoit  a  la  tete  de  ce 
parti ;  son  ambition  sourde  et  cachee  le  conduisoit 
au  seul  but  qu'il  avoit  d'etre  le  chef  d'un  gouver- 
nement  aussi  monstrueux  pour  nous.  C'est  dans 
ces  circonstances  que  les  clubs  s'etablirent ,  qu'ils 
acheverent  de  corrompre  le  peuple  dans  toutes 
les  parties  de  l'Empire,  et  de  detruire  l'armee. 
Je  vis  done  que  l'anarchie  etoit  parvenue  au  der- 
nier periode :  la  populace,  dirigee  par  les  intri- 
gans  de  tous  les  coins  de  la  France,  etant  deve- 
nue  maitresse  absolue  j  qu'il  n'existoit  plus  de 
force  publique ;  le  Roi  avoit  perdu  non  seulement 
sa  consideration,  mais  encore  sa  liberte ;  que  les 
loix  etoient  sans  force  et  sans  vigueur,  que  1'ar- 
raee  ne  presentoit  plus  qu'une  soldatesque  ef- 
frenee,  ne  connoissant  ni  autorite,  ni  chefs, 
qu'il  ne  restoit  plus  de  moyen  de  retablir  1'ordre, 
et  que  toute  ressource  etoit  otee,  tout  espoir  de- 
truit.  " 

"  Ce  fut  alors  que  je  proposal  au  Roi  de  sortir 
de  Paris,  de  venir  se  refugier  avec  sa  famille  dans 
quelque  place  frontiere,  ou  je  l'environnerois  de 
troupes  fideles;  persuade  que  cette  demarche 
pourroit  operer  quelque  changement  avantageux 
dans  l'esprit  du  peuple,  dechirer  le  bandeau  qui 
couvroit  ses  yeux,  et  dejouer  tous  les  factieux. 
Le  Roi  et  la  Reine  s'y  refuserent  constainmen't, 
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alleguant  la  promesse  qu'ils  avoient  faitc  de  res« 
ter  dans  Paris,  aupres  de  l'Assemblee.  Je  leur 
representai  qu'une  promesse  arrachee  par  la  force 
ne  pouvoit  les  lier ;  mais  ce  fut  en  vain,  Je  ne 
pus  ebranler  leur  resolution.  " 

"  La  journee  du  28  Fevrier  me  donna  lieu  de 
renouveller  au  Roi  ines  instances.  J'eprouvai  les 
raemes  refus  et  la  raeme  Constance  dans  ses  prin- 
cipes.  II  craignoit  les  evenemens  qui  pouvoient 
resulter  de  sa  flute,  les  effets  de  la  fureur  du  peu- 
ple  et  1'accroissement,  s'il  etoit  possible,  de  l'anar- 
chie  et  du  desordre.  Je  le  dis  avec  verite,  la 
Reine  pensoit  de  meine,  et  se  refusa  a  toutes 
mes  propositions.  Je  ne  perdis  pas  courage , 
j'etois  convaincu  que  le  depart  du  Roi  etoit  le 
seul  moyen  de  sauver  l'£,tat ;  je  savois  que  toutes 
les  puissances  de  TEurope  armoient  contre  la 
France ;  [qu'elles  se  preparoient  a  lui  faire  la 
guerre,  a  envahir  son  territoire,  Libre  au  milieu 
de  ses  troupes,  le  Roi  seul  pouvoit  arreter  la 
marche  des  armees  ennemies.  Sans  doute  alors, 
frappe  de  terreur,  le  peuple  se  voyant  sans  moyens 
de  defense,  instruit  que  l'armee  n'existoit  plus, 
que  les  places  etoient  presque  demantelees,  que 
les  finances  etoient  epuisees,  que  le  papier  ne 
pouvoit  suppleer  au  numeraire  qui  avoit  fui  de 
cette  terre  appauvrie,  il  auroit  de  lui-meme 
prevenu  les  yues  bienfaisantes  du  Monarque,  et 
se  seroit  jete  dans  ses  bras.  " 

«  Apr^s  1'arrestation  du  Roi,  le  18  Avril,  lors- 


Appendix.  153 

quil  voulut  aller  a  St.  Cloud,  je  lui  renouvellai 
mes  instances  avec  plus  de  force,  en  lui  faisant 
envisager  qu'il  n'y  avoit  que  ce  parti  a  prendre 
pour  sauver  la  France,  qui  alloit  bientot  etre  de- 
chiree  par  une  guerre  civile,  et  mise  en  lambeaux 
par  une  guerre  etrangere.    Le  bonheur,  ou  plu- 
tot  le  salut  du  peuple  fit  sur  son  cceur  genereux, 
1'impression  que  j'en  attendois,  et  il  se  decida 
cnfin,  il  fut  resolu  qu'il  iroit  a  Montmedi  et  que 
des  qu'il  y  seroit  en  surete,  il  annonceroit  aux 
Princes  etrangers  la  demarche  qu'il  venoit  de 
faire  et  les  motifs  qui  1'y  avoient  engage  ;  qu'il 
feroit  en  sorte  de  suspendre  leur  vengeance,  (  ici 
de  longs  eclats  de  rire  et  des  murmures.  )  jusqu'a 
ce  qu'une  nouvelle  Assemblee,  qu'il  auroit  con- 
voquee,  leur  eiit  donne  la  satisfaction  qu'ils  de- 
voient  attendre,  et  qu'elle  eut  regie  les  droits  du 
Monarque,  ainsi  que  ceux  du  peuple  fran$aisc 
Une  proclamation  devoit  annoncer  un  nouveau 
Corps  legislatif  librement  choisi.  L'execution  des 
cahiers  qui  exprimoient  seuls  le  vceu  de  la  Nation, 
auroit  servi  de  base  au  travail  des  representans 
des  Francais.  " 

3 

*f  Le  Roi  devenu  mediateur  entre  les  puis- 
sances etrangeres  el  son  peuple,  (  on  rit.  )  celuij 
ci  place  entre  lacrainte  de  voir  la  France  devenir 
la  proie  des  armes  etrangeres  qui  environnent 
les  frontieres,  et  1'espoir  du  retablissement  de 
rordre  par  un  gouvernement  circonscrit  dans  les 
bornes  de  la  raison,  auroit  confic  ses  droits  et  ses 
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interets  a  des  hommes  sages  et  eclaires  qui  au- 
roient  rempli  le  voeu  du  prince  et  celui  du  peuple^les 
injustices,  les  usurpations, le  regnedu  crime  enfin, 
source  inevitable  du  despotisme  populaire,eussent 
sans  doute  cesse,  et  peut-etre  du  cahos  ou  nous 
sommes,  aurions-nous  vu  renaitre  les  beaux  jours 
de  l'Empire  francais,  eclaire  par  le  flambeau  de 
laliberte.  Voila  ce  que  vouloit  votre  malheu- 
reux  Monarque.  Malgre  vous-meme,  malgre 
1'ingratitude  et  l'atrocite  d>  ce  peuple  feroce,  il 
vouloit  encore  son  bonheur!  C'est  cette  seule 
idee,  c'est  ce  beau  desir  qui  ont  determine  la  de- 
marche hardie  qu'il  a  faite  en  trompant  la  vigi- 
lance-de  M.  de  la  Fayette,  en  s'exposant  a  la 
fureur  de  ses  satellites  et  en  guidantses.  pas  ver^ 
moi. 

"  Nul  autre  motif  ne  Ta  conduit;  mais  votre 
aveuglement  vous  a  fait  repousser  la  main  protect 
trice  qu'il  vous  tendoit :  il  va  bientot  produire  la 
destruction  de  l'Empire  francais.  {Noaveaax  eclats 
de  rire.  ) 

"  Croyez-moi,Messieurs,les  Princes  de  1'Europe 
reconnoissent  qu'ils  sont,  ainsi  que  leurs  peuples, 
menaces  par  le  monstre  que  vous  avezenfante.  lis 
sont  armes  pour  le  combattre  et  bientdt  notre 
malheureuse  patrie,  (  car  je  lui  donne  encore  ce 
nom )  n'oftrira  plus  qu'une  scene  de  devastation 
et  d'horreurs.  Je  CQnnois  mieux  quepersonne  les 
moyens  de  defense  que  vous  avez  a  opposer.  lis 
sont  nuls.  (  Bis. )  Tout  espoir  serpft  chimeriquc. 
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II  n'est  plus  terns  de  vous  abuser.  II  ne  Test  peut- 
etre  plus  de  dessillerles  yeux  du  peuple  que 
vous  avez  criminellement  trompe  et  dont  vous 
serez  justement  et  severement  punis.  Votre 
chatiment  servira  d'exemple  memorable  a  la  pos- 
terite,  qui  vous  reprochera  eternellement  d "avoir 
assassine  votre  patrie,  dont 'vous  pouviez  prolon- 
ger  la  duree  pendant  des  siecles,  dont  vous  pou^ 
viez  assurer  et  embellir  la  destinee. 

f*  C'est  ainsi  que  doit  vous  parler  un  homme 
qui  n'a  rien  a  attendre  de  vous,  auquel  vous 
avez  inspire  d'abord  la  pitie,  et  qui  n'a  plus  pour 
vous  et  pour  le  peuple  anthropophage  que  vous 
avez  enivre  de  crimes,  que  du  mepris,  de  l'in- 
dignation  et  de  l'horreur.  " 

"  An  surplus  n?accusez  personne  du  complot 
et  de  la  conspiration  pretendue  contre  ce  que 
vous  appellez  la  Nation  et  votre  infernale  Cons- 
titution. J'ai  tout  arrange,  tout  regie,  tout  or- 
idonne. 

)  Le  Roi  lui-meme  n'a  pas  fait  les  ordres;  c'est 
moi  seul.  Ceux  qui  ont  du  les  executer  n'ont 
ete  instruits  qu'au  moment,  et  ils  ne  pouvoient  y 
desobeir.  C'est  contre  moi  seul  que  doit  etre 
dirigee  votre  fureur  sanguinaire,  que  vous  devez 
aiguiser  vos  poignards  et  preparer  vos  poisons. 
J'ai  voulu  sauver  ma  patrie.  J'ai  voulu  sauver 
le  Roi,  sa  famille.  Voila  mon  crime.  Vous  re- 
ppndrez  de  leurs  jours,  je  ne  dis  pas  a  moi,  mais 
a  tous  les  Rois,  et  je  vous  annonce  que  si  or^ 
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leur  6te  un  cheveu  de  la  tete,  avant  peu  ilne  res- 
tera  pas  pierre  sur  pierre  a  Paris,  (  Eclats  >: 
rire.)  Je  connois  les  chemins:  j'y  guiderai  ies 
armees  etrangeres,  et  vous-memes  en  serez  res- 
ponsables  sur  vos  tetes.  Cette  lettre  n'est  que 
1'avant  -  coureur  du  manifeste  des  Souverains  de 
l'Europe,  qui  vous  instruiront,  avec  des  caracteres 
plus  prononces,  de  ce  que  vous  avez  a  faire  et  de 
ce  que  vous  avez  a  craindre." 

**  x\dieu,  Messieurs,  je  finis  sans  complimensa 
mes  sentimens  vous  sont  connus.  „ 

Signe,  Le  marquis  de  Bouille, 

[    N°,  22,  ] 

Extrait  du  rapport  fait  a  V  Assemblies  le  13 
Juillet  1791,  au  nom  des  sept  comitcs,  char* 
gcs  de  rcndre  compte  des  evcnemens  du  '21 
Juin. 

Mr.  Muguet  organe  des  sept  comites  reunis 
pour  preparer  les  decrets  a  porter  au  sujet  de 
revenement  du  21  Juin,  a  retrace  ies  details 
connus  de  la  sortie  nocturne  des  Tuileries,  une 
voiture  sur  le  quai  des  Theatins,  une  autre  dans 
la  cour  des  Princes,  Les  3  gardes  du  corps  en 
veste  jaune,  reunion  de  la  famille  Royale  dans 
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line  voiture  plus  commode  a  la  porte  S.  Martin. 
A  Sainte-Menehould  le  Sieur  Drouet,  maitre  de 
poste,  crut  avoir  recormu  la  Reine,  dit  le  rappor- 
teur, et  dans  le  recit  du  Sieur  Drouet,  ce  fut 
le  Roi  qu'il  reconnut  d'apres  l'effigie  empreinte 
sur  un  assignat  de  50  liv.  N'importe  MM. 
Drouet  et  Guillaume  devancent  les  voyageurs  et 
vont  annoncer  au  Sieur  le  Blanc,  aubergiste  a 
Varennes,  qu'ils  goupconnent  que  ces  deux  voi- 
ture s  qui  vont  arriver,  renferment  le  Roi  et  sa  fa- 
mill  e.  Les  deux  freres  le  Blanc  et  d'autres  ar- 
reterent  la  voiture  du  Roi ,  le  Sieur  Sausse,  pro- 
cureur-Syndic  de  la  Commune  et  l'Officier  muni- 
cipal faisant  les  fonctions  de  Maire,  pretextent 
qu'il  est  trop  tard,  pour  viser  les  passe-ports,  que 
les  chemins  sont  defaits,  que  ses  raisons  et  l'alar* 
me  qui  se  repand  doivent  engager  les  voyageurs 
a  descendre  chez  le  Sieur  Sausse  j  lis  y  descen* 
dent,  on  barricade  la  ville  et  des  canons  sont 
poses  pres  de  la  maison. 

Un  detachement  de  hussards  commande  par 
un  aide  de  camp  de  Mr.  De  Bouille  arrive  et 
se  range  en  bataille  devant  cette  maison  et  Tai- 
de-de-camp  est  introduit  aupres  du  Roi,  qui  lui 
demande  :  quand  part -on  ?  L'officier  repond 
qu'il  n'attend  que  ses  ordres.  Le  Roi  lui  declare, 
et  au  major  de  la  garde  nationale  survenu,  qu'il 
ne  veut  que  50  a  100  gardes  nationaux  pour 
l'accompagner,  et  se  jettant  dans  les  bras  de 
Mr,  Sausse,  il  lui  dit:  "  Je  suis  votre  Roi. 
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"  iPIace  dans  la  capitale  au  milieu  des  poignards 
'*  et  des  bayonnettes,  je  viens  chercher  en  pro* 
ie  vince,  au  sein  de  mes  fideles  sujets,  la  liberie 
"  et  la  paix  dont  vous  jouissez.  Je  ne  puis  plus 
"  rester  a  Paris  sans  y  mourir  et  ma  famille  en 
"  meme-tems.   **    L'infortune  Monarque  em- 
brasse  ceux  qui  l'entourent $  la  Reine  partage 
ses  craintes,  se  joint  a  ses  instances,  il  persite  a 
vouloir  se  rendre  a  Montmedi,  en  protestant  qu'il 
ne  veut  pas  sortir  du  Royaume,  et  que  la  garde 
nationale  peut  Taccompagner  ;  20  Dragons  tra- 
verserent  la   ville  ;  ort  met  lcs  hussards  entre 
deux  batteries  ;  leur  commandant  va  charger  la 
garde  nationale  dont  l'aide  major  pare  un  coup 
de  sabre  et  lache  uii  coup  de  pistolet  qui  casse 
l'epaule  au  commandant  des  hussards.  Ceux-ci 
demandent  a  etre  commandes  par  un  officier  de 
la  garde  nationale,  et  l'air  retentit  des  cris  : 
Vive  le  Roi !  Vive  la  Nation  !  Vive  l'Assemblee 
nationale  !  Vive  Lauzun  ! 

Arrive  un  aide  de  camp  de  M.  de  la  Fayette 
porteur  du  decret.  Le  Roi  persevere  a  vouloir 
partir  pour  Montmedi.  Le  retour  est  decide. 
Les  citoyens  accourus  forment  un  nombreux  cor- 
tege. Oe  se  met  en  marche  vers  Chalons.  Ici 
le  rapporteur  afFirme  que  le  Roi  ne  recut  sur  la 
route  que  des  temoignages  de  respect  5  il  cite 
bien  l'ordre  digne  de  l'excellent  cceur  de  Henri 
IV,  l'ordre  que.  le  meilleur  des  Rois  fit  donner 
ai£  fils  de  Mr.  de  Bouille  de  ne  rien  entreprendre> 
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mais  il  ne  dit  pas  un  seul  ffiot  de  Mr.  de 
Dampierre,  egorge  sous  les"  yeux  du  Monarque, 
des  horribles  imprecations  qui  frappoient  l'air  au 
tour  de  la  voiture,  ou  se  resignoient  si  magnani- 
mement  le  vertueux  Prince  et  sa  malheureuse 
famille.  II  n'oublie  cependant  pas  d'ajouter  que 
par  tout  on  crioit :  Vive  la  Nation  !  Vive  FAs  - 
semblee  nationale  !  et  s'en  remet  pour  les  de- 
tails a  ce  qu'en  out  raconte  les  commissaires. 

Apres  un  long  extrait  des  differens  proces- 
verbaux,  il  a  pose  cette  grande  question  qui 
n'en  fut  jamais  une  :  Le  Roi  peut-il  ctre  mis 
en  cause  ?  Et  il  en  a  trouve  la  solution  dans  les 
decrets  constitutionnels.  Vous  avez  decrete^jure 
une  Constitution  monarchique  et  l'inviolabilite 
du  Roi  qui  n'est  pas  un  citoyen,  mais  un  pou- 
voir.   Si  le  Roi  n'avoit  pas  ete  independant,  s'il 
pouvoit  etrejuge  par  TAssemblee,  il  lui  seroit 
soumis,  il  ne  seroit  pas  libre ;  on  ne  peut  separer 
le  Roi  de  la  royaute.    S'il  commettoit  un  crime, 
on  le  supposeroit  en  etat  de  demence.    Son  eva- 
sion n'est  pas  meme  un  delit.  Vous  ne  pouvez 
prononcer  sur  des  loix  qui  ne  sont  pas  faites. 
Fut-il  sorti  du  royaume,  il  n'auroit  pas  forfait  a 
la  Constitution,  avant  de  se  refuser  a  une  procla-. 
mation.  La  declaration  qu'il  a  laissee  n'a  aucun 
caractere  legal  et  ne  contient  aucune  renon^ 
ciation  directe  ni  indirecte  a  la  Royaute.  Son  ac- 
ceptation etoit  uue  formality  inutile  a  vos  de- 
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crets  .  .  .  .  :  Le  Roi  n'est  done  pas  coupable 
aux  yeux  de  la  Loi. 

Soulevant  le  voile  qui  peut-etre  auroit  du  cou* 
vrir  toujours  les  suites  possibles  d'une  opinion 
contraire,  M.  Muguet  a  laisse  entrevoir  les  mal- 
heurs  qui  desolerent  l'Angleterre  lors'du  meurtre 
de  Charles  I,  on  a  rapproche  les  troubles  de  la 
minorite  de  Louis  XIV ,  idees  qui  ne  naissent 
ici  que  de  l'hypothese  la  plus  dechirante  et  la  plus 
affreuse  a  mediter ;  et  il  a  fiiii  par  ces  mots : 
*'  Vous  verriez  des  regens  que  la  loi  designe  et 
**  que  la  confiance  eloigne.  "  Tous  les  motif* 
des  comitcs,  se  combinant  dans  ses  conclusions, 
le  rapporteur  a  pense  que  le  Roi  ne  pourroit, 
sous  aucun  rapport,  etre  mis  en  jugement ;  et  il 
a  propose  de  decreter  , 

1°.  Que  le  proces  sera  fait  et  parfait  a  Louis- 
Fran9ois- Amour  Bouille  et  a  ses  fauteurs,  com- 
plices et  adherens.  2°.  Que  MM.  Heyman, 
Klinglin,  DofFelize,  Desoteux,  Goguelas,  Damas, 
Choiseuil,  Stainville,  Dandrouin,  Velcour,  Man- 
del,  Manassin,  Talon,  Bouille  fits*  Fersen,  Mal- 
dent,  Velory  et  Dumoutier  sont  soupconnes 
d'avoir  eu  connoissance  du  complot,  et  d'avoir 
eu  en  vue  de  le  favoriser  j  que  leur  proces  leur 
sera  fait  et  parfait.  3°.  Que  les  personnes  ci-des- 
sus  denommees,  qui  sont  ou  seront  arretees,  se- 
ront  conduites  dans  les  prisons  de  la  ville  d'Or- 
leans.  4°.  Que  M  Floriac,  Remy,  Lacour, 
Gouville,  de  Bridge  et  Mde  de  Tourzel  resteront 
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en  arrestation,  pour  etre,  apres  les  informations, 
statue  ce  qu'il  appartiendra.  5°.  Que  les  Dames 
Brunier  et  Neuville,  femmes  de  chambre  de  Mgr. 
le  Dauphin  et  de  la  fille  du  Roi,  scront  mises  en 
liberte. 

[    N°.    23.  ] 

LETTRE  DES  PRIKCES  AU  ROI. 
Sire,  notre  Frere  et  Seigneur, 

"  Lorsque  1' Assembled,  qui  vous  doit  l'exis- 
tcnce,  et  qui  ne  Pa  fait  servir  qu'a  la  destruction 
de  votre  pouvoir,  se  croit  au  moment  de  consom- 
mer  sa  coupable  entreprise  ;  lorsqu'a  l'indignite 
de  vous  tenir  captif  au  milieu  de  votre  Capitale, 
elle  ajoute  la  perfidie  de  vouloir  que  vous  degra- 
diez  votre  trone  de  votre  propre  main  ;  lorsqu'elle 
ose  en  fin  vous  presenter  l'option,  ou  de  souscrire 
des  decrets  qui  feroient  le  malheur  de  vos  peu- 
pies,  ou  de  cesser  d'etre  Roi.  Nous  nous  em- 
pressons  d'apprendre  a  Votre  Majeste  que  les 
Puissances  dont  nous  avons  reclame  pour  elle  le 
secours,  sont  determinees  a  y  employer  leurs  for- 
ces, et  que  l'Empereur  et  le  Roi  de  Prusse  vien- 
nent  d'en  contracter  l'engagement  mutuel.  Le  sa- 
ge Leopold,  aussitot  apres  avoir  assure  la  tranquil- 
lite  de  ses  etats  et  amene  celle  de  l'Europe,  a  signe 
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cet  engagement  a  Pilnitz,  le  27  du  mois  dernier, 
conjointement  avec  le  digne  successeur  du  grand 
Frederic ;  ils  en  ont  remis  Toriginal  entre  nos 
mains  3  et  pour  le  faire  parvenir  a  votre  connois- 
sance,  nous  le  fcrous  imprimer  a  la  suite  de  cette 
lettre,  la  publicite  etant  aujourd'hui  la  seule  voie 
de  communication  dont  vos  cruels  oppresseurs 
n'ayent  pu  nous  priver.  " 

"  Les  autres  cours  sont  dans  les  meines  dispo- 
sitions que  celle  de  Vienne  et  Berlin.  Les  Prin- 
ces et  Etats  de  l'Empire  ont  deja  proteste  dans 
des  actes  authentiques,  contre  les  lesions  faites  a\ 
des  droits  qu'ils  ont  resolu  de  soutenir  avec  vi- 
gueur.  Vous  ne  sauriez  douter,  Sire,  du  vif  in- 
terest que  les  Rois  Bourbons  prennent  a  votre  si- 
tuation; Leurs  Majestes  Catholique  et  Sicilienne 
en  ont  donne  des  temoignages  non  equivoques. 
Les  genereux  sentimens  du  Roi  de  Sardaigne  no- 
tre  beau-pere,  ne  peuvent  pas  etre  incertains. 
Vous  avez  droit  de  compter  sur  ceux  des  Suis- 
ses,  les  bons  et  anciens  amis  de  la  France.  Jus- 
ques  dans  le  fond  du  Nord,  un  Roi  magnanime 
veut  aussi  contribuer  a  retablir  votre  autorite ;  et 
rimmortelle  Catherine,  a  qui  aucun  genre  de 
gloire  n'est  etranger,  ne  laissera  pas  echapper 
celle  de  defendre  la  cause  de  tous  les  Souverains." 

"  U  n'est  point  a  craindre  que  la  Nation  Bri- 
tannique,trop  genereuse  pour  contrarier  ce  qu'elle 
trouve  juste,  trop  eclairee  pour  ne  pas  desirer  ce 
qui  interesse  sa  propre  tranquillite,  vcuille  s'op- 
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poser  aux  vues  de  cettc  noble  et  irresistible-  Cse~ 
federation.  " 

"  Ainsi  dans  vos  malheurs.  Sire,  toss  ape?  Xa 
consolation  de  voir  les  Puissances  conspirees  a 
les  faire  cesser,  et  votre  fermete  dans  le  moment 
Critique  ou  vous  etes,  aura  pour  appui  FEurope 
cntiere.  " 

"  Ceux  qui  savent  qu'on  n'ebranle  vos  reso- 
lutions qu'en  attaquant  votre  sensibilite,  voudront 
sans  doute  vous  faire  envisager  1'aide  des  Puis- 
sances etrangeres  comme  pouvant  devenir  funeste 
a  vos  sujets  ;  ce  qui  n'est  que  vue  auxiliaire,  ils 
le  travestiront  en  vue  hostile  et  vous  peindront  le 
Royaume  inonde  de  sang,  dechire  dans  toutes  ses 
parties,  menace  de  demembremens.    C'est  ainsi 
qu'apres  avoir  toujours  employe  les  plus  fausses 
alarmes  pour  causer  les  maux  les  plus  reels,  Us 
veulent  se  servir  encore  du  meme  moyen  pour 
les  perpetuer.    C'est  ainsi  qu'ils  esperent  faire 
supporter  les  fleaux  de  leur  odieuse  tyrannie,  en 
faisant  croire  que  tout  ce  qui  la  combat,  conduit 
&u  plus  dur  esclavage.  " 

"  Mais,  Sire,  les  intentions  des  Souverains  qui 
vous  donneront  des  secours,  sont  aussi  droites, 
aussi  pures  que  le  zelc  qui  nous  les  a  fait  solli- 
cker: elles  n'ont  rien  d'effrayant  ni  pour  Petat,iii 
pour  vos  peuples.  Ce  n'est  point  les  attaquer, 
c'est  leur  rendre  le  plus  signale  de  tous  les  ser- 
vices, que  de  les  arracher  au  dcspotismc  des  de- 
magogues et  aux  calamites  de  l'anarchie.  Vous 
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vouliez  assurer  plus  que  jamais  la  liberte  de  vos 
sujets,  quand  des  seditieux  vous  ontravi  la  votre  : 
ce  que  nous  faisons  pour  parvenir  a  vous  la  ren- 
dre,  avec  la  mesure  d'autorite  qui  vous  appartient 
legitimement,ne  peut  etre  suspect  de  volonte  op- 
pressive.   C'est  au  contraire  venger  la  liberte, 
que  de  reprimer  la  licence ;  c'est  affranchir  la 
Nation  que  de  retablir  la  force  publique  sans  la- 
quelle  elle  ne  peut  etre  libre.    Ces  principes, 
Sire,  sont  les  votres ;  le  meme  esprit  de  mo- 
deration et  de  bienfaisance  qui  caracterise  tou- 
tes  vos  actions,   sera  la  regie  de   notre  con- 
duite ;  il  est  Tame  de  toutes  nos  demarches 
aupres  des  Cours  etrangeres ;  et  depositaires  de 
temoignages  positifs  des  vues  aussi  genereuses 
qu'equitables  qui  les  animent,  nous  pouvons  ga- 
rantir  qu'elles  n'ont  d'autre  desir,  que  de  vous 
remettre  en  possession  du  gouvernement  de  vos 
etats,  pour  que  vos  Peuples  puissent  jouir  en 
paix  des  bienfaits  que  vous  leur  avez  destines.  " 

"  Si  les  rebelles  opposent  a  ce  desir  une  re- 
sistance opiniatre  et  aveugle,  qui  force  les  armees 
etrangeres  de  penetrer  dans  le  Royaume,  eux 
seuls  les  y  auront  attirees  j  sur  eux  seuls  rejailli- 
roit  le  sang  coupable  qu'il  seroit  necessaire  de 
repandre ;  la  guerre  seroit  leur  ouvrage ;  le  but 
des  Puissances  confederees  n'est  que  de  sou- 
tenir  la  partie  saine  de  la  Nation,  contre  la  par- 
tie  delirante,  et  d'eteindre  au  sein  du  Royaume 
le  volcan  de  fanatit>me  dont  les  eruptions  propa- 
gees  menacent  tous  les  Empires,.  " 
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"  D'ailleurs,  Sire,  il  n'y  a  pas  lieu  de  croire 
que  les  Francais,  quelque  soin  qu'on  prenne 
d'enflammer  leur  bravoure  naturelle  en  exaltant, 
en  electrisant  toutes  les  tetes  par  des  prestiges 
de  patriotisme  et  de  liberte,  veuillent  long-tems 
sacrifier  leur  repos,  leurs  biens  et  leur  sang 
pour  soutenir  une  innovation  extravagante  qui 
n'a  fait  que  des  malheureux.  L'ivresse  n'a  qu'un 
terns ;  les  succes  du  crime  ont  des  bornes;  et  on 
se  lasse  bientot  des  exces,  quand  on  en  est  soi- 
meme  victime.  Bientot  on  se  demandera  pour- 
quoi  Ton  se  bat;  et  Ton  verra  que  c'est  pour 
servir  l'ambition  d'une  troupe  de  factieux  qu'on 
meprise,  contre  un  Roi  qui  s'est  to uj  ours  m'ontre 
juste  et  humain :  pourquoi  Ton  se  mine :  et  l'on 
verra  que  c'est  pour  assouvir  la  cupidite  de  ceux 
qui  se  sont  empares  de  toutes  les  richesses  de 
I'Etat,  qui  en  font  le  plus  detestable  usage,  et 
qui,  charges  de  restaurer  les  finances  publiques, 
les  ont  precipitees  dans  un  abime  epouvantable ; 
pourquoi  Ton  viole  les  devoirs  les  plus  sacres  :  et 
3 'on  verra  que  c'est  pour  devenir  plus  pauvres, 
plus  souffrans,  plus  vexes,  plus  imposes  qu'on  ne 
l'avoit  jamais  ete ; pourquoi  on  boule verse  l'ancien 
gouvernement :  et  Ton  verra  que  c'est  dans  le 
vain  espoir  d'en  introduire  un,  qui,  s'il  etoit  pra- 
ticable,  seroit  mille  fois  plus  abusif,  mais  dont  l'c- 
xecution  est  absolument  impossible;  pourquoi 
Ton  persecute  les  Ministres  de  Dieu :  et  Ton  verra 
que  c'est  pour  favoriser  les  desseins  d'une  secte 
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orgueilfeuse  qui  a  resolu  de  detruire  toute  Re- 
ligion, et  par  consequent  de  dechainer  tous 
les  crimes.  " 

"  Deja  meme  toutes  ces  verites  sont  devenues 
sensibles;  deja  lc  voile  de  l'imposture  se  dechire 
rie  toutes  parts,  et  les  murmures  contre  l'Assem- 
blee  qui'  a  usurpe  tous  les  pouvoirs  et  aneanti 
tous  les  droits,  s'etendent  d'une  extremite  du  Ro- 
vaume  a  1'autre.  " 

*f  Ne  jugez  pas,  Sire,  de  la  disposition  du  plus 
grand  nombre,  par  les  mouvemens  les  plus  tur- 
bulens ;  ne  jugez  pas  le  sentiment  national  d'a- 
pres  Tinaction  de  la  fidelite  et  son  apparente  in- 
difference lorsque  vous  fates  arrete  a  Varennes, 
et  lorsqu'une  troupe  de  satellites  vous  reconduisit- 
a  Paris.  L'effroi  g!a9oit  alors  tous  les  esprits,  et 
faisoit  regner  un  morne  silence.  Ce  qu'on  vous 
cache,  ce  qui  denote  bien  mieux  le  changement 
qui  s'est  fait  et  se  fait  de  jour  en  jour,  dans  l'opi- 
nion,ce  sont  les  marques  de  mecontentemens  qui 
percent  dans  toutes  les  provinces,  et  qui  n'atten- 
dent  qu'un  appui  pour  eclater  davantage ;  e'est  la 
demande  que  plusieurs  departemens  viennent  de 
former  pour  que  l'Assemblee  ait  a  rendre  compte* 
des  sommes  immenses  qu'elle  a  dilapidees  de- 
puis  sa  gestion ;  e'est  la  frayeur  que  ses  chefs 
laissent  appercevoir,  et  leur  tentatives  reiterees 
pour  entrer  en  accommodement  ;  ce  sont  les 
plaintes  du  commerce  et  l'explosion  recente  du 
desespoir  de  nos  Colonies;  e'est  enfin  la  penurie 
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absolue  du  numeraire,  le  refus  des  contribuables 
de  payer  les  impots,  l'attente  d'une  banqueroute 
prochaine,  la  defection  des  troupes  qui,  victimes 
de  tous  les  genres  de  seduction,  commencent 
a  s'en  indigner;  et  le  progves  toujous  croissant  des 
emigrations.  II  est  impossible  de  se  mepren- 
dre  a  de  pareils  signes,  et  leur  notoriete  est  telle, 
que  Taudace  meme  des  seducteurs  du  Peuple  ne 
sauroit  en  contester  la  verite. 

«  Ne  croyez  done  pas,  Sire,  aux  exagerations 
des  dangers  par  lesquels  on  s'efForce  de  vous  ef- 
fraycr.  On  sait  que,  peu  sensible  a  ceux  qui  ne 
menaceroient  que  votre  Personne,  vous  Fetes  in- 
flniment  a  ceux  qui  tomberoient  sur  vos  Peu- 
ples,  ou  qui  pourroient  frapper  des  objets  chers 
a  votre  cceur  $  et  e'est  sur  eux  qu'on  a  la  bar- 
barie  de  vous  faire  fremir  continuellement,  en 
meme  terns  qu'on  a  l'impudence  de  vanter  votre 
Kberte.  Mais  depuis  trop  long-tems  on  abuse 
de  cet  artifice,  et  le  moment  est  venu  de  rejetter 
5ur  les  factieux  qui  vous  outragent,  l'arme  de  la 
terreur  qui  jusqu'ici  a  fait  toute  leur  force. 

«  Les  grands  forfaits  ne  sont  point  a  craindre, 
lorsqu'il  n'y  a  aucun  interet  a  les  commettre, 
ni  aucun  moyen  d'eviter,  en  les  commettant,  une 
punition  terrible.  Tout  Paris  sait,  tout  Paris 
doit  savoir,  que  si  une  sceleratesse  fanatique  ou 
soudoyee,  osoit  attenter  a  vos  jours  ou  a  ceux 
de  la  Reine,  des  armees  puissantes,  chassant  de- 
vant  elles  une  milice  foible  par  indiscipline,  de- 
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couragee  par  les  remords,  viendroient  aussi-tot 
fondrc  sur  la  ville  impie  qui  auroit  attire  sur  elle 
la  vengeance  du  Ciel  et  l'indignation  de  l'U« 
nivers.  Aucun  des  coupables  ne  pourroit  alors 
echapper  aux  plus  rigoureux  supplices:  done,  au- 
cun d'eux  nc  voudra  s'y  exposer.  " 

"  Mais  si  la  plus  aveugle  fureur  armoit  un  bras 
parricide,  vous  verriez,  Sire,  n'en  doutez  pas,  des 
milliers  de  Citoyens  fideles,  se  precipiter  autour 
de  la  Famille  Royale,  vous  couvrir,  s'il  le  falloit* 
de  leurs  corps,  et  verser  tout  leur  sang  pour  de- 
fendre  le  votre....  Eh  !  pourquoi  cesseriez-vous 
de  compter  sur  raffection  d'un  peuple  dont  vous 
n'avez  pas  cesse  un  seul  moment  de  vouloir  le 
bonheur?  " 

"  Le  Fran^ais  se  laisse  facilement  egarer:  mais 
facilement  aussi  il  rcntre  dans  la  route  du  devoir; 
ses  mceurs  sont  naturellement  trop  douces  pour 
que  ses  actions  soient  long-tems  feroces,  et  son 
amour  pour  ses  Rois  est  trop  enracine  dans  son 
coeur,  pour  qu'une  illusion  funeste  ait  pu  Ten, 
arracher  entierement.  " 

"  Qui  pourroit  etre  plus  porte  que  nous  a 
concevoir  des  alarmes  sur  la  situation  d'un  Frere 
tendrement  cheri  ?  Mais  au  dire  meme  de  vos 
plus  temeraires,  oppresseurs,  ce  refus  du  resumg 
constitutionnel  que  nous  apprenons  vous  avoir 
ete  presente  par  l'Assemblee  le  trois  de  ce  mois, 
ne  vous  exposeroit  qu'au  danger  d'etre  destitue 
par  die,  de  la  Royaute.  " 
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*'  Or  ce  danger  n'en  est  pas  un.  Qu'importe 
que  vous  cessiez  d'etre  Roi  aux  yeux  des  fac- 
tieux,  lorsque  vous  le  seriez  plus  solidement  et 
plus  glorieusement  que  jamais,  aux  yeux  de  touts 
l'Europe  et  dans  le  cceur  de  tous  vos  sujets  fi- 
deles  ?  Qu'importe  que  par  une  entreprise  in- 
sensee,  on  osat  vous  declarer  dechu  du  trone  dc 
vos  ancetres,  lorsque  les  forces  combinees  de 
toutes  les  Puissances  sont  preparees  pour  vous 
y  maintenir  et  "punir  les  vils  usurpateurs  qui  en 
auroient  souille  1'eclat  ?  " 

"  Le  danger  seroit  bien  plus  grand,  si  en 
paroissant  consentir  a  la  dissolution  de  la  Mo- 
narchic, vous  paroissiez  affbiblir  vos  droits  per- 
sonnels aux  secours  de  tous  les  Monarques,  et 
si  vous  sembliez  vous  separer  de  la  cause  des 
Souverains  en  consacrant  une  doctrine  qu'ils  sont 
obliges  de  proserire.  Le  peril  augmenteroit  en 
proportion  de  ce  que  vous  montreriez  moins  de. 
confiance  dans  les  moyens  preservateurs ;  il  au- 
gmenteroit a  mesure  que  Fimpression  du  carac- 
tere  auguste  qui  fait  trembler  le  crime  aux  pieds 
de  la  Majeste  Royale  dignement  soutenue,  per- 
droit  de  sa  force ;  il  augmenteroit  lorsque  Tap- 
parence  de  l'abandon  des  interets  de  la  Reli- 
gion pourroit  exciter  la  fermentation  la  plus  re- 
doutable.  II  augmenteroit  enfin,  si  vous  resi- 
gnant  a  n'avoir  plus  que  le  vain  titre  d'un  Roi 
sans  pouvoir,  vous  paroissiez,  au  jugement  de 
l'Univers,  abdiquer  la  couronne  dont  chacun  sait 
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que  la  conservation  exige  celle  des  droits  inalie- 
nables  qui  y  sont  essentiellement  inherens.  " 

"  Le  plus  sacre  des  devoirs.  Sire,  ainsi  que  le 
plus  vif  attachement,  nous  portent  a  mettre  sous 
vos  yeux  toutes  ces  consequences  dangereuses  de 
la  moindre  apparence  de  foiblesse,  enmeme  terns 
que  nous  vous  presentons  la  masse  des  forces 
imposantes  qui  doit  etre  la  sauve-garde  de  votre 
fermete.  " 

"  Nous  devons  encore  vous  annoncer,  et  me- 
me  nous  jurons  a  vos  pieds,  que  si  des  motifs  qu'il 
nous  est  impossible  d'appercevoir,  mais  qui  ne 
pourroient  avoir  pour  principe  que  l'exces  de  la 
violence  et  une  contrainte  qui  pour  etre  degui- 
see,  n'en  seroit  que  plus  cruelle,  forcoient  votre 
main  de  souscrire  une  acceptation  que  votre 
cceur  rejette,  que  votre  interdt  et  celui  de  vos 
peuples  repoussent,  "et  que  votre  devoir  de  Roi 
vous  interdit  expressement,  nous  protesterions, 
a  la  face  de  toute  la  terre,  et  de  la  maniere  13 
plus  solennelle,  contre  cet  acte  illusoire  et  tout 
ce  qui  pourroit  en  dependre ;  nous  demontrerions 
qu'il  est  nul  par  lui-meme,  nul  par  le  defaut  de 
liberte,  nul  par  le  vice  radical  de  toutes  les  ope- 
rations de  l'Assemblee  usurpatrice  qui,  n'etant 
pas  Assemblee  d'Etats  -  Generaux,  n'est  rien. 
Nous  sommes  fondes  sur  les  droits  de  la  Na- 
tion entiere,  a  rejetter  des  decrets  diametrale- 
ment  contraires  a  son  vceu  exprime  par  l'unani- 
jnite  de  ses  cahicrs ;  et  nous  desavouerions  pour 
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elle,  des  mandataires  infideles  qui,  en  violant  ses 
ordres  et  transgressant  la  mission  qu'elle  leur 
avoit  donnee,  ont  cesse  d'etre  ses  representans. 
Nous  soutiendrions,  ce  qui  est  evident,  qu'ayant 
agi  contre  leur  titre,  ils  ont  agi  sans  pouvoir,  et 
que  ce  qu'ils  n'ont  pu  faire  legalement,  ne  peut 
etre  accepte  validement.  ? 

"  Notre  protestation  signee  avec  nous,  par 
tous  les  Princes  de  votre  Sang  qui  nous  sont 
reunis,  seroit  commune  a  toute  la  maison  de 
Bourbon  a  qui  ses  droits  eventuels  a  la  couronnc 
imposent  le  devoir  d'en  defendre  l'auguste  depot. 
Nous  protesterionspour  vous-meme,  Sire,  en  pro- 
testant  pour  vos  peuples,  pour  la  Religion,  pour 
les  maximes  fondamentales  de  la  Monarchic,  et 
pour  tous  les  ordres  de  l'Etat. 

"  Nous  protesterions  pour  vous  et  en  votre 
nom,  contre  ce  qui  n'en  auroit  qu'une  fausse  em* 
preinte.  Votre  voix  etant  etouffee  par  l'oppre^ 
sion,  nous  en  serions  les  organes  necessaires,  et 
nous  exprimerions  nos  vrais  sentimens,  tels  qu'ils 
sont  consignes  au  serment  de  votre  avenement 
au  Trone,  tels  qu'ils  sont  constates  par  les-  ac- 
tions de  votre  vie  entiere,  tels  qu'ils  se  sont 
montres  dans  la  declaration  que  vous  avez  faite 
au  premier  moment  que  vous  vous  etes  cru  libre. 
Vous  ne  pouvez  pas,  vous  ne  devez  pas  en 
avoir  d'autres,  et  votre  volonte  n'existe  que  dans 
les  actes  ou  elle  respire  librement.  " 

"  Nous  protesterions  pour  vos  peuples,  qui 
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dans  leur  delire  ne  peuvent  appercevoir  combien 
ce  fantdme  de  constitution  nouvelle  qu'on  fait, 
briller  a  leurs  yeux,  et  aux  pieds  duqucl  on  les  a 
fait  jurer  vainement,  leur  deviendroit  funeste. 
Lorsque  ccs  peuples,  ne  connoissant  plus  ni  chef 
legitime,  ni  leurs  interets  les  plus  chers,  sc  lais- 
sent  entrainer  a  leur  perte  j  lorqu'aveugles  par 
de  trompeuses  promesses,  ils  ne  voient  pas  qu'on 
les  aniine  a  detruire  eux-memes  les  gages  de  leur 
surete,  les  soutiens  de  leur  repos,  les  principes 
de  leur  subsistance  et  tous  les  liens  de  leur 
association  civile,  il  faut  en  reclamer  pour  eux 
le  retablissement,  il  faut  les  sauver  de  leur 
propre  frenesie.  " 

"  Nous  protesterions  pour  la  Religion  de  nos 
peres,qui  est  attaquee  dans  sesdogmes  et  dans  son 
culte  comme  dans  ses  Ministres;  et  suppleant  a 
l'impuissanceou  vousseriez  deremplirvous-meme 
en  ce  moment  vos  devoirs  deFils  aine  de  l'Eglise, 
nous  prendrions  en  votre  nom,  la  defense  de  ses 
droits,  nous  nous  opposerions  a  des  spoliations 
qui  tendent  a  l'avilirj  nous  nous  eleverions  avec 
force  contre  des  actes  qui  menacent  le  Royaume 
des  horreurs  du  schisme,  et  nous  professerions 
haute ment  notre  attachement  inalterable  aux 
regies  ecclesiastiques  admises  dans  TEtat,  des- 
quelles  vous  avez  jure  de  maintenir  l'obser- 
vation.  " 

"  Nous  protesterions  pour  les  maximes  fon- 
damentales  de  la  Monarchje  dont  il  ne  vous  est 
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pas  permis,  Sire,  de  vous  departir ;  que  la  Nation 
elle-meme  a  declarees  inviolables;  et  quiseroient 
totalement  renversees  par  les  decrets  qu'on  vous 
presente  ;  specialement  par  ceux  qui  en  excluant 
le  Roi  de  tout  exercice  du  pouvoir  legislatif, 
abolissent  la  royaute  meme  j  par  ceux  qui  en  de- 
truisent  tous  les  soutiens  en  supprimant  tous  les 
rangs  intermediaires;  par  ceux  qui  en  nivelant 
tous  les  etats,  aneantissent  jusqu'au  principe  de 
1'obeissance ;  par  ceux  qui  cnlevent  au  Monar- 
que  les  fonctions  les  plus  essentielles  du  gou- 
vernement  monarchique,  ou  qui  le  rendcnt  su- 
bordonne  dans  celles  qu'ils  lui  laissent ;  par  ceux 
enfin,  qui  ont  arme  le  peuple,  qui  ont  annulje 
la  force  publique,  et  qui,  en  confondant  tous  les 
pouvoirs,  ont  introduit  en  France  la  tyrannie 
populaire.  " 

"  Nous  protesterions  pour  tous  les  ordres  de 
l'Etat,  parce  qu'independamment  de  la  suppres- 
sion intolerable  et  impossible,  prononcee  contre 
les  deux  premiers  ordres,  tous  ont  ete  lezes, 
vexes,  depouilles;  et  nous  aurions  a  reclamer 
tout  a  la  fois  les  droits  du  Clerge  qui  n'a  voulu 
montrer  une  ferme  et  genereuse  resistance  que 
pour  les  interets  du  Ciel  et  les  fonctions  du 
saint  ministere ;  les  droits  de  la  Noblesse,  qui, 
plus  sensible  aux  outrages  faits  au  Trone  dont 
elle  estl'appui,  qu'a  la  persecution  qu'elle  eprou- 
ye,  sacrifie  tout  pour  manifester  par  un  zele 
eclatant,  qu'aucun  obstacle  ne  peut  empecher 
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un  Chevalier  francais  de  demeurcr  fidelc  a  son 
Roi,  a  sa  patrie,  a  son  honneur  ;  les  droits  de  la 
Magistrature,  qui  regrette,  beaucoup  plus  que 
la  privation  de  son  etat,  de  se  voir  reduite  a 
gemir  en  silence  de  l'abandon  de  la  justice,  de 
t'impunite  des  crimes,  et  de  la  violation  des 
JLoix  dont  elle  est  essentiellement  depositahe; 
enfin  les  droits  des  possesseurs  quelconques, 
puisqu'il  n'est  point  en  France  de  propriete  qui 
ait  ete  respectee,  point  de  citoyens  honnetes 
qui  n'aient  souffert.  " 

"  Comment  pourriez-vous,  Sire,  donner  une 
approbation  sincere  et  valide  a  la  pretendue  cons- 
titution qui  a  produit  tant  de  maux  ?  M 

"  Depositaire  usufruitier  du  Trone  que  vous 
avez  herite  de  vos  ayeux,  vous  ne  pouvez  ni 
en  aliener  les  droits  primordiaux,  ni  detruire  la 
base  constitutive  sur  laquelle  il  est  assis.  " 

"  Defenseur  ne  de  la  Religion  de  vos  Etats, 
vous  ne  pouvez  pas  consentir  a  ce  qui  tend  a  sa 
ruine,  et  abandonner  ses  ministres  a  1'opprobre.  " 

<c  Debiteur  de  la  justice  a  vos  sujets,  vous  ne 
pouvez  pas  renoncer  a  la  fonction  essentiellement 
toy  ate  de  la  leur  faire  rendre  par  des  tribunaux 
legalement  constitues,  et  d'en  surveiller  vous- 
tneme  Tadministration.  " 

"  Protecteur  des  droits  de  tous  les  Ordres, 
€t  des  possessions  de  tous  les  particuliers,  vous 
ne  pouvez  pas  les  laisser  violer,  et  aneantir  par 
la  plus  arbitraire  des  oppressions.  ,r 
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*  Enfin  pere  de  vos  peuples,  vous  ne  pouvez 
pas  les  livrer  au  desordre  et  a  1'anarchie.  " 

"  Si  le  crime  qui  vous  obsede,  et  la  violence 
qui  vous  lie  les  mains,  ne  vous  pernaettent  pas  de 
remplir  ces  devoirs  sacres,  ils  n'en  sont  pas  moins 
graves  dans  votre  cceur  en  traits  ineffacables,  et 
nous  accomplirions  votre  volonte  reelle,  en  sup- 
pleant  autant  qu'il  est  en  nous,  a  Timpossibilitc 
ou  vous  seriez  de  l'exercer.  " 

«  Du  ssiez-vous  meme  nous  le  defendre,  et 
fussiez-vous  force  de  vous  dire  libre  en  nous  le 
defendant ;  ces  defenses,  evidemment  contraires 
a  vos  sentimens,  puisqu'elles  le  seroient  au  pre- 
mier de  vos  devoirs;  ces  defenses,  sorties  du 
sein  de  votre  captivite,  qui  ne  cessera  reelle- 
ment  que  quand  vos  peuples  seront  rentres  dans 
le  devoir,  et  vos  troupes  sous  votre  obeissance, 
ces  defenses,  qui  ne  pourroient  avoir  plus  de 
valeur  que  tout  ce  que  vous  aviez  fait  avant 
votre  sortie,  et  que  vous  avez  desavoue  ensuite ; 
ces  defenses  enfin,  qui  seroient  impregnees  de 
la  meme  nullite  que  l'acte  approbatif  contre  le- 
quel  nous  serions  obliges  de  protester,  ne  pour- 
roient certainement  pas  nous  faire  trahir  notre 
devoir,  sacrifier  vos  interets,  et  manquer  a  ce 
que  la  France  auroit  droit  d'exiger  de  nous  en 
pareille  circon stance.    Nous  obeirions,  Sire,  a 
vos  veritables  commandemens,  en  resistant  a  des 
defenses  extorquees,  et  nous  serions  surs  de 
votre  approbation,  en  suivant  les  loix  de  1'honncur 
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Notre  parfaite  soumission  vous  est  trop  connue 
pour  que  jamais  elle  vous  paroisse  douteuse. 
Puissions-nous  etre  bientot  au  moment  heureux 
ou,  retabli  en  pleinc  liberte,  vous  nous  verrez 
voler  dans  vos  bras,  y  renouveller  l'hommage  de 
notre  obeissance,  et  en  donner  I'exemple  a  tous 
vos  sujets!  " 

*f  Nous  sommes,  Sire,  notre  Frere  et  Seigneur, 
de  votre  Majeste, 

Les  tres -humbles  et  tres  -  obeissans 
Freres,  Serviteurs  et  Sujets, 

Louis-Stanislas-Xavier, 
Charles-Philippe^ 

Ju  Chateau  de  Schonhtmstust,  prh  Cobkntz,  k  10  Septcmbre 
1791. 


F  I  N> 


Date  Due 


BOSTON  COLLEGE  LIBRARY 

UNIVERSITY  HEIGHTS 
CHESTNUT  HILL,  MASS. 


Books  may  be  kept  for  two  weeks  and  may 
be  renewed  for  the  same  period,  nni&S^ji^; 
served. 

Two  cents  a  day  is  charged  for  each  book 
kept  overtime. 

Hjsjfora  cannot  find  what  you  want,  ask  the 
X,lbr*^n'  Wlia>?ill  be  glad  to  help  you. 

The  borrower  is  responsible  for  books  drawn 
on  his  card  and  for  all  fines  accruing  on  the 
fame. 


